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WHAT IS SCIENTOLOGY? 
Developed by L. Ron Hubbard, Scientology is a religion that 
offers a precise path leading to a complete and certain 
understanding of one’s true spiritual nature and one’s 
relationship to self, family, groups, Mankind, all life forms, the 
material universe, the spiritual universe and the Supreme 
Being. 

Scientology addresses the spirit—not the body or mind—and 
believes that Man is far more than a product of his 
environment, or his genes. 

Scientology comprises a body of knowledge which extends 
from certain fundamental truths. Prime among these are: 

Man is an immortal spiritual being. 

His experience extends well beyond a single lifetime. 

His capabilities are unlimited, even if not presently realized. 

Scientology further holds Man to be basically good, and that 
his spiritual salvation depends upon himself, his fellows and 
his attainment of brotherhood with the universe. 

Scientology is not a dogmatic religion in which one is asked to 
accept anything on faith alone. On the contrary, one discovers 
for oneself that the principles of Scientology are true by 
applying its principles and observing or experiencing 
the results. 

The ultimate goal of Scientology is true spiritual enlightenment 
and freedom for all. 
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DOES SCIENTOLOGY HAVE A CONCEPT 
OF GOD? 
Most definitely. In Scientology, the concept of God is 
expressed as the Eighth Dynamic—the urge toward existence 
as infinity. This is also identified as the Supreme Being. As the 
Eighth Dynamic, the Scientology concept of God rests at the 
very apex of universal survival. As L. Ron Hubbard wrote in 
Science of Survival:  

“No culture in the history of the world, save the thoroughly 
depraved and expiring ones, has failed to affirm the existence 
of a Supreme Being. It is an empirical observation that men 
without a strong and lasting faith in a Supreme Being are less 
capable, less ethical and less valuable to themselves and 
society....A man without an abiding faith is, by observation 
alone, more of a thing than a man.” 

Unlike religions with Judeo-Christian origins, the Church of 
Scientology has no set dogma concerning God that it imposes 
on its members. As with all its tenets, Scientology does not 
ask individuals to accept anything on faith alone. Rather, as 
one’s level of spiritual awareness increases through 
participation in Scientology auditing and training, one 
attains his own certainty of every dynamic. Accordingly, only 
when the Seventh Dynamic (spiritual) is reached in its entirety 
will one discover and come to a full understanding of the 
Eighth Dynamic (infinity) and one’s relationship to the 
Supreme Being.   

(www.scientology.org)  
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What is 
Scientology?  

 
The Church of Scientology is a vicious and dangerous cult that masquerades 
as a religion. Its purpose is to make money. It practices a variety of mind-
control techniques on people lured into its midst to gain control over their 
money and their lives. Its aim is to take from them every penny that they have 
and can ever borrow and to also enslave them to further its wicked ends. 
It was started in the 1950s by a science fiction writer named L. Ron Hubbard 
in fulfilment to his declared aim to start a religion to make money. It is an 
offshoot to a method of psychotherapy he concocted from various sources 
which he named "Dianetics". Dianetics is a form of regression therapy. It was 
then further expanded to appear more like a religion in order to enjoy tax 
benefits. He called it "Scientology". 
Scientology is a confused concoction of crackpot, dangerously applied 
psychotherapy, oversimplified, idiotic and inapplicable rules and ideas and 
science-fiction drivel that is presented to its members (at the "advanced" 
levels) as profound spiritual truth. 
 
The Harm it Does to a Person 

The results of applying their crackpot psychotherapy (called "auditing") is to 
weaken the mind. The mind goes from a rational state to an irrational one as 
the delusional contents of the subconscious mind are brought to the surface 
and are assumed to be valid. It also makes a person more susceptible to 
suggestion since it submerges the critical thinking faculties of the mind into a 
partial subconscious state. It results in a permanent light hypnotic trance and 
so from thenceforth that person can be more easily controlled. The person 
will, to a much greater extent, believe and do whatever they are told. And of 
course this is used to the full in persuading them to hand over further money 
and dedicating themselves further to the cult. 
The results of applying their oversimplified and inapplicable rules in life is to 
lose the ability to think rationally and logically. A person loses the ability to 
think for themselves and so they lose the ability to challenge incorrect ideas. 
This makes them easier to control. It also isolates and alienates the person 
from society so that they withdraw from normal society and into their 
"Scientology" society. This further increases their susceptibility to the 
influence of their group. They end up being afraid of society, believing all 
society to be controlled by a group of drug companies, psychiatrists and 
financiers all of whom report to more remote masters. In other words they are 
in a state of mass paranoia. They therefore avoid reading newspapers and 
the like since they fear it will disturb their safe Scientology world. It is a 
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downward spiral into madness. 
The science fiction content of Scientology is revealed to them after they have 
reached the state they call "Clear", meaning freed from the aberrations of the 
mind. However, perhaps "brainwashed" would be a more applicable word to 
describe the mental state of someone who has survived the near entire 
delusional contents of their subconscious mind brought to the surface and 
presented to them as "truth". On the "advanced" levels (called OT levels) 
above the state of "Clear" they encounter the story of Xenu. Xenu was 
supposed to have gathered up all the overpopulation in this sector of the 
galaxy, brought them to Earth and then exterminated them using hydrogen 
bombs. The souls of these murdered people are then supposed to infest the 
body of everyone. They are called "body thetans". On the advanced levels of 
Scientology a person "audits out" these body thetans telepathically by getting 
them to re-experience their being exterminated by hydrogen bombs. So 
people on these levels assume all their bad thoughts and faulty memories are 
due to these body thetans infesting every part of their body and influencing 
them mentally. Many Scientologists go raving mad at this point if they have 
not done so already.	
  
(Operation	
  Clambake.	
  Undressing	
  the	
  church	
  of	
  Scientology	
  since	
  1996	
  -­‐	
  
http://www.xenu.net)	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Scientology: the facts 
As the separation of Tom Cruise and Katie Holmes brings 
scientology into the limelight once again, the Telegraph 
attempts to separate fact from fiction. 
 
What is scientology? 
According to their official literature: "Scientology is a religion that offers a 
precise path leading to a complete and certain understanding of one’s true 
spiritual nature and one’s relationship to self, family, groups, Mankind, all life 
forms, the material universe, the spiritual universe and the Supreme Being." 
What are the origins of scientology? 
It claims to have roots in the beliefs of “all great religions” and thus 
encompasses “a religious heritage as old and as varied as Man himself” and 
could be considered 50,000 years old. 
What are the actual origins? 
It was founded by a man named L. Ron Hubbard, from New Jersey, US, who 
wrote a book on “dianetics” in 1950. Four fans, described as an attorney, a 
publisher, a doctor and an engineer, then formed a Hubbard Dianetics 
Research Foundation. 
The first Church of Scientology was established in February 1954, with more 
than a dozen new churches springing up over the next decade. 
What is the basis of their beliefs? 
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Scientology begins with the concept that man is “basically good, and that his 
spiritual salvation depends upon himself, his fellows and his attainment of 
brotherhood with the universe.” 
What is the appeal of scientology? 
According to the church, people believe in scientology because of an 
"absence of answers" from science. They claim scientology supplies 
“workable methods of application, that made it possible for Man to reach the 
ancient goal he has been striving toward for thousands of years: to know 
himself and, in knowing himself, to know and understand other people and, 
ultimately, life itself.” 
What does scientology mean? 
Scientology means "knowing how to know”. It is a contraction of the Latin Scio 
("knowing, in the fullest sense of the word”) and Greek logos ("study of”). 
Do they celebrate any holidays? 
Yes: L. Ron Hubbard's birthday in March, the Anniversary of the first 
publication of Dianetics in May, and Auditor's Day in September. 
How do they deal with pain? 
They believe the spirit can alleviate “injury, trauma or discomfort” by “putting 
the spirit in communication with the body”. The church advises a method of 
detoxification involving saunas, exercise, vitamins, the drinking of oils, as well 
as light jogging." 
It was reported Katie Holmes was not permitted to made a noise during 
childbirth, for fear of having a negative affect on her newborn daughter. 
Do they believe in charity? 
Tentatively, and with caveats. They explain: “Some form of exchange is 
necessary in any relationship. If a person only receives and never gives, he 
will lose his own self-respect and become an unhappy person." 
How do they raise children? 
Scientologists believe children are spiritual beings occupying young bodies, 
and should be given the same respect as adults. 
Tom Cruise and Katie Holmes are reported to treat their daughter Suri as a 
young adult, allowing her to make her own decision. 
Can they cure drug addicts? 
They claim so. They have established rehabilitation centres in more than 40 
countries practising “narconon”, meaning “no drugs”. 
Can they help criminals? 
They also have a rehabilitation programme called “criminon”, or “no crime”. 
What is their relationship with the media? 
They say: "In recent years, church representatives have met with the editorial 
boards of major media outlets to brief them on Scientology, its policies and its 
activities. These meetings help dispel the rumors and false allegations that 
have gathered in reference files over the years. Such meetings have been 
very beneficial for both the Church and journalists." 
The media says: 
"Very weird cult… Something creepy, maybe even evil, about these people." 
(Rupert Murdoch) 
Do they believe in aliens? 
It has been reported that scientologist believe in xenu, an extra-terrestrial 
dictator who brought billions of people to Earth in a spacecraft 75 million years 
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ago before killing them. The essence of these people remains, causing 
spiritual harm to those in the modern day, it is claimed. 
An official statement from the church, however, says “absolutely not. 
Scientology holds no such belief. Any suggestion otherwise is as absurd as 
asserting that those of the Christian faith believe themselves descended from 
aliens because they believe there is a Heaven.” 
How is it funded? 
Through donations from members. The church explains: “Scientology does 
not have hundreds of years of accumulated wealth and property like other 
religions; it must make its way in the world according to the economics of 
today’s society.” 
Has it been involved in any controversy? 
Yes, a lot. Among the numerous court cases, reports and rumours involving 
scientology are allegations of human trafficking, holding people against 
their will, members cutting ties from their families and forcing a woman to 
have an abortion. 
(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/religion/9370678/What-is-
Scientology.html)  
 
	
  
	
  

The Thriving Cult of Greed and Power 

Ruined lives. Lost fortunes. Federal crimes. 
Scientology poses as a religion but really is a 
ruthless global scam -- and aiming for the 
mainstream 

by Richard Behar (Time Magazine, May 6, 1991) 

By all appearances, Noah Lottick of Kingston, Pa., had been a normal, happy 24-year-
old who was looking for his place in the world. On the day last June when his parents 
drove to New York City to obtain his body, they were nearly catatonic with grief. 



	
   8	
  

 



	
   9	
  

This young Russian-studies scholar had jumped from a 10th-floor window of the 
Milford Plaza Hotel and bounced off the hood of a stretch limousine. When the police 
arrived, his fingers were still clutching $171 in cash, virtually the only money he 
hadn't turned over to the Church of Scientology, the self-help "philosophy" group he 
had discovered just seven months earlier. 

His death inspired his father Edward, a physician, to start his own investigation of the 
church. "We thought Scientology was something like Dale Carnegie," Lottick says. "I 
now believe it's a school for psychopaths." Their so-called therapies are 
manipulations. They take the best and the brightest people and destroy them." The 
Lotticks want to sue the church for contributing to their son's death, but the prospect 
has them frightened. For nearly 40 years, the big business of Scientology has shielded 
itself exquisitely behind the First Amendment as well as a battery of high-priced 
criminal lawyers and shady private detectives. 

The Church of Scientology, started by science-fiction writer L. Ron Hubbard to 
"clear" people of unhappiness, portrays itself as a religion. In reality the church is a 
hugely profitable global racket that survives by intimidating members and critics in a 
Mafia-like manner. At times during the past decade, prosecutions against Scientology 
seemed to be curbing its menace. Eleven top Scientologists, including Hubbard's wife, 
were sent to prison in the early 1980s for infiltrating, burglarizing and wiretapping 
more than 100 private and government agencies in attempts to block their 
investigations. In recent years hundreds of longtime Scientology adherents -- many 
charging that they were mentally of physically abused -- have quit the church and 
criticized it at their own risk. Some have sued the church and won; others have settled 
for amounts in excess of $500,000. In various cases judges have labeled the church 
"schizophrenic and paranoid" and "corrupt, sinister and dangerous." 

Yet the outrage and litigation have failed to squelch Scientology. The group, which 
boasts 700 centers in 65 countries, threatens to become more insidious and pervasive 
than ever. Scientology is trying to go mainstream, a strategy that has sparked a 
renewed law- enforcement campaign against the church. Many of the group's 
followers have been accused of committing financial scams, while the church is busy 
attracting the unwary through a wide array of front groups in such businesses as 
publishing, consulting, health care and even remedial education. 

