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TESTO 1: GOOGLE

Overview - Google

Google was founded by Larry Page and Sergey Brin while they were students at Stanford University. Together, Brin and Page own about 16 percent of the company's stake.  The company was officially launched in September, 1998 in a friend’s garage and was first incorporated as a privately held company on September 4, 1998. Its initial public offering followed on August 19, 2004 raising $1.67 billion. Rapid growth since incorporation has triggered a chain of products, acquisitions, and partnerships beyond the company's core web search engine.

As of December 2012, Alexa listed the main U.S.-focused google.com site as the Internet's first most visited website and numerous international Google sites as being in the top hundred, as well as several other Google-owned sites such as YouTube and Blogger. Google also ranks number two in the BrandZ brand equity database. Today Google is worth $197 billion dollars and is an essential part of every Internet user’s experience.
Google’s mission statement and corporate culture reflect a philosophy that you can “make money without doing evil” and that “work should be challenging and the challenge should be fun”. These beliefs dominate life at Google. The official mission statement of the company is to “organize the world’s information and make it universally accessible and useful.” 

Google Company Culture

Google is a high-energy, fast paced work environment. While the dress code might be “casual” the company attracts and retains some of the brightest minds in the technology industry. There is a work hard, play hard atmosphere. The Google Mountain View, CA headquarters (aka “the Googleplex”) is a campus-like environment. There are workout facilities, a café, well stocked snack rooms, and a dorm like environment. View the Google Office Descriptions for more details.

In the United States, Google has offices in several states, including California, Illinois, Massachusetts, Arizona, Michigan, New York, Texas, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Pennsylvania, Oregon, Washington (Seattle) and Washington, DC. They currently have hundreds of openings in Engineering, IT, Operations and Support functions.

Google Compensation and Benefits

Most workers at Google have base salaries that are on the lower end of normal for the markets they operate in. The base salaries are supplemented by stock options, challenging work and extensive benefits. In addition to the normal health and welfare benefits that most larger companies offer, Google provides its employees with benefits like health care for the worker and the worker’s family, vacation days and holidays, flexible work hours, maternity and parental leave, adoption assistance  and so on.

Google also has a philanthropic organization now, as seen at Google.org aimed at finding solutions to some of the global problems facing the world today. Google.org has a grant dissemination program that provides free advertising to select charities.

TESTO 2: Company Profile - Nike

NIKE, Inc., a consumer products company, engages in the design, development, and marketing of footwear, apparel, equipment, and accessory products worldwide. It designs athletic, casual, and leisure footwear for men, women, and children. The company’s footwear products include running, training, basketball, soccer, sport-inspired urban shoes, and children’s shoes. It also markets shoes designed for tennis, golf, baseball, football, lacrosse, walking, outdoor activities, skateboarding, bicycling, volleyball, wrestling, cheerleading, aquatic activities, and other athletic and recreational uses. The company sells sports apparel and accessories, athletic bags, and accessory items, as well as offers apparel for licensed college and professional team and league logos. It also sells a line of performance equipment under the NIKE brand name, including bags, socks, sport balls, eyewear, timepieces, electronic devices, bats, gloves, protective equipment, and other equipment designed for sports activities. In addition, NIKE provides licenses to produce and sell NIKE brand swimwear, cycling apparel, children’s clothing, school supplies, electronic devices, eyewear, golf accessories, and belts. Further, it manufactures and distributes ice skates, skate blades, protective gear, hockey sticks, licensed and team apparel, and accessories. The company sells its products to retail accounts, through its owned retail stores, and through a mix of independent distributors and licensees, as well as through Internet Web site, nikestore.com. As of May 31, 2007, it operated 254 retail stores in the United States and 232 retail stores internationally. The company was founded in 1964 and is headquartered in Beaverton, Oregon.

TESTO 3: Alessandro Benetton

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Jump to: navigation, search 

Alessandro Benetton is the Chairman of Benetton Group S.p.A. and member of the board of Edizione Srl, the holding of the Benetton family, and Autogrill.

He is also Chairman and founder of 21 Investimenti S.p.A., established in 1992 as a merchant bank. Today, the 21 Group constitutes a system of private equity funds with 1,200 million Euro of managed assets and operations focused particularly in France and Italy.

Born on March 2nd, 1964, Alessandro Benetton, son of Luciano Benetton, has a Bachelor of Science degree from Boston University. In June 1991 he obtained a Master in Business Administration at Harvard.

He started his career working in London at Goldman Sachs International as an analyst in the Mergers and Acquisitions and Equity Offering sectors of the Global Finance Department. He was Chairman of Benetton Formula from 1988 to 1998, during which time the Formula 1 team won one constructors and two world drivers championships.

He is a member of the Confindustria Committee and of the Advisory Committee of Robert Bosch International Beteiligungen AG in Zurich, the consultancy organ of the Swiss holding for the foreign activities of the Bosch Group.

In 2010 he was appointed “Cavaliere del Lavoro” by the President of the Italian Republic, Giorgio Napolitano. 

In November 2011, Benetton launched in Paris the Unhate Campaign, an advertisement campaign featuring digitally altered pictures of the world leaders kissing, destined to battle the culture of hate. 

He is married to Deborah Compagnoni, former ski champion; they have three children: Agnese, Tobias, and Luce. 

TESTO 4: Bill Gates 

William (Bill) H. Gates was chairman of Microsoft Corporation, the worldwide leader in software, services and solutions that help people and businesses realize their full potential. Microsoft had revenues of US$55.12 billion for the fiscal year ending June 2007, and employs more than 78,000 people in 105 countries and regions.

On June 15, 2006, Microsoft announced that effective July 2008 Gates will transition out of a day-to-day role in the company to spend more time on his global health and education work at the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. After July 2008 Gates will continue to serve as Microsoft’s chairman and an advisor on key development projects. The two-year transition process is to ensure that there is a smooth and orderly transfer of Gates’ daily responsibilities. Effective June 2006, Ray Ozzie has assumed Gates’ previous title as chief software architect and is working side by side with Gates on all technical architecture and product oversight responsibilities at Microsoft. Craig Mundie has assumed the new title of chief research and strategy officer at Microsoft and is working closely with Gates to assume his responsibility for the company’s research and incubation efforts.

Born on Oct. 28, 1955, Gates entered Harvard University in 1973. In his junior year, Gates left Harvard to devote his energies to Microsoft, a company he had begun in 1975 with his childhood friend Paul Allen. Guided by a belief that the computer would be a valuable tool on every office desktop and in every home, they began developing software for personal computers. Gates’ foresight and his vision for personal computing have been central to the success of Microsoft and the software industry.

Under Gates’ leadership, Microsoft’s mission has been to continually advance and improve software technology, and to make it easier, more cost-effective and more enjoyable for people to use computers. The company is committed to a long-term view, reflected in its investment of approximately $7.1 billion on research and development in the 2007 fiscal year.

In addition to his love of computers and software, Gates founded Corbis, which is developing one of the world’s largest resources of visual information - a comprehensive digital archive of art and photography from public and private collections around the globe. He is also a member of the board of directors of Berkshire Hathaway Inc., which invests in companies engaged in diverse business activities.

Philanthropy is also important to Gates. He and his wife, Melinda, have endowed a foundation with more than $28.8 billion (as of January 2005) to support philanthropic initiatives in the areas of global health and learning, with the hope that in the 21st century, advances in these critical areas will be available for all people. 

