THE MELTDOWN (beginning to 9.15)

Greenland, the summer of 2005.
My name is Paul Rose and I’m here to organize a unique expedition all about global warming.

I have been running teams of scientists out here for years and you can probably see why I love it so much. 

But if the media hype is to be believed, this icy wilderness is under threat, and it’s not just here.

Apparently, the whole planet is in danger from man-made global warming.

So I’m really interested in the research going on here.

This expedition is about something that could affect us all.

Now the truth is I’m no scientist. My job’s logistics. On expeditions like this I make sure the researchers have everything they need to do their job. I fly in supplies, make sure everyone’s got enough to eat, I even empty the toilet.

Over the last 15 years or so I have been organizing logistics for science expeditions. A lot of them have been about global warming, but I’ve never really understood what’s going on with global warming and it’s a missed opportunity so I decided to change that. So I’m gonna try to find out the truth about global warming, what’s really going to happen to the climate over the next 15 years.

Are we heading for disaster or is global warming just part of a natural cycle of warming and cooling? The sort of thing the planets’ve seen many times before.

This is my quest to find out.

This is about as close as you can get to the North Pole and still enjoy some creature comforts. Now everyone says that Greenland is going to be one of the first places affected by global warming. So I wonder if there’s any evidence for it right here. 

This is a Illulisat on the west coast of Greenland. That’s where I start most of my Greenland expeditions from and it’s a great little town but it’s not what most people come here for. What they come here for is this: icebergs, because this is the iceberg capital of the world.

People come from all over the world to see them. They sail around them, they even fly balloons over them. But behind this beautiful scenery people here say they’re worried. They can see the ice is changing, they’ve heard about global warming and they wonder if these changes could be the first signs of it.

So to get a local perspective on what’s happening I’ve arranged to meet up with an old friend.

Finn runs the local helicopter company, he’s also a tour guide and a hunter. He knows as much as anyone about this changing world.

The weather is getting warmer. The whole of February was above freezing.

It was, it  was, it was supposed to be the coldest month in the winter but it was so warm and there was no snow and that’s what people have noticed.

People used to go out by dogs sleighs on the sea ice, and you can’t really do that anymore today. There’s no ice. Too hot, the water is too hot.

Over last 15 years, actually, we don’t really have any winter ice here. It’s like we can see a line between very cold, the good old days, and too hot, the new days, the new age.