In Hollywood, Scientology has assembled a star-studded roster of followers by 
aggressively recruiting and regally pampering them at the church's "Celebrity 
Centers," a chain of clubhouses that offer expensive counseling and career guidance. 
Adherents include screen idols Tom Cruise and John Travolta, actresses Kirstie Alley, 
Mimi Rogers, and Anne Archer, Palm Springs mayor and performer Sonny Bono, 
jazzman Chick Corea and even Nancy Cartwright, the voice of cartoon star Bart 
Simpson. Rank-and-file members, however, are dealt a less glamorous Scientology. 

According to the Cult Awareness Network, whose 23 chapters monitor more than 200 
"mind control" cults, no group prompts more telephone pleas for help than does 
Scientology. Says Cynthia Kisser, the network's Chicago-based executive director: 
"Scientology is quite likely the most ruthless, the most classically terroristic, the most 
litigious and the most lucrative cult the country has ever seen. No cult extracts more 
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money from its members." [Note: since publication of this article, the Cult Awareness 
Network has been taken over by Scientology. Do not contact them!] Agrees Vicki 
Aznaran, who was one of Scientology's six key leaders until she bolted from the 
church in 1987: "This is a criminal organization, day in and day out. It makes Jim and 
Tammy [Bakker] look like kindergarten." To explore Scientology's reach, TIME 
conducted more than 150 interviews and reviewed hundreds of court records and 
internal Scientology documents. Church officials refused to be interviewed. The 
investigation paints a picture of a depraved yet thriving enterprise. Most cults fail to 
outlast their founder, but Scientology has prospered since Hubbard's death in 1986. In 
a court filing, one of the cult's many entities -- the Church of Spiritual Technology -- 
listed $503 million in income just for 1987. High-level defectors say the parent 
organization has squirreled away an estimated $400 million in bank accounts in 
Liechtenstein, Switzerland and Cyprus. Scientology probably has about 50,000 active 
members, far fewer than the 8 million the group claims. But in one sense, that inflated 
figure rings true: millions of people have been affected in one way or another by 
Hubbard's bizarre creation. 

 
Scientology is now run by David Miscavige, 31, a high school dropout and second-
generation church member. Defectors describe him as cunning, ruthless and so 
paranoid about perceived enemies that he kept plastic wrap over his glass of water. 
His obsession is to obtain credibility for Scientology in the 1990s. Among other 
tactics, the group: 

• Retains public relation powerhouse Hill and Knowlton to help shed the church's 
fringe-group image.  

• Joined such household names as Sony and Pepsi as a main sponsor of Ted Turner's 
Goodwill Games.  

• Buys massive quantities of its own books from retail stores to propel the titles onto 
best-seller lists.  

• Runs full-page ads in such publications as Newsweek and Business Week that call 
Scientology a "philosophy," along with a plethora of TV ads touting the 



	
   11	
  

group's books.  
• Recruits wealthy and respectable professionals through a web of consulting groups 

that typically hide their ties to Scientology. 
The founder of this enterprise was part storyteller, part flimflam man. Born In 
Nebraska in 1911, Hubbard served in the Navy during World War II and soon 
afterward complained to the Veterans Administration about his "suicidal inclinations" 
and his "seriously affected" mind. Nevertheless, Hubbard was a moderately 
successful writer of pulp science fiction. Years later, church brochures described him 
falsely as an "extensively decorated" World War II hero who was crippled and 
blinded in action, twice pronounced dead and miraculously cured through 
Scientology. Hubbard's "doctorate" from "Sequoia University" was a fake mall-order 
degree. In a I984 case in which the church sued a Hubbard biographical researcher, a 
California judge concluded that its founder was "a pathological liar." 

	
  
	
  
Useful	
  links:	
  

• Scientology	
  Glossary	
  http://exscientologykids.com/glossary.html	
  	
  
• A	
  website	
  who	
  was	
  against	
  Scientology.	
  They	
  managed	
  to	
  purchase	
  it	
  and	
  

use	
  it	
  for	
  their	
  own	
  propaganda.	
  In	
  an	
  interesting,	
  subtle	
  way:	
  
http://www.religiousfreedomwatch.org	
  	
  

	
  
	
  

 
 

www.kalamullah.com 
 

In the Name of Allâh, the Most Beneficent, 
the Most Merciful 

 
General Evils of the Tongue. 

 
 

Speaking about things that there is no need with which to 
concern oneself. 
Know that the most precious wealth of an 'abd (servant of Allah) is 
his time. Thus, whenever he expends it on that which does not 
concern him, then he is wasting his most valuable asset. The 
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 
"Part of someone's being a good Muslim is leaving alone that which 
does not concern him." [At-Tirmidhie] 
One of the reasons that pushes someone to get involved in 
speaking about things which does not concern him, is his desire to 
know that which there is no need to know or being satisfied with 
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talking about things that have no benefit. 
The cure for this is to be aware that every second of one's life is 
part of his most precious wealth, and that his tongue is a net with 
which he should hunt for good deeds. Being neglectful of this 
important fact will only lead to great losses in the Hereafter.   
Excessive speech. 
Another way in which the tongue is misused is by excessive speech. 
This involves engaging in speech that there is no need to concern 
oneself with, as well as being excessive in expressing oneself by 
speaking more than is necessary. 
Therefore, in cases where there is need for someone to express 
oneself, he should stick to the minimum words necessary to express 
his ideas. To exceed that can be regarded as being excessive. This 
is a negative attitude although the one who is involved in it would 
accrue no sins. However, the time spent in repeating what he said 
could have been spent in saying something good, which would give 
him a reward in the Hereafter. 
'Ataa said: 'Those that -were before you (the Salaf), used to detest 
excessive speech. And they considered anything as excessive 
speech except speaking about the Book of Allah, the sunnah of the 
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him), commanding good and 
forbidding evil, and speaking about what a man needs to speak 
because of a need he has to fulfill in his daily life."  
Engaging in vain talk. 
Even worst than the above categories, is indulgence in vain talk, 
since it involves sin. Acts of disobedience, such as men discussing 
the affairs of women, sitting around with men who are drinking 
alcohol and mixing with bad company, are common examples of 
vain talk or deeds. Ibn Mas'oud said:  
"The man with the most mistakes on the Day of Judgment is the 
one who engages most in vain speech." 
Allah, the Most High said: 
"Successful indeed are the believers. Those who offer their prayers 
with solemnty and full submissiveness. And those who turn away 
from Al-Laghw (dirty, false, evil vain talk, falsehood)... " [Al-
Muminoon 23:1-3] 
He, the Sublime also said: 
"And it has already been revealed to you in the Book (the Quraan) 
that when you hear the verses of Allah being denied and mocked at, 
then sit not with them, until they engage in a talk other than that.. 
" [An-Nisaa 4:140] 
And in another aayah it also states: 
"(The pious) in Paradise (Jannah) will ask one another about the 
Mujrimeen (the guilty ones): "What caused you to enter Hell?" They 
will say: "We were not of those who used to offer prayers, nor did 
we feed the poor, and we used to talk falsehood (all that which 
Allah hated) with vain talkers, and we used to belie the Day of 
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Judgment. " 
[Al-Muddathir: 40-46]  
A shameless, vulgar and indecent tongue. 
This is not only offensive, but also prohibited. It originates from 
being malicious, vile, wicked, and reproachful. The Prophet (peace 
be upon him) said:  
"A believer is not a shameless person, nor one who curses, nor an 
obsene person nor is he indecent." [At-Tirmidhi and Al-
Baihaqie].  
Gossip 
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: "I command you 
with three things 
and I prohibit you from three (things)- I command you to worship 
Allah and not to associate anything in worship with Him, to hold fast 
to the rope of Allah all together and not to divide, and to obey 
whoever Allah causes to be in charge of your affairs*. And I prohibit 
you from gossiping and idle-talk, excessive questioning and from 
wasting money." 
[Authentic from the Hiliyah of Abi Na'eem].  
*It should be noted that who "Allah causes to be in charge of your, 
affairs" are the scholars, as Allah, the Most High, describes in the 
following Aayah: 
"When there comes to them some matter touching (public) safety 
or fear, they make it known (among the people). If only they had 
referred it to the Messenger or to those charged with authority 
among them, the proper investigators would have understood it 
1Eom them (directly)... " [An-Nisaa 4: 83]  
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Full transcript of bin Ladin's speech 

Monday 01 November 2004, 16:01 Makka Time, 13:01 GMT 

Following is the full English transcript of Usama bin Ladin's speech in a videotape 
sent to Aljazeera. In the interests of authenticity the transcript, which appeared as 
subtitles at the foot of the screen, has been left unedited. 

__________________ 

Praise be to Allah who created the creation for his worship and commanded them to 
be just and permitted the wronged one to retaliate against the oppressor in kind. To 
proceed: 

Peace be upon he who follows the guidance: People of America this talk of mine is 
for you and concerns the ideal way to prevent another Manhattan, and deals with the 
war and its causes and results. 

Before I begin, I say to you that security is an indispensable pillar of human life and 
that free men do not forfeit their security, contrary to Bush's claim that we hate 
freedom. If so, then let him explain to us why we don't strike for example – Sweden? 
And we know that freedom-haters don't possess defiant spirits like those of the 19 – 
may Allah have mercy on them. 

No, we fight because we are free men who don't sleep under oppression. We want to 
restore freedom to our nation, just as you lay waste to our nation. So shall we lay 
waste to yours. 

No-one except a dumb thief plays with the security of others and then makes himself 
believe he will be secure. Whereas thinking people, when disaster strikes, make it 
their priority to look for its causes, in order to prevent it happening again. 

But I am amazed at you. Even though we are in the fourth year after the events of 
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September 11th, Bush is still engaged in distortion, deception and hiding from you the 
real causes. And thus, the reasons are still there for a repeat of what occurred. 

So I shall talk to you about the story behind those events and shall tell you truthfully 
about the moments in which the decision was taken, for you to consider. 

I say to you, Allah knows that it had never occurred to us to strike the towers. But 
after it became unbearable and we witnessed the oppression and tyranny of the 
American/Israeli coalition against our people in Palestine and Lebanon, it came to my 
mind. 

The events that affected my soul in a direct way started in 1982 when America 
permitted the Israelis to invade Lebanon and the American Sixth Fleet helped them in 
that. This bombardment began and many were killed and injured and others were 
terrorized and displaced. 

I couldn't forget those moving scenes, blood and severed limbs, women and children 
sprawled everywhere. Houses destroyed along with their occupants and high rises 
demolished over their residents, rockets raining down on our home without mercy. 

The situation was like a crocodile meeting a helpless child, powerless except for his 
screams. Does the crocodile understand a conversation that doesn't include a weapon? 
And the whole world saw and heard but it didn't respond. 

In those difficult moments many hard-to-describe ideas bubbled in my soul, but in the 
end they produced an intense feeling of rejection of tyranny, and gave birth to a 
strong resolve to punish the oppressors. 

And as I looked at those demolished towers in Lebanon, it entered my mind that we 
should punish the oppressor in kind and that we should destroy towers in America in 
order that they taste some of what we tasted and so that they be deterred from killing 
our women and children. 

And that day, it was confirmed to me that oppression and the intentional killing of 
innocent women and children is a deliberate American policy. Destruction is freedom 
and democracy, while resistance is terrorism and intolerance. 

This means the oppressing and embargoing to death of millions as Bush Sr. did in 
Iraq in the greatest mass slaughter of children mankind has ever known, and it means 
the throwing of millions of pounds of bombs and explosives at millions of children – 
also in Iraq – as Bush Jr. Did, in order to remove an old agent and replace him with a 
new puppet to assist in the pilfering of Iraq's oil and other outrages. 

So with these images and their like as their background, the events of September 11th 
came as a reply to those great wrongs, should a man be blamed for defending his 
sanctuary? 

Is defending oneself and punishing the aggressor in kind, objectionable terrorism? If it 
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is such, then it is unavoidable for us. 

This is the message which I sought to communicate to you in word and deed, 
repeatedly, for years before September 11th. 

And you can read this, if you wish, in my interview with Scott in Time Magazine in 
1996, or with Peter Arnett on CNN in 1997, or my meeting with John Weiner in 1998. 

You can observe it practically, if you wish, in Kenya and Tanzania and in Aden. And 
you can read it in my interview with Abdul Bari Atwan, as well as my interviews with 
Robert Fisk. 

The latter is one of your compatriots and co-religionists and I consider him to be 
neutral. So are the pretenders of freedom at The White House and the channels 
controlled by them able to run an interview with him? So that he may relay to the 
American people what he has understood from us to be the reasons for our fight 
against you? 