TESTO 5: Diego della Valle. Meet the Italian Ralph Lauren 

Diego della Valle is an all-Italian success story - a man who built a vast fortune selling luxury loafers to the well-heeled. Could he prove to be Prime Minister Berlusconi's nemesis? Peter Popham reports 

Suddenly, last Saturday, Italy's election campaign resolved itself into a grudge match between two men.

Both are among the most famous and successful businessmen modern Italy has produced. In the right corner, il Presidente del Consiglio, to give him his orotund Italian label, Silvio Berlusconi: the richest man in the country, the media mogul who controls, directly or indirectly, 90 per cent of the output of Italian television and much else besides, and who has ruled the country for five years, far longer than anybody since the fall of Mussolini.

In the left corner - but not far left by any means - the man who could be his mirror, only 15 years or so younger: Diego della Valle, the founder of Tod's shoes, the Italian luxury goods maker which, year after year, bucks the trend that sees handmade luxury Italian goods businesses in dire trouble from cheap far eastern imports. He is the man The New Yorker called "the Italian Ralph Lauren".

Both have been dubbed "cavaliere del lavoro" for their achievements - a rough equivalent to being knighted; both have compact frames and extravagant personalities; both own football teams, Berlusconi AC Milan, della Valle Fiorentina - the team he has dragged up from the depths of despair in the past three years, thanks to his input of £5m. There is even a political link: in 1993, when Berlusconi took his sudden and surprising decision to go into politics, della Valle was one of his backers, in words and funds.

But he's a backer no more. If the two men were to find each other face-to-face on the street, although they are civilised Italians no-one would be very surprised, given the tenor of their recent exchanges, if they went for each other's throats.

Della Valle's route to success has been very different. The grandson of a cobbler, his is the classic north Italian story of a family firm founded on craft skills - a firm like hundreds of shoe-making firms in the town of Cassette d'Ete, in Le Marche province - which has clambered to a giddy height thanks to the flair of one man.

Della Valle's father Dorino had taken the little company far beyond the cobbler's shop and was already selling shoes to fancy foreign marks like Saks and Neiman Marcus when, in 1978, Diego made the decision to launch a mark of his own. He decided to call it JP Tod's, a name he found in the Chicago phone book.

America has been equally crucial to the success of both Berlusconi and della Valle, but it has meant very different things to the two men. Berlusconi made himself the fount through which all those wonderful things the Americans dreamed up - quiz shows and variety shows and American soaps and dramas - poured into Italian homes. The traffic was all one-way.

Della Valle fell quite as much under the spell of the US as Berlusconi did - when he visits New York today he still eats a Caesar salad and a burger at the same joints where he tasted them when he was a goggle-eyed 16-year-old on his first visit - but his achievement has been to sell America back to America, and then to the rest of the world, with an elegant Italian twist. Style, refined, conservative yet casual, is at the heart of his success.

That difference helps explain why everything della Valle touches has great style about it, while Berlusconi will always be the emperor of faff. Della Valle's new HQ has an undulating chrome staircase designed by Ron Arad, he has a store in Tokyo's Omotesando designed by Toyo Ito, and when he goes sailing it's in a mahogany yacht once owned by Jack Kennedy. In his sprawling villa in Sardinia, by contrast, Berlusconi has six or seven swimming pools and more marble and neo-Baroque twiddly bits than you can shake a stick at. He has an unshakeable affection for soppy Neapolitan songs and ugly jokes.

Perhaps Berlusconi sees those differences and they rile him; certainly he hasn't forgotten that della Valle once backed him and does so no longer. The shoe tycoon is best friends with Luca Cordero di Montezemolo - head of Fiat, former head of Ferrari - and heir to Italy's style king Gianni Agnelli. He may be a cobbler's grandson but he is as close as you can get to the heart of Italy's business establishment these days.

Berlusconi by contrast was a parvenu and will remain so till the day he dies. Behind the viciousness of his recent spats with della Valle - "If Signor della Valle wants to pick a fight with me he will come out of it with broken bones," he said recently on television - is the injured pride of a man who will never get the respect he craves, despite all his billions. "Povero Silvio," as they say in Rome, weeping crocodile tears into their aperitivo.

TESTO 6: Banks and Banking

A bank is a company that works with the money that the people give it. If you give your money to a bank, it not only protects it but pays you interest so that it can work with the money. This is one of the reasons why people save their money in a bank. Money may also be safer there than at home. 

Banks also lend money to other businesses and customers. They collect extra money called banking fees with which they pay interest to savers as well as salaries for their workers. Banks make a profit because they collect more interest than they pay to savers. 

Without banks the world’s economy would not be able to grow. Investors would not find the money they need for new projects. Industries could not buy new machines and modern technology. 

What kind of services do banks offer? 

Banks provide their customers with a number of services. With a checking account you can pay your bills. A check is a slip of paper that tells the bank how much money it should withdraw from your account and pay to someone else. Today, more and more people use the internet, also a banking service, to pay their bills. Banks also give their customers plastic cards with which they can get money from their account everywhere and whenever they want. They can also use them to pay without cash at shops, gas stations and other stores. Checking accounts are a comfortable way for customers to handle their money. 
Savings books that shows how much money you have paid into and withdrawn from your account 

For people who want to save money banks offer savings accounts. Usually, banks pay more interest for savings accounts than they do for checking accounts. They hope that the customers will leave their money in the bank for a long time, which is why the bank can work with this money and offer it as loans. Banks, however, cannot give all of their money as loans. In most countries the government limits the amount of money that banks can use as loans. They must always keep back a certain percentage in the form of cash. 

People who need money for certain things like buying a house or a car need a lot of money quickly. The money they borrow from a bank is called a loan. In most cases they do not pay back all of the money at once but a small part of it, with interest, every month. If someone cannot pay back a loan the bank usually can take away valuable objects like cars or houses. 

Modern banks offer their customers many other services as well. They tell them how they can make money with investments in stocks and bonds. Credit cards are given to customers as a cash-free way of buying things. Almost all banks have automatic teller machines (ATM) at which customers receive money from their account. Telephone banking is an easy way to pay your bills by calling a special telephone number and typing in a certain sequence of digits. Some banks even deal with insurance. 

Types of banks 

Commercial banks are the most important banks. They offer many services, different forms of accounts and also loans. While, at first, commercial banks only offered its services to businesses and companies, they are for everyone today. 

Investment banks do not take or keep the money of individuals. They help organizations and large companies raise money on the international financial markets. 

Central banks manage the banking system in a country. The Federal Reserve in the United States and Bank of England are two prominent banks that take over these tasks. The European Central Bank is responsible for the circulation of money in the Euro zone. 

Online banks can often give their customers more interest because they do not have the expenses that physical banks do. They can be accessed over the internet and are becoming more and more popular. 

Savings and loans are banks that specialize in financing houses. Although interest rates are higher such banks offer up to 30-year mortgages. Customers pay back their loan through a monthly payment that they can afford. 

Development banks are financial organizations that help Third World Countries. They not only provide money for nations in Africa, Asia and South America, but also send aid workers and offer technical help. 

TESTO 7: Stock exchange and stocks

The stock exchange is a marketplace where brokers buy and sell stocks and bonds for other people. Many countries have one or more stock exchanges. Smaller stock exchanges often handle only national stock, whereas the big stock exchanges handle the stock of big international corporations.

