
4 Reading 

G o o d readers enjoy readings get better at it , read more, and 
consequently improve both their reading skills and their general 
language ability. W h e n children have difficulties w i th reading, 
however, they start to dislike it , read less, don't improve, and 
consequently have more reading problems and grow to dislike it 
even more.To prevent spiralling negative attitudes, we need to help 
children to improve their reading skills and learn to enjoy reading 
from the very beginning. 

One way to help children improve their reading skills is to train 
them to use the sub-skills involved, such as sk imming and scanning. 
Poor readers have often learnt only one style of reading, usually 
intensive reading.The inability to differentiate between reading 
skills usually makes readers slow and dependent on every single 
word they read, whereas good readers are fast, and are able to 
predict content and guess the meaning of words f rom the overall 
context of the passage. These are skills that can be developed by 
training. 

Because we believe that assessment should be a continuation of the 
work done i n the classroom, we recommend that reading 
assessment be done i n an interesting, contextualized, fun, and 
authentic way. We have also inc luded assessment of extensive 
reading. Even though it has been argued that extensive reading 
should not be assessed because it diminishes the children's 
enjoyment and can eventually put them off reading altogether, our 
argument is that it is an important skil l and an invaluable learning 
resource. I f it is assessed i n a positive and child-friendly way it w i l l 
not create negative feelings i n children. O n the contrary, it can help 
them realize that it is important and may result i n more extensive 
reading i n the Engl i sh lesson. 

4.1 P r o b l e m s at the z o o 

L E V E L Beginners 

A G E G R O U P 6 and above 

TIME 10 minutes 

DESCRIPTION T h e children match words wi th pictures. 

L A N G U A G E A n i m a l names: fox, lion, elephant,pony, crocodile,giraffe, hippo, snake, 
gorilla, penguin 
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SKILLS Reading: recognizing animal words. 

A S S E S S M E N T T h e children should be able to recognize the written f orm of 
CRITERIA selected vocabulary items. 

MATERIALS Worksheets 4.1a and b (see back of book); an enlarged copy of the 
worksheet; A 3 card to make a set of cards with the names of the • 
animals; B lu -Tack ; prize stickers (optional) 

PREPARATION 

IN C L A S S 

F E E D B A C K 

F O L L O W - U P 

VARIATION 1 

1 Photocopy Worksheets 4.1a and b for each chi ld . 
2 Prepare a set of cards wi th the vocabulary you are assessing. 

1 Give out Worksheet 4.1 a to each chi ld . 
2 E x p l a i n i n the mother tongue that there has been a b ig storm and 

that all the letters have fallen off the signs at the zoo.They have to 
put the signs back by drawing lines to match the signs wi th the 
animals. 

1 P u t the enlarged worksheet on the board. H a n d out the animal 
name cards you made. Invite the children wi th the cards to come 
out and take turns sticking the words on the right signs. 

2 G o round the class and check that the children are correcting 
their work. I f one of the children at the board makes a mistake, 
make sure the others point it out i n a calm, friendly, and n o n -
threatening way and that he/she is given a second chance before 
another chi ld gives the answer. 

3 W h e n the children have finished the activity and their self-
assessment (see Assessment of Outcome below), discuss how 
they know when they are 'doing wel l ' and when they 'need to 
work harder' . 

1 T h e children play a memory game, using the names of all the 
animals they have learnt up to now.The game can be played 
either wi th the whole class or i n groups of five or six. 

2 One chi ld starts by saying the name of an animal , for example, a 
lion.The next chi ld repeats the animal already mentioned and 
adds another one for example, a lion and apenguin.The next adds 
another, and so on, unt i l a chi ld can't name another animal or 
unt i l the last chi ld repeats everyone else's animals, adds his/her 
own, and wins. 

W h e n you are going to assess animal words, ask the children to 
name their favourites. Y o u can decide to assess those instead of the 
ones listed above. If the children come up wi th a lot of animals, you 
might decide together on which names should be assessed. 

VARIATION 2 Y o u can also use this task to assess copying skills i f you ask the 
children to copy the words on the appropriate sign rather than draw 
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A S S E S S M E N T OF 
O U T C O M E 

PORTFOLIO 

a l ine. I n this case make sure that your marking reflects what you are 
testing, i n this case reading and writ ing. (You could allocate half or a 
quarter of the marks to copying, depending on the importance you 
attach to this skil l ) . 

1 Self-assessment. Give out Worksheet 4. l b and a set of prize 
stickers, one to each chi ld (optional). 

2 W h i l e the feedback is going on at the board, the children assess 
themselves by placing a 'happy' sticker under each word they got 
right or a sad sticker under each word they got wrong. I f you 
don't have stickers, the children can draw happy/sad faces. 

