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K I N G S L E Y B O L T O N 

1 Introduction 
T h e c o n c e p t s of l a n g u a g e v a r i e t y a n d v a r i a t i o n l i e at the h e a r t of t h e w o r l d 
E n g l i s h e s e n t e r p r i s e , n o t least b e c a u s e m a n y r e s e a r c h e r s i n t h i s f i e l d h a v e 
i d e n t i f i e d t h e i r i n t e r e s t s as the s t u d y of " v a r i e t i e s o f E n g l i s h , " " l o c a l i z e d v a r i ­
e t i es o f E n g l i s h , " " n o n - n a t i v e v a r i e t i e s of E n g l i s h , " " s e c o n d - l a n g u a g e v a r i e t i e s 
o f E n g l i s h , " a n d " n e w v a r i e t i e s of E n g l i s h . " T h e i s s u e o f l i n g u i s t i c v a r i e t y i s 
a l s o c e n t r a l to b o t h t r a d i t i o n a l d i a l e c t o l o g y a n d c o n t e m p o r a r y l i n g u i s t i c s , w h e r e 
i t is o f t e n s u b s u m e d i n t o the s t u d y o f l a n g u a g e v a r i a t i o n a n d c h a n g e . 

T h e n o t i o n of w o r l d E n g l i s h e s , i n i ts t u r n , m a y be s e e n as h a v i n g b o t h a 
w i d e r a n d n a r r o w e r a p p l i c a t i o n . T h e w i d e r a p p l i c a t i o n of the c o n c e p t s u b ­
s u m e s v e r y m a n y d i f f e r e n t a p p r o a c h e s to the s t u d y o f E n g l i s h w o r l d w i d e 
( i n c l u d i n g v a r i e t i e s - b a s e d s t u d i e s ) r a n g i n g f r o m t h e C e l t i c E n g l i s h e s of B r i t ­
a i n , t h r o u g h d i v e r s e v a r i e t i e s i n t h e U S A , A u s t r a l i a , N e w Z e a l a n d , a n d A f r i c a 
to E n g l i s h i n E u r o p e a n d A s i a , a n d a l s o i n v o l v e s the s t u d y o f d i s c o u r s e a n d 
g e n r e i n t h o s e c o n t e x t s w h e r e E n g l i s h is r e g a r d e d as a s e c o n d o r f o r e i g n 
l a n g u a g e . T h e n a r r o w e r a p p l i c a t i o n of the t e r m , h o w e v e r , r e fe rs t o s c h o o l s of 
t h o u g h t c l o s e l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e K a c h r u v i a n a p p r o a c h , m a n y o f w h i c h are 
d i s c u s s e d i n the o t h e r c h a p t e r s t o t h i s v o l u m e . E l s e w h e r e (see C h a p t e r 15), I 
n o t e that r e s e a r c h o n w o r l d E n g l i s h e s i n t h e w i d e r sense i n c l u d e s at least a 
d o z e n d i s t i n c t a p p r o a c h e s , i n c l u d i n g t h o s e o f E n g l i s h s t u d i e s , c o r p u s l i n ­
g u i s t i c s , the s o c i o l o g y o f l a n g u a g e , f e a t u r e s - b a s e d a n d d i a l e c t o l o g i c a l s t u d i e s , 
p i d g i n a n d Creole r e s e a r c h , K a c h r u v i a n l i n g u i s t i c s , l e x i c o g r a p h i c a l a p p r o a c h e s , 
p o p u l a r i z e r a c c o u n t s , c r i t i c a l l i n g u i s t i c s , a n d f u t u r o l o g i c a l a p p r o a c h e s . 

I n t h i s c o n t e x t , t h e u s e of t h e t e r m " E n g l i s h e s " c o n s c i o u s l y e m p h a s i z e s the 
a u t o n o m y a n d p l u r a l i t y o f E n g l i s h l a n g u a g e s w o r l d w i d e , w h e r e a s t h e p h r a s e 
" v a r i e t i e s of E n g l i s h " s u g g e s t s tire h e t e r o n o m y of s u c h v a r i e t i e s to the 
c o m m o n c o r e of " E n g l i s h . " T h e " d o u b l e - v o i c e d n e s s " o f s u c h n o m e n c l a t u r e 
( E n g l i s h v s . E n g l i s h e s ) r e s o n a t e s w i t h t h e m u c h - c i t e d B a h k t i n i a n d i s t i n c t i o n 
b e t w e e n " c e n t r i f u g a l " a n d " c e n t r i p e t a l " f o r c e s i n l a n g u a g e c h a n g e . L e a v i n g 
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s u c h t e n s i o n s a s i d e to b e g i n w i t h , I s tar t b y d i s c u s s i n g t h e n o t i o n o f " v a r i e t y " 
w i t h i n t h e c o n t e x t of w o r l d E n g l i s h e s , a n d t h e n a t t e m p t t o u n r a v e l d i s c u s s i o n s 
of t h e w i d e r t h e o r e t i c a l c o n t e x t i n t h e l a t e r s e c t i o n s o f t h e c h a p t e r . 

2 Language Varieties and Varieties of English 

A t f i rs t g l a n c e , the c o n c e p t of " v a r i e t i e s " i n t h i s c o n t e x t seems u s e f u l a n d 
u n p r o b l e m a t i c , as " v a r i e t y " i n the s i n g u l a r i s t y p i c a l l y d e f i n e d as a n e u t r a l 
l a b e l a p p l i c a b l e to m a n y d i f f e r e n t t y p e s of l a n g u a g e use , as m a y b e s e e n i n a 
n u m b e r of d e f i n i t i o n s of the t e r m : 

A term used i n SOCIOLINGUISTICS and STYLISTICS to refer to any SYSTEM of L I N ­

GUISTIC EXPRESSION whose use is governed by S I T U A T I O N A L VARIABLES . In some 

cases, the situational DISTINCTIVENESS of the L A N G U A G E may be easily stated, 
as i n many regional and occupat ional varieties (e.g., L o n d o n Engl i sh , re l ig ious 
Engl ish) ; i n other cases, as i n studies of social class, the varieties are m o r e 
di f f i cu l t to define, i n v o l v i n g the intersection of several variables (e.g., sex, age, 
occupation) . Several classifications of language varieties have been proposed , 
i n v o l v i n g such terms as D I A L E C T , REGISTER, M E D I U M and FIELD . (Crystal , 1997: 

408) 

A neutral term used to refer to any k i n d of language - a dialect, accent, sociolcct, 
style or rcgistet - that a l inguist happens to want to discuss as a separate entity for 
some part icular purpose. Such a variety can be very general , such as " A m e r i c a n 
E n g l i s h , " or very specific, suc h as "the lower w o r k i n g - c l a s s dialect of the L o w e r 
East Side of N e w Y o r k C i t y . " ( T r u d g i l l , 2003: 139-40) 

W e can use " v a r i e t y " to m e a n a language, a dialect, an idiolect or an accent; it is 
a term w h i c h encompasses a l l of these. The term " v a r i e t y " is an academic term 
used for any k i n d of language product ion , whether w e are v i e w i n g it as being 
d e t e r m i n e d b y region, by gender , b y social class, by age or by our o w n in imitable 
i n d i v i d u a l characteristics. (Bauer, 2003: 4) 

R a n d o l p h Q u i r k i n The Use of English (1962), w a s o n e of the f i rs t i n tire 
c o n t e m p o r a r y p e r i o d to d i s c u s s " v a r i e t i e s " of E n g l i s h w i t h r e f e r e n c e to the 
d e s c r i p t i o n of E n g l i s h " s t a n d a r d s " w o r l d w i d e . I n t h i s e a r l y w o r k , Q u i r k m a d e 
a p l e a f o r l i n g u i s t i c t o l e r a n c e , a r g u i n g that : 

E n g l i s h is not the prerogat ive or "possess ion" of the E n g l i s h . . . A c k n o w l e d g i n g 
this m u s t - as a corol lary - i n v o l v e our quest ioning the propr ie ty of c l a i m i n g that 
the Engl i s h ot one area is more "correct" than the Engl i sh of another. C e r t a i n l y , 
w e must realise that there is no single "correct" E n g l i s h , and n o single standard of 
correctness. (Quirk , 1962: 17-18)' 

S i m i l a r a r g u m e n t s w e r e p u t f o r w a r d i n t h e s a m e e r a b y H a l l i d a y , M c i n t o s h , 
a n d S t r e v e n s (1964), w h o d i s c u s s e d v a r i e t i e s of E n g l i s h i n a r a n g e of 
d e c o l o n i z i n g c o n t e x t s . D u r i n g t h e c o l o n i a l e r a , t h e y n o t e d , " i t s e e m e d t o t a l l y 
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o b v i o u s a n d i m m u t a b l e that the form of E n g l i s h u s e d b y p r o f e s s i o n a l p e o p l e 
i n E n g l a n d w a s the o n l y c o n c e i v a b l e m o d e l f o r use i n e d u c a t i o n o v e r s e a s " 
(1964: 292). B u t t h e y a r g u e d that b y the 1960s a n i m p o r t a n t sh i f t h a d o c c u r r e d 
a n d that : 

E n g l i s h is no longer the possession of the Bri t ish, or even the Bri t ish and 
the Amer icans , b u t . . . exists in an increasingly large n u m b e r of different 
varieties . . . But the most important development of a l l is seen in the emergence 
of varieties that are ident i f ied w i t h and are specific to part icular countries f r o m 
a m o n g the former Br i t i sh colonies, i n West A f r i c a , in the West Indies, and in 
Pakistan and India . . . it is no longer accepted by the majoritv that the E n g l i s h of 
England, w i t h R P as its accent, are the o n l v possible models of E n g l i s h to be set 
before the y o u n g , (pp. 293-4) 

T h e y t h e n w e n t o n to d i s c u s s the c r i t e r i a for j u d g i n g the use of a p a r t i c u l a r 
v a r i e t y as a t e a c h i n g m o d e l , s u g g e s t i n g that t h e r e are t w o m a j o r c o n s i d e r a ­
t i o n s : first, that it i s u s e d b y a r e a s o n a b l y l a r g e n u m b e r of e d u c a t e d p e o p l e ; 
a n d , s e c o n d , that i t i s m u t u a l l y i n t e l l i g i b l e w i t h o t h e r v a r i e t i e s u s e d b y 
e d u c a t e d s p e a k e r s f r o m o t h e r s oc i e t i e s . H e r e t h e y n o t e that " t o s p e a k l i k e a n 
E n g l i s h m a n " i s b y n o m e a n s the o n l y o r o b v i o u s target for the f o r e i g n l e a r n e r " 
(p . 296). H a l l i d a y s u b s e q u e n t l y a d o p t e d a v a r i e t i e s f r a m e w o r k i n a n u m b e r 
o f h i s l a t e r w r i t i n g s , i n c l u d i n g H a l l i d a y a n d H a s a n (1989) w h i c h e x p l o r e s 
the d i c h o t o m y b e t w e e n " d i a l e c t a l v a r i e t i e s " ( d i a l ec t s ) a n d " d i a t y p i c v a r i e t i e s " 
( regis ters ) . S t r e v e n s a l s o m a i n t a i n e d a s t r o n g i n t e r e s t in v a r i e t i e s of E n g l i s h 
w o r l d w i d e , a r g u i n g f o r a r e c o g n i t i o n of " t h e ' E n g l i s h e s ' w h i c h c o n s t i t u t e the 
E n g l i s h l a n g u a g e " ( S t r e v e n s , 1980: 90). 