 Corporation

A corporation is a company that has the right to issue stocks. They are registered with the government and have laws that protect them and their shareholders . Every corporation has a board of directors who make decisions for the company.

People who invest in a corporation usually have limited liability. If a corporation goes bankrupt investors only lose the money that they have invested.

 Stocks and Bonds

A person who buys stock becomes one of the company’s owners. They buy a share of a company. A bond is an agreement to lend money to a company for a certain period of time. Companies sell stocks and bonds to people because they need money and want to expand. Sometimes they want to build more factories or develop more products.

If a company makes profits it can use the earned money in a few ways. It may decide to invest more into the company and expand. Most of the time the shareholders of the company get a dividend, which is a part of the yearly profit. This dividend is not always the same and can change from year to year.

Most corporations offer two kinds of stock. Owners of common stock can go to the annual meetings of stockholders, present their own ideas there, ask questions about the company and have a right to vote for the board of directors.

Owners of preferred stock usually do not have voting rights or the right to attend stockholders’ meetings. However, they get dividends.

A person who buys a bond is not buying ownership in a company but lending the company money. It promises to give back the money to the bondholder after a certain time, such as ten or twenty years. In return for the money, the companies pay interest. Not only companies but also governments can issue bonds if they need money.

People buy stocks and bonds because they hope that a corporation will earn money as it grows. As time goes on shareholders usually earn more money by owning stock than by saving their money n a bank or investing in other things.

Buying stock is also a risky business. If you buy a share of a certain company and it does well over the years the value of your shares will go up. You could sell them at a much higher price than when you bought them. Sometimes, however, things happen that make the value of certain stocks go down. If a company does badly or goes bankrupt the value of your shares goes down too and you actually lose money.

There are many reasons why the price of a company’s stock rise or fall. For example if people are afraid that prices will go down, they may start selling their shares. If many people sell a large number of stocks, they can actually make prices go down. If this continues for a longer time it may lead to a crash. Prices of stocks fall so low that people don’t want to buy them anymore because they are afraid they won’t get their money back. 

Stock exchange

To buy stock most people go to a broker, a person who is member of a company that is allowed to buy and trade bonds and stock.

Let’s say someone in California wants to buy 2000 shares of a company. He doesn’t have to travel to the New York Stock Exchange. He calls a stockbroker, usually a member of a brokerage house, who gives him information on the company and tells him the price of the stock. When the investor tells him to buy, the broker sends the order to his firm’s trading desk at the stock exchange which then places the order. The order is sent to stock tickers throughout the country that constantly display the value of stocks. Because buying and selling stocks is concentrated in one place you know the price of each stock at once.

Stocks are often traded under a contract called an option. It allows a person to buy or sell stock at a certain price within a certain time. If the value rises within that time and within the price set the stock is quickly sold again. The prices change throughout the day depending on how good or bad trading is. Small orders are usually executed automatically by computers. Large orders however are traded directly at the stock exchange.

Each year investors trade billions of shares worth hundreds of billions of dollars. But not all companies are listed on the stock market. You must be pretty big and have a lot of power. You must also show the stock exchange that you are in a good financial position and that you company is doing well. The world’s biggest stock exchange in New York has about 3oooo companies listed.

To see how well or badly stocks are doing most stock exchanges have an index. This is a number that shows the average share prices of the major companies. The most important indices are the Dow Jones (New York), FTSE (London), DAX (Frankfurt), Nikkei (Tokyo), Hang Seng (Hongkong)

Bulls and Bears

Bears are cautious animals that don’t like to move fast. Bulls are animals that like to charge ahead. At the stock exchange bears are investors who believe that the price of stock will go down. A bull believes that the prices will go up. Likewise, a bear market is a period in which stocks usually fall in value, a bull market a time when they rise.

  

TESTO 8: Credit Rating agencies

A credit rating agency is a powerful company that rates how good you are in paying back your debts. It rates businesses, private individuals and even whole countries. The credit rating company gives a score on how able you are to pay back a debt or a loan. 

Banks take risks when they lend person money. If they don’t know anything about the person or company they lend money which they may not see ever again. The same applies to a whole country. If a country is in money troubles and it goes to banks to seek loans the banks must be sure that they can pay them back.

In the last few months and years problems on the European financial market have arisen because credit rating agencies have downgraded countries like Greece, Portugal or Ireland, making it more difficult for them to borrow money.

The rating of a credit rating agency has an influence on how much interest you must pay for a loan. Individuals, companies or countries with very good ratings usually get money at lower interest rates, whereas having a bad rating means that giving you money is a risky business so you have to pay more interest.

Although there are many credit rating agencies all over the world, three big ones that have the most power and influence:  Standard & Poor’s and Moody’s, two American-based agencies control about 40 % of the market each. The third agency, Fitch ratings, controls about 14% and operates from New York and London.

Credit rating agencies collect all kinds of information on firms, companies and countries. 
The agencies get paid by the companies or businesses that want their bonds or shares rated.

Agencies have different methods of rating. The best possible rating is AAA, or triple A. This means that you can borrow money cheaply. Ratings can go all the way down to C or D, meaning that companies or businesses are not able to play back money and are basically bankrupt.

In most cases credit rating firms also assess how businesses, regions and countries will develop economically in the future. For example, The United State's rating was downgraded by Standard and Poor’s a short time ago to AA+ , because the agency thought there was a slight risk of borrowing money from the American government. Such a downgrading can cause the loss of a good reputation of a country or business. 

Criticism of these credit rating agencies has come up in the past months and years. During the global financial crisis of 2008, the agencies admitted that they did make mistakes in their ratings, which led partly to the crisis. The rating agencies gave best ratings to borrowers during the housing crisis in America. It turned out that many were not able to pay their debts back. 

Discussion has been going on about the importance of rating agencies. Some financial experts doubt that they are needed at all. European politicians criticize the fact that they are dependent on American rating agencies.

TESTO 9: THE ECONOMIC CRISIS
In 2008 a great economic crisis led to a recession of the economies around the world. What began as a credit crisis turned out to be the biggest banking crisis since the Great Depression. Although the implications of the crisis are most severe in the USA, banks and insurance companies all over the world have collapsed and governments have come to the rescue by lending them money. 

The American government wants to save the global financial system with 700 b dollars. With this money it wants to restore trust in America’s banking system. 

 Background

The post-war period 1945 – 1975  and globalization
After World War II economies around the world grew very quickly. Europe and Japan were being rebuilt. Workers received higher wages. 

This period of growth came to an end in the mid 1970s. Developing nations like Brazil or the tiger states of Asia (Taiwan, South Korea, Singapore and Hong Kong) started producing more and more, which led to overproduction. In the industrial countries consumers were not able to buy as much as they did before because prices and inflation went up. On top of all this a dramatic energy crisis and the rise in oil prises led to a world wide recession in the mid and late 1970s. 

At the beginning of the 1980s companies and firms in industrialized nations began looking for new ways of making more money. They started transferring their companies to Asia where they hired cheaper workers and had access to less expensive raw materials. Because of low labour costs they could produce more cheaply and make more profit. 

The economic bubble and the current bubble
In the last 15 years more and more investors and companies wanted to make larger profits. They bought real estate, stocks at high prices and sold them at even higher prices in the hope of making quick money. When prices got too high nobody bought stocks and real estate any more. Prices fell and as time went on they became worthless. 