3 M o n i t o r the children and make sure they are able to do the self-
assessment. Provide help where needed. 

4 If at the feedback stage you discussed 'doing wel l ' , the children 
can write a final comment for themselves. Y o u can decide on the 
criteria wi th the children, for example: 
8-10 correct answers (Very good!) 
6-7 correct answers (Good!) 
3-5 correct answers (Be careful.) 
0-2 correct answers (You need to try harder.) 

5 T h e children can take the worksheets and the assessment forms 
home to share their achievements w i th their parents. 

1 Once the worksheets have been returned, the children may want 
to include them i n their portfolios along wi th their self-
assessment forms. 

2 I f the children are using self-assessment 8.3, ' A picture of 
achievement', they can now add the animals i n the picture as 
proof of having learnt the names. 

4.2 

L E V E L 

A G E G R O U P 

Z i n k y ' s h o m e 

Beginners 

6 and above 

TIME 

DESCRIPTION 

10 minutes 

T h e children read sentences and use the appropriate colours to 
colour a picture. 

L A N G U A G E Nature vocabulary -.flowers, sky, grass, river, clouds, trees, cows; colours. 

SKILLS Reading: comprehending simple sentences. 



60 R E A D I N G 

A S S E S S M E N T 
CRITERIA 

T h e children should be able to recognize the written f o rm of 
colours i n a simple text and understand short written sentences 
wi th k n o w n vocabulary. 

MATERIALS Worksheet 4.2 (see back of book); coloured pencils; coloured chalks 
or whiteboard markers; prize stickers (optional) 

PREPARATION 

IN C L A S S 

F E E D B A C K 

F O L L O W - U P 

VARIATION 1 

1 Photocopy Worksheet 4.2 for each chi ld . 
2 Prepare a class set of Worksheet 4.2 without the text for the 

Fo l low-up. 

1 E x p l a i n i n the mother tongue that they have got a postcard f rom 
an alien called Zinky. 

2 D r a w ' Z i n k y ' on the board and introduce her to the children. 
Z i n k y has asked them to colour her p ostcard so that they 
understand what her planet looks l ike. 

3 Give out Worksheet 4.2 to each chi ld . 
4 Te l l the children to read the text and colour the picture. 

1 D r a w a rough outline of the picture on the board. W h e n the 
children have finished, invite volunteers to come out one at a 
time to colour part of the picture. Start wi th the weaker 
volunteers so that they have more choice and can colour the 
parts they know. Gradual ly the picture w i l l be complete and the 
children can compare their own wi th the one on the board. 

2 T h e n ask the children to do self-assessment (see Assessment of 
Outcome below). 

3 I f any children get a colour wrong, find out whether they know 
the colour i n their mother tongue. 

1 Give out Worksheet 4.2 without the text and ask the children to 
colour it w i th the colours we have here on E a r t h . 

2 T h e y can then write the colour on the appropriate areas of the 
picture (for example green on the grass, white on the clouds, etc.), 
or copy Zinky 's sentences, but change the colours.They can then 
send their own postcard to outer space! 

W i t h very young children, i f they know the colours but not the rest 
of the vocabulary, you can assess colours by omitting the text and 
adding arrows wi th the words indicating what colour each object 
should be. 



1 I f the class has one or two computers, you could create the 
picture on the class computer (using Paint or a similar program) 
and save it as a template.The children complete the task at their 
own pace or when assigned to do so by you. T h e y save the file 
under their name and read the instructions/text. 

2 T h e y then colour the shapes by cl icking on the right colour and 
the right place i n the picture. 

3 F inal ly , they pr int out the completed picture when they have 
finished. 

4 I f you have access to a computer lab all the children can do it at 
the same time. 

1 Self-assessment.To carry out their assessment, give the children 
prize stickers (hearts, suns, stars, etc.) or ask them to draw stars 
next to the appropriate sentence on the Worksheet for each 
colour they got r ight .There are eight colours i n the text. 

2 F inal ly , the children give themselves a grade/comment according 
to the scheme you write on the board: 
8 stars = Excellent! 
6-7 stars = Very good! 
4—5 stars = G o o d ! 
0-3 stars = T r y harder. 

1 Th i s is something the children may want to keep i n their 
portfolio. A s k them i f they do. I f children who didn ' t do well are 
reluctant to put the worksheets i n their portfolio, give them the 
opportunity to complete the follow-up activity and include that 
instead or as wel l . 

2 T h e children can add a comment such as ' I know the colours' . 
3 I f the children are using self-assessment 8.3, ' A picture of 

achievement', they can now add the rainbow as proof of having 
learnt the colours. 
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Name . Class . Date 

pony snake l ion elephant fox 

it 
giraffe goril la crocodile penguin hippo 

^ ^ ^ ^ lh 
I know these animals : J wi l l try harder to learn these animals : 
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Name . Class . Date 

The river is white. 
The cows are red. 
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