A n o t h e r i m p o r t a n t s t r a n d that c o n t r i b u t e d to the s t u d i e s of " v a r i e t i e s " c a m e 
o u t o f d o m e s t i c s o c i o l i n g u i s t i c s . I n 1979, H u g h e s a n d T r u d g i l l p u b l i s h e d a 
v o l u m e e n t i t l e d English Accents and Dialects that d e s c r i b e d v a r i e t i e s of E n g l i s h 
i n the U n i t e d K i n g d o m . T h i s w a s t h e n f o l l o w e d b y T r u d g i l l a n d H a n n a h ' s 
International English, w h i c h f o c u s e d o n v a r i e t i e s o f " s t a n d a r d E n g l i s h " w o r l d ­
w i d e , i n the f i r s t e d i t i o n (1982), these i n c l u d e d A u s t r a l i a n , N e w Z e a l a n d , S o u t h 
A f r i c a n , W e l s h , N o r t h A m e r i c a n , S c o t t i s h , I r i s h , W e s t I n d i a n , W e s t A f r i c a n , 
a n d I n d i a n E n g l i s h . T h e t h i r d e d i t i o n (1994) a d d e d a n e x p a n d e d s e c t i o n 
o n Creoles, as w e l l as d e s c r i p t i o n s of S i n g a p o r e a n d P h i l i p p i n e E n g l i s h . T h e 
s e c t i o n s d e a l i n g w i t h " I n n e r - C i r c l e " v a r i e t i e s p r e d o m i n a t e , w i t h s o m e o n e 
h u n d r e d p a g e s i n t h e latest e d i t i o n a l l o c a t e d to " n a t i v e - s p e a k e r " v a r i e t i e s , 
a n d t h i r t y d e v o t e d to Creoles a n d s e c o n d - l a n g u a g e v a r i e t i e s . C h e s h i r e ' s (1991) 
English around the World e x t e n d e d t h i s f e a t u r e s - b a s e d a p p r o a c h to i n c l u d e 
v a r i a t i o n i s t p e r s p e c t i v e s of the L a b o v i a n a p p r o a c h . 

3 The Three Circles of Kachru 

O n e p a r t i c u l a r c o n s t r u c t i n the K a c h r u v i a n p a r a d i g m t h a t h a s b e e n b o t h i n f l u ­
e n t i a l a n d c o n t r o v e r s i a l h a s b e e n the m o d e l i n g o f E n g l i s h w o r l d w i d e i n t e r m s 
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of the " T h r e e C i r c l e s of E n g l i s h " (the " I n n e r , " " O u t e r , " a n d " E x p a n d i n g " C i r ­
c les) . T h e T h r e e C i r c l e s m o d e l w a s f i r s t p u b l i s h e d i n a 2985 b o o k c h a p t e r t h a t 
c a m e o u t of a c o n f e r e n c e h e l d to m a r k the f i f t i e t h a n n i v e r s a r y of the B r i t i s h 
C o u n c i l ( K a c h r u , 1985). In t h i s p a p e r , K a c h r u w a s c o n c e r n e d to e l u c i d a t e t h e 
s o c i o l i n g u i s t i c s o f E n g l i s h " i n i ts i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n t e x t " w i t h p a r t i c u l a r r e f e r ­
e n c e to p o s t c o l o n i a l s o c i e t i e s . H e r e , t h e m o d e l w a s p r e s e n t e d as a " d i g r e s s i o n " 
to p r e f a c e the d i s c u s s i o n of i s s u e s r e l a t e d to s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n , c o d i f i c a t i o n , a n d 
l i n g u i s t i c c r e a t i v i t y . 

T h e C i r c l e s m o d e l w a s i n t e n d e d to r e p r e s e n t (1) the types of spread o f E n g l i s h 
w o r l d w i d e , (2) the patterns of acquisition, a n d (3) t h e / t i n c f i o n u / domains i n w h i c h 
E n g l i s h i s u s e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y . T h e Inner C i r c l e of t h e m o d e l r e f e r r e d to t h o s e 
soc ie t i es w h e r e E n g l i s h is the " p r i m a r y l a n g u a g e , " i .e. , the U S A , the U K , 
C a n a d a , A u s t r a l i a , a n d N e w Z e a l a n d . T h e Outer C i r c l e w a s c o n c e i v e d as r e p ­
r e s e n t i n g p o s t c o l o n i a l A n g l o p h o n i c c o n t e x t s , a n u m e r i c a l l y l a r g e a n d d i v e r s e 
s p e e c h c o m m u n i t y , i n c l u d i n g s u c h A f r i c a n a n d A s i a n soc ie t i es as N i g e r i a , 
Z a m b i a , I n d i a , a n d S i n g a p o r e . D e s p i t e s u c h d i v e r s i t y , the O u t e r - C i r c l e c o m ­
m u n i t i e s s h a r e a n u m b e r o f c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , so t h a t t y p i c a l l y E n g l i s h is o n l y 
o n e of t h e c o m m u n i t y l a n g u a g e s i n w h a t are c l e a r l y m u l t i l i n g u a l s o c i e t i e s ; 
a n d E n g l i s h i n s u c h s o c i e t i e s u s u a l l y a c h i e v e s s o m e d e g r e e o f o f f i c i a l r e c o g n i ­
t i o n as a n o f f i c i a l , c o - o f f i c i a l , l e g a l , o r e d u c a t i o n a l l a n g u a g e . A t the f u n c t i o n a l 
l e v e l , E n g l i s h i s u t i l i z e d i n " u n - E n g l i s h c u l t u r a l c o n t e x t s , " a n d i s u s e d i n a 
v e r y w i d e r a n g e of d o m a i n s b o t h as a n i n t r a n a t i o n a l a n d a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
l a n g u a g e , a n d as a l a n g u a g e o f l i t e r a r y c r e a t i v i t y a n d e x p r e s s i o n : 

In other w o r d s , E n g l i s h has an extended funct ional range in a variety of socia l , 
educat ional , adminis trat ive , and l i terary domains . It also has acquired great depth 
i n terms of users at different levels of society. A s a result, there is s ignif icant 
var iat ion w i t h i n such inst i tut ional ized varieties. (Kachru , 1985: 13; see also K a c h r u , 
2005: 211-20) 

T h e Expanding C i r c l e is d e f i n e d as c o m p r i s i n g t h o s e areas w h e r e E n g l i s h i s 
a n " i n t e r n a t i o n a l l a n g u a g e " a n d t r a d i t i o n a l l y r e g a r d e d as s o c i e t i e s l e a r n i n g 
E n g l i s h as a F o r e i g n L a n g u a g e ( E F L ) . N a t i o n s i n the E x p a n d i n g C i r c l e at t h i s 
t i m e t h u s i n c l u d e C h i n a , G r e e c e , I n d o n e s i a , I s r a e l , J a p a n , K o r e a , S a u d i A r a b i a , 
T a i w a n , a n d the U S S R (i.e., the f o r m e r S o v i e t U n i o n ) . 

K a c h r u t h e n w e n t o n to n o t e that E n g l i s h w a s s p r e a d i n g r a p i d l y i n n o n -
W e s t e r n c o u n t r i e s , as a n " a d d i t i o n a l l a n g u a g e " a n d " a l t e r n a t i v e l a n g u a g e " 
i n m u l t i l i n g u a l s o c i e t i e s , i n r e s p o n s e to the d e m a n d s o f m o d e r n i z a t i o n a n d 
t e c h n o l o g y , as w e l l as b y o t h e r s o c i o p o l i t i c a l a n d s o c i o l i n g u i s t i c d y n a m i c s . 
I n a d d i t i o n , w h e r e a s I n n e r - C i r c l e soc ie t i es l a r g e l y s h a r e d c o m m o n c u l t u r a l 
a s s u m p t i o n s a n d s i m i l a r p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m s , the c u l t u r a l c o n t e x t s o f t h e o t h e r 
t w o C i r c l e s i n c l u d e d s u c h d i v e r s e i d e o l o g i e s as H i n d u i s m , I s l a m , M a r x i s m , 
a n d C o m m u n i s m , g i v i n g E n g l i s h the p o t e n t i a l f o r " a u n i q u e c u l t u r a l p l u r a l ­
i s m , a n d a l i n g u i s t i c h e t e r o g e n e i t y a n d d i v e r s i t y w h i c h a r e u n r e c o r d e d t o t h i s 
e x t e n t i n h u m a n h i s t o r y " (p . 14). 
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I n a n u m b e r of o t h e r w r i t i n g s , K a c h r u h a s e x p a n d e d o n the n o t i o n s o f t h e 
" r a n g e " a n d " d e p t h " o f E n g l i s h i n t h e O u t e r a n d E x p a n d i n g C i r c l e s , e s t a b l i s h ­
i n g a d i c h o t o m y b e t w e e n " g e n e t i c n a t i v e n e s s " v e r s u s " f u n c t i o n a l n a t i v e n e s s " 
( K a c h r u , 1998). H e r e range r e f e r s t o t h e f u n c t i o n a l r e p e r t o i r e o f t h e l a n g u a g e i n 
s u c h d o m a i n s as g o v e r n m e n t , l a w , b u s i n e s s , f a m i l y , f r i e n d s , etc. ; depth, o n the 
o t h e r h a n d , re fers to t h e u s e s o f E n g l i s h a v a i l a b l e to p e o p l e at d i f f e r e n t l e v e l s 
o f s o c i e t y , r a n g i n g f r o m the e l i tes o f b u s i n e s s a n d the p r o f e s s i o n s t o l o w e r -
l e v e l w o r k e r s , s h o p k e e p e r s , t a x i d r i v e r s , etc. S u c h i s s u e s o f d e p t h a l s o i n f l u ­
e n c e the l e c t a l r a n g e o f s p e a k e r s , f r o m b a s i l e c t a l v a r i e t i e s t h r o u g h t o t h e a c r o l e c t . 
A s e c o n d d i s t i n c t i o n is t h a t b e t w e e n t h e norm-providing m e c h a n i s m s o f t h e 
I n n e r C i r c l e ( i n c l u d i n g g r a m m a r s , t e x t b o o k s , etc.) a n d t h e norm-dependent (or 
" n o r m - a c c e p t i n g " ) r e s p o n s e s o f t h e E x p a n d i n g - C i r c l e s o c i e t i e s , s u c h as C h i n a , 
J a p a n , etc. T h e s i t u a t i o n i n O u t e r - C i r c l e s o c i e t i e s is t y p i c a l l y m o r e c o m p l e x , 
w i t h a r a n g e of p o s s i b l e r e s p o n s e s , i n c l u d i n g e f f o r t s to e s t a b l i s h l o c a l n o r m s . 
A n u m b e r of O u t e r - C i r c l e s o c i e t i e s are t h u s " n o r m - d e v e l o p i n g , " as i n I n d i a 
a n d the P h i l i p p i n e s . 