Such an economic bubble burst in Asia between 1997 and 1998. It led to the economic collapse of some countries, including Japan. Within a few weeks stock market prices fell and nobody bought stock or real estate any more. Foreign investors pulled out their money out of Asia. 

The current crisis goes back to the late 1990s when Internet companies started emerging from nowhere. Their stocks went up sharply and then the value collapsed resulting in a recession in 2001 and 2002. 

In order to fight against recession the main bank in America, the Federal Reserve, lowered its interest rates, so that borrowing money became cheaper. People started to invest, most of them in real estate. 

Because banks had enough money they started giving it to people without asking for securities. Investment companies persuaded people to buy real estate, houses and homes although they knew that some of these customers did not have the money to pay back. 

Everyone seemed to be happy with the housing boom. Consumers could buy their new houses, constructors had a lot of work to do and banks and investment firms made a lot of profit too. However, everything went uncontrolled by the government. 

When interest rates went up again house buyers were not able to pay back their mortgages. In many cases they had to give their houses to the banks. These were left without money and with houses and real estate that were worth far less. 

Banks themselves passed these bad credits on to other banks and institutions in complicated financial packages that nobody understood. Nobody seemed to know who really owned what and within a few years the whole banking system was infected. Banks couldn’t get money from other banks because they didn’t trust each other. 

What is being done?

Governments around the world are trying to help banks that are stuck with bad assets. They are trying to make banks credible again, so they are giving them money. Many big companies, like Lehman brothers had to declare bankruptcy but other investment giants, like the American International Group (AIG), the world’s largest insurance company, were rescued by the American government. 

Central banks are lowering their interest rates so that lending and borrowing money will become cheaper again.

Whole countries, Iceland for example, are facing the worst economic crisis in its history. Its banks borrowed much more money from international banks than it had in its deposits. Iceland received about 5 billion dollars in loans from Russia and money from the International Monetary Fund. 

Other countries have taken steps to prevent people from taking their money out of banks and investing it somewhere else. 

 The Future

There will probably be more bankruptcies and governments around the world will take over weak banks. The worldwide recession will also deepen because countries trade with each other and everyone is involved. In addition, oil prices - at a record high – are driving up inflation. Consumers have to pay more for their fuel and to heat their homes and food prices have also gone up. The results are zero growth for many economies. 

TESTO 10: UK’s undereducated youth suffer most from crisis, says OECD

By Helen Warrell, Public Policy Correspondent

British youngsters who do not leave school with good qualifications or pursue higher education are suffering most in the global economic downturn, the OECD has found.

Andreas Schleicher, deputy director for education and skills at the rich nations’ organisation, said the UK’s “biggest challenge” was to help young people who do not have a solid academic record to get jobs in a labour market made more competitive by recession. “The crisis has amplified the value of a good education,” he said.

Unveiling the results of the OECD’s annual education report, Mr Schleicher highlighted the “significant” numbers of British youngsters not in work, employment or training, compared with others in the group. In the UK, those in the 15 to 29 age group are expected to spend 2.3 years on average out of the work force, according to OECD figures for 2011.

This is longer than the averages of other countries; in the Netherlands, the figure is 1.1 years, in Switzerland it is 1.3 and in Germany it is 1.7 years.

The employment gap is widest between those who have a degree and those who do not. The report reveals that unemployment rates rose “across the board” between 2000 and 2011, but individuals with few qualifications were by far the worst off.

Just under a quarter of British 15 to 29-year-olds without an “upper secondary education’’, such as five good GCSEs, were found to be not in education, employment or training. Over the same period, unemployment in adults with a university-level education rose to 3.9 per cent, but among those who did not have five good GCSEs, it was almost three times as high at 11 per cent.

Mr Schleicher warned that, notwithstanding the successes of youngsters who were going to university or had found a job without going on to higher education, there was a “middle” tier of youngsters who were floundering.

“There is this middle group that don’t get the right baseline skills to find the right employment and don’t have enough incentive to study,” he said. “That is actually the biggest challenge for the UK, to provide this middle group with good educational opportunities.”

He said that to help this middle tier, the UK needed to improve vocational education to provide “good foundation skills” in English, mathematics, and sciences. By comparison, countries such as Germany and Austria, known for their high quality vocational training, have relatively lower levels of unemployment than other OECD countries.

Responding to the study, Neil Carberry, director of employment and skills at the CBI, said the UK needed to end its “ingrained snobbishness” about technical education. 

“We must have more engaging and rigorous academic and vocational education from 14 onwards, building up to strong, recognised qualifications at 18 in both, under the respected A-level banner” Mr Carberry said.

TESTO 11: Unemployment in Europe: get the figures for every country

The eurozone unemployment rate has hit a record high at 11.8% with 18.8m people out of jobs according to Eurostat and youth unemployment at a new high. Get the figures for every country

Ami Sedghi & John Burn-Murdoch 

Tuesday 8 January 2013 12.16 GMT guardian.co.uk
The eurozone unemployment rate rose to 11.8% in November 2012 - the highest rate on record according to official figures out today.

Up from 11.7% in October, the latest figure has caused some concern in the eurozone. Graeme Wearden writes today:

Today's unemployment data rather takes the shine off recent claims that the eurozone crisis is over. The immediate threat to the single currency has receded, but politicians and policymakers still face an ailing economy. Initiatives such as a banking union or the ECB's bond-buying programme may hold the eurozone together, but they don't deliver the hope of immediate growth.

Once again the highest rate was seen in Spain at 26.6% followed by Greece at 26% (recorded for September 2012). According to Eurostat, the unemployment rate increased in 18 of the EU member states, fell in seven and remained stable in both Denmark and Hungary.

The latest figures from Eurostat, the statistical office of the European Union, also show the EU27 unemployment rate stood at 10.7% in November, stable compared with the previous month. 

Eurostat figures also show youth unemployment and the latest figures suggest the situation has got worse. The youth unemployment rate for November 2012 was 23.7% in the EU, up from 22.2% in November 2011.

The eurozone recorded a youth unemployment rate of 24.4%, up from 24.2% the previous month. Greece and Spain reported the highest rates at 57.6% (September 2012) and 56.5% respectively.

As for youth unemployment across the EU, Germany, Austria and the Netherlands had the lowest youth unemployment rates at 8.1%, 9% and 9.7% respectively.

The latest release shows that 26.06m people in the whole European Union were unemployed in November 2012 - an increase of 154,000 people on the previous month. Compared with November 2011, unemployment has risen by 2.012m. 

Despite the latest release displaying the November 2012 seasonally adjusted rates for most EU countries, there are still some gaps. The latest recorded figures for Greece are from September 2012.

Austria and Luxembourg had the lowest unemployment rates at 4.5% and 5.1% respectively. Germany (5.4%) and the Netherlands (5.6%) also recorded low rates of unemployment. 

TESTO 12: Greek bailout plan now moves to the IMF

By Howard Schneider,February 21, 2012
Washington Post

Debate over the rescue plan for Greece now shifts to the International Monetary Fund, which must decide whether it is willing to risk more money on a new bailout effort that the fund’s own analysis shows has a strong possibility of failing.

Greece may need “prolonged financial support” beyond the three years envisioned for the new bailout, the IMF concluded in a report distributed as part of recent negotiations in Brussels over the $172 billion rescue program.