If you were to avoid these reasons, you will have taken the correct path that will lead 
America to the security that it was in before September 11th. This concerned the 
causes of the war. 

As for it's results, they have been, by the grace of Allah, positive and enormous, and 
have, by all standards, exceeded all expectations. This is due to many factors, chief 
amongst them, that we have found it difficult to deal with the Bush administration in 
light of the resemblance it bears to the regimes in our countries, half of which are 
ruled by the military and the other half which are ruled by the sons of kings and 
presidents. 

Our experience with them is lengthy, and both types are replete with those who are 
characterized by pride, arrogance, greed and misappropriation of wealth. This 
resemblance began after the visits of Bush Sr. to the region. 

At a time when some of our compatriots were dazzled by America and hoping that 
these visits would have an effect on our countries, all of a sudden he was affected by 
those monarchies and military regimes, and became envious of their remaining 
decades in their positions, to embezzle the public wealth of the nation without 
supervision or accounting. 

So he took dictatorship and suppression of freedoms to his son and they named it the 
Patriot Act, under the pretense of fighting terrorism. In addition, Bush sanctioned the 
installing of sons as state governors, and didn't forget to import expertise in election 
fraud from the region's presidents to Florida to be made use of in moments of 
difficulty. 

All that we have mentioned has made it easy for us to provoke and bait this 
administration. All that we have to do is to send two Mujahideen to the furthest point 
East to raise a piece of cloth on which is written al-Qaida, in order to make the 



	
   17	
  

generals race there to cause America to suffer human, economic, and political losses 
without their achieving for it anything of note other than some benefits for their 
private companies. 

This is in addition to our having experience in using guerrilla warfare and the war of 
attrition to fight tyrannical superpowers, as we, alongside the Mujahideen, bled 
Russia for ten years, until it went bankrupt and was forced to withdraw in defeat. 

All Praise is due to Allah. 
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

BARACK	
  OBAMA	
  
	
  
THE PRESIDENT: Good evening. Tonight, I can report to the American 
people and to the world that the United States has conducted an operation 
that killed Osama bin Laden, the leader of al Qaeda, and a terrorist who's 
responsible for the murder of thousands of innocent men, women, and 
children. 
It was nearly 10 years ago that a bright September day was darkened by the 
worst attack on the American people in our history. The images of 9/11 are 
seared into our national memory -- hijacked planes cutting through a 
cloudless September sky; the Twin Towers collapsing to the ground; black 
smoke billowing up from the Pentagon; the wreckage of Flight 93 in 
Shanksville, Pennsylvania, where the actions of heroic citizens saved even 
more heartbreak and destruction. 
And yet we know that the worst images are those that were unseen to the 
world. The empty seat at the dinner table. Children who were forced to grow 
up without their mother or their father. Parents who would never know the 
feeling of their child's embrace. Nearly 3,000 citizens taken from us, leaving a 
gaping hole in our hearts. 
On September 11, 2001, in our time of grief, the American people came 
together. We offered our neighbors a hand, and we offered the wounded our 
blood. We reaffirmed our ties to each other, and our love of community and 
country. On that day, no matter where we came from, what God we prayed to, 
or what race or ethnicity we were, we were united as one American family. 
We were also united in our resolve to protect our nation and to bring those 
who committed this vicious attack to justice. We quickly learned that the 9/11 
attacks were carried out by al Qaeda -- an organization headed by Osama bin 
Laden, which had openly declared war on the United States and was 
committed to killing innocents in our country and around the globe. And so 
we went to war against al Qaeda to protect our citizens, our friends, and our 
allies. 
Over the last 10 years, thanks to the tireless and heroic work of our military 
and our counterterrorism professionals, we've made great strides in that 
effort. We've disrupted terrorist attacks and strengthened our homeland 
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defense. In Afghanistan, we removed the Taliban government, which had 
given bin Laden and al Qaeda safe haven and support. And around the globe, 
we worked with our friends and allies to capture or kill scores of al Qaeda 
terrorists, including several who were a part of the 9/11 plot. 
Yet Osama bin Laden avoided capture and escaped across the Afghan border 
into Pakistan. Meanwhile, al Qaeda continued to operate from along that 
border and operate through its affiliates across the world. 
And so shortly after taking office, I directed Leon Panetta, the director of the 
CIA, to make the killing or capture of bin Laden the top priority of our war 
against al Qaeda, even as we continued our broader efforts to disrupt, 
dismantle, and defeat his network. 
Then, last August, after years of painstaking work by our intelligence 
community, I was briefed on a possible lead to bin Laden. It was far from 
certain, and it took many months to run this thread to ground. I met 
repeatedly with my national security team as we developed more information 
about the possibility that we had located bin Laden hiding within a compound 
deep inside of Pakistan. And finally, last week, I determined that we had 
enough intelligence to take action, and authorized an operation to get Osama 
bin Laden and bring him to justice. 
Today, at my direction, the United States launched a targeted operation 
against that compound in Abbottabad, Pakistan. A small team of Americans 
carried out the operation with extraordinary courage and capability. No 
Americans were harmed. They took care to avoid civilian casualties. After a 
firefight, they killed Osama bin Laden and took custody of his body. 
For over two decades, bin Laden has been al Qaeda's leader and symbol, and 
has continued to plot attacks against our country and our friends and allies. 
The death of bin Laden marks the most significant achievement to date in our 
nation's effort to defeat al Qaeda. 
Yet his death does not mark the end of our effort. There's no doubt that al 
Qaeda will continue to pursue attacks against us. We must -- and we will -- 
remain vigilant at home and abroad. 
As we do, we must also reaffirm that the United States is not -- and never will 
be -- at war with Islam. I've made clear, just as President Bush did shortly 
after 9/11, that our war is not against Islam. Bin Laden was not a Muslim 
leader; he was a mass murderer of Muslims. Indeed, al Qaeda has slaughtered 
scores of Muslims in many countries, including our own. So his demise should 
be welcomed by all who believe in peace and human dignity. 
Over the years, I've repeatedly made clear that we would take action within 
Pakistan if we knew where bin Laden was. That is what we've done. But it's 
important to note that our counterterrorism cooperation with Pakistan helped 
lead us to bin Laden and the compound where he was hiding. Indeed, bin 
Laden had declared war against Pakistan as well, and ordered attacks against 
the Pakistani people. 
Tonight, I called President Zardari, and my team has also spoken with their 
Pakistani counterparts. They agree that this is a good and historic day for both 
of our nations. And going forward, it is essential that Pakistan continue to join 
us in the fight against al Qaeda and its affiliates. 
The American people did not choose this fight. It came to our shores, and 
started with the senseless slaughter of our citizens. After nearly 10 years of 
service, struggle, and sacrifice, we know well the costs of war. These efforts 
weigh on me every time I, as Commander-in-Chief, have to sign a letter to a 
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family that has lost a loved one, or look into the eyes of a service member 
who's been gravely wounded. 
So Americans understand the costs of war. Yet as a country, we will never 
tolerate our security being threatened, nor stand idly by when our people have 
been killed. We will be relentless in defense of our citizens and our friends and 
allies. We will be true to the values that make us who we are. And on nights 
like this one, we can say to those families who have lost loved ones to al 
Qaeda's terror: Justice has been done. 
Tonight, we give thanks to the countless intelligence and counterterrorism 
professionals who've worked tirelessly to achieve this outcome. The American 
people do not see their work, nor know their names. But tonight, they feel the 
satisfaction of their work and the result of their pursuit of justice. 
We give thanks for the men who carried out this operation, for they exemplify 
the professionalism, patriotism, and unparalleled courage of those who serve 
our country. And they are part of a generation that has borne the heaviest 
share of the burden since that September day. 
Finally, let me say to the families who lost loved ones on 9/11 that we have 
never forgotten your loss, nor wavered in our commitment to see that we do 
whatever it takes to prevent another attack on our shores. 
And tonight, let us think back to the sense of unity that prevailed on 9/11. I 
know that it has, at times, frayed. Yet today's achievement is a testament to 
the greatness of our country and the determination of the American people. 
The cause of securing our country is not complete. But tonight, we are once 
again reminded that America can do whatever we set our mind to. That is the 
story of our history, whether it's the pursuit of prosperity for our people, or 
the struggle for equality for all our citizens; our commitment to stand up for 
our values abroad, and our sacrifices to make the world a safer place. 
Let us remember that we can do these things not just because of wealth or 
power, but because of who we are: one nation, under God, indivisible, with 
liberty and justice for all. 
Thank you. May God bless you. And may God bless the United States of 
America. 
(http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/05/02/osama-bin-laden-dead-
obama-speech-video-transcript_n_856122.html 2 May 2011) 
 
 
 

GEORGE W BUSH  
Speech delivered after the 9/11 attacks 
 
Mr.	
  Speaker,	
  Mr.	
  President	
  Pro	
  Tempore,	
  members	
  of	
  Congress,	
  and	
  fellow	
  
Americans:	
  

In	
  the	
  normal	
  course	
  of	
  events,	
  presidents	
  come	
  to	
  this	
  chamber	
  to	
  report	
  on	
  the	
  
state	
  of	
  the	
  Union.	
  Tonight,	
  no	
  such	
  report	
  is	
  needed.	
  It	
  has	
  already	
  been	
  
delivered	
  by	
  the	
  American	
  people.	
  

We	
  have	
  seen	
  it	
  in	
  the	
  courage	
  of	
  passengers	
  who	
  rushed	
  terrorists	
  to	
  save	
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others	
  on	
  the	
  ground.	
  Passengers	
  like	
  an	
  exceptional	
  man	
  named	
  Todd	
  Beamer.	
  
And	
  would	
  you	
  please	
  help	
  me	
  welcome	
  his	
  wife	
  Lisa	
  Beamer	
  here	
  tonight?	
  

We	
  have	
  seen	
  the	
  state	
  of	
  our	
  Union	
  in	
  the	
  endurance	
  of	
  rescuers	
  working	
  past	
  
exhaustion.	
  

We've	
  seen	
  the	
  unfurling	
  of	
  flags,	
  the	
  lighting	
  of	
  candles,	
  the	
  giving	
  of	
  blood,	
  the	
  
saying	
  of	
  prayers	
  in	
  English,	
  Hebrew	
  and	
  Arabic.	
  

We	
  have	
  seen	
  the	
  decency	
  of	
  a	
  loving	
  and	
  giving	
  people	
  who	
  have	
  made	
  the	
  grief	
  
of	
  strangers	
  their	
  own.	
  

My	
  fellow	
  citizens,	
  for	
  the	
  last	
  nine	
  days,	
  the	
  entire	
  world	
  has	
  seen	
  for	
  itself	
  the	
  
state	
  of	
  our	
  Union,	
  and	
  it	
  is	
  strong.	
  

Tonight,	
  we	
  are	
  a	
  country	
  awakened	
  to	
  danger	
  and	
  called	
  to	
  defend	
  freedom.	
  Our	
  
grief	
  has	
  turned	
  to	
  anger	
  and	
  anger	
  to	
  resolution.	
  Whether	
  we	
  bring	
  our	
  enemies	
  
to	
  justice	
  or	
  bring	
  justice	
  to	
  our	
  enemies,	
  justice	
  will	
  be	
  done.	
  

I	
  thank	
  the	
  Congress	
  for	
  its	
  leadership	
  at	
  such	
  an	
  important	
  time.	
  

All	
  of	
  America	
  was	
  touched	
  on	
  the	
  evening	
  of	
  the	
  tragedy	
  to	
  see	
  Republicans	
  and	
  
Democrats	
  joined	
  together	
  on	
  the	
  steps	
  of	
  this	
  Capitol	
  singing	
  "God	
  Bless	
  
America."	
  

And	
  you	
  did	
  more	
  than	
  sing.	
  You	
  acted,	
  by	
  delivering	
  $40	
  billion	
  to	
  rebuild	
  our	
  
communities	
  and	
  meet	
  the	
  needs	
  of	
  our	
  military.	
  Speaker	
  Hastert,	
  Minority	
  
Leader	
  Gephardt,	
  Majority	
  Leader	
  Daschle	
  and	
  Senator	
  Lott,	
  I	
  thank	
  you	
  for	
  your	
  
friendship,	
  for	
  your	
  leadership	
  and	
  for	
  your	
  service	
  to	
  our	
  country.	
  

And	
  on	
  behalf	
  of	
  the	
  American	
  people,	
  I	
  thank	
  the	
  world	
  for	
  its	
  outpouring	
  of	
  
support.	
  