K a c h r u ' s c o n c e p t i o n o f the T h r e e C i r c l e s h a s o n l y b e e n o n e p a r t o f h i s the-
o r i z a t i o n o f th is f i e l d , b u t i t h a s p r o v e d i m m e n s e l y i n f l u e n t i a l . N e v e r t h e l e s s , 
d e s p i t e i t s o b v i o u s r o b u s t n e s s a n d u t i l i t y , s o m e c r i t i c s h a v e a t t e m p t e d t o 
c r i t i q u e t h i s m o d e l o n the g r o u n d s that i t f a v o r s s t a n d a r d a n d " n a t i o n a l " 
v a r i e t i e s , i g n o r e s " g r e y a r e a s , " a n d s i m p l i f i e s d i s c u s s i o n of l i n g u i s t i c d i v e r s i t y 
( J e n k i n s , 2003: 17 -18) . O t h e r s h a v e a r g u e d i n f a v o r of the r e c o g n i t i o n of 
s u p r a n a t i o n a l v a r i e t i e s , i n c l u d i n g M o d i a n o (1999, a n d t h i s v o l u m e ) w h o h a s 
p r o p o s e d the m o d e l of E n g l i s h as a n I n t e r n a t i o n a l L a n g u a g e ( E I L ) , w h i c h 
f e a t u r e s " c e n t r i p e t a l " C i r c l e s a n d b a s e s its d e s c r i p t i o n o n p r o f i c i e n t u s e o f the 
l a n g u a g e r a t h e r t h a n the g e o g r a p h i c a l p r o v e n a n c e o f s p e a k e r s . A n u m b e r o f 
these c r i t i q u e s s e e m m i s d i r e c t e d , h o w e v e r , g i v e n that K a c h r u h i m s e l f a n t i c i p ­
a t e d a n u m b e r o f s u c h p o i n t s 20 y e a r s a g o , w h e n at t h e o u t s e t h e n o t e d that : 

The Outer Circ le and the E x p a n d i n g C i r c l e cannot be v i e w e d as c lear ly d e m a r ­
cated f r o m each other; they have several shared characteristics, and the status of 
E n g l i s h i n the language pol ic ies of such countries changes f r o m t ime to time. 
W h a t is an ESL reg ion at one t ime m a y become an E F L region at another t ime or 
vice versa. (Kachru , 1985: 13-14) 

M o r e i m p o r t a n t l y , s u c h c r i t i q u e s t e n d to m i s s the fact t h a t t h e C i r c l e s 
c o n c e p t is e s s e n t i a l l y i n t e n d e d as a h i s t o r i c a l m o d e l that c o n c e p t u a l i z e s the 
c h r o n o l o g y o f t h e d i a s p o r i c o r i g i n s o f w o r l d E n g l i s h e s . T h e s e d i a s p o r a s w e r e 
b a s i c a l l y of t w o t y p e s : the f i rs t d i a s p o r a o c c u r r e d w i t h t r a n s p o r t a t i o n o f 
E n g l i s h t o se t t ler c o l o n i e s i n A u s t r a l i a , N o r t h A m e r i c a , a n d N e w Z e a l a n d ; a n d 
the s e c o n d o c c u r r e d i n B r i t i s h ( a n d o c c a s i o n a l l y A m e r i c a n ) a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
c o l o n i e s i n a r o u n d t h e g l o b e , a n d e s p e c i a l l y i n A f r i c a a n d A s i a . T h e s e t w o 
d i a s p o r a s c r e a t e d v e r y d i s t i n c t c o l o n i a l h i s t o r i e s , n o t l eas t b e c a u s e o f t h e v e r y 
d i f f e r e n t d e m o g r a p h i c s o f race i n v o l v e d (if , f o r e x a m p l e , w e c o m p a r e t h e 
U S A w i t h I n d i a ) . N e v e r t h e l e s s , a n u m b e r o f i s s u e s t r a v e r s e the t w o d i a s p o r i c 
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e x p e r i e n c e s , i n c l u d i n g q u e s t i o n s r e l a t i n g to c o d i f i c a t i o n , s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n , a n d 
e d u c a t i o n a l n o r m s (Y. K a c h r u a n d N e l s o n , 2006). 

It m i g h t a l s o be n o t e d that the e x p o n e n t i a l s p r e a d of E n g l i s h s i n c e 1985 
h a s c o n t i n u e d o v e r the last t w o d e c a d e s i n w a y s n o t e n t i r e l y a n t i c i p a t e d at 
that e a r l i e r d a t e . T o d a y , a l i s t o f the m a j o r t e n E n g l i s h - k n o w i n g soc ie t i es i n 
the w o r l d w o u l d i n c l u d e n o t o n l y I n d i a b u t a l s o C h i n a ( b o t h w i t h e s t i m a t e d 
p o p u l a t i o n s o f E n g l i s h s p e a k e r s at a r o u n d 2 0 0 - 3 0 0 m i l l i o n ) . O t h e r A s i a n 
soc ie t ies s u c h as the P h i l i p p i n e s ( a r o u n d 52 m i l l i o n s pe ak e rs ) a n d J a p a n ( a r o u n d 
40 m i l l i o n ) are a l s o m o r e v i s i b l e t h a n i n the past ; a l t h o u g h the s p r e a d of 
E n g l i s h i n s u c h soc ie t ies t h r o u g h e d u c a t i o n a l s o r a i s e s m a n y i s s u e s c o n c e r n i n g 
a c q u i s i t i o n a n d " k n o w m g - n e s s " that a re r e d e f i n i n g t r a d i t i o n a l n o t i o n s of 
a c q u i s i t i o n a n d p r o f i c i e n c y . 

4 The Inner-Circle Diaspora 

H i s t o r i c a l l y , the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n o f the t w o e x t e r n a l d i a s p o r a s of E n g l i s h m e n ­
t i o n e d a b o v e w e r e p r e c e d e d b y the s p r e a d o f E n g l i s h t h r o u g h o u t t h e B r i t i s h 
Isles to W a l e s , S c o t l a n d , a n d I r e l a n d , w h i c h e a c h h a v e t h e i r o w n p a r t i c u l a r 
h i s t o r i e s of l a n g u a g e c o n t a c t . I n the case of W a l e s , the p o l i t i c a l d o m i n a n c e 
o f E n g l a n d w a s e s t a b l i s h e d b y t w o A c t s of U n i o n i n 1536 a n d 1542, w h e n 
W e l s h l a w s a n d c u s t o m s w e r e a b o l i s h e d a n d the E n g l i s h l a n g u a g e g a i n e d p r e ­
e m i n e n c e i n l a w a n d a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . E n g l i s h w a s a l s o s p r e a d b y t h e e s t a b l i s h ­
m e n t of E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g t o w n s h i p s , a n d the p r o m o t i o n o f E n g l i s h i n e d u c a t i o n . 
In t h e la te e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y , m o s t o f the c o u n t r y w a s m o n o l i n g u a l W e l s h , 
b u t w i d e s p r e a d i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n a n d u r b a n i z a t i o n i n the n i n e t e e n t h century-
h a s t e n e d the s p r e a d of E n g l i s h . B y 1921, 63 p e r c e n t of W e l s h p e o p l e w e r e 
m o n o l i n g u a l i n E n g l i s h , a n d b y 1981 that h a d r i s e n to a r o u n d 80 p e r c e n t of the 
p o p u l a t i o n ( T h o m a s , 1994: 103). T o d a y , d e s p i t e i ts s o m e w h a t l o w a c a d e m i c 
p r e s t i g e i n W a l e s ( a n d t h e o n g o i n g r e v i v a l of the W e l s h l a n g u a g e ) , W e l s h 
E n g l i s h as a d i s t i n c t v a r i e t y of the l a n g u a g e i s b e i n g s t u d i e d b y a n u m b e r of 
l i n g u i s t s ( C o u p l a n d a n d T h o m a s , 1990; P e n h a l l u n c k , 1993). 

T h e h i s t o r y of S c o t t i s h E n g l i s h i s i n e x t r i c a b l y l i n k e d to that of " S c o t s , " w h o s e 
h i s t o r y as a n a u t o n o m o u s G e r m a n i c l a n g u a g e d a t e s f r o m 1100. W h i l e i t s 
c o n t e m p o r a r y u s a g e is r e s t r i c t e d t o a m i n o r i t y of t h e r u r a l p o p u l a t i o n , Sco ts is 
s t i l l s e e n as f o r m i n g " t h e s u b s t r a t u m o f g e n e r a l E n g l i s h i n S c o t l a n d " ( A i t k e n , 
1992: 899). Scots a c h i e v e d its grea tes t p r o m i n e n c e i n the f i f t e e n t h a n d e a r l y 
s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s , b u t a f ter the A c t of U n i o n i n 1603, a d e c l i n e i n i ts p r e s t i g e 
a n d u s e f o l l o w e d . T h r o u g h o u t the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y E n g l i s h r a p i d l y g a i n e d 
g r o u n d t h r o u g h the e x p a n s i o n of e d u c a t i o n . Sco ts g r a d u a l l y los t the s t a t u s 
o f a n a u t o n o m o u s l a n g u a g e , a n d i ts p o s i t i o n as a r e g i o n a l s t a n d a r d w a s e v e n ­
t u a l l y s u p p l a n t e d b y that of " S c o t t i s h S t a n d a r d E n g l i s h , " " a c o m p r o m i s e 
b e t w e e n L o n d o n s t a n d a r d E n g l i s h a n d S c o t s " ( M c C l u r e , 1994: 79). 

T h e e a r l i e s t r e c o r d o f the u s e o f E n g l i s h i n I r e l a n d d a t e s f r o m 1250, b u t 
E n g l i s h o n l y b e g a n to s p r e a d s i g n i f i c a n t l y af ter the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of U l s t e r 

Varieties of World Englishes 295 

p l a n t a t i o n i n 1607, w h i c h i n t r o d u c e d S c o t s E n g l i s h o n t o the i s l a n d . B y the 
e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , l a n g u a g e s h i f t i n I r e l a n d t o w a r d E n g l i s h w a s w e l l 
u n d e r w a y , a p r o c e s s that h a s c o n t i n u e d to the p r e s e n t w i t h o n l y 3 p e r c e n t of 
the p o p u l a t i o n i n 1983 c l a i m i n g a " n a t i v e - s p e a k e r " a b i l i t y i n I r i s h G a e l i c ( K a l l e n , 
1994). M c A r t h u r c u r r e n t l y i d e n t i f i e s a r a n g e o f I r i s h v a r i e t i e s , i n c l u d i n g Hiberno-
English, Irish English, a n d Ulster English (2002: 117; see C h a p t e r s 2 a n d 3 i n t h i s 
v o l u m e ) . 

T h e f i rs t m a j o r v a r i e t y of E n g l i s h t o e s t a b l i s h i t se l f o u t s i d e t h e B r i t i s h I s les 
w a s A m e r i c a n E n g l i s h . T h e ear l i es t A m e r i c a n c o l o n i e s i n c l u d e d J a m e s t o w n , 
V i r g i n i a (1607) a n d P l y m o u t h , M a s s a c h u s e t t s (1620). O v e r the f o l l o w i n g 150 
v e a r s , 13 c o l o n i e s e m e r g e d a l o n g the e a s t e r n s e a b o a r d , w h e r e t h e m a j o r i t y of 
se t t lers w e r e E n g l i s h s p e a k e r s f r o m v a r i o u s p a r t s of B r i t a i n a n d U l s t e r . A f t e r 
the U n i t e d States a c h i e v e d i n d e p e n d e n c e , N o a h W e b s t e r ( 1754 -1843 ) g a v e 
v o i c e to a b r a n d o f l i n g u i s t i c p a t r i o t i s m i n h i s t reat ise , Dissertations on the 
English Language i n 1789, w h i c h w a s f o l l o w e d b v h i s d i c t i o n a r y i n 1828. B y t h e 
n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , d e b a t e s o n t h e a u t o n o m y o f A m e r i c a n E n g l i s h h a d b e g u n . 
I n t h i s e r a , s u b s t a n t i a l d i s c u s s i o n f o c u s e d o n the m e r i t s of " A m e r i c a n i s m s " 
v e r s u s s t a n d a r d B r i t i s h u s a g e , w h i l e o t h e r t o p i c s i n c l u d e d q u e s t i o n s of d i a l e c ­
t o l o g y , l a n g u a g e s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n , i m m i g r a t i o n , a n d l i n g u i s t i c b o r r o w i n g s f r o m 
s u c h s o u r c e s as D u t c h , G e r m a n , I t a l i a n , Y i d d i s h ( D a v i s , 2003). S h o r t l y a f ter 
W o r l d W a r I, H . L . M e n c k e n p u b l i s h e d The American Language ( [1919] 1921), 
w h i c h m a r k e d a n i m p o r t a n t s tage i n tire c o d i f i c a t i o n o f the U S v a r i e t y o f E n g l i s h . 
T h e s t u d v of C a n a d i a n E n g l i s h as a d i s t i n c t s y s t e m o c c u r r e d s o m e w h a t la ter 
( C l a r k e , 1993). 