The willingness of the IMF to continue lending to Greece is a critical part of the new program, because these loans would reduce the amount of money that Greece’s European neighbors must provide. Public sentiment in several countries has been turning against the Greek bailout, and some European leaders say they have provided as much support as their domestic politics will allow.

The statement released by European ministers early Tuesday morning in Brussels cited an “expectation that the IMF will make a significant contribution” to the new program. European official have said the amount may be around $17 billion, but agency officials have remained coy about the exact amount.

The IMF agreed to provide about 25 percent of the initial $140 billion bailout approved for Greece in May 2010 — far more than it has loaned to other nations in crisis. Members of the fund’s executive board have become increasingly concerned about the riskiness of lending more to Europe, wondering whether giving the choice will actually pay back in future months.

While the IMF board is unlikely to stand in the way of further lending to Greece, agency officials say the deal still needs to clear a series of hurdles in coming days if it is to comply with IMF rules. These rules require that the agency only provide loans for efforts that are fully financed and have a reasonable chance of success.

The IMF analysis of Greece’s financial situation says the bailout faces “notable risks.” The analysis raises questions about Athens’ ability to resume borrowing money from investors in the years ahead and about whether the country’s total debt can be reduced over the next eight years to a manageable level.

In particular, the agency pointed to a “fundamental tension” in the Greek rescue effort: The steps being taken to improve the country’s public finances are pushing the economy further into recession, making the financial problems that much worse.

Still, the IMF sees the new rescue effort as a step in Europe’s halting efforts to return its financial system to normal.
TESTO 13: Spain unveils new austerity measures

By Miles Johnson in Madrid – Financial Times 30 March 2012 

Spain has announced the most austere budget of the post-Franco era unveiling €27.3bn of budget cuts and tax rises and a freeze on public sector pay, as Madrid battles to meet deficit reduction targets by next year. 

Cristóbal Montoro, the budget minister, referred to the “the biggest fiscal consolidation of the democracy” as he announced the new measures which will see Spain slash government spending by 16.9 per cent, two percentage points more than previously indicated.

 “Extraordinary measures” would have to be taken, said Mr Montoro, as Spain’s fiscal situation was “critical”. “We are facing a very tough adjustment that will mean giving up many spending programmes”.

Mariano Rajoy’s centre-right government did not raise value added tax or reduce unemployment benefits, and left public pensions untouched, arguing that this would risk strangling consumption as the Spanish economy lurches into its second recession of the crisis. State-sector salaries, however, are to be frozen.

“Our first objective is to achieve healthy public finances, but not at any price,” said Soraya Sáenz de Santamaria, deputy prime minister. “We have to support those who are in most need, and not slow down the necessary recovery”.

The total central state adjustment will account for 1.6 per cent of gross domestic product, which when combined with a planned 1.4 per cent reduction in the deficit of Spain’s autonomous regions, and other small adjustments, is intended to produce the 5.3 per cent target demanded by Brussels for this year. Of the €27bn of savings the government said that €12.3bn would be raised in new taxes, with €5.3bn coming from corporate tax adjustments, and €2.5 coming from a temporary amnesty on unpaid taxes in the black market. Other tax increases included a change to tobacco taxation that is expected to raise €150m.

Other savings will come from a 16.9 per cent reduction in central government ministry budgets, which will fall from €79.2bn to €65.8bn this year. Ministries facing the most severe cut backs will be foreign affairs and cooperation, which will lose 54.4 per cent of its funding, and the ministries of industry and agriculture, which both lose just over 31 per cent each.

In December, almost as soon as it took power, Mr Rajoy’s government announced a provisional budget that included €9bn of annual spending cuts and €6bn of tax rises. .

Electricity bills for consumers will also be increased by 7 per cent from April 1 as the government looks to tackle a €24bn so-called electricity tariff deficit that built up due to the difference between state set consumer prices and costs for producers.

Before the budget announcement Luis de Guindos, Spain’s finance minister, said the measures would help reassure Europe of the country’s commitment to meeting the deficit reduction target. “We are convinced that Spain will no longer be a problem, especially for the Spanish, but also for the European Union,” he said.

TESTO 14: The euro crisis is over, declares José Manuel Barroso

European commission president's optimistic comments were in sharp contrast to new year message from Angela Merkel

The Guardian, Monday 7 January 2013 19.13 GMT  - Phillip Inman, economics correspondent
The euro has been saved and the euro crisis is a thing of the past, European commission president José Manuel Barroso has declared. But his optimistic comments and the prospect of looser rules for banks failed to lift markets, which ended a strong run of recent gains.

"I think we can say that the existential threat against the euro has essentially been overcome," Barroso said in Lisbon. "In 2013 the question won't be if the euro will, or will not, implode," he said.

Barroso has maintained an optimistic stance throughout the crisis, but his comments were in sharp contrast to the new year's message from German chancellor Angela Merkel, who told TV viewers last week that the currency zone faced another rocky 12 months.

City analysts are also deeply concerned that austerity measures demanded by Brussels as the price of bailout funds would lead to prolonged recessions in periphery countries and the need for steeper spending cuts. Cuts to essential public services in Spain, Italy, Greece and Portugal are expected to increase unemployment and lead to further social unrest.

Protests on the streets of Madrid on Monday highlighted the tensions inside the euro area after banner-waving protesters blamed Brussels, Berlin and the right of centre PP government of Mariano Rajoy for privatisations and cuts in healthcare spending.

Elga Bartsch, an analyst at Morgan Stanley, said she was anxious that Barroso and his colleagues in Brussels would fail to resolve long-running disputes over the EU's new institutions. "The euro crisis seems contained for now. But we think it is not resolved for good. In addressing the fundamental flaws in the euro's institutional set-up, progress on banking union will be key. Assuming no crisis escalation, the euro area should re-emerge from recession and return to growth" she said.

Merkel faces a general election in the autumn against a resurgent Social Democratic party (SPD) while the Italians are expected to go to the polls next month in an election that could see a revived Silvio Berlusconi with enough votes to block reform measures.

Concerns that the Eurozone will suffer another year of economic downturn after entering recession last year were heightened by comments from OECD boss Angel Gurría who said the 17 member zone could continue contracting into 2014. The only bright spot for the markets was the banking sector, where stocks were up after global regulators eased new rules obliging lenders to set capital aside. The so-called Basel III rules are a set of new international standards to make sure banks protect themselves from the same trouble that caused the 2008 financial crash.

On Sunday, the officials setting those rules delayed the date by which banks needed to have certain amounts of cash readily available. The move caused a jump in bank shares – Deutsche Bank was up 3% but the biggest gains were among ailing Spanish banks, which some had feared would struggle to meet the new cash requirements. Bankinter was up 8% and Banco Popular was 2.8% higher.
 TESTO 15: Italy’s economy

That sinking feeling

Italy may look like Greece writ large, but the truth is more complex

Nov 12th 2011 | from the print edition of The Economist

EVER since the euro zone's sovereign-debt crisis began in earnest two years ago, the common fear has been that the sheer bulk of Italy meant it was too big for other countries to bail out, should it sink.

A quieter hope was that Italy's size might also save it. If investors rushed out of Italian bonds, went the whispered argument, there were few big markets where they could then park their Euros and still get a decent return (the smaller German bond market could not accommodate everyone without yields falling sharply). Scared investors often rush into the big and liquid market for US Treasuries, despite anxieties about America's public finances. That safety-in-numbers logic ought to keep Italy from trouble, too.

