  Ist YEAR    -    the PASSIVE  -  forms and tenses

PRESENT
simple:

Tom prepares lunch every day.




Lunch is prepared by Tom every day.


progressive:
Tom is preparing lunch now.




Lunch is being prepared by Tom now.


perfect:

Tom has prepared lunch.




Lunch has been prepared by Tom.


[perfect progressive:
Tom has been preparing lunch all morning.





Lunch has been being prepared by Tom all morning. -  RARE ]
PAST

simple:

Tom prepared lunch yesterday.





Lunch was prepared by Tom yesterday.



progressive:
Tom was preparing lunch yesterday (when the phone rang).





Lunch was being prepared by Tom yesterday (when the phone rang).



perfect:

Tom had prepared lunch.





Lunch had been prepared by Tom.




[perfect progressive:
Tom had been preparing lunch.





Lunch had been being prepared by Tom. -  RARE ]
FUTURE
simple:

Tom will prepare lunch tomorrow.





Lunch will be prepared by Tom tomorrow.



progressive:
Tom will be preparing lunch tomorrow.





Lunch will be being prepared by Tom tomorrow. 



going to:
Tom is going to prepare lunch tomorrow.





Lunch is going to be prepared by Tom tomorrow.



perfect:

Tom will have prepared lunch.





Lunch will have been prepared by Tom.


[perfect progressive:
Tom will have been preparing lunch.





Lunch will have been being prepared by Tom. -  RARE ]
CONDITIONAL present:
Tom would prepare lunch if he had time.





Lunch would be prepared by Tom if he had time.



   past:

Tom would have prepared lunch if he had had time.





Lunch would have been prepared by Tom if he had had time.

INFINITIVE
present:

to prepare  /  to be prepared


present progressive:
to be preparing  /  to be being prepared  
perfect:

to have prepared  /  to have been prepared


[perfect progressive:
to have been preparing  /  to have been being prepared  -  RARE ]
The PASSIVE 

 i) only transitive verbs [i.e. verbs with an object] can be made passive: e.g.


They sent the letter.


The letter was sent.


They arrived early.



---

ii) the object of the active verb becomes the subject of the passive verb

iii) it’s formed using various tenses of ‘to be’ +  the past participle

iv) the agent of the passive verb is introduced using ‘by’: e.g. Oliver Twist was written by Charles Dickens.

v) some uses: 

a) when the action itself is more important than the agent who carries it out; 

b) when the agent is unclear or vague: e.g. She’s been kidnapped. (Someone/Some people has/have kidnapped her.);
c) to translate the Italian form ‘si’: e.g. Qui si parla inglese.    -
English is spoken here.

Verbs with two objects

Some verbs* can be followed by two objects (a direct one and an indirect one):


Someone sent a letter to Jane.
/
Someone sent Jane a letter.


He gave the dog to his brother.
/
He gave his brother the dog.

Both structures can be made passive:


A letter was sent to Jane.

/
Jane was sent a letter.


The dog was given to his brother.
/
His brother was given the dog.

(* e.g.: bring, give, lend, offer, send, show, take   +   to ;   

buy, cook, find, get, make, order    +    for)

NB:  not all verbs take this structure: 

Can you suggest a good school to me?   Cannot be expressed as: Can you suggest me a good school?