T h e o t h e r m a j o r d i a s p o r i c v a r i e t i e s of the I n n e r C i r c l e i n c l u d e A u s t r a l i a n 
E n g l i s h , N e w Z e a l a n d E n g l i s h , a n d S o u t h A f r i c a n E n g l i s h . T h e f i r s t A u s t r a l i a n 
se t t lers w e r e l a r g e l y c o n v i c t s w h o b e g a n to a r r i v e f r o m 1788. B y 1840, a r o u n d 
130,000 p r i s o n e r s h a d b e e n t r a n s p o r t e d to p r i s o n s i n A u s t r a l i a f r o m B r i t a i n . 
M o s t of these e a r l y se t t l e r s c a m e f r o m L o n d o n , t h e M i d l a n d s , a n d I r e l a n d . 
F r o m the 1840s, t h e y w e r e s u p p l e m e n t e d b y l a r g e n u m b e r s o f " f r e e s e t t l e r s " 
w h o c a m e as f a r m e r s a n d m i n e r s . U n t i l 1947, t h e v a s t m a j o r i t y o f t h e p o p u l a ­
t i o n w e r e w h i t e a n d o f B r i t i s h o r i g i n . T o d a y , a r o u n d 75 p e r c e n t o f A u s t r a l i a n s 
are " A n g l o - C e l t i c , " 19 p e r c e n t " o t h e r E u r o p e a n , " a n d 5 p e r c e n t A s i a n , w i t h 
t h e a b o r i g i n a l p o p u l a t i o n a c c o u n t i n g f o r o n l y 1 p e r c e n t of the t o t a l ( M c A r t h u r , 
1992). T h e B r i t i s h s e t t l e m e n t of N e w Z e a l a n d b e g a n i n 1792 w i t h f i s h i n g 
s t a t i o n s . A t f i rst , s u c h s e t t l e m e n t s w e r e a d m i n i s t e r e d f r o m N e w S o u t h W a l e s . 
N e w Z e a l a n d b e c a m e a n i n d e p e n d e n t c o l o n y i n 1840, a n d after t h a t d a t e m a n y 
f a r m i n g se t t le rs e s t a b l i s h e d t h e m s e l v e s i n t h e c o u n t r y . B r i t i s h s e t t l e m e n t s i n 
S o u t h A f r i c a d a t e f r o m a r o u n d 1820 i n P o r t E l i z a b e t h . T o d a y , E n g l i s h is the 
l i r s t l a n g u a g e o f a r o u n d 10 p e r c e n t o f the p o p u l a t i o n , w h i c h i n c l u d e s w h i t e 
p e o p l e , S o u t h A s i a n s , a n d c o l o r e d o r m i x e d - r a c e p o p u l a t i o n s ( M c A r t h u r , 2002: 
2 8 7 - 8 ) . 

A c c o r d i n g to T r u d g i l l (2004), the c o r e l i n g u i s t i c c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f s u c h 
I n n e r - C i r c l e c o l o n i a l v a r i e t i e s a r o s e o u t of p r o c e s s e s of d i a l e c t c o n t a c t , d i a l e c t 
m i x t u r e , a n d n e w - d i a l e c t f o r m a t i o n : 
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The Southern Hemisphere Englishes, l ike colonial varieties of the Engl i sh lan­
guage just ment ioned, are new and dist inct ive varieties of the E n g l i s h language 
w h i c h arose as a result of dialect contact, dialect m i x t u r e and new-dialect fo rma­
tion. The most important ingredients i n the mixture that w a s to lead the deve lop­
ment of these new forms of E n g l i s h were the dialects a n d accents of the language 
brought w i t h them by native speakers of Eng l i sh . In A u s t r a l i a , South A f r i c a , 
N e w Z e a l a n d , and the Fa lk lands , the contact was almost entirely between v a r i ­
eties of E n g l i s h f rom the Br i t i sh Isles. ( T r u d g i l l , 2004: 13) 

I n the case of A u s t r a l i a n E n g l i s h , h i s a r g u m e n t i s that the o r i g i n s of t h i s v a r i e t y 
c a n b e f o u n d i n t h e d i a l e c t s o f L o n d o n , a n d t h o s e o f s u c h c o u n t i e s as E s s e x , 
S u f f o l k , C a m b r i d g e s h i r e , N o r f o l k , etc. , to the n o r t h e a s t of the c a p i t a l . It is 
l i k e l y that A u s t r a l i a n E n g l i s h w a s f o r m e d i n the s p e e c h of t h o s e b o r n between 
1790 a n d 1840, a n d e m e r g e d as a " f u l l y - f l e d g e d " v a r i e t y i n the s p e e c h of 
c h i l d r e n b y a r o u n d 1854. T r u d g i l l e s t i m a t e s that i n N e w Z e a l a n d a p p r o x i ­
m a t e l y 50 p e r c e n t of e a r l y i m m i g r a n t s w e r e f r o m E n g l a n d , 2 7 p e r c e n t f r o m 
S c o t l a n d , a n d 2 3 p e r c e n t f r o m I r e l a n d , t h a t a d i s t i n c t v a r i e t y of N e w Z e a l a n d 
E n g l i s h f i rs t d e v e l o p e d i n t h e p e r i o d after 1840, a n d that b y 1905 o n e f i n d s 
the f i r s t a d o l e s c e n t s p e a k e r s of N e w Z e a l a n d E n g l i s h . E a r l y S o u t h A f r i c a n 
i m m i g r a n t s c a m e f r o m L o n d o n , I r e l a n d , L a n c a s h i r e , Y o r k s h i r e , a n d S c o t l a n d . 
S i m i l a r l y , S o u t h A f r i c a n E n g l i s h w a s f o r m e d b y t h o s e b o r n b e t w e e n 1820 a n d 
1870, e m e r g i n g as a " f o c u s e d v a r i e t y " b y 1885 (2004: 2 3 - 4 ) . 

5 The Outer-Circle Diaspora 

C h r o n o l o g i c a l l y , the E n g l i s h e s a n d E n g l i s h - b a s e d Creoles of the C a r i b b e a n 
d a t e f r o m the m i d - s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y , i n f o r e x a m p l e B a r b a d o s (1627), 
J a m a i c a (1655), a n d B e l i z e (1683; see C h a p t e r 13 i n t h i s v o l u m e ) . A t a r o u n d the 
s a m e t i m e , a B r i t i s h p r e s e n c e a l s o b e g a n to b e felt i n A s i a , w h e n B r i t i s h t r a d ­
i n g p o s t s w e r e e s t a b l i s h e d i n I n d i a f r o m t h e s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y o n w a r d s . 
S o m e w h a t later, B r i t i s h M a l a y a d e v e l o p e d as a f e d e r a t i o n o f p r o t e c t o r a t e s , 
f r o m 1 7 8 6 - 1 8 9 6 ; S i n g a p o r e b e c a m e e s t a b l i s h e d as a t r a d i n g p o r t f r o m 1819; 
a n d H o n g K o n g b e c a m e a c r o w n c o l o n y f r o m 1842 o n w a r d s . E l s e w h e r e i n 
A s i a , t h e P h i l i p p i n e s b e c a m e a c o l o n y of the U S A , w h e n S p a n i s h p o w e r 
w a s o v e r t h r o w n i n 1898. A n g l o p h o n e B r i t i s h c o l o n i e s i n E a s t a n d W e s t 
A f r i c a w e r e m a i n l y e s t a b l i s h e d s o m e w h a t la ter , f r o m t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n ­
t u r y o n w a r d s . T h e s e i n c l u d e d G a m b i a (1843), N i g e r i a (1861), U g a n d a (1893), 
K e n y a (1920), a n d p r e s e n t - d a y T a n z a n i a (1890), M a l a w i (1907), a n d Z i m b a b w e 
(1923) . 2 

H i s t o r i c a l l y , the O u t e r - C i r c l e d i a s p o r a o f E n g l i s h h a s r a i s e d a r a n g e of 
i s s u e s r a t h e r d i s t i n c t f r o m t h o s e of the I n n e r - C i r c l e s o c i e t i e s s u c h as N o r t h 
A m e r i c a a n d the S o u t h e r n H e m i s p h e r e E n g l i s h e s of A u s t r a l i a , N e w Z e a l a n d , 
a n d S o u t h A f r i c a . I n t h e n o t - s o - d i s t a n t c o l o n i a l p a s t , s u c h se t t ler c o l o n i e s 
w e r e t i e d to the m o t h e r c o u n t r y t h r o u g h c l o s e a n d e x p l i c i t n o t i o n s o f r a c i a l , 
l i n g u i s t i c , a n d c u l t u r a l k i n s h i p . A s e a r l y as 1880, t h e P r e s i d e n t o f the S t a t i s t i c a l 
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S o c i e t y o f G r e a t B r i t a i n w a s h a i l i n g t h e t r i u m p h of the " E n g l i s h s p e a k i n g 
r a c e " i n N o r t h A m e r i c a a n d e l s e w h e r e : 

O f a l l Western peoples o u r s is a lready the most n u m e r o u s ; a n d w h e n w e con­
template the further spread of the E n g l i s h language over N o r t h A m e r i c a 
and A u s t r a l i a , a n d the habits of order, instincts of self-government, a n d love 
of l iberty w h i c h are the inborn characteristics of the A n g l o - S a x o n race . . . w e 
m a y feel confidence i n the future. ( C a i r d , 1880: 571) 

In s i m i l a r v e i n , at w h a t w a s a r g u a b l y c l o s e to t h e h e i g h t of e m p i r e , C h a r l e s 
W e n t w o r t h D i l k e (1843-1911) p u b l i s h e d t h e e i g h t h e d i t i o n of Greater Britain 
(1885), a p e r s o n a l i z e d a c c o u n t o f t r a v e l s t h r o u g h A m e r i c a , A u s t r a l i a , N e w 
Z e a l a n d , a n d a n u m b e r o f B r i t a i n ' s A s i a n c o l o n i e s . In D i l k e ' s w r i t i n g , n o t i o n s 
o f r a c i a l c o m p e t i t i o n a n d k i n s h i p o v e r l a p w i t h l i n g u i s t i c c o m m e n t a r y , a n d h e 
d r a w s a b a s i c d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n the s u c c e s s f u l l y " e x t i r p a t i n g " A n g l o - S a x o n 
p o p u l a t i o n s o f the se t t ler c o l o n i e s , a n d t h o s e e l s e w h e r e i n the e m p i r e . I n h i s 
v i s i o n of " G r e a t e r B r i t a i n , " the B r i t i s h a n d A m e r i c a n s are b r o t h e r s , b e c a u s e 
( d e s p i t e t h e s u p e r f i c i a l " L a t i n i z a t i o n " o f the E n g l i s h i n t h e U S A ) , " t h e t r u e 
m o r a l of A m e r i c a i s t h e v i g o u r of the E n g l i s h r a c e , " as " t h e E n g l i s h i n A m e r i c a 
are a b s o r b i n g the G e r m a n s a n d the C e l t s , d e s t r o y i n g the R e d I n d i a n s a n d 
c h e c k i n g the a d v a n c e o f t h e C h i n e s e " ( D i l k e , 1885: 217). I n s p i t e o f t h e i m m i ­
g r a t i o n of the G e r m a n s a n d I r i s h a n d o t h e r s , D i l k e a l s o sees E n g l i s h v i r t u e s 
a n d the E n g l i s h l a n g u a g e at the c o r e of A m e r i c a n a c h i e v e m e n t : 