Some hope: Italian bonds are now a badge of shame for banks who are rushing to dispose of them. Their ten-year yields have jumped beyond 7% and, once euro-zone yields reach these levels, they tend to spiral out of control.

For some this proves that Italy is an oversize Greece: a country with a debt burden that is too heavy for it to bear and, unlike Greece, for others to help shoulder. There are uncomfortable parallels. Both countries' public debts have long been bigger than their annual GDP. Both suffer crippling rigidities in their economies. But there are enough differences in Italy's finances, and enough potential in its economy, to mean it could stay solvent if its borrowing costs could be capped at, say, 6%.

Start with the finances. One reason why markets eventually shunned Greece, Portugal and Ireland was the uncertainty about how far their debts might rise. All three had huge budget deficits and were struggling to keep their economies on track, while at the same time cutting spending and raising taxes. Greece's public debt was forecast to rise towards 190% of GDP. Italy's public debt, by contrast, is set to stabilise at around 120% of GDP in 2012. 

Italy has fewer foreign debts than the other troubled euro-zone countries and its net international debt (what Italy's businesses, householders and government owe to foreigners, less the foreign assets they own) was 24% of GDP in 2010, not much above that of Britain or America, and well below the position in Greece (96%), Portugal (107%) or Spain (90%). Indeed Italy's overall private-sector debts are modest by rich-country standards. This matters for the nation's solvency. 

Italy's debt could be capped, but could it ever be reduced to a more comfortable level? Bold privatisation would go some way, but in the long run what is needed is faster GDP growth. The average Italian was worse off in 2010 than in 2000: GDP per head fell over the decade (see chart). But the root cause of Italy's lost export competitiveness is its slow and low productivity growth.

The deeper causes of weak productivity are a two-tier jobs market, which protects the jobs of older workers in dying industries but traps youngsters in temporary work; the industry-wide wage bargains that mean businesses cannot match wages to productivity; the closed-shop professions and trades that are a barrier to innovation and efficiency; and so on.

Italy still has some world-class firms and brands, and an exporting prowess that could be built on. Yet it does not have enough firms of sufficient scale. The ubiquity of micro family businesses is related to Italy's rigid regulations, as are its tax-collecting problems. Small firms fall below the regulatory thresholds and are less often attached to the formal economy. If Italy is to carry its outsize public debts, it urgently needs to promote an environment where big businesses can flourish.

TESTO 16: In Cyprus a sense of anger and betrayal is everywhere
Europe has stabbed Cyprus in the back. All us Cypriots can do is grit our teeth, and hope Russia offers a way out

20 March 2013 17.40 GMT - Charlie Charambolous for The Guardian 

Cyprus has blinked at passing an extraordinary tax on depositors, even if the consequences could mean it exiting the euro and financial chaos. At a vote on Tuesday, the Cypriot parliament threw out the controversial plan to withdraw €5.8bn (£5bn) from savers' bank accounts, leading to more euro instability.

Cypriots faced the nightmare prospect of international bankers and European technocrats "stealing" their life's savings. Cyprus is a family-orientated country, and many parents have put money away for their children's education – the country has one of the highest proportion per capita of overseas university graduates. They now face an uncertain and turbulent future as banks have remained closed since Saturday, and any meaningful economic trade was placed on standby. The country is now running out of time to find a plan B to its crisis.

England was once described by Napoleon as a nation of shopkeepers; well, Cyprus is a country of small deposit holders. The local economy is built on family businesses and a large international financial sector – both have been crippled by the bailout scenario. There is no planning for the future, just gritting one's teeth for the financial firestorm that awaits. Following the Eurogroup's decision, the tax levy was already adopted on accounts – at 6.75% on deposits up to €100,000 and at 9.9% for amounts above €100,000. People couldn't access their accounts as banks had discounted deposits before customers could withdraw their money, but as of today this is no longer the case after the tax was ditched. Over €30bn of the banking sector’s deposits are accounts of under €100,000.

Economists now argue that Cyprus is in a lose-lose situation: it is caught between a discredited bank system and foreign investors eager to get their cash out. There were pictures in Tuesday's local papers of private jets parked at Larnaca airport after Russian millionaires flew into the island to take their money somewhere else. The feeling among the government and the political parties is that Cyprus has been "stabbed in the back" by Europe while being treated as the eurozone's guinea pig by Germany because it is small and defenseless. The president, Nicos Anastasiades, has made it abundantly clear that Cyprus was backed into a corner and had a gun pointed to its head – it was either the tax or your economy, take it or leave it.

The sense of anger and betrayal is everywhere, permeating every conversation from coffee shops to office buildings. Cypriots believe they are being picked on because of a perception that the island is awash with the ill gains of the Russian mafia – which is why international creditors were quite happy to tax deposits above €100,000.

Russian deposits in Cyprus are estimated at up to €20bn – larger than the island's economy. "Burdening large deposits with a higher tax would have destroyed our ability to attract foreign investment," finance ministry official Andreas Charalambous told reporters on Tuesday. "Sizeable Russian deposits should not be seen as a problem – there are Russian entrepreneurs everywhere, not only Cyprus."

President Anastasiades was elected last month as the man who could do business with Europe and negotiate a better bailout than his communist predecessor. He also made an election pledge that he would accept a cut on deposits. Anastasiades should have walked from the Eurogroup when given the "suicidal" ultimatum on the bank tax – he did not have a mandate to agree such a move. As a result, his reputation as someone who can influence the Europeans in Cyprus's favour has been badly damaged, but he has accepted the people's voice and is looking for a third way out of the crisis.

TESTO 17: Cyprus: deserted island
The Guardian, Friday 22 March 2013 22.17 GMT - Editorial

Four and a half years ago, the American Treasury secretary Hank Paulson was worn down by rescuing reckless institutions, and so decided to get tough with one. Its name was Lehman Brothers, and the world is still living with the consequences. The problem was that, in his impatience to impose some discipline on an unruly system, he lost sight of the reality that all financial order is based upon the foundation of the banks being able to honour their debts. Watching Europe's response to the crisis in Cyprus this week, it has felt as if the lessons of 2008 are having to be learned over again.

Since Lehman, we've grown familiar with the phrase "too big to fail". In responding to a small island, the continent's institutions initially acted as if it was too small to care. Brussels and Frankfurt should have known that the Cypriot people would never wear it, and yet the plan was pushed all the way to parliament in Nicosia where, attracting zero support, it collapsed and died. Once again, in connection with a currency supposed to bind a continent together, the democratic will of a nation has been considered as an afterthought.

In any case, if the doors of Cypriot banks were to open on Monday without this thing being resolved, Europe as a whole should wake up scared: for panic can be contagious. If the consequence, as is possible, were the island to slip out of the euro and Cypriot pounds being printed, then the spell of the single currency's permanence would be broken for good. The consequences would even go beyond Europe. Since 1970, of 147 banking crises tracked by the IMF, none have imposed a blanket loss on all depositors. We live with the uncomfortable truth that there is never enough money in the vaults to pay every depositor, largely because we trust the authorities to see to it that – when the pinch comes – the cash would be there. That promise may only ever have been implicit, but it does not follow that there would not be grave consequences from the world seeing that it can be broken.