America	
  will	
  never	
  forget	
  the	
  sounds	
  of	
  our	
  national	
  anthem	
  playing	
  at	
  
Buckingham	
  Palace,	
  on	
  the	
  streets	
  of	
  Paris	
  and	
  at	
  Berlin's	
  Brandenburg	
  Gate.	
  

We	
  will	
  not	
  forget	
  South	
  Korean	
  children	
  gathering	
  to	
  pray	
  outside	
  our	
  embassy	
  
in	
  Seoul,	
  or	
  the	
  prayers	
  of	
  sympathy	
  offered	
  at	
  a	
  mosque	
  in	
  Cairo.	
  

We	
  will	
  not	
  forget	
  moments	
  of	
  silence	
  and	
  days	
  of	
  mourning	
  in	
  Australia	
  and	
  
Africa	
  and	
  Latin	
  America.	
  

Nor	
  will	
  we	
  forget	
  the	
  citizens	
  of	
  80	
  other	
  nations	
  who	
  died	
  with	
  our	
  own.	
  
Dozens	
  of	
  Pakistanis,	
  more	
  than	
  130	
  Israelis,	
  more	
  than	
  250	
  citizens	
  of	
  India,	
  
men	
  and	
  women	
  from	
  El	
  Salvador,	
  Iran,	
  Mexico	
  and	
  Japan,	
  and	
  hundreds	
  of	
  
British	
  citizens.	
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America	
  has	
  no	
  truer	
  friend	
  than	
  Great	
  Britain.	
  

Once	
  again,	
  we	
  are	
  joined	
  together	
  in	
  a	
  great	
  cause.	
  

I'm	
  so	
  honored	
  the	
  British	
  prime	
  minister	
  has	
  crossed	
  an	
  ocean	
  to	
  show	
  his	
  unity	
  
with	
  America.	
  

Thank	
  you	
  for	
  coming,	
  friend.	
  

On	
  September	
  the	
  11th,	
  enemies	
  of	
  freedom	
  committed	
  an	
  act	
  of	
  war	
  against	
  our	
  
country.	
  Americans	
  have	
  known	
  wars,	
  but	
  for	
  the	
  past	
  136	
  years	
  they	
  have	
  been	
  
wars	
  on	
  foreign	
  soil,	
  except	
  for	
  one	
  Sunday	
  in	
  1941.	
  Americans	
  have	
  known	
  the	
  
casualties	
  of	
  war,	
  but	
  not	
  at	
  the	
  center	
  of	
  a	
  great	
  city	
  on	
  a	
  peaceful	
  morning.	
  

Americans	
  have	
  known	
  surprise	
  attacks,	
  but	
  never	
  before	
  on	
  thousands	
  of	
  
civilians.	
  

All	
  of	
  this	
  was	
  brought	
  upon	
  us	
  in	
  a	
  single	
  day,	
  and	
  night	
  fell	
  on	
  a	
  different	
  world,	
  
a	
  world	
  where	
  freedom	
  itself	
  is	
  under	
  attack.	
  

Americans	
  have	
  many	
  questions	
  tonight.	
  Americans	
  are	
  asking,	
  "Who	
  attacked	
  
our	
  country?"	
  

The	
  evidence	
  we	
  have	
  gathered	
  all	
  points	
  to	
  a	
  collection	
  of	
  loosely	
  affiliated	
  
terrorist	
  organizations	
  known	
  as	
  al-­‐Qaida.	
  They	
  are	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  murderers	
  
indicted	
  for	
  bombing	
  American	
  embassies	
  in	
  Tanzania	
  and	
  Kenya	
  and	
  
responsible	
  for	
  bombing	
  the	
  USS	
  Cole.	
  

Al-­‐Qaida	
  is	
  to	
  terror	
  what	
  the	
  Mafia	
  is	
  to	
  crime.	
  But	
  its	
  goal	
  is	
  not	
  making	
  money.	
  
Its	
  goal	
  is	
  remaking	
  the	
  world	
  and	
  imposing	
  its	
  radical	
  beliefs	
  on	
  people	
  
everywhere.	
  

The	
  terrorists	
  practice	
  a	
  fringe	
  form	
  of	
  Islamic	
  extremism	
  that	
  has	
  been	
  rejected	
  
by	
  Muslim	
  scholars	
  and	
  the	
  vast	
  majority	
  of	
  Muslim	
  clerics;	
  a	
  fringe	
  movement	
  
that	
  perverts	
  the	
  peaceful	
  teachings	
  of	
  Islam.	
  

The	
  terrorists'	
  directive	
  commands	
  them	
  to	
  kill	
  Christians	
  and	
  Jews,	
  to	
  kill	
  all	
  
Americans	
  and	
  make	
  no	
  distinctions	
  among	
  military	
  and	
  civilians,	
  including	
  
women	
  and	
  children.	
  

This	
  group	
  and	
  its	
  leader,	
  a	
  person	
  named	
  Osama	
  bin	
  Laden,	
  are	
  linked	
  to	
  many	
  
other	
  organizations	
  in	
  different	
  countries,	
  including	
  the	
  Egyptian	
  Islamic	
  Jihad,	
  
the	
  Islamic	
  Movement	
  of	
  Uzbekistan.	
  

There	
  are	
  thousands	
  of	
  these	
  terrorists	
  in	
  more	
  than	
  60	
  countries.	
  

They	
  are	
  recruited	
  from	
  their	
  own	
  nations	
  and	
  neighborhoods	
  and	
  brought	
  to	
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camps	
  in	
  places	
  like	
  Afghanistan,	
  where	
  they	
  are	
  trained	
  in	
  the	
  tactics	
  of	
  terror.	
  
They	
  are	
  sent	
  back	
  to	
  their	
  homes	
  or	
  sent	
  to	
  hide	
  in	
  countries	
  around	
  the	
  world	
  
to	
  plot	
  evil	
  and	
  destruction.	
  

The	
  leadership	
  of	
  al-­‐Qaida	
  has	
  great	
  influence	
  in	
  Afghanistan	
  and	
  supports	
  the	
  
Taliban	
  regime	
  in	
  controlling	
  most	
  of	
  that	
  country.	
  In	
  Afghanistan	
  we	
  see	
  al-­‐
Qaida's	
  vision	
  for	
  the	
  world.	
  Afghanistan's	
  people	
  have	
  been	
  brutalized,	
  many	
  
are	
  starving	
  and	
  many	
  have	
  fled.	
  

Women	
  are	
  not	
  allowed	
  to	
  attend	
  school.	
  You	
  can	
  be	
  jailed	
  for	
  owning	
  a	
  
television.	
  Religion	
  can	
  be	
  practiced	
  only	
  as	
  their	
  leaders	
  dictate.	
  A	
  man	
  can	
  be	
  
jailed	
  in	
  Afghanistan	
  if	
  his	
  beard	
  is	
  not	
  long	
  enough.	
  

The	
  United	
  States	
  respects	
  the	
  people	
  of	
  Afghanistan	
  -­‐-­‐	
  after	
  all,	
  we	
  are	
  currently	
  
its	
  largest	
  source	
  of	
  humanitarian	
  aid	
  -­‐-­‐	
  but	
  we	
  condemn	
  the	
  Taliban	
  regime.	
  

It	
  is	
  not	
  only	
  repressing	
  its	
  own	
  people,	
  it	
  is	
  threatening	
  people	
  everywhere	
  by	
  
sponsoring	
  and	
  sheltering	
  and	
  supplying	
  terrorists.	
  

By	
  aiding	
  and	
  abetting	
  murder,	
  the	
  Taliban	
  regime	
  is	
  committing	
  murder.	
  And	
  
tonight	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  of	
  America	
  makes	
  the	
  following	
  demands	
  on	
  the	
  
Taliban.	
  

Deliver	
  to	
  United	
  States	
  authorities	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  leaders	
  of	
  al-­‐Qaida	
  who	
  hide	
  in	
  your	
  
land.	
  

Release	
  all	
  foreign	
  nationals,	
  including	
  American	
  citizens	
  you	
  have	
  unjustly	
  
imprisoned.	
  Protect	
  foreign	
  journalists,	
  diplomats	
  and	
  aid	
  workers	
  in	
  your	
  
country.	
  Close	
  immediately	
  and	
  permanently	
  every	
  terrorist	
  training	
  camp	
  in	
  
Afghanistan.	
  And	
  hand	
  over	
  every	
  terrorist	
  and	
  every	
  person	
  and	
  their	
  support	
  
structure	
  to	
  appropriate	
  authorities.	
  

Give	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  full	
  access	
  to	
  terrorist	
  training	
  camps,	
  so	
  we	
  can	
  make	
  
sure	
  they	
  are	
  no	
  longer	
  operating.	
  

These	
  demands	
  are	
  not	
  open	
  to	
  negotiation	
  or	
  discussion.	
  

The	
  Taliban	
  must	
  act	
  and	
  act	
  immediately.	
  

They	
  will	
  hand	
  over	
  the	
  terrorists,	
  or	
  they	
  will	
  share	
  in	
  their	
  fate.	
  

I	
  also	
  want	
  to	
  speak	
  tonight	
  directly	
  to	
  Muslims	
  throughout	
  the	
  world.	
  We	
  
respect	
  your	
  faith.	
  It's	
  practiced	
  freely	
  by	
  many	
  millions	
  of	
  Americans	
  and	
  by	
  
millions	
  more	
  in	
  countries	
  that	
  America	
  counts	
  as	
  friends.	
  Its	
  teachings	
  are	
  good	
  
and	
  peaceful,	
  and	
  those	
  who	
  commit	
  evil	
  in	
  the	
  name	
  of	
  Allah	
  blaspheme	
  the	
  
name	
  of	
  Allah.	
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The	
  terrorists	
  are	
  traitors	
  to	
  their	
  own	
  faith,	
  trying,	
  in	
  effect,	
  to	
  hijack	
  Islam	
  
itself.	
  

The	
  enemy	
  of	
  America	
  is	
  not	
  our	
  many	
  Muslim	
  friends.	
  It	
  is	
  not	
  our	
  many	
  Arab	
  
friends.	
  Our	
  enemy	
  is	
  a	
  radical	
  network	
  of	
  terrorists	
  and	
  every	
  government	
  that	
  
supports	
  them.	
  

Our	
  war	
  on	
  terror	
  begins	
  with	
  al-­‐Qaida,	
  but	
  it	
  does	
  not	
  end	
  there.	
  

It	
  will	
  not	
  end	
  until	
  every	
  terrorist	
  group	
  of	
  global	
  reach	
  has	
  been	
  found,	
  stopped	
  
and	
  defeated.	
  

Americans	
  are	
  asking,	
  "Why	
  do	
  they	
  hate	
  us?"	
  

They	
  hate	
  what	
  they	
  see	
  right	
  here	
  in	
  this	
  chamber:	
  a	
  democratically	
  elected	
  
government.	
  Their	
  leaders	
  are	
  self-­‐appointed.	
  They	
  hate	
  our	
  freedoms:	
  our	
  
freedom	
  of	
  religion,	
  our	
  freedom	
  of	
  speech,	
  our	
  freedom	
  to	
  vote	
  and	
  assemble	
  
and	
  disagree	
  with	
  each	
  other.	
  

They	
  want	
  to	
  overthrow	
  existing	
  governments	
  in	
  many	
  Muslim	
  countries	
  such	
  as	
  
Egypt,	
  Saudi	
  Arabia	
  and	
  Jordan.	
  They	
  want	
  to	
  drive	
  Israel	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  Middle	
  East.	
  
They	
  want	
  to	
  drive	
  Christians	
  and	
  Jews	
  out	
  of	
  vast	
  regions	
  of	
  Asia	
  and	
  Africa.	
  

These	
  terrorists	
  kill	
  not	
  merely	
  to	
  end	
  lives,	
  but	
  to	
  disrupt	
  and	
  end	
  a	
  way	
  of	
  life.	
  
With	
  every	
  atrocity,	
  they	
  hope	
  that	
  America	
  grows	
  fearful,	
  retreating	
  from	
  the	
  
world	
  and	
  forsaking	
  our	
  friends.	
  They	
  stand	
  against	
  us	
  because	
  we	
  stand	
  in	
  their	
  
way.	
  

We're	
  not	
  deceived	
  by	
  their	
  pretenses	
  to	
  piety.	
  

We	
  have	
  seen	
  their	
  kind	
  before.	
  They're	
  the	
  heirs	
  of	
  all	
  the	
  murderous	
  ideologies	
  
of	
  the	
  20th	
  century.	
  By	
  sacrificing	
  human	
  life	
  to	
  serve	
  their	
  radical	
  visions,	
  by	
  
abandoning	
  every	
  value	
  except	
  the	
  will	
  to	
  power,	
  they	
  follow	
  in	
  the	
  path	
  of	
  
fascism,	
  Nazism	
  and	
  totalitarianism.	
  And	
  they	
  will	
  follow	
  that	
  path	
  all	
  the	
  way	
  to	
  
where	
  it	
  ends	
  in	
  history's	
  unmarked	
  grave	
  of	
  discarded	
  lies.	
  

