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Just over a mile from Liverpool John Lennon Airport, sits the headquarters of Jaguar Land Rover. Its foreign sales would make a Beatle envious. To keep up with demand the luxury company is already building a new engine plant in Wolverhampton. Other car firms, like Nissan, are enjoying similar success.

As Britain's economy is in recession, hopes are all on exports, particularly to emerging economies like Asia and Latin America. Nevertheless, the share of British exports going to the three biggest emerging markets—China, India and Brazil—is less than 5%.

Britain has been slow to build trade links with these economies over the past decades but the recent success of the car industry suggests all is not lost. Domestic car sales fell by 4.2% this year, but exports to China and India rose by 23%, and 67% respectively.
The car industry may, then, offer a convenient way out of the crisis and open a new era for exports. For  that to occur, producers from other industries must find a way to learn from and duplicate the success now on display in Liverpol.