TESTO 18: Euroscepticism in Germany

Silent no more. A new political party is the first to call openly for scrapping the euro.
Mar 23rd 2013 The Economist
A new party says Nein to bailouts

BERLIN - AS FOUNDER of a new Eurosceptic party, Bernd Lucke, an economics professor, is among the most controversial figures in Germany. The website of his Alternative for Germany party went online this month. Its first gathering is in April, and it has until the summer to collect up to 2,000 signatures in each of Germany’s 16 states in order to get on the ballot for the federal election in September.

Supported by an impressive list of fellow professors, Mr Lucke has three main goals. The most urgent is an “orderly dissolution” of the euro, with a return to national currencies or to new, smaller and more homogenous currency blocks. He wants a decentralised European Union with less bureaucracy and more emphasis on the single market. He favours more direct democracy, with Swiss-style plebiscites.

In its own mind, the Alternative is classically liberal in philosophy and otherwise pro-European. Mr Lucke argues that the euro, far from being the “peace project” that was intended, nowadays causes strife among Europeans. Cyprus is a case in point. The euro rescues have in his view broken rules and undermined the single currency beyond repair.

Anywhere else such a voice might count as just another in the political spectrum. Not so in Germany, where any form of Euroscepticism remains taboo. The German media, ever vigilant against populism or right-wing extremism, are now applying a magnifying glass to the party’s supporter lists. 

“We are not fishing on the left or right,” insists Frauke Petry, a member of the party’s board. Membership applications are being screened to exclude potential extremists, even though this slows down the party’s growth. Around 4,000 people have become members since March 7th. They are coming from across the political spectrum, says Mrs Petry.

Even if the Alternative qualifies in time, hardly anybody expects it to reach the 5% needed to enter the Bundestag. But the election looks increasingly likely to be a tight race between the centre-right coalition of Chancellor Angela Merkel and the centre-left opposition. Since the Alternative appeals most directly to disillusioned voters on the centre-right, its mere appearance on ballots could prove to be “incredibly dangerous for Mrs Merkel,” says Mr Henkel. It would be undemocratic to obstruct a new party because of such tactical considerations, says Michael Wohlgemuth, the director of Open Europe Berlin, a Eurosceptic think tank. A large minority of Germans—one in four, according to one recent poll—are unsupportive of the euro. So far, Mrs Merkel has presented rescue efforts as “necessary.” Sooner or later, something called an Alternative for Germany was bound to come along.

TESTO 19: Eurozone is heading for relapse back into crisis

Satyajit Das The Financial Times 05/09/2013
Weaknesses will be exposed as markets test ECB policy 

Since mid-2012, the European financial crisis has been in remission, with the symptoms of the underlying disease temporarily suppressed.

A combination of austerity programmes, debt writedowns, the European Central Bank’s commitment to “do whatever it takes” to preserve the euro, the proposed banking union and the finalisation of the European Stability Mechanism, the primary bailout fund, helped restore relative financial stability. Interest rates fell in peripheral countries and stock markets rallied, without any recovery in the real economy. As treatment is discontinued or loses efficacy, there is a high probability of a relapse.

Austerity has failed to bring public finances and debt under control. Increases in taxes and cuts in government spending have led to contractions in economic activity, reducing government revenues as unemployment rates increase. Budget deficits persist, if smaller, and debt levels continue to rise.

Pleading exceptional circumstances, many nations have sought and received exemptions. Deficit and debt reduction targets have been deferred, but are still unlikely to be met.

The weaknesses of key policies will increasingly be exposed as markets test European governments and the ECB.

First, the lack of economic growth and weakness of the real economy will increase financial pressure on European countries, including stronger countries such as Germany, which are de facto assuming an increasing share of the liabilities and risk.

Second, banking sector problems will continue. Bad debts and weak capital positions will create zombie banks, unable or unwilling to supply credit to the economy, restricting any recovery.

Third, crucial structural reform of labour markets and entitlements will be slow, reflecting weak economic activity and the unpopularity of many measures. In addition, the relative stability of the past 12 months has lulled governments into a false sense of security, reducing the urgency of pursuing economic restructuring.

Fourth, political tensions, both national and within the eurozone, are likely to increase.

For Europe, it is now a case of NWO (no way out), as without strong growth (which is unlikely) its debt problems may prove intractable.

In contrast to 2012, it is not clear that its response will be, to use the ECB’s oft-used words, “adequate” and “enough”.
TRADUZIONE ECONOMICA ITALIANO-INGLESE
TESTO 1B: Diego Della Valle, Imprenditore del Lusso Italiano

Diego Della Valle è nato il 30 dicembre 1953 a Sant’Elpidio a Mare,  dopo gli studi in legge a Bologna e un  periodo di lavoro negli Stati Uniti, nel 1975 entra nell’azienda di famiglia, affiancando il padre nella gestione anche se è sua l’idea di un innovativo piano di marketing  che dagli anni ’80 hanno reso famoso il nome di Diego Della Valle. Diego Della Valle è il creatore di tre dei marchi “Tod’s”, “Hogan” e “Fay”, tutti sinonimi del lusso italiano. Nominato Cavaliere del Lavoro nel 1996, tre anni dopo entra nel consiglio d’amministrazione della banca Comit, naturalmente arrivando al vertice del consiglio di amministrazione.

Nel 2001 fonda con Luca Cordero di Montezemolo il fondo Charme e acquisisce quote  in aziende del design italiano (Poltrona Frau, Cassina e Ballantyne).

L’anno seguente  Diego Della Valle acquista la società calcistica Fiorentina fallita nel luglio dello stesso anno (in tre anni la nuova società riesce a conquistare  per quattro volte consecutive la qualificazione ai preliminari di Champions League). Azionista e consigliere di Bnl fino all’aprile 2006, aderisce in seguito all’opa che ha portato la banca romana al gruppo BNP Paribas e una plusvalenza di circa 250 milioni a Della Valle.

Schierato  con il centro sinistra, nel marzo del 2006 Diego Della Valle si dimette  dal direttivo di Confindustria, in seguito all’attacco che Silvio Berlusconi gli  rivolge al convegno dell’associazione. Nel 2007 Diego Della Valle ha acquisito quote azionarie  della Piaggio e della Bialetti.

Nel 2009 Diego Della Valle acquista  una quota del 5,9% dei grandi magazzini di lusso americani Saks Fifth Avenue per 30,3 milioni di dollari diventandone  il secondo azionista.

Nel marzo 2011 la rivista statunitense Forbes inserisce Diego Della Valle nella classifica degli uomini più ricchi al mondo: il suo  patrimonio stimato da Forbes è di 1,3 miliardi di dollari.