Americans	
  are	
  asking,	
  "How	
  will	
  we	
  fight	
  and	
  win	
  this	
  war?"	
  We	
  will	
  direct	
  every	
  
resource	
  at	
  our	
  command	
  -­‐-­‐	
  every	
  means	
  of	
  diplomacy,	
  every	
  tool	
  of	
  intelligence,	
  
every	
  instrument	
  of	
  law	
  enforcement,	
  every	
  financial	
  influence	
  and	
  every	
  
necessary	
  weapon	
  of	
  war	
  -­‐-­‐	
  to	
  the	
  destruction	
  and	
  to	
  the	
  defeat	
  of	
  the	
  global	
  
terror	
  network.	
  

Now	
  this	
  war	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  like	
  the	
  war	
  against	
  Iraq	
  a	
  decade	
  ago,	
  with	
  a	
  decisive	
  
liberation	
  of	
  territory	
  and	
  a	
  swift	
  conclusion.	
  It	
  will	
  not	
  look	
  like	
  the	
  air	
  war	
  
above	
  Kosovo	
  two	
  years	
  ago,	
  where	
  no	
  ground	
  troops	
  were	
  used	
  and	
  not	
  a	
  single	
  
American	
  was	
  lost	
  in	
  combat.	
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Our	
  response	
  involves	
  far	
  more	
  than	
  instant	
  retaliation	
  and	
  isolated	
  strikes.	
  
Americans	
  should	
  not	
  expect	
  one	
  battle,	
  but	
  a	
  lengthy	
  campaign	
  unlike	
  any	
  other	
  
we	
  have	
  ever	
  seen.	
  It	
  may	
  include	
  dramatic	
  strikes	
  visible	
  on	
  TV	
  and	
  covert	
  
operations	
  secret	
  even	
  in	
  success.	
  

We	
  will	
  starve	
  terrorists	
  of	
  funding,	
  turn	
  them	
  one	
  against	
  another,	
  drive	
  them	
  
from	
  place	
  to	
  place	
  until	
  there	
  is	
  no	
  refuge	
  or	
  no	
  rest.	
  

And	
  we	
  will	
  pursue	
  nations	
  that	
  provide	
  aid	
  or	
  safe	
  haven	
  to	
  terrorism.	
  Every	
  
nation	
  in	
  every	
  region	
  now	
  has	
  a	
  decision	
  to	
  make:	
  Either	
  you	
  are	
  with	
  us,	
  or	
  you	
  
are	
  with	
  the	
  terrorists.	
  

From	
  this	
  day	
  forward,	
  any	
  nation	
  that	
  continues	
  to	
  harbor	
  or	
  support	
  terrorism	
  
will	
  be	
  regarded	
  by	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  as	
  a	
  hostile	
  regime.	
  Our	
  nation	
  has	
  been	
  put	
  
on	
  notice,	
  we're	
  not	
  immune	
  from	
  attack.	
  We	
  will	
  take	
  defensive	
  measures	
  
against	
  terrorism	
  to	
  protect	
  Americans.	
  

Today,	
  dozens	
  of	
  federal	
  departments	
  and	
  agencies,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  state	
  and	
  local	
  
governments,	
  have	
  responsibilities	
  affecting	
  homeland	
  security.	
  

These	
  efforts	
  must	
  be	
  coordinated	
  at	
  the	
  highest	
  level.	
  So	
  tonight,	
  I	
  announce	
  the	
  
creation	
  of	
  a	
  Cabinet-­‐level	
  position	
  reporting	
  directly	
  to	
  me,	
  the	
  Office	
  of	
  
Homeland	
  Security.	
  

And	
  tonight,	
  I	
  also	
  announce	
  a	
  distinguished	
  American	
  to	
  lead	
  this	
  effort,	
  to	
  
strengthen	
  American	
  security:	
  a	
  military	
  veteran,	
  an	
  effective	
  governor,	
  a	
  true	
  
patriot,	
  a	
  trusted	
  friend,	
  Pennsylvania's	
  Tom	
  Ridge.	
  

He	
  will	
  lead,	
  oversee	
  and	
  coordinate	
  a	
  comprehensive	
  national	
  strategy	
  to	
  
safeguard	
  our	
  country	
  against	
  terrorism	
  and	
  respond	
  to	
  any	
  attacks	
  that	
  may	
  
come.	
  

These	
  measures	
  are	
  essential.	
  The	
  only	
  way	
  to	
  defeat	
  terrorism	
  as	
  a	
  threat	
  to	
  our	
  
way	
  of	
  life	
  is	
  to	
  stop	
  it,	
  eliminate	
  it	
  and	
  destroy	
  it	
  where	
  it	
  grows.	
  

Many	
  will	
  be	
  involved	
  in	
  this	
  effort,	
  from	
  FBI	
  agents,	
  to	
  intelligence	
  operatives,	
  to	
  
the	
  reservists	
  we	
  have	
  called	
  to	
  active	
  duty.	
  All	
  deserve	
  our	
  thanks,	
  and	
  all	
  have	
  
our	
  prayers.	
  

And	
  tonight	
  a	
  few	
  miles	
  from	
  the	
  damaged	
  Pentagon,	
  I	
  have	
  a	
  message	
  for	
  our	
  
military:	
  Be	
  ready.	
  I	
  have	
  called	
  the	
  armed	
  forces	
  to	
  alert,	
  and	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  reason.	
  

The	
  hour	
  is	
  coming	
  when	
  America	
  will	
  act,	
  and	
  you	
  will	
  make	
  us	
  proud.	
  

This	
  is	
  not,	
  however,	
  just	
  America's	
  fight.	
  And	
  what	
  is	
  at	
  stake	
  is	
  not	
  just	
  
America's	
  freedom.	
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This	
  is	
  the	
  world's	
  fight.	
  This	
  is	
  civilization's	
  fight.	
  This	
  is	
  the	
  fight	
  of	
  all	
  who	
  
believe	
  in	
  progress	
  and	
  pluralism,	
  tolerance	
  and	
  freedom.	
  

We	
  ask	
  every	
  nation	
  to	
  join	
  us.	
  […]	
  
(http://www.historyplace.com/speeches/index.html	
  )	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

MARTIN LUTHER KING 
Speech delivered on 28 August, 1963, at the 
Lincoln Memorial, Washington DC. 
 
I am happy to join with you today in what will go down in history as the 
greatest demonstration for freedom in the history of our nation. 
Five score years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we stand 
today, signed the Emancipation Proclamation. This momentous decree came 
as a great beacon-light of hope to millions of negro slaves, who had been 
seared in the flames of withering injustice. It came as a joyous daybreak to 
end the long night of their captivity. But 100 years later, the negro still is not 
free. One hundred years later, the life of the negro is still sadly crippled by the 
manacle of segregation and the chains of discrimination. 
One hundred years later, the negro lives on a lonely island of poverty in the 
midst of a vast ocean of material prosperity. One hundred years later, the 
negro is still languished in the corners of American society and finds himself 
an exile in his own land. So we've come here today to dramatise a shameful 
condition. In a sense, we've come to our nation's capital to cash a cheque. 
When the architects of our republic wrote the magnificent words of the 
constitution and the Declaration of Independence, they were signing a 
promissory note to which every American was to fall heir. 
This note was a promise that all men - yes, black men as well as white men - 
would be guaranteed the inalienable rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness. It is obvious today that America has defaulted on this promissory 
note in so far as her citizens of colour are concerned. Instead of honouring 
this sacred obligation, America has given the negro people a bad cheque, a 
cheque which has come back marked "insufficient funds". 
But we refuse to believe that the bank of justice is bankrupt. We refuse to 
believe that there are insufficient funds in the great vaults of opportunity of this 
nation. So we have come to cash this cheque, a cheque that will give us upon 
demand the riches of freedom and the security of justice. 
We have also come to this hallowed spot to remind America of the fierce 
urgency of now. This is no time to engage in the luxury of cooling off or to take 
the tranquillising drug of gradualism. 
Now is the time to make real the promises of democracy. 
Now is the time to rise from the dark and desolate valley of segregation to the 
sunlit path of racial justice. 
Now is the time to lift our nation from the quicksands of racial injustice to the 
solid rock of brotherhood. 
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Now is the time to make justice a reality for all of God's children. 
It would be fatal for the nation to overlook the urgency of the moment. This 
sweltering summer of the negro's legitimate discontent will not pass until there 
is an invigorating autumn of freedom and equality. 
Nineteen sixty-three is not an end but a beginning. 
Those who hope that the negro needed to blow off steam and will now be 
content will have a rude awakening if the nation returns to business as usual. 
There will be neither rest nor tranquillity in America until the negro is granted 
his citizenship rights. The whirlwinds of revolt will continue to shake the 
foundations of our nation until the bright day of justice emerges. 
But there is something that I must say to my people who stand on the warm 
threshold which leads into the palace of justice. In the process of gaining our 
rightful place we must not be guilty of wrongful deeds. 
Let us not seek to satisfy our thirst for freedom by drinking from the cup of 
bitterness and hatred. We must forever conduct our struggle on the high plane 
of dignity and discipline. We must not allow our creative protest to degenerate 
into physical violence. Again and again we must rise to the majestic heights of 
meeting physical force with soul force. 
The marvellous new militancy which has engulfed the negro community must 
not lead us to a distrust of all white people, for many of our white brothers, as 
evidenced by their presence here today, have come to realise that their 
destiny is tied up with our destiny, and their freedom is inextricably bound to 
our freedom. We cannot walk alone. 
And as we walk, we must make the pledge that we shall always march ahead. 
We cannot turn back. There are those who are asking the devotees of civil 
rights, "When will you be satisfied?" We can never be satisfied as long as the 
negro is the victim of the unspeakable horrors of police brutality. 
We can never be satisfied as long as our bodies, heavy with the fatigue of 
travel, cannot gain lodging in the motels of the highways and the hotels of the 
cities. 
We cannot be satisfied as long as the negro's basic mobility is from a smaller 
ghetto to a larger one. 
We can never be satisfied as long as our children are stripped of their 
selfhood and robbed of their dignity by signs stating "For whites only". 
We cannot be satisfied as long as a negro in Mississippi cannot vote and a 
negro in New York believes he has nothing for which to vote. 
No, no we are not satisfied, and we will not be satisfied until justice rolls down 
like waters and righteousness like a mighty stream. 
I am not unmindful that some of you have come here out of great trials and 
tribulations. Some of you have come fresh from narrow jail cells. Some of you 
have come from areas where your quest for freedom left you battered by the 
storms of persecution and staggered by the winds of police brutality. 
You have been the veterans of creative suffering. Continue to work with the 
faith that unearned suffering is redemptive. 
Go back to Mississippi, go back to Alabama, go back to South Carolina, go 
back to Georgia, go back to Louisiana, go back to the slums and ghettos of 
our northern cities, knowing that somehow this situation can and will be 
changed. 
Let us not wallow in the valley of despair. I say to you today, my friends, so 
even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow. I still have a 
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dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American dream. 
I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true 
meaning of its creed: "We hold these truths to be self-evident that all men are 
created equal." 
I have a dream that one day, on the red hills of Georgia, the sons of former 
slaves and the sons of former slave owners will be able to sit down together at 
the table of brotherhood. 
I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering 
with the heat of injustice, sweltering with the heat of oppression will be 
transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice. 
I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where 
they will not be judged by the colour of their skin but by the content of their 
character. 
I have a dream today. 
I have a dream that one day down in Alabama, with its vicious racists, with its 
governor having his lips dripping with the words of interposition and 
nullification, one day right down in Alabama, little black boys and black girls 
will be able to join hands with little white boys and white girls as sisters and 
brothers. 
I have a dream today. 
I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, every hill and 
mountain shall be made low, the rough places will be made plain and the 
crooked places will be made straight, and the glory of the Lord shall be 
revealed and all flesh shall see it together. 
	