A m e r i c a is becoming, not E n g l i s h merely, but w o r l d - e m b r a c i n g in the var iety of 
its type; a n d , as the E n g l i s h element has g i v e n the language and the h is tory to 
that land, A m e r i c a offers the E n gl i sh race the m o r a l dictatorship of the g lobe , by 
r u l i n g m a n k i n d t h r o u g h Saxon inst i tut ions a n d the E n g l i s h tongue. T h r o u g h 
A m e r i c a E n g l a n d is s p e a k i n g to the w o r l d . ( D i l k e , 1885: 224) 

E l s e w h e r e , D i l k e g o e s o n to m e n t i o n t h e " t l i r i v i n g " A u s t r a l i a n c o l o n i e s , 
w h e r e "[a] l i t e r a t u r e i s s p r i n g i n g u p , " a n d a " n a t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r is b e i n g g r a f t e d 
u p o n the g o o d E n g l i s h s t o c k " (p . 381). A l t h o u g h h e e x p r e s s e s d o u b t s a b o u t 
" t h e s h a p e of the A u s t r a l i a n m i n d , " D i l k e g i v e s h i s a p p r o v a l t o t h e " b u r l y , 
b e a r d e d , s t r a p p i n g f e l l o w s " of N e w Z e a l a n d , w h o are " p h y s i c a l l y t h e p e r f e c ­
t i o n of the E n g l i s h r a c e " (p . 289). 

T h e n o n - s e t t l e r c o l o n i e s o f A s i a a n d A f r i c a p r e s e n t e d a v e r y d i f f e r e n t set of 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s . I n I n d i a , f o r e x a m p l e , D i l k e s a w a c i v i l i z a t i o n i n d e c l i n e , b l i g h t e d 
b y the caste s y s t e m , p o v e r t y , a n d s l a v e r y . I n r e f o r m i n g I n d i a , h e a d v o c a t e d 
t h e t e a c h i n g of E n g l i s h t o t h e g e n e r a l p o p u l a t i o n , a r g u i n g that t h e r e f o r m of 
the " s e r v i l e c o n d i t i o n of the n a t i v e w o m e n " as w e l l as the l e g a l s y s t e m n e c e s ­
s i t a t e d s u c h a c t i o n , a n d that u l t i m a t e l y t h e s p r e a d o f E n g l i s h w a s n e c e s s a r y 
f o r e v e n t u a l s e l f - r u l e , a s s e r t i n g tha t : 

So long as the natives r e m a i n ignorant of the E n g l i s h tongue, they r e m a i n ignor­
ant of a l l the c i v i l i z a t i o n of our t ime - ignorant al ike of pol i t i ca l a n d p h y s i c a l 
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science, of ph i losophy and true l earn ing . . . Engl i sh , as the tongue of the r u l i n g 
race, has the vast advantage that its acquis i t ion by the H i n d o o s w i l l soon place 
the government of India in native hands, and thus, g radua l ly re l ieving us of an 
almost intolerable burthen w i l l c i v i l i z e and set free the people of H i n d u s t a n . 
(Di lke , 1885: 224) 

B u t f o r m a n y i m p e r i a l t h e o r i s t s , the s p r e a d of e m p i r e (or E n g l i s h ) to n o n -
A n g l o - S a x o n p o p u l a t i o n s h a d o b v i o u s d a n g e r s , n o t least i n the case of I n d i a . 
F o r e x a m p l e , E d w a r d A . F r e e m a n (1892), t h e n R e g i u s P r o f e s s o r o f M o d e r n 
H i s t o r y at O x f o r d , m a d e i t c l e a r t h a t h i s n o t i o n of the " E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g 
p e o p l e " w a s e s s e n t i a l l y r a c i a l l y d e t e r m i n e d , a n d that n o t a l l subjects of " t h e 
Q u e e n ' s d o m i n i o n s " q u a l i f i e d f o r m e m b e r s h i p : 

The Engl i sh-speaking people and the Queen 's d o m i n i o n s are very far f r o m be ing 
the same thing. The majori ty of the Queen ' s subjects are not Engl i sh-speaking , 
and I fancy that the majori ty of the E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g people are not the Queen ' s 
subjects. A Confederat ion of the Queen ' s d o m i n i o n s , especially if it be cal led 
" I m p e r i a l , " cannot shut out the " E m p i r e " of India : and if that be Jet i n , the 
E u r o p e a n , whi te , Chr i s t ian - h o w e v e r we choose to d is t inguish them - part of 
H e r Majesty's subjects w i l l be a s m a l l m i n o r i t y in the confederation. (Freeman, 
1892: 46-7) ' 

A c c o r d i n g to F r e e m a n , t h e n , a t r u e f e d e r a t i o n of the E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g p e o p l e 
" m u s t l e a v e o u t I n d i a " a n d " m u s t t a k e i n the U n i t e d S ta tes , " a l t h o u g h h e 
s e e m s to c o n c e d e that it w o u l d a l s o i n c l u d e " t h e N e g r o e s " w h o " a r e c e r t a i n l y 
n o t E n g l i s h , b u t t h e y are E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g " (1892: 4 6 - 7 ) . 

B r u t t - G r i f f l e r , i n h e r i m p r e s s i v e l y r e s e a r c h e d (2002) s t u d y o f B r i t i s h c o l o ­
n i a l l a n g u a g e p l a n n i n g , a r g u e s t e l l i n g l y that the d e v e l o p m e n t of p o l i c i e s 
f o r m u c h of the t i m e w a s a p i e c e m e a l a n d a d h o c a f f a i r , g u i d e d less b y the 
d e s i r e to p r o m o t e E n g l i s h t h r o u g h l i n g u i s t i c i m p e r i a l i s m a n d m o r e b v the 
d e s i r e to r u n a n e m p i r e " o n the c h e a p " ( B r u t t - G r i f f l e r , 2002: 86). E n g l i s h -
m e d i u m i n s t r u c t i o n w a s g e n e r a l l y f a v o r e d i n A f r i c a a n d A s i a o n l y to the 
e x t e n t that i t f o s t e r e d a l o c a l l y r e c r u i t e d c i v i l s e r v i c e , o r , i n s o m e i n s t a n c e s , 
l o c a l l y t r a i n e d c l e r k s f o r c o m m e r c e . T h e f u n d i n g of m a s s e d u c a t i o n s y s t e m s 
t h r o u g h E n g l i s h , o n the A m e r i c a n m o d e l i n the P h i l i p p i n e s , w a s n e v e r c o n ­
s i d e r e d v i a b l e o r d e s i r a b l e . I n fact , B r u t t - G r i f f l e r a r g u e s , the f i r s t a t t e m p t at 
e s t a b l i s h i n g a u n i f i e d p o l i c y d i d n o t take p l a c e u n t i l the A d v i s o r y C o m m i t t e e 
o n E d u c a t i o n i n the C o l o n i e s m e t i n 1923. T h e c o m m i t t e e ' s c o m m i t m e n t to 
v e r n a c u l a r e d u c a t i o n at t h i s t i m e w a s i n essence " a p o l i c y o f l i m i t i n g t h e 
s p r e a d of E n g l i s h to w h a t w a s m i n i m a l l y n e c e s s a r y to r u n n i n g a c o l o n i a l 
e m p i r e " (2002: 105). 

I n m a n y B r i t i s h c o l o n i e s , too m u c h e d u c a t i o n a n d t o o m u c h E n g l i s h w a s 
s e e n as d e s t a b i l i z i n g a n d d a n g e r o u s , a n d i n m a n y i n s t a n c e s t h e c o l o n i a l 
a u t h o r i t i e s a c t i v e l y s o u g h t to r e s t r i c t access to E n g l i s h - m e d i u m s c h o o l i n g , so 
that the d e m a n d f o r E n g l i s h t y p i c a l l y o u t s t r i p p e d p r o v i s i o n . I n t h e l a t e r s tages 
o f e m p i r e , i d e a s o f " l i b e r t y , " " s o c i a l j u s t i c e , " a n d " s o c i a l i s m " a c q u i r e d t h r o u g h 
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W e s t e r n e d u c a t i o n a l s o s e r v e d to g a i n s u p p o r t f o r the a n t i - c o l o n i a l m o v e m e n t 
i n I n d i a a n d e l s e w h e r e ( M c C u l l y , 1935), l e a d i n g B r u t t - G r i f f l e r to c l a i m that : 

Language thereby p l av e d a role in the ant i co lonia l struggle that Br i t i sh co lonia l 
officials had never en v i s i o n e d . It became integra l ly connected to resistance. E n g ­
l i s h in both A s i a and A f r i c a began to d e v e l o p into the c o m m o n language of the 
ant icolonial struggle, in effect turn ing the g u n s of colonia l rule against i t . . . M o r e 
than i n d i v i d u a l acts of resistance, in total this ant icolonial language p o l i c y con­
stituted a concerted d r i v e for the societal acquis i t ion of Engl i sh . (Brutt -Grif f ler , 
2002: 65.1 

It s e e m s o b v i o u s t h e n t h a t the re w e r e b a s i c a n d s u b s t a n t i a l d i f f e r e n c e s b e ­
t w e e n the t w o d i a s p o r a s o f E n g l i s h d i s c u s s e d a b o v e . T h e f i rs t e x t e r n a l d i a s p o r a 
b e g a n i n the e a r l y s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y , a n d e x t e n d e d u n t i l the m i d - n i n e t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y , w i t h t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of se t t l e r c o l o n i e s i n the U n i t e d States , C a n a d a , 
A u s t r a l i a , a n d N e w Z e a l a n d . T h i s i n v o l v e d the " d e m o g r a p h i c " s p r e a d o f 
E n g l i s h ( Q u i r k , 1988), a c c o m p a n i e d b y t h e m i g r a t i o n of s u b s t a n t i a l n u m b e r s 
of c o l o n i a l i s t s f r o m B r i t a i n to s u c h s o c i e t i e s . I n these n e w c l i m e s , t h e se t t lers 
e s t a b l i s h e d t h e m s e l v e s as d o m i n a n t p o p u l a t i o n s (at t i m e s t h r o u g h g e n o c i d e ) , 
a n d E n g l i s h as the " m o t h e r t o n g u e " o f the m a j o r i t y o f the p o p u l a t i o n . A 
s o m e w h a t d i f f e r e n t p a t t e r n d e v e l o p e d i n t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a n d c o m m e r c i a l 
c o l o n i e s o f the O u t e r C i r c l e i n A s i a a n d A f r i c a , w h e r e i n d i g e n o u s l a n g u a g e s 
s u r v i v e d , a n d b i l i n g u a l E n g l i s h - u s i n g p o p u l a t i o n s c a m e i n t o b e i n g . A s B r u t t -
G r i f f l e r n o t e s , " [ t ]he E n g l i s h l a n g u a g e s p r e a d to A f r i c a a n d A s i a b y p o l i t i c a l 
a n d e c o n o m i c m e a n s , n o t d e m o g r a p h i c . . . E n g l i s h n e v e r b e c a m e the l a n g u a g e 
of i n d u s t r y a n d o f the m a j o r a g r i c u l t u r a l d i s t r i c t s ; i n s t e a d , i t w a s t h e l a n g u a g e 
p r i m a r i l y of the c o l o n i a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n " ( B r u t t - G r i f f l e r , 2002: 117). W h i l e t h i s 
m a y h a v e b e e n t r u e i n m a n y i n s t a n c e s , i t w a s , h o w e v e r , a l s o t h e case that 
there w e r e o t h e r s e t t i n g s ( a s i d e f r o m f o r m a l e d u c a t i o n ) f o r t h e s p r e a d of 
E n g l i s h , i n c l u d i n g , i n the cases of p i d g i n a n d c r e o l e v a r i e t i e s , f ace - to - face 
i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h s a i l o r s , t r a d e r s , a n d p l a n t a t i o n o w n e r s ( M u f w e n e , 1994). 