TESTO 2B: Crisi: in Grecia sarà legale vendere cibi scaduti
31/08/2013 [THE HUFFINGTON POST. Versione italiana]

In Grecia la crisi economica arriva dentro i supermercati dove sarà possibile, dal primo settembre prossimo, acquistare cibo scaduto a metà prezzo. La proposta, già soprannominata da alcuni quotidiani cibo low cost, avrebbe lo scopo di aiutare tutte quelle famiglie povere che si trovano a fare i conti con le gravi difficoltà economiche del paese e che sbarcano il lunario per arrivare alla fine di ogni mese. Secondo la nuova direttiva, i prodotti scaduti dovranno essere etichettati come "cibo di passata conservazione", e poi esposti su scaffali ben separati e riconoscibili in tutti i supermercati e negozi d’alimentari che parteciperanno all’iniziativa. 
La proposta, che ha già scatenato diverse polemiche e rabbia tra i consumatori, viene definita dai greci una vergogna e un oltraggio alla tutela della salute delle persone. Tuttavia, il segretario generale del Ministero dello Sviluppo per i consumatori, Giorgos Stergiou, avrebbe già precisato che non esiste nessuna minaccia per la salute pubblica e che la direttiva intende mettere in vendita solo cibi a lunga conservazione che però, avranno superato la data di scadenza. "Questa particolare direttiva non riguarda i prodotti con una specifica data di scadenza, ma, piuttosto, quelli con una raccomandazione di consumo entro un certo periodo" ha assicurato il ministro Stergiou. "E in nessun modo influenzerà la sicurezza pubblica e la qualità del cibo, in quanto si tratta di prodotti alimentari la cui data 'sell-by' viene applicata esclusivamente per scopi di marketing da parte del fabbricante." I supermercati che violeranno tali regole, mettendo in vendita "prodotti facilmente deperibili," saranno multati fino ad un massimo di 5.000 euro. 

TESTO 3B: G20, il monito dei grandi: la crisi non è finita: Nel documento finale la preoccupazione per «la recessione più lunga della storia moderna»

[08/09/2013IL CORRIERE]
Arriva da San Pietroburgo, dove si è tenuto il G20, lo stimolo a lavorare ancora e duramente per intraprendere il cammino della ripresa globale. Gli ultimi cinque anni «sono stati fondamentali per affrontare la crisi finanziaria e rimettere l’economia mondiale sulla giusta strada. Ma il lavoro non è ancora finito e resta essenziale concentrare i nostri sforzi per una uscita definitiva dalla crisi più lunga della storia moderna». È questo quello che hanno scritto nel comunicato finale i leader mondiali riuniti da giovedì a San Pietroburgo.

Due le priorità assolute sottolineate nel documento finale: la crescita e l’occupazione. Ma non solo. «Nonostante le nostre azioni - hanno spiegato i leader - la ripresa è troppo. Le prospettive di crescita per il 2013 sono state riviste al ribasso più volte nel corso dell’ultimo anno, le disparità regionali rimangono alte e la disoccupazione, soprattutto tra i giovani, rimane inaccettabilmente alta». 

Nel comunicato finale c'è anche una decisa presa di posizione contro l'evasione fiscale. Per contrastarla debutteranno, verso la fine del 2015, gli scambi automatici di informazioni fiscali tra i Paesi del G20: «Sosteniamo pienamente la proposta dell' Organizzazione per la cooperazione e lo sviluppo economico (Ocse) di attuare un modello realmente internazionale di informazione fiscali», recita il testo. 

Il G20 E L'ITALIA - «Ci sono tante cose da fare e c'è bisogno di un'Italia stabile da tutti i punti di vista, politico e finanziario», ha detto Enrico Letta nella conferenza stampa con la quale ha illustrato la posizione italiana nei confronti dei temi dibattuti al G20 di San Pietroburgo. «Ho trovato qui molto interesse nei confronti della posizione dell'Italia, per il fatto che l'Italia giochi un ruolo e che ci sia stabilità -ha spiegato Letta-. C'è solo voglia di avere nell'Italia un partner che esce dal guardarsi l'ombelico e dall'avvitamento su se stesso. Questo ho colto in tutti gli interlocutori». Il premier ha aggiunto: «Penso di dover essere conseguente anche nell'impegno che voglio mettere sulla continuità, sul lavoro, sulla stabilità». Il presidente del Consiglio ha sottolineato che «l'Italia si è presentata non più come sorvegliata speciale, l'Italia ha potuto agire con mani libere dalle zavorre che ci siamo portati avanti in questi anni. Negli altri G20 ci avevano dato i compiti a casa perché eravamo stati malandrini, non ci prendiamo più bacchettate sulle dita, i compiti a casa li abbiamo fatti, ora c'è bisogno di vedere la terra promessa».

TESTO 4B: Marchionne: "No aiuti per Fiat da Ue e Italia"

Repubblica 

PARIGI - "Non cerchiamo aiuto né dall'Italia né dall'Europa". Lo ha detto l'amministratore delegato della Fiat, Sergio Marchionne parlando al Salone dell'auto di Parigi. L'ad ha chiaramente ribadito che il Lingotto intende gestire la crisi del settore dell'auto "senza aiuti o fondi né a livello italiano né a livello europeo".

Per quanto riguarda la fusione tra Fiat e Chrysler, Marchionne ha chiarito che era "un atto dovuto" ed è "da completare" perché ''senza Chrysler avremmo sofferto le pene dell'inferno in Europa''.  Per quest'anno il target di produzione di Fiat e Chrysler è pari a 4,2 milioni di unità.
''Nel 2013 esiste la possibilità che Fiat possa contenere le perdite in Europa'' rispetto ai 700 milioni di euro attesi quest'anno, ha affermato Marchionne alla stampa estera, dicendo che tale possibilità ''dipenderà dall'andamento dei prezzi''. L'a.d Fiat ha aggiunto che ''il mercato potrebbe aver toccato il fondo in Europa e si potrebbe stabilizzare su questi livelli ma deve risalire. Non è una certezza, però, è più una sensazione''. 

Il numero uno della Fiat ha anche parlato di investimenti, dicendo che "alcune forze cercano di mettere la Fiat in un angolo costringendola a sbagliare, ma io non rischio il futuro dell'azienda". Poi ha aggiunto che nell'incontro con il governo di sabato scorso "abbiamo confermato l'impegno per l'Italia. È stata una discussione utile".

Bisogna però cambiare il fisco per favorire l'export, sostiene Marchionne che ha fatto riferimento a quanto contenuto nel comunicato congiunto fatto con il governo italiano dopo l'incontro della scorsa settimana. "C'è già un team che sta lavorando" dopo l'incontro tra Fiat e governo di sabato scorso, ha annunciato Marchionne. "Spero che ci rivedremo con una certa frequenza con il ministro Passera e con il presidente Monti - ha aggiunto - per garantirci questo lavoro di snellimento delle regole non solo per la Fiat. Gli obiettivi bisogna portarli avanti".

"Il ritiro dall’Italia non avrebbe niente a che fare con i sindacati ma con cambiamenti fondamentali nei mercati e il grande peggioramento che sta intervenendo in Europa", ha spiegato Marchionne. "Vi è stato un periodo del 2011, prima che Mario Monti diventasse premier, in cui abbiamo congelato tutto nel sistema europeo per mancanza di chiarezza sul futuro. Sono cose pericolosissime ed esiste il rischio che si possano ripetere ancora. Il pericolo non è scomparso. I volumi in Europa sono scesi ogni tre mesi e in Italia quest'anno il mercato dell'auto forse non arriverà a 1,4 milioni di unità, il che rappresenta un calo di oltre il 20% rispetto al 2011". Marchionne ha anche rilevato che "non si erano mai visti numeri simili in nove anni. Il mercato è molto debole e abbiamo risposto come qualsiasi altro costruttore ad una domanda che si andava evaporando in attesa di risposte più chiare sul futuro". Marchionne ha concluso: "non è che non vogliamo bene all'Italia, ma dobbiamo essere molto, molto attenti".
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