  
Useful	
  links:	
  	
  

• Margaret	
  Thatcher’s	
  speeches	
  
http://www.margaretthatcher.org/speeches/	
  

• Nelson	
  Mandela	
  
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2007/apr/23/nelsonmandela	
  	
  

• Huffington	
  Post	
  -­‐	
  52	
  reasons	
  to	
  vote	
  for	
  Obama	
  
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/bernard-­‐whitman/52-­‐reasons-­‐to-­‐vote-­‐
for-­‐obama-­‐bin-­‐laden_b_1777216.html	
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A Postcolonial Representation of Arabic 
Mohamed Benhaddou (Abdelmalek Essaadi University, Tetuan, Morocco) 

Textualizing events, beliefs, traditions and languages of the subjugated communities 
has always served the colonial purposes. The general aim was to indicate through the 
power of discourse who matters most and who is subordinate. Such a practice could 
not be said to be ended in post-colonial era. Post-colonial discursive practices still 
carry traces of colonial textualization of the Other. Euro-centricism, then, was not 
covert during colonization to the extent that the concept of European superiority was 
made very salient in most colonial writings and mainly in travel writings. In fact, 
intellectual superiority formed the control centre, i.e., the macro-topic around which 
all the other concepts are simply used to support and to strengthen the major topic. 

Such discursive practices have not disappeared in the aftermath of colonialism. 
Residual effects have persisted. They have remained the usual and the common 
practice whenever the Other -and by Other it is meant not only the individual, but 
everything characterizing this individual- is taken as the object of scientific inquiry as 
it is the case of post-colonial study of Arabic. This paper is an attempt to illustrate 
certain aspects of post-colonial discursive practices concerning the linguistic habits of 
the Other. It is in actual fact a critical review of, or in post-colonial terms, resistance 
to studies dealing with the language of the Other. Such an approach is intended to 
show not only the actual view of the Self vis-à-vis the Other, i.e., the confirmation of 
the superior Self vis-à-vis the inferior Other. But it intends to explore the operational 
process underlying the creation and utilization of language. This kind of process takes 
advantage of the structural, textual and contextual factors, in order to achieve the 
ultimate aim behind the production and reception of such a stretch of connected 
verbal interaction, as it manifest itself in dominant discourse practices or in counter-
discourse practices. […]	
  
(http://www.postcolonialweb.org/poldiscourse/casablanca/benhaddou1.html)	
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BLACK	
  SKINS,	
  WHITE	
  MASKS,	
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CHAPTER	
  2	
  –	
  THE	
  WOMAN	
  OF	
  COLOUR	
  AND	
  THE	
  WHITE	
  MAN	
  
	
  
Man is motion toward the world and toward his like. A movement of 
aggression, which leads to enslavement or to conquest; a movement of love, a 
gift of self, the ultimate stage of what by common accord is called ethical 
orientation. Every consciousness seems to have the capacity to demonstrate 
these two components, simultaneously or alternatively. The person I love will 
strengthen me by endorsing my assumption of my manhood, while the need to 
earn the admiration or the love of others will erect a value- making 
superstructure on my whole vision of the world. 

In reaching an understanding of phenomena of this sort, the analyst and the 
phenomenologist are given a difficult task. And, if a Sartre has appeared to 
formulate a description of love as frustration, his Being and Nothingness 
amounting only to an analysis of dishonesty and inauthenticity, the fact 
remains that true, authentic love—wishing for others what one postulates for 
oneself, when that postulation unites the permanent values of human reality—
entails the mobilization of psychic drives basically freed of unconscious 
conflicts. 

Left far, far behind, the last sequelae of a titanic struggle carried on against the 
other have been dissipated. 

Today I believe in the possibility of love; that is why I endeavor to trace its 
imperfections, its perversions. 

In this chapter devoted to the relations between the woman of color and the 
European, it is our problem to ascertain to what extent authentic love will 
remain unattainable before one has purged oneself of that feeling of inferiority 
or that Adlerian exaltation, that overcompensation, which seem to be the 
indices of the black Weltanschauung. 

For after all we have a right to be perturbed when we read, in Je suis 
Martiniquaise: “I should have liked to be married, but to a white man. But a 
woman of color is never altogether respectable in a white man’s eyes. Even 
when he loves her. I knew that.”1 This passage, which serves in a way as the 
conclusion of a vast delusion, prods one’s brain. One day a woman named 
Mayotte Capécia, obeying a motivation whose elements are difficult to detect, 
sat down to write 202 pages—her life—in which the most ridiculous ideas 
proliferated at random. The enthusiastic reception that greeted this book in 
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certain circles forces us to analyze it. For me, all circumlocution is impossible: 
Je suis Martiniquaise is cut-rate merchandise, a sermon in praise of corruption. 

Mayotte loves a white man to whom she submits in everything. He is her lord. 
She asks nothing, demands nothing, except a bit of whiteness in her life. When 
she tries to determine in her own mind whether the man is handsome or ugly, 
she writes, “All I know is that he had blue eyes, blond hair, and a light skin, 
and that I loved him.” It is not difficult to see that a rearrangement of these 
elements in their proper hierarchy would produce something of this order: “I 
loved him because he had blue eyes, blond hair, and a light skin.” We who 
come from the Antilles know one thing only too well: Blue eyes, the people 
say, frighten the Negro. 

When I observed in my introduction that, historically, inferiority has been felt 
economically, I was hardly mistaken. 

There were evenings, unhappily, when he had to leave me alone in order to fulfill his 
social obligations. He would go to Didier, the fashionable part of Fort-de-France 
inhabited by the “Martinique whiteys,” who are perhaps not too pure racially but who 
are often very rich (it is understood that one is white above a certain financial level), 
and the “France whiteys,” most of them government people and military officers. 

Among André’s colleagues, who like him had been marooned in the Antilles by the 
war, some had managed to have their wives join them. I understood that André could 
not always hold himself aloof from them. I also accepted the fact that I was barred 
from this society because I was a woman of color; but I could not help being jealous. 
It was no good his explaining to me that his private life was something that belonged 
to him alone and that his social and military life was something else, which was not 
within his control; I nagged so much that one day he took me to Didier. We spent the 
evening in one of those little villas that I had admired since my childhood, with two 
officers and their wives. The women kept watching me with a condescension that I 
found unbearable. I felt that I was wearing too much makeup, that I was not properly 
dressed, that I was not doing André credit, perhaps simply because of the color of my 
skin—in short, I spent so miserable an evening that I decided I would never again ask 
André to take me with him.2 

It was Didier, the preserve of the richest people in Martinique, that magnetized 
all the girl’s wishes. And she makes the point herself: One is white above a 
certain financial level. The houses in this section had long dazzled the lady. I 
have the feeling, however, that Mayotte Capécia is laying it on: She tells us 
that she did not go to Fort-de-France until she was grown, at about the age of 
eighteen; and yet the mansions of Didier had beguiled her childhood. There is 
an inconsistency here that becomes under- standable when one grasps the 
background. It is in fact customary in Martinique to dream of a form of 
salvation that consists of magically turning white. A house in Didier, 
acceptance into that high society (Didier is on a hill that dominates the city), 
and there you have Hegel’s subjective certainty made flesh. And in another 
way it is quite easy to see the place that the dialectic of being and having3 
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would occupy in a description of this behavior. Such, however, is not the case 
with Mayotte. She is looked at with distaste. Things begin their usual course… 
It is because she is a woman of color that she is not accepted in this society. 
Her resentment feeds on her own artificiality. We shall see why love is beyond 
the reach of the Mayotte Capécias of all nations. For the beloved should not 
allow me to turn my infantile fantasies into reality: On the contrary, he should 
help me to go beyond them. The childhood of Mayotte Capécia shows us a 
certain number of characteristics that illustrate the line of orientation she 
follows as an adult. And each time there is a movement or a contact, it will 
have a direct relation to her goal. It would seem indeed that for her white and 
black represent the two poles of a world, two poles in perpetual conflict: a 
genuinely Manichean concept of the world; the word has been spoken, it must 
be remembered—white or black, that is the question. 

I am white: that is to say that I possess beauty and virtue, which have never 
been black. I am the color of the daylight. . . . 

I am black: I am the incarnation of a complete fusion with the world, an 
intuitive understanding of the earth, an abandonment of my ego in the heart of 
the cosmos, and no white man, no matter how intelligent he may be, can ever 
understand Louis Armstrong and the music of the Congo. If I am black, it is not 
the result of a curse, but it is because, having offered my skin, I have been able 
to absorb all the cosmic effluvia. I am truly a ray of sunlight under the earth… 

And there one lies body to body with one’s blackness or one’s whiteness, in 
full narcissistic cry, each sealed into his own peculiarity—with, it is true, now 
and then a flash or so, but these are threatened at their source. 

From the first this is how the problem appears to Mayotte—at the fifth year of 
her age and the third page of her book: “She took her inkwell out of the desk 
and emptied it over his head.” This was her own way of turning whites into 
blacks. But she quite soon recognized the futility of such attempts; and then 
there were Lou-louze and her mother, who told her that life was difficult for a 
woman of color. So, since she could no longer try to blacken, to negrify the 
world, she was going to try, in her own body and in her own mind, to bleach it. 
To start, she would become a laundress: “I charged high prices, higher than 
elsewhere, but I worked better, and since people in Fort-de-France like their 
linens clean, they came to me. In the end, they were proud to have their laundry 
done by Mayotte.” […] 

(http://abahlali.org/files/__Black_Skin__White_Masks__Pluto_Classics_.pdf) 
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KWAME NKRUMAH 

NEO-COLONIALISM, THE LAST STAGE OF 
IMPERIALISM, 1965 
1. Africa's Resources 2. Ostacles to Economic Progress 3. Imperialist Finance 4. Monopoly 
Capitalism and the American Dollar 5. The Truth Behind the Headlines 6. Primary 
Resources and Foreign Interests 7. The Oppenheimer Empire 8. Foreign Investment in South 
African Mining 9. Anglo American Corporation 10. The Diamond Groups 11. Mining 
Interests in Central Africa 12. Companies and Combines 13. The Tin, Aluminium and 
Nickel Giants 14. Union Miniere du Haute Katanga 15. Economic Pressure in the Congo 
Republic 16. Monetary Zones and Foreign Banks 17. New Industries: The Effects on 
Primary Producing Countries. 

18. The mechanisms of neo-colonialism 

In order to halt foreign interference in the affairs of developing countries it is necessary to 
study, understand, expose and actively combat neo-colonialism in whatever guise it may 
appear. For the methods of neo-colonialists are subtle and varied. They operate not only in 
the economic field, but also in the political, religious, ideological and cultural spheres. 

Faced with the militant peoples of the ex-colonial territories in Asia, Africa, the Caribbean 
and Latin America, imperialism simply switches tactics. Without a qualm it dispenses with 
its flags, and even with certain of its more hated expatriate officials. This means, so it 
claims, that it is ‘giving’ independence to its former subjects, to be followed by ‘aid’ for 
their development. Under cover of such phrases, however, it devises innumerable ways to 
accomplish objectives formerly achieved by naked colonialism. It is this sum total of these 
modern attempts to perpetuate colonialism while at the same time talking about ‘freedom’, 
which has come to be known as neo-colonialism. 

Foremost among the neo-colonialists is the United States, which has long exercised its 
power in Latin America. Fumblingly at first she turned towards Europe, and then with more 
certainty after world war two when most countries of that continent were indebted to her. 
Since then, with methodical thoroughness and touching attention to detail, the Pentagon set 
about consolidating its ascendancy, evidence of which can be seen all around the world. 

Who really rules in such places as Great Britain, West Germany, Japan, Spain, Portugal or 
Italy? If General de Gaulle is ‘defecting’ from U.S. monopoly control, what interpretation 
can be placed on his ‘experiments’ in the Sahara desert, his paratroopers in Gabon, or his 
trips to Cambodia and Latin America? 

Lurking behind such questions are the extended tentacles of the Wall Street octopus. And its 
suction cups and muscular strength are provided by a phenomenon dubbed ‘The Invisible 
Government’, arising from Wall Street’s connection with the Pentagon and various 
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intelligence services. I quote: 

‘The Invisible Government ... is a loose amorphous grouping of individuals and agencies 
drawn from many parts of the visible government. It is not limited to the Central Intelligence 
Agency, although the CIA is at its heart. Nor is it confined to the nine other agencies which 
comprise what is known as the intelligence community: the National Security Council, the 
Defense Intelligence Agency, the National Security Agency, Army Intelligence, Navy 
Intelligence and Research, the Atomic Energy Commission and the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. 

‘The Invisible Government includes also many other units and agencies, as well as 
individuals, that appear outwardly to be a normal part of the conventional government. It 
even encompasses business firms and institutions that are seemingly private. 

‘To an extent that is only beginning to be perceived, this shadow government is shaping the 
lives of 190,000,000 Americans. An informed citizen might come to suspect that the foreign 
policy of the United States often works publicly in one direction and secretly through the 
Invisible Government in just the opposite direction. 