W h a t e v e r t h e d y n a m i c s of c o l o n i a l E n g l i s h e s , i t s e e m s c l e ar t h a t the m o s t 
r a p i d s p r e a d of the l a n g u a g e h a s o c c u r r e d i n t h e p o s t c o l o n i a l e r a , as a c o n s i d ­
e r a t i o n o f recent d e m o g r a p h i c s s h o w s . I n 1962, Q u i r k e s t i m a t e d the n u m b e r 
o f " n a t i v e " s p e a k e r s o f E n g l i s h at a r o u n d 2 5 0 m i l l i o n , c o m p a r e d w i t h 100 m i l ­
l i o n u s i n g E n g l i s h as a " s e c o n d l a n g u a g e " ; b y 1977, F i s h m a n , C o o p e r , a n d 
R o s e n b a u m g i v e the f i g u r e of 300 m i l l i o n f o r e a c h g r o u p ; b u t b y 1995, C r y s t a l 
is a r g u i n g that o n e c o u l d t h e n i d e n t i f y 350 m i l l i o n n a t i v e s p e a k e r s , a r o u n d 225 
m i l l i o n s e c o n d - l a n g u a g e u s e r s , a n d a r o u n d 550 m i l l i o n u s e r s o f E n g l i s h as a 
f o r e i g n l a n g u a g e . T h e o v e r w h e l m i n g r e a s o n w h y E n g l i s h s p r e a d r a p i d l y f r o m 
the 1960s u n t i l t h e e n d o f the c e n t u r y i s t h a t s o m a n y f o r m e r A n g l o p h o n e 
c o l o n i e s a d o p t e d E n g l i s h f o r u s e i n e x p a n d i n g e d u c a t i o n a l s y s t e m s d u r i n g 
the p o s t c o l o n i a l p e r i o d , i n a d d i t i o n , p a r t l y as the r e s u l t o f t h e e c o n o m i c a n d 
p o l i t i c a l p o w e r o f the U S A i n the s a m e p e r i o d , E n g l i s h h a s a l s o b e c o m e the 
m o s t w i d e l y t a u g h t f o r e i g n l a n g u a g e i n t h e s c h o o l s y s t e m s o f E x p a n d r n g -
C i r c l e r e g i o n s a n d c o u n t r i e s s u c h as E u r o p e , C h i n a , a n d J a p a n . 
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S i g n i f i c a n t l y , i t is a l s o i n the p o s t c o l o n i a l p e r i o d that r e c o g n i t i o n b e g i n s to 
be a c c o r d e d to the " n e w E n g l i s h e s " o f A f r i c a a n d A s i a , s o that d i s c u s s i o n s of 
v a r i e t i e s o f A f r i c a n , A s i a n , a n d C a r i b b e a n E n g l i s h e s d e v e l o p f r o m the 1960s 
o n w a r d , e v e n t u a l l y c o n t r i b u t i n g to the d i s c o u r s e of w o r l d E n g l i s h e s a n d w o r l d 
l i t e r a t u r e s i n E n g l i s h that e m e r g e i n the 1980s ( S c h n e i d e r , 2003). N e v e r t h e l e s s , 
as la te as 1990 Q u i r k is s t i l l a r g u i n g a g a i n s t w h a t h e t e r m e d the " h a l f - b a k e d 
q u a c k e r y " o f t h e t e a c h i n g o f " v a r i e t i e s o f E n g l i s h . " Q u i r k d i s t i n g u i s h e s 
b e t w e e n " n o n - n a t i v e v a r i e t i e s " (e.g. , I n d i a n E n g l i s h , N i g e r i a n E n g l i s h , E a s t 
A f r i c a n E n g l i s h , etc.) a n d " n a t i v e v a r i e t i e s " ( i n c l u d i n g A m e r i c a n E n g l i s h , 
A u s t r a l i a n E n g l i s h , B r i t i s h E n g l i s h , etc . , as w e l l as s u c h d i a l e c t s as N e w 
E n g l a n d E n g l i s h , Y o r k s h i r e E n g l i s h , etc.). I n t h i s c o n t e x t , h e a r g u e s for a 
d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n " n o n - i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d " v a r i e t i e s a n d those that a re 
" i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d , " i n the sense o f b e i n g f u l l y d e f i n e d a n d d e s c r i b e d , 
c o m m e n t i n g that " (o f ] the la t ter , t h e r e a r e t w o : American English a n d British 
English; a n d th ere are o n e o r t w o o t h e r s w i t h s t a n d a r d s r a t h e r i n f o r m a l l y 
e s t a b l i s h e d , n o t a b l y Australian English" ( Q u i r k , 1990: 6). 

T h e n o t i o n o f " v a r i e t y " h e r e s e r v e s to b r i n g u s b a c k to a c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the 
a p p l i c a t i o n of the t e r m i tse l f , a n d the w a y s i n w h i c h l i n g u i s t s h a v e a t t e m p t e d 
to d e a l w i t h the c o n c e p t of v a r i a t i o n i tsel f . 

6 Varieties and Language Variation 

D e s p i t e t h e w i d e l y - h e l d a c c e p t a n c e of the t e r m " v a r i e t y " i n s o c i o l i n g u i s t i c s as 
a n e u t r a l , t e c h n i c a l t e r m for l a n g u a g e d e s c r i p t i o n , i n fac t the l a b e l i s s o m e w h a t 
i n d e t e r m i n a t e l y a p p l i e d i n p r a c t i c e . H u d s o n , f o r e x a m p l e , n o t e s that , f r o m a 
l i n g u i s t i c p e r s p e c t i v e , n o n - t e c h n i c a l l a b e l s s u c h as " l a n g u a g e s , " " d i a l e c t s , " o r 
" s t y l e s " h a v e l i t t l e c o n s i s t e n c y , a s s e r t i n g that t h i s l e a v e s u s o n l y w i t h the l a b e l 
o f v a r i e t y to re fe r to " a set of l i n g u i s t i c i t e m s w i t h s i m i l a r s o c i a l d i s t r i b u t i o n " 
( H u d s o n , 1996: 2 0 - 1 ) . 

A f t e r c r i t i c a l l y r e v i e w i n g v a r i e t y - b a s e d a p p r o a c h e s to l a n g u a g e , a n d the u s e 
of s u c h t e r m s as " d i a l e c t s , " " r e g i s t e r s , " " p i d g i n s a n d Creoles," H u d s o n r e g i s ­
ters " e s s e n t i a l l y n e g a t i v e c o n c l u s i o n s " a b o u t the u s e o f the t e r m " v a r i e t y " i n 
s o c i o l i n g u i s t i c s , n o t i n g that (1) the b o r d e r s b e t w e e n v a r i e t i e s of the s a m e 
t y p e (e .g . , o n e d i a l e c t f r o m a n o t h e r ) are o f t e n b l u r r e d ; (2) s i m i l a r p r o b l e m s 
e x i s t c o n c e r n i n g d i f f e r e n t t y p e s of v a r i e t i e s (e .g. , l a n g u a g e s v s . d i a l e c t s ) . F o r 
H u d s o n , the s o l u t i o n t h u s i s t o a v o i d v a r i e t y " a s a n a n a l y t i c a l o r t h e o r e t i c a l 
c o n c e p t a n d to f o c u s i n s t e a d o n the i n d i v i d u a l l i n g u i s t i c i t e m " : 

For each i tem some k i n d of "social d e s c r i p t i o n " is needed, saying r o u g h l y w h o 
uses it and w h e n : i n some cases an item's social descr ipt ion w i l l be u n i q u e , 
whereas in others it m a y be possible to generalize across a more or less large 
n u m b e r of items. The nearest this approach comes to the concept of " v a r i e t y " is 
i n these sets of i tems w i t h s i m i l a r social descript ions, but their characteristics are 
rather different f r o m those of varieties l ike languages and dialects. O n the other 
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h a n d , it is stil l possible to use terms l ike " v a r i e t y " and " l a n g u a g e " in an i n f o r m a l 
w a y . . . wi thout i n t e n d i n g them to be taken ser iously as theoretical constructs. 
( H u d s o n , 1996: 25-6) 

I n d e e d , t o d a y it is n o t i c e a b l e t h a t i n m a n y b r a n c h e s o f v a r i a t i o n s t u d y ( a n d 
s o c i o l i n g u i s t i c s i n i ts m o s t " l i n g u i s t i c " o r i e n t a t i o n ) , the i n h e r e n t p r o b l e m s of 
s u c h t e r m s are o f t e n s i d e - s t e p p e d . T h i s i s t y p i c a l l y d o n e t h r o u g h t h e a d o p t i o n 
o f m e t h o d o l o g i e s t h a t f o c u s l a r g e l y o n a n i t e m - b a s e d a p p r o a c h to l i n g u i s t i c 
v a r i a t i o n , w h e r e b y p h o n o l o g i c a l a n d s y n t a c t i c ( a n d p o s s i b l y l e x i c a l ) v a r i a t i o n s 
a r e c o r r e l a t e d a g a i n s t s u c h s o c i a l v a r i a b l e s as a g e , sex , s o c i a l c l a s s , s o c i a l ne t ­
w o r k , etc. W i t h i n m o d e r n u r b a n d i a l e c t o l o g y , t h i s o f t e n o b v i a t e s the n e e d to 
m a k e g e n e r a l i z e d a n d e x t e n s i v e s t a t e m e n t s a b o u t the d i a l e c t s o f p a r t i c u l a r 
r e g i o n s or l o c a l i t i e s , as t h e object o f s t u d y i s d e f i n e d as a p a r t i c u l a r l i n g u i s t i c 
i t e m , o r set of i t e m s , at the l e v e l s o f p h o n o l o g y a n d s y n t a x ( C h a m b e r s , T r u d g i l l , 
a n d S c h i l l m g - E s t e s , 2002). 

F r o m a h i s t o r i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e , C h a m b e r s (1995) r e v i e w s the n o t i o n of l a n ­
g u a g e v a r i a t i o n w i t h i n l i n g u i s t i c s , w i t h r e f e r e n c e to s u c h s o u r c e s as the B i b l e , 
L o c k e , H e r d e r , a n d J e s p e r s e n . H e t h e n s e e k s to e x p l a i n v a r i a t i o n n o t o n l y b y 
r e f e r e n c e to s u c h s o c i a l l y e m b e d d e d v a r i a b l e s as s o c i a l c lass a n d i d e n t i t y a n d 
s u c h " n a t u r a l " p r o c e s s e s as p a t t e r n s of r e g u l a r i z a t i o n , b u t a l s o b y a n a p p e a l t o 
l a n g u a g e a c q u i s i t i o n t h e o r y . H i s a r g u m e n t h e r e i s t h a t t h e a c q u i s i t i o n o f s t a n d ­
a r d l a n g u a g e s r e q u i r e s t h e s u p p r e s s i o n o f b i o p r o g r a m m a t i c " p r i m i t i v e t e n d ­
e n c i e s " t o w a r d i n n o v a t i o n a n d v a r i a t i o n , s o t h a t " w e s h o u l d e x p e c t f e a t u r e s 
o f t h e ' i n n a t e s y s t e m ' o r t h e ' p r i m i t i v e t e n d e n c i e s ' t o b e r i c h l y r e p r e s e n t e d i n 
v e r n a c u l a r s e v e r y w h e r e " (p . 247). F i n a l l y , h e a r g u e s that the " u n d e r l y i n g c a u s e " 
o f s o c i o l i n g u i s t i c v a r i a t i o n i s " t h e h u m a n i n s t i n c t to e s t a b l i s h a n d m a i n t a i n 
s o c i a l i d e n t i t y " (p. 250) , t h u s , i n s u m , C h a m b e r s ' p o s i t i o n s e e m s t o a p p e a l to 
b o t h n a t u r a l i s t i c a n d s o c i a l l y - c o n s t r u c t e d e x p l a n a t i o n s . 

