Through the Heart of Wales

The Heart of Wales line winds its way through beautiful green landscapes on a 120-mile journey between Swansea and Shrewsbury. It's a line from a vanished age, harking back to the great days of the railways when many rural communities were only accessible by train. Only a handful of such lines survive today. 
It all begins at Swansea. The first stretch of the line runs through a part of South-West Wales which has seen more than its fair share of industrial activity, but is now being actively regenerated. Views of the Llwchwr Estuary and the Gower Peninsula demonstrate the natural beauty of the area. Llanelli now boasts an international standard coastal golf course, the Millennium Coastal Path - a cycle and walking route with unsurpassed views - and the nearby Wildfowl and Wetlands Centre with something to see every season of the year. 

The railway follows the course of the stately River Towy from Llandeilo to Llandovery, 'the pleasantest little town in which I have halted'‚ according to George Borrow, author of 'Wild Wales', the classic 19th-century travel book - still in print. Llandovery's cobbled marketplace preserves the look and atmosphere of times gone by. Although the livestock mart has moved from beneath the ruined castle to a modern location, the town is still at its characterful best every Tuesday when the farmers arrive for the sales.
Next major stop is Llandrindod Wells, a quintessentially Victorian spa town. Llandrindod's tall gabled buildings, ornamental parklands, spa and boating lake now boasting what is thought to be the biggest public fountain to be erected in the UK in the last twenty years - the Fabulous Water Beast, combine to preserve an authentic period ambience - especially during the town's Victorian Festival, held each August. 

After crossing the 13-arch Knucklas Viaduct - another notable engineering achievement - the train arrives in Knighton. This is a place with a foot in both camps, for the station is in England while the town it serves lies in Wales. Knighton is the only town located on Offa's Dyke, the 8th-century earthwork built as the first official border between England and Wales. Stop-off here and visit the Offa's Dyke Centre, or walk a stretch of the Dyke Path.

The line continues on through England's lush green border country through Craven Arms and Church Stretton to journey's end at Shrewsbury. 
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