‘This Invisible Government is a relatively new institution. It came into being as a result of 
two related factors: the rise of the United States after World War II to a position of pre-
eminent world power, and the challenge to that power by Soviet Communism... 

‘By 1964 the intelligence network had grown into a massive hidden apparatus, secretly 
employing about 200,000 persons and spending billions of dollars a year. [The Invisible 
Government, David Wise and Thomas B. Ross, Random House, New York, 1964.] 

Here, from the very citadel of neo-colonialism, is a description of the apparatus which now 
directs all other Western intelligence set-ups either by persuasion or by force. Results were 
achieved in Algeria during the April 1961 plot of anti-de Gaulle generals; as also in 
Guatemala, Iraq, Iran, Suez and the famous U-2 spy intrusion of Soviet air space which 
wrecked the approaching Summit, then in West Germany and again in East Germany in the 
riots of 1953, in Hungary’s abortive crisis of 1959, Poland’s of September 1956, and in 
Korea, Burma, Formosa, Laos, Cambodia and South Vietnam; they are evident in the trouble 
in Congo (Leopoldville) which began with Lumumba’s murder, and continues till now; in 
events in Cuba, Turkey, Cyprus, Greece, and in other places too numerous to catalogue 
completely. 

And with what aim have these innumerable incidents occurred? The general objective has 
been mentioned: to achieve colonialism in fact while preaching independence. 

On the economic front, a strong factor favouring Western monopolies and acting against the 
developing world is inter-national capital’s control of the world market, as well as of the 
prices of commodities bought and sold there. From 1951 to 1961, without taking oil into 
consideration, the general level of prices for primary products fell by 33.l per cent, while 
prices of manufactured goods rose 3.5 per cent (within which, machinery and equipment 
prices rose 31.3 per cent). In that same decade this caused a loss to the Asian, African and 
Latin American countries, using 1951 prices as a basis, of some $41,400 million. In the 
same period, while the volume of exports from these countries rose, their earnings in foreign 
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exchange from such exports decreased. 

Another technique of neo-colonialism is the use of high rates of interest. Figures from the 
World Bank for 1962 showed that seventy-one Asian, African and Latin American countries 
owed foreign debts of some $27,000 million, on which they paid in interest and service 
charges some $5,000 million. Since then, such foreign debts have been estimated as more 
than £30,000 million in these areas. In 1961, the interest rates on almost three-quarters of the 
loans offered by the major imperialist powers amounted to more than five per cent, in some 
cases up to seven or eight per cent, while the call-in periods of such loans have been 
burdensomely short. 

While capital worth $30,000 million was exported to some fifty-six developing countries 
between 1956 and 1962, ‘it is estimated that interest and profit alone extracted on this sum 
from the debtor countries amounted to more than £15,000 million. This method of 
penetration by economic aid recently soared into prominence when a number of countries 
began rejecting it. Ceylon, Indonesia and Cambodia are among those who turned it down. 
Such ‘aid’ is estimated on the annual average to have amounted to $2,600 million between 
1951 and 1955; $4,007 million between 1956 and 1959, and $6,000 million between 1960 
and 1962. But the average sums taken out of the aided countries by such donors in a sample 
year, 1961, are estimated to amount to $5,000 million in profits, $1,000 million in interest, 
and $5,800 million from non-equivalent exchange, or a total of $11,800 million extracted 
against $6,000 million put in. Thus, ‘aid’ turns out to be another means of exploitation, a 
modern method of capital export under a more cosmetic name. 

Still another neo-colonialist trap on the economic front has come to be known as 
‘multilateral aid’ through international organisations: the International Monetary Fund, the 
Inter-national Bank for Reconstruction and Development (known as the World Bank), the 
International Finance Corporation and the International Development Association are 
examples, all, significantly, having U.S. capital as their major backing. These agencies have 
the habit of forcing would-be borrowers to submit to various offensive conditions, such as 
supplying information about their economies, submitting their policy and plans to review by 
the World Bank and accepting agency supervision of their use of loans. As for the alleged 
development, between 1960 and mid-1963 the International Development Association 
promised a total of $500 million to applicants, out of which only $70 million were actually 
received. 

In more recent years, as pointed out by Monitor in The Times, 1 July 1965, there has been a 
substantial increase in communist technical and economic aid activities in developing 
countries. During 1964 the total amount of assistance offered was approximately £600 
million. This was almost a third of the total communist aid given during the previous 
decade. The Middle East received about 40 per cent of the total, Asia 36 per cent, Africa 22 
per cent and Latin America the rest. 

Increased Chinese activity was responsible to some extent for the larger amount of aid 
offered in 1964, though China contributed only a quarter of the total aid committed; the 
Soviet Union provided a half, and the East European countries a quarter. 

Although aid from socialist countries still falls far short of that offered from the west, it is 
often more impressive, since it is swift and flexible, and interest rates on communist loans 
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are only about two per cent compared with five to six per cent charged on loans from 
western countries. 

Nor is the whole story of ‘aid’ contained in figures, for there are conditions which hedge it 
around: the conclusion of commerce and navigation treaties; agreements for economic co-
operation; the right to meddle in internal finances, including currency and foreign exchange, 
to lower trade barriers in favour of the donor country’s goods and capital; to protect the 
interests of private investments; determination of how the funds are to be used; forcing the 
recipient to set up counterpart funds; to supply raw materials to the donor; and use of such 
funds a majority of it, in fact to buy goods from the donor nation. These conditions apply to 
industry, commerce, agriculture, shipping and insurance, apart from others which are 
political and military. 

So-called ‘invisible trade’ furnishes the Western monopolies with yet another means of 
economic penetration. Over 90 per cent of world ocean shipping is controlled by me 
imperialist countries. They control shipping rates and, between 1951 and 1961, they 
increased them some five times in a total rise of about 60 per cent, the upward trend 
continuing. Thus, net annual freight expenses incurred by Asia, Africa and Latin America 
amount to no less than an estimated $1,600 million. This is over and above all other profits 
and interest payments. As for insurance payments, in 1961 alone these amounted to an 
unfavourable balance in Asia, Africa and Latin America of some additional $370 million. 

Having waded through all this, however, we have begun to understand only the basic 
methods of neo-colonialism. The full extent of its inventiveness is far from exhausted. 

In the labour field, for example, imperialism operates through labour arms like the Social 
Democratic parties of Europe led by the British Labour Party, and through such instruments 
as the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU), now apparently being 
superseded by the New York Africa-American Labour Centre (AALC) under AFL-CIO 
chief George Meany and the well-known CIA man in labour’s top echelons, Irving Brown. 

In 1945, out of the euphoria of anti-fascist victory, the World Federation of Trade Unions 
(WFTU) had been formed, including all world labour except the U.S. American Federation 
of Labor (AFL). By 1949, however, led by the British Trade Union Congress (TUC), a 
number of pro-imperialist labour bodies in the West broke away from the WFTU over the 
issue of anti-colonialist liberation, and set up the ICFTU. For ten years it continued under 
British TUC leadership. Its record in Africa, Asia and Latin America could gratify only the 
big international monopolies which were extracting super-profits from those areas. 

In 1959, at Brussels, the United States AFL-CIO union centre fought for and won control of 
the ICFTU Executive Board. From then on a flood of typewriters, mimeograph machines, 
cars, supplies, buildings, salaries and, so it is still averred, outright bribes for labour leaders 
in various parts of the developing world rapidly linked ICFTU in the minds of the rank and 
file with the CIA. To such an extent did its prestige suffer under these American bosses that, 
in 1964, the AFL-CIO brains felt it necessary to establish a fresh outfit. They set up the 
AALC in New York right across the river from the United Nations. 

‘As a steadfast champion of national independence, democracy and social justice’, 
unblushingly stated the April 1965 Bulletin put out by this Centre, ‘the AFL-CIO will 
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strengthen its efforts to assist the advancement of the economic conditions of the African 
peoples. Toward this end, steps have been taken to expand assistance to the African free 
trade unions by organising the African-American Labour Centre. Such assistance will help 
African labour play a vital role in the economic and democratic upbuilding of their 
countries.' The March issue of this Bulletin, however, gave the game away: ‘In mobilising 
capital resources for investment in Workers Education, Vocational Training, Co-operatives, 
Health Clinics and Housing, the Centre will work with both private and public institutions. It 
will also encourage labour-management co-operation to expand American capital 
investment in the African nations.’ The italics are mine. Could anything be plainer? 

Following a pattern previously set by the ICFTU, it has already started classes: one for 
drivers and mechanics in Nigeria, one in tailoring in Kenya. Labour scholarships are being 
offered to Africans who want to study trade unionism in of all places-Austria, ostensibly by 
the Austrian unions. Elsewhere, labour, organised into political parties of which the British 
Labour Party is a leading and typical example, has shown a similar aptitude for encouraging 
‘Labour-management co-operation to expand . . . capital investment in African nations.' 

But as the struggle sharpens, even these measures of neo-colonialism are proving too mild. 
So Africa, Asia and Latin America have begun to experience a round of coups d'etat or 
would-be coups, together with a series of political assassinations which have destroyed in 
their political primes some of the newly emerging nations best leaders. To ensure success in 
these endeavours, the imperialists have made widespread and wily use of ideological and 
cultural weapons in the form of intrigues, manoeuvres and slander campaigns. 

Some of these methods used by neo-colonialists to slip past our guard must now be 
examined. The first is retention by the departing colonialists of various kinds of privileges 
which infringe on our sovereignty: that of setting up military bases or stationing troops in 
former colonies and the supplying of ‘advisers’ of one sort or another. Sometimes a number 
of ‘rights’ are demanded: land concessions, prospecting rights for minerals and/or oil; the 
‘right’ to collect customs, to carry out administration, to issue paper money; to be exempt 
from customs duties and/or taxes for expatriate enterprises; and, above all, the ‘right’ to 
provide ‘aid’. Also demanded and granted are privileges in the cultural field; that Western 
information services be exclusive; and that those from socialist countries be excluded. 

Even the cinema stories of fabulous Hollywood are loaded. One has only to listen to the 
cheers of an African audience as Hollywood’s heroes slaughter red Indians or Asiatics to 
understand the effectiveness of this weapon. For, in the developing continents, where the 
colonialist heritage has left a vast majority still illiterate, even the smallest child gets the 
message contained in the blood and thunder stories emanating from California. And along 
with murder and the Wild West goes an incessant barrage of anti-socialist propaganda, in 
which the trade union man, the revolutionary, or the man of dark skin is generally cast as the 
villain, while the policeman, the gum-shoe, the Federal agent — in a word, the CIA — type 
spy is ever the hero. Here, truly, is the ideological under-belly of those political murders 
which so often use local people as their instruments. 

While Hollywood takes care of fiction, the enormous monopoly press, together with the 
outflow of slick, clever, expensive magazines, attends to what it chooses to call ‘news. 
Within separate countries, one or two news agencies control the news handouts, so that a 
deadly uniformity is achieved, regardless of the number of separate newspapers or 
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magazines; while internationally, the financial preponderance of the United States is felt 
more and more through its foreign correspondents and offices abroad, as well as through its 
influence over inter-national capitalist journalism. Under this guise, a flood of anti-liberation 
propaganda emanates from the capital cities of the West, directed against China, Vietnam, 
Indonesia, Algeria, Ghana and all countries which hack out their own independent path to 
freedom. Prejudice is rife. For example, wherever there is armed struggle against the forces 
of reaction, the nationalists are referred to as rebels, terrorists, or frequently ‘communist 
terrorists'! 

Perhaps one of the most insidious methods of the neo-colonialists is evangelism. Following 
the liberation movement there has been a veritable riptide of religious sects, the 
overwhelming majority of them American. Typical of these are Jehovah’s Witnesses who 
recently created trouble in certain developing countries by busily teaching their citizens not 
to salute the new national flags. ‘Religion’ was too thin to smother the outcry that arose 
against this activity, and a temporary lull followed. But the number of evangelists continues 
to grow. 

Yet even evangelism and the cinema are only two twigs on a much bigger tree. Dating from 
the end of 1961, the U.S. has actively developed a huge ideological plan for invading the so-
called Third World, utilising all its facilities from press and radio to Peace Corps. 

During 1962 and 1963 a number of international conferences to this end were held in several 
places, such as Nicosia in Cyprus, San Jose in Costa Rica, and Lagos in Nigeria. Participants 
included the CIA, the U.S. Information Agency (USIA), the Pentagon, the International 
Development Agency, the Peace Corps and others. Programmes were drawn up which 
included the systematic use of U.S. citizens abroad in virtual intelligence activities and 
propaganda work. Methods of recruiting political agents and of forcing ‘alliances’ with the 
U.S.A. were worked out. At the centre of its programmes lay the demand for an absolute 
U.S. monopoly in the field of propaganda, as well as for counteracting any independent 
efforts by developing states in the realm of information. 