H a r r i s (1998) t a k e s a c r i t i c a l v i e w o f t h e t e r m " d i a l e c t , " n o t i n g that the 
w o r d , w h i c h is d e r i v e d f r o m the G r e e k dialektos, h a s a c o m p l i c a t e d h i s t o r y . 
Dialektos w a s d e f i n e d b y the S t o i c s " a s a n e x p r e s s i o n (lexis)" w h i c h is 
s t a m p e d o n o n e p e o p l e " e t h n i c a l l y a n d H e l l e n i c a l l y " o r as " a n e x p r e s s i o n 
p e c u l i a r to s o m e p a r t i c u l a r r e g i o n " ( H a r r i s , 1998: 84). I n e x a m i n i n g a n u m b e r 
of d e f i n i t i o n s of t h e t e r m (as i n B l o c h , 1948; C r y s t a l , 1985, etc.) , H a r r i s s u g g e s t s 
that these are b r o a d l y o f t h r e e t y p e s . F i r s t , t h e r e i s the " c o n t i n u u m " c o n c e p t , 
w h i c h i n v o l v e s the r e c o g n i t i o n o f l i n g u i s t i c d i f f e r e n c e s f r o m o n e r e g i o n to 
a n o t h e r . S e c o n d , t h e r e i s t h e " r e l a t i o n a l d i a l e c t " c o n c e p t , w h e r e " a d i a l e c t 
i s c o n c e i v e d of as a p a r t i c u l a r s u b v a r i e t y o f a l a n g u a g e " a n d " a d i a l e c t 
i s . . . d e f i n e d i n r e l a t i o n t o w h a t a l a n g u a g e i s . " A n d t h i r d , t h e r e i s t h e " a g g r e ­
gate d i a l e c t " c o n c e p t w h i c h " e n v i s a g e s a d i a l e c t as c o n s t i t u t e d o u t of the 
s u m t o t a l o f the l i n g u i s t i c p r a c t i c e o f a c e r t a i n g r o u p o f i n d i v i d u a l s " s o that 
" y o u s tart o f f w i t h i n d i v i d u a l s , a n d a g g r e g a t e t h e i r l i n g u i s t i c b e h a v i o u r i n t o 
d i a l e c t s " ( p p . 8 6 - 7 ) . W i t h i n m o d e r n l i n g u i s t i c s , H a r r i s e x p l a i n s , S a u s s u r e a n 
t h e o r y a c c o r d s a n i m p o r t a n t r o l e to d i a l e c t s a n d s u b d i a l e c t s as a u n i t of 
a n a l y s i s : 
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A n y system of signs, in Saussure's v i e w , had to be the property of a col lect ivity 
or c o m m u n i t y , not of an i n d i v i d u a l . So there had to be some level of social 
g r o u p i n g at w h i c h the l inguis t ic system existed; and this level must be, if 
not nat ional , then regional , or even local. That is h o w and w h y the dialect 
concept comes to occupy such a crucia l role i n Saussurean theory. A dialect, 
whether it be of a region, or a local i ty, or a single v i l lage , represents, as it 
were , the basic level at w h i c h , in practice, l inguist ic d ivers i ty is reduced to zero. 
(Harr i s , 1998: 92) 

H e t h e n a r g u e s that the " d i a l e c t m y t h " f o u n d i n m o d e r n l i n g u i s t i c s is b a s e d 
o n the s u p p o s i t i o n that " d i a l e c t s , " h o w e v e r i d e n t i f i e d , d i s p l a y the h i g h d e g r e e of 
" l i n g u i s t i c h o m o g e n e i t y " n e c e s s a r y to c o n s t i t u t e a S a u s s u r e a n s y s t e m of s i g n s , 
a s u p p o s i t i o n e a s i l y f a l s i f i a b l e g i v e n the f l u i d n a t u r e of l a n g u a g e v a r i a t i o n . 

I n c o n t r a s t , f e w i f a n y a t t e m p t s a p p e a r to h a v e b e e n m a d e to l o c a t e t h e 
a d o p t i o n of the t e r m " v a r i e t y " w i t h i n the d i s c o u r s e s of l i n g u i s t i c s , a l t h o u g h a 
c u r s o r y s u r v e y o f t h e l i t e r a t u r e s h o w s that t h e t e r m w a s i n u s e w i t h r e f e r e n c e 
to l a n g u a g e b y the 1880s. F o r e x a m p l e , W h i t n e y (1880) u s e s the t e r m i n i ts 
m o d e r n sense w h e n d i s c u s s i n g the d i v e r s i t y of h u m a n l a n g u a g e , n o t i n g that 
" [ t ]he v a r i e t i e s of h u m a n s p e e c h are w i t h o u t n u m b e r , a n d t h e i r d i f f e r e n c e s 
e n d l e s s , b o t h i n k i n d a n d i n d e g r e e " ( p p . 3 2 7 - 8 ) . A n o t h e r r e f e r e n c e to l i n ­
g u i s t i c v a r i e t i e s at a r o u n d t h i s t i m e is f o u n d i n H . A . S t r o n g ' s (1890) t r a n s l a ­
t i o n of H e r m a n n P a u l ' s Prinzipien der Sprachgeschichtc, w h i c h , i n o n e s e c t i o n , 
d i s c u s s e s the b o r d e r l i n e s b e t w e e n " d i a l e c t i c v a r i e t i e s " ( p p . 2 7 - 8 ) , a n d l a t e r 
e v e n p r o c e e d s to m e n t i o n the " c e n t r i f u g a l " a n d " c e n t r i p e t a l " d v n a m i c s of 
l a n g u a g e (p. 34). 

A m u c h e a r l i e r p r o v e n a n c e f o r the use of the t e r m i n a n a c a d e m i c o r s c i ­
e n t i f i c sense , h o w e v e r , w a s the d i s c o u r s e of e v o l u t i o n a n d n a t u r a l s c i e n c e . 
D a r w i n , i n On the Origin of Species, d i s c u s s e s t h e u s e o f t h e t e r m " s p e c i e s , " 
w h i c h h e d e f i n e s as " a set of i n d i v i d u a l s c l o s e l y r e s e m b l i n g e a c h o t h e r , " s i m i l a r 
i n m e a n i n g t o " t h e t e r m v a r i e t y , " w h i c h " i s g i v e n to less d i s t i n c t a n d m o r e 
fluctuating f o r m s , " a d d i n g t h a t " [ t ]he t e r m v a r i e t y , a g a i n , i n c o m p a r i s o n w i t h 
m e r e i n d i v i d u a l d i f f e r e n c e s , is a l s o a p p l i e d a r b i t r a r i l y , f o r c o n v e n i e n c e s a k e " 
( D a r w i n , 1859: 52). H o w e v e r , f u r t h e r e x a m i n a t i o n s u g g e s t s that D a r w i n ' s use 
of b o t h these t e r m s w a s i n f l u e n c e d b y the L i n n a e a n t a x o n o m y f o r b i o l o g y . 
T h i s w a s e s t a b l i s h e d i n the Systema Naturae (1758) o f C a r l L i n n a e u s (1707-78) , 
w h e r e Varietas (or " v a r i e t y " ) w a s a n i n d i v i d u a l s u b s p e c i e s w i t h i n the s y s t e m 
o f b i o l o g i c a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n k n o w n as " t h e L i n n e a n h i e r a r c h y , " w h i c h i n t i m e 
a l s o a d o p t e d " f a m i l y " as a u n i t of a n a l y s i s ( M a g g e n t i , 1989). A r o u n d the s a m e 
t i m e , L i n n a e u s a l s o set o u t o n e of the ear l ies t c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s of g e o g r a p h i c a l 
s u b s p e c i e s of h u m a n s (Americanus Europaeits, Asiaticus, a n d Afer), w h i l e h i s 
c o n t e m p o r a r y , the C o u n t d e B o u f f o n p u b l i s h e d a n essay e n t i t l e d " V a r i e t i e s of 
the H u m a n S p e c i e s " ( M a r k s , 1995). 

B y the t i m e of D a r w i n , G e r m a n c o m p a r a t i v e l i n g u i s t s s u c h as F r a n z B o p p , 
J a c o b G r i m m , a n d A u g u s t S c h l e i c h e r w e r e s e e k i n g to e s t a b l i s h g e n e t i c k i n s h i p 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s b e t w e e n l a n g u a g e s , a n d w e r e m a i n t a i n i n g that " [ t ]he k i n s h i p of 
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the d i f f e r e n t l a n g u a g e s m a y c o n s e q u e n t l y s e r v e , so to s p e a k , as a p a r a d i g m a t i c 
i l l u s t r a t i o n of the o r i g i n of s p e c i e s , f o r t h o s e f i e l d s of i n q u i r y w h i c h l a c k , l o r 
the p r e s e n t at least , a n y s i m i l a r o p p o r t u n i t i e s of o b s e r v a t i o n " ( S c h l e i c h e r , [1869] 
1983: 45). S c h l e i c h e r ' s v i e w s w e r e later c h a l l e n g e d b y S c h u c h a r d t ( " the f a t h e r 
of Creole s t u d i e s " - H o l m , 1988) w h o a d v o c a t e d a v i e w of l a n g u a g e n o t " a s 
a n a t u r a l o r g a n i s m , b u t as s o c i a l p r o d u c t " ( S c h u c h a r d t , 1885: 3 3 - 5 , c i t e d i n 
S e u r e n , 1998: 97). W h a t e v e r the e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l p r o b l e m s i n u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
the o r i g i n of the t e r m " v a r i e t y " i n l i n g u i s t i c s , the h y p o t h e s i s tha t i t s p r o v e n ­
a n c e c a n b e t r a c e d t h r o u g h D a r w i n to L i n n a e u s s e e m s e n t i r e l y p l a u s i b l e , g i v e n 
m u c h other l i n g u i s t i c t e r m i n o l o g y w a s d e r i v e d f r o m the d e v e l o p i n g n a t u r a l 
s c iences a n d a s s o c i a t e d race t h e o r i e s of t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y ( B o l t o n , 2000). 