The United States sought, and still seeks, with considerable success, to co-ordinate on the 
basis of its own strategy the propaganda activities of all Western countries. In October 1961, 
a conference of NATO countries was held in Rome to discuss problems of psychological 
warfare. It appealed for the organisation of combined ideological operations in Afro-Asian 
countries by all participants. In May and June 1962 a seminar was convened by the U.S. in 
Vienna on ideological warfare. It adopted a secret decision to engage in a propaganda 
offensive against the developing countries along lines laid down by the U.S.A. It was agreed 
that NATO propaganda agencies would, in practice if not in the public eye, keep in close 
contact with U.S. Embassies in their respective countries.  […] 

(http://www.marxists.org/subject/africa/nkrumah/neo-colonialism/ch01.htm) 

 

Useful links: 

• The Postcolonial Studies Reader 
http://www.mohamedrabeea.com/books/book1_3985.pdf  
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• Colonialism and imperialism http://www.lehigh.edu/~amsp/eng-11-globalization.htm  
• Frantz Fanon http://www.english.emory.edu/Bahri/Fanon.html  
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[…] Article 22. 

Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social 
security and is entitled to realization, through national effort and 
international co-operation and in accordance with the 
organization and resources of each State, of the economic, 
social and cultural rights indispensable for his dignity and the 
free development of his personality. 
 

Article 23. 

  (1) Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of 
employment, to just and favourable conditions of work and to 
protection against unemployment. 

  (2) Everyone, without any discrimination, has the right to equal 
pay for equal work. 

  (3) Everyone who works has the right to just and favourable 
remuneration ensuring for himself and his family an existence 
worthy of human dignity, and supplemented, if necessary, by 
other means of social protection. 

  (4) Everyone has the right to form and to join trade unions for 
the protection of his interests. 

 
Article 24. 

  Everyone has the right to rest and leisure, including reasonable 
limitation of working hours and periodic holidays with pay. 

 

Article 25. 

  (1) Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for 
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the health and well-being of himself and of his family, including 
food, clothing, housing and medical care and necessary social 
services, and the right to security in the event of 
unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or other 
lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control. 

  (2) Motherhood and childhood are entitled to special care and 
assistance. All children, whether born in or out of wedlock, shall 
enjoy the same social protection. 

 

Article 26. 

  (1) Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, 
at least in the elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary 
education shall be compulsory. Technical and professional 
education shall be made generally available and higher education 
shall be equally accessible to all on the basis of merit. 

  (2) Education shall be directed to the full development of the 
human personality and to the strengthening of respect for 
human rights and fundamental freedoms. It shall promote 
understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations, racial 
or religious groups, and shall further the activities of the United 
Nations for the maintenance of peace. 

  (3) Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education 
that shall be given to their children. 

 

Article 27. 

  (1) Everyone has the right freely to participate in the cultural life 
of the community, to enjoy the arts and to share in scientific 
advancement and its benefits. 

  (2) Everyone has the right to the protection of the moral and 
material interests resulting from any scientific, literary or artistic 
production of which he is the author. 

 

Article 28. 

  Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which 
the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration can be fully 
realized. 
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Article 29. 

  (1) Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the 
free and full development of his personality is possible. 

  (2) In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone shall be 
subject only to such limitations as are determined by law solely 
for the purpose of securing due recognition and respect for the 
rights and freedoms of others and of meeting the just 
requirements of morality, public order and the general welfare in 
a democratic society. 

  (3) These rights and freedoms may in no case be exercised 
contrary to the purposes and principles of the United Nations. 

 

Article 30. 

Nothing in this Declaration may be interpreted as implying for any 
State, group or person any right to engage in any activity or to 
perform any act aimed at the destruction of any of the rights and 
freedoms set forth herein. 
 
(www.un.org) 
 
 
HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH 
RIGHTS OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN WITH 
DISABILITIES 
 
There are an estimated one billion people, or 15 percent of the world’s population, 
living with a disability, according to the World Health Organization. Despite this, 
people with disabilities face barriers to inclusion and their needs are often given low 
priority. Women and children with disabil- ities are particularly vulnerable to 
discrimination. They experience multiple discrimination—both from their dis- ability 
and their age or gender. In many parts of the world, it is common practice to isolate, 
abuse, and deny basic human rights to these particularly vulnerable groups. 

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (the “Disability Rights 
Convention”) explicitly recognizes the diffi- culties facing women and children with 
disabilities, including multiple discrimination. The Convention in articles 6 and 7 ob- 
ligates governments to “take all appropriate measures to en- sure the full 
development, advancement and empowerment of women” and ensure that children 
with disabilities enjoy human rights “on an equal basis with other children.” The Con- 
vention on the Rights of the Child reaffirms this latter principle in article 23, stating 
that governments should make sure that children with disabilities “enjoy a full and 
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decent life, in con- ditions which ensure dignity, promote self-reliance and facili- tate 
the child's active participation in the community.” 

Importantly, both article 4 of the Disability Rights Convention and article 2 of the 
Convention on the Elimination of Discrimi- nation against Women require 
governments to take steps to eliminate discrimination by not only the government and 
gov- ernment officials, but also private actors, including any person, organization, or 
private enterprise. 

Human Rights Watch has conducted numerous investigations into human rights 
abuses against women and children with disabilities, including on the following 
topics: 

• Sexual and Gender-Based Violence Targeted at Women and Girls with Disabilities;  

• Discrimination in Health and Reproductive Rights, in- cluding Forced Sterilization 
and HIV and Disability;  

• Barriers to Education for Children with Disabilities;  

• Violence against Children with Disabilities in Schools; and  

• Abuses in Institutions.  

(http://www.hrw.org/news/2012/09/11/human-­‐rights-­‐women-­‐and-­‐children-­‐
disabilities)	
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Q&A:	
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  AND	
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Who runs Tibet?  Tibet declared itself independent of China at the beginning 
of the 20th century and it wasn't until 1950 that China reasserted itself by 
invading eastern Tibet. A year later, the two countries signed the "Seventeen 
Point Agreement" guaranteeing Tibetan autonomy and freedom to practice 
Buddhism, but agreeing to the establishment of Chinese civil and military 
headquarters in the capital, Lhasa. Tibetans wrestled with this and in 1959 a 
full scale rebellion resulted in thousands killed and the Dalai Lama exiled to 
India. It is the anniversary of this rebellion that the current protests against 
China are marking. Despite the Chinese government establishing the Tibetan 
Autonomous Region in 1965, over the years, Tibetan monks felt China wasn't 
fulfilling its side of the Seventeen Point Agreement and there were repeated 
revolts. The most serious of these was in 1988, after which China imposed 
martial law. Though Tibet is called an "autonomous" region, Tibetans see the 
Chinese to be in control. 
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What historical claim does China have on Tibet?  Though it wasn't till 1950 
that Chairman Mao's troops actually invaded, China regards Tibet to have 
been a part of its land since the Mongol dynasty extended into the Himalayan 
region some 700 years ago. This was formalised in the 18th and 19th 
centuries when Tibet was made a protectorate of China. Tibet achieved 
autonomy of sorts when it unilaterally declared independence in 1913. 

How has China run Tibet?  After the invasion of the late 1950s there was 
large scale relocation of Han Chinese to Tibet and the rolling out of the 60s 
and 70s Chinese Cultural Revolution to Tibet saw monasteries and cultural 
artifacts destroyed. Though the Chinese government allowed "Open Door" 
reforms in the mid 80s with the aim of boosting investment, Tibetan monks 
still felt the Chinese stranglehold was too strong. In the last two years, a 
railway link has been opened up between Lhasa and the Chinese city of 
Golmud, which Tibetans fear will simply result in increased numbers of Han 
Chinese arriving. 

What role does the Dalai Lama play in Tibet?  The Dalai Lama was made 
head of state at the age of 15 in the year China invaded the east of Tibet. 
Within a year, he was negotiating the "Seventeen Point Agreement" and at 
the age of 19 he was in Beijing unsuccessfully negotiating with Chairman Mao 
for a relaxing of Chinese involvement in the territory. Final bloody rebellion 
against the Chinese in 1959 left thousands dead and the Dalai Lama exiled to 
Dharamsala in India. 

From Dharamsala, the Dalai Lama continued to work for genuine self rule in 
Tibet, receiving the Nobel peace prize for his efforts in 1989. Though his 
negotiations faltered in 1993, they were resumed in 2002. For his part, the 
Dalai Lama has said that he has given up the idea of actual independence for 
the territory but instead hopes for Tibet to be given cultural autonomy, leaving 
the central government in Beijing in charge.	
  […]	
  
(14	
  March,	
  2008,	
  
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2008/mar/14/tibet.china2)	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

AMNESTY	
  INTERNATIONAL	
  
10 March 2009 

Unrest in Tibet continues as 
human rights violations 
escalate 
 
Tuesday marks the 50th anniversary of the failed Tibetan uprising in 1959, 
which led the Tibetan leader, the Dalai Lama, to flee to India. 
 
Last year’s anniversary saw a wave of largely peaceful protests in the Tibet 
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Autonomous Region (TAR) and Tibetan-populated areas in neighbouring 
provinces. These protests led to arbitrary arrests and other human rights 
violations including prolonged detention and imprisonment, torture and other 
ill-treatment. 
 
The Chinese authorities' failure to address the long-standing grievances of the 
Tibetan people, including unequal employment and educational opportunities, 
scores of Tibetans detained and the intensification of the "patriotic education" 
campaign has fuelled protests that have continued over the past 12 months. 
 
Overseas Tibetan organizations have documented between 130-200 
individual protests since March 2008. 
 
Monks and nuns, laypeople and nomads have been taking part in popular 
protests across Tibetan-populated areas. Reports of Tibetan protests are 
matched by those of tightened security measures and calls to “crush” any 
demonstrations of support for the Dalai Lama, especially over the recent 
weeks. Despite this, popular Tibetan protests have continued across the 
region. 
 
Some observers have interpreted the tightened security measures which 
include the removal of monks and nuns from monasteries, and an increasing 
presence of the People's Armed Police as acts of provocation. 
 
The "Winter Strike Hard Unified Checking Campaign" was launched in Lhasa 
on 18 January. The campaign aimed to "vigorously uphold the city's social 
order and stability", targeting in particular those who are not permanent Lhasa 
residents. 
 
According to the Lhasa Evening News, in the first three days of the campaign, 
the police had "thoroughly checked" nearly 6,000 people in residential blocks, 
rented accommodations, hotels, guesthouses, internet cafes and bars. The 
police had detained 81 suspects by 24 January, including two for having 
"reactionary songs and opinions" on their mobile phones. 
 
The People’s Armed Police are reported to have shot a 24-year-old Tibetan 
monk who set himself on fire on 27 February 2009. The monk was holding a 
homemade Tibetan flag with a picture of the Dalai Lama on it. 
 
The incident took place in Ngaba county (Chinese: Aba), Ngaba Tibetan 
Autonomous Prefecture (TAP), Sichuan province, after the local authorities 
dispersed a group of hundreds of monks who had gathered to observe a 
prayer ceremony. 
 
The official Chinese news agency, Xinhua, confirmed that a protest took place 
and that a monk was taken to a hospital to be treated for burn injuries. The 
Chinese authorities later denied the shooting. 
 
The continued lock-down in Tibet has made independent verification of 
reports difficult and raised fears that reports of human rights violations that 
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reach the outside world represent just a fraction of the whole. 
 
Foreign journalists have previously needed a special permit to travel to the 
TAR. However, in the wake of the unrest in spring 2008, they have been 
allowed to visit the TAR only on government organized group tours. 
 
Amnesty International has called on the Chinese authorities to allow access to 
UN human rights experts and other independent observers to investigate the 
human rights situation in the TAR and in Tibetan populated areas in 
neighbouring provinces. 
(10 March, 2009, http://www.amnesty.org/en/news-and-updates/news/unrest-
tibet-continues-human-rights-violations-escalate-20090310 ) 
 
Useful links: 

• Top 6 most severe human rights violations 
http://news.softpedia.com/news/Top-6-The-Most-Severe-Human-Right-
Violations-Around-the-World-63112.shtml 

• Al Jazeera on why Tibet matters to China 
http://www.aljazeera.com/NEWS/ASIA-
PACIFIC/2009/03/2009310313204736.html 

• Simplified Declaration of Human Rights, for young citizens 
http://www.youthforhumanrights.org/what-are-human-rights/universal-
declaration-of-human-rights/articles-1-15.html 

	
  