7 Varieties by Any Other Name 

L a n g u a g e s l i k e p i d g i n s a n d Creoles p r e s e n t e d a n u m b e r of p r o b l e m s f o r c o m ­
p a r a t i v e l i n g u i s t s , i n c l u d i n g the n o t a b l e c h a l l e n g e that s u c h c o n t a c t l a n g u a g e s 
p o s e d to the " f a m i l y t r e e " m o d e l of l a n g u a g e s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h S c h l e i c h e r . In 
p a r t i c u l a r , t h i s r a i s e d t h e p r o b l e m o f p l a c i n g " m i x e d l a n g u a g e s " i n s u c h a 
s c h e m e (Sebba, 1997). H i s t o r i c a l l y , p i d g i n s a n d Creoles w e r e r e g u l a r l y d e s c r i b e d 
as " v i l e j a r g o n , " " g r o t e s q u e g i b b e r i s h , " " b a b y t a l k , " a n d , m o r e p o i n t e d l y , 
" b a s t a r d i z e d j a r g o n s " ( B o l t o n , 2000). W h i l e m o d e r n l i n g u i s t s d i s m i s s s u c h 
l a y o p i n i o n s as b i a s e d a n d i n a c c u r a t e , it i s a l s o the case that e v e n the l a n g u a g e 
of l i n g u i s t i c s r e l i e s h e a v i l y o n the v o c a b u l a r y o f e v o l u t i o n a n d r a c e , as 
w i t n e s s e d b y the c o n t i n u i n g use of s u c h t e r m s as monogenesis, polygenesis, a n d 
hybridization i n c o n t e m p o r a r y c r e o l i s t i c s . 

S i m i l a r d i s c o u r s e s h a v e a l s o p e r m e a t e d d i s c u s s i o n s of the E n g l i s h e s of O u t e r -
C i r c l e soc ie t ies i n A f r i c a a n d A s i a . T h e f i r s t - d i a s p o r a v a r i e t i e s o f A m e r i c a , 
A u s t r a l i a , a n d N e w Z e a l a n d h a v e o f t e n b e e n r e g a r d e d ( e x p l i c i t l y o r i m p l i c i t l y ) 
as b r a n c h e s of a " G r e a t e r B r i t i s h " f a m i l y o f E n g l i s h d i a l e c t s o r g a n i c a l l y a n d 
n a t u r a l i s t i c a l l y r e l a t e d to e a c h o t h e r a n d t h e w i d e r G e r m a n i c f a m i l y . T h e " n e w " 
E n g l i s h e s of A s i a a n d A f r i c a h a v e b e e n l e s s c o m f o r t a b l y p l a c e d at the f a m i l y 
tab le ; n o t least b e c a u s e s u c h v a r i e t i e s are u s e d b y s p e a k e r s of n o n - G e r m a n i c 
e t h n i c i t i e s i n c o m p l e x m u l t i l i n g u a l s e t t i n g s a n d h a v e o f t e n h a d c o n t e n t i o u s 
c o l o n i a l h i s t o r i e s . T e l l i n g l y , M u f w e n e (2001) a r g u e s that a s u b t l e p r e j u d i c e s t i l l 
e x p r e s s e s i t se l f i n the n o m e n c l a t u r e of w o r l d E n g l i s h e s a n d the u s e of s u c h 
t e r m s as " p i d g i n s , " "Creoles," " n o n - n a t i v e , " a n d " i n d i g e n i z e d " E n g l i s h e s . H e 
goes o n to assert t h a t , i n r e a l i t y : 

the n a m i n g practice of new Engl ishes has to d o more w i t h the racial ident i ty of 
those w h o speak them than w i t h h o w these varieties deve loped a n d the extent of 
their structural devia t ions . . . The legitimate o f f s p r i n g are roughly those varieties 
spoken typica l ly by descendants of Europeans a r o u n d the w o r l d , whereas the 
i l legi t imate ones are those s p o k e n p r i m a r i l y b y p o p u l a t i o n s that have not f u l l y 
descended f r o m Europeans . ( M u f w e n e , 2001: 107-8) 
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T h r o u g h o u t the t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y , the n o t i o n that there w a s o n l y o n e v a r i ­
e ty o f " S t a n d a r d E n g l i s h " (or a r g u a b l y t w o ) w a s s u p p o r t e d b y a s t a n d a r d 
l a n g u a g e i d e o l o g y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t r a d i t i o n a l a p p r o a c h e s to the h i s t o r y of 
E n g l i s h a n d a n u n d e c o n s t r u c t e d v i e w of E n g l i s h s t u d i e s i n the a c a d e m y as 
s c h o l a r s h i p o n a n a t i o n a l l a n g u a g e a n d l i t e r a r y t r a d i t i o n . 

O n e m a j o r a c h i e v e m e n t o f w o r l d E n g l i s h e s i n the l a s t 30 y e a r s o r so h a s 
b e e n t o c h a l l e n g e the p r e v i o u s l y i n v i o l a t e a u t h o r i t y of I n n e r - C i r c l e soc ie t i es i n 
s e t t i n g o r j u d g i n g the n o r m s of u s a g e i n o t h e r E n g l i s h - u s i n g soc ie t ies w o r l d ­
w i d e . I n t h i s c o n t e x t , t h e C i r c l e s m o d e l of K a c h r u h a s h a d a s i g n i f i c a n t i m p a c t : 

Introduced at a time w h e n the d u o p o l y of A m e r i c a n and Brit ish Engl i sh 
w a s unquest ioned and metropol i tan attitudes to postcolonia l variants often 
ranged f r o m amused condescension to racist s tereotyping . . . the m o d e l broke 
n e w g r o u n d in rais ing the awareness of d y n a m i c varieties of Engl i sh w i t h g r o w ­
i n g populat ions of speakers and increasingly vibrant m e d i a , literatures and popular 
cultures . . . [T]he very act of p l u r a l i z i n g " E n g l i s h " and encouraging serious 
debate regarding the nature a n d role of " N e w E n g l i s h e s " denoted both i m a g i n a ­
t ion and courage. (Bruthiaux, 2003: 160) 

A t a n o t h e r l e v e l , A l g e o (1991) h a s a r g u e d that a l l l a n g u a g e v a r i e t i e s a re best 
r e g a r d e d as " f i c t i o n s " i n the sense that t h e y are " o r d e r e d a b s t r a c t i o n s " f r o m 
" u n s u p p r e s s i b l e " l i n g u i s t i c c h a n g e ; a n d that s u c h i d e a l i z a t i o n s are c o m p l e t e l y -
n e c e s s a r y , " [ f a c t i o n s a l l , b u t u s e f u l o n e s , " as " [ t ]o d e s c r i b e , to e x p l a i n , a n d to 
p r e d i c t r e q u i r e s that w e s u p p o s e t h e r e a re s tab le t h i n g s b e h i n d o u r d i s c o u r s e " 
( A l g e o , 1991: 4). 

T h u s , i n the s a m e w a y that s t a n d a r d l a n g u a g e i d e o l o g i e s a re s o c i a l l y 
a n d p o l i t i c a l l y c o n s t r u c t e d , o n e m i g h t a l s o a r g u e that the l a b e l s o f " N i g e r i a n 
E n g l i s h , " " K e n y a n E n g l i s h , " " I n d i a n E n g l i s h , " a n d " H o n g K o n g E n g l i s h " a r e 
a l s o f i c t i o n s , b u t a g a i n e x t r e m e l y u s e f u l f i c t i o n s f o r the w a y s i n w h i c h s u c h 
l a b e l s h a v e c o n t r i b u t e d to t h e r e c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n of E n g l i s h s t u d i e s i n r e c e n t 
d e c a d e s . S u c h l a b e l s a re f i c t i o n a l i n the sense t h a t t h e l i n g u i s t i c d e s c r i p t i o n 
o f " n a t i o n a l " a n d " r e g i o n a l " v a r i e t i e s of E n g l i s h a r o u n d the w o r l d t y p i c a l l y 
r e l i e s o n s y n o p t i c a n d s i m p l i f i e d d e s c r i p t i o n s o f l i n g u i s t i c f e a t u r e s , l e x i c a l , 
p h o n o l o g i c a l , s y n t a c t i c , etc. T h e w i d e r c o n t e x t h e r e , h o w e v e r , is that the 
r e c o g n i t i o n of " n e w v a r i e t i e s " of E n g l i s h h a s n o t r e s t e d o n l i n g u i s t i c c r i t e r i a 
a l o n e . B u t l e r (1997), f o r e x a m p l e , s u g g e s t s that i n a d d i t i o n to a d i s t i n c t i v e 
v o c a b u l a r y a n d accent , i m p o r t a n t d e f i n i n g f e a t u r e s of n e w v a r i e t i e s a l s o 
i n c l u d e a h i s t o r i c a l t r a d i t i o n , c r e a t i v e w r i t i n g , a n d the e x i s t e n c e o f r e f e r e n c e 
w o r k s o f v a r i o u s k i n d s . K a c h r u (2005) f u r t h e r e x p l o r e s t h e c u l t u r a l t u r n f r o m 
p o s t c o l o n i a l a n d l i t e r a r y p e r s p e c t i v e s i n a r a n g e o f s e t t i n g s i n A s i a a n d o t h e r 
p a r t s o f the w o r l d , d i s c u s s i n g the m u l t i p l e w a y s i n w h i c h the w o r l d E n g l i s h e s 
p a r a d i g m h a s e n a b l e d the u s e r s of E n g l i s h to i n c r e a s i n g l y a p p r o p r i a t e a g e n c y 
o v e r the l a n g u a g e a n d i ts l i n g u i s t i c a n d l i t e r a r y u s e s . I n a d d i t i o n , h o w e v e r , i t 
s e e m s e v i d e n t that the s c o p e o f w o r l d E n g l i s h e s d o e s n o t a n d s h o u l d n o t l i m i t 
i t se l f to the a r e a l s t u d y o f v a r i e t i e s of E n g l i s h w o r l d w i d e , b u t e n c o m p a s s e s 
a w i d e r a n g e of o t h e r i s s u e s as w e l l , i n c l u d i n g c o n t a c t l i n g u i s t i c s , c r i t i c a l 
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l i n g u i s t i c s , d i s c o u r s e a n a l y s i s , l e x i c o g r a p h y , l i t e r a t u r e s i n E n g l i s h , p i d g i n a n d 
Creole s t u d i e s , etc. ( B o l t o n , 2005). T h e i n d i g e n i z a t i o n o f E n g l i s h e s i n t h e O u t e r 
C i r c l e h a s a l s o b e e n a c c o m p a n i e d b y the " E n g l i s h i z a t i o n " o f l a n g u a g e s as a 
m a n i f e s t a t i o n of l i n g u i s t i c c o n t a c t , at s u c h l e v e l s as v o c a b u l a r y , g r a m m a r , a n d 
d i s c o u r s e ( K a c h r u , 2005). 

8 The Empire Calls Back 

T h e w o r l d E n g l i s h e s p a r a d i g m is n o t s t a t i c , a n d n e i t h e r a re t h e r a p i d l y -
c h a n g i n g rea l i t i e s o f l a n g u a g e use w o r l d w i d e . T h e u s e o f E n g l i s h i n O u t e r -
a n d E x p a n d i n g - C i r c l e s o c i e t i e s c o n t i n u e s i t s r a p i d s p r e a d , w h i l e at t h e s a m e 
t i m e n e w p a t t e r n s of l a n g u a g e c o n t a c t a n d v a r i e t y d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n e m e r g e . 

O n e a s p e c t of t h i s h a s b e e n the w a y i n w h i c h w o r l d E n g l i s h e s h a v e b e e n 
t r a n s p o r t e d b a c k i n t o I n n e r - C i r c l e c o n t e x t s s u c h as B r i t a i n a n d the U S A . I n the 
case of the U K , o n e n e w s p a p e r r e p o r t r e c e n t l y c l a i m e d that " L o n d o n i s the 
m o s t l i n g u i s t i c a l l y d i v e r s e c i t y o n e a r t h " (The Times, J a n u a r y 22 , 2000, p . 8). 
T h e s a m e a r t i c l e c i t e d e v i d e n c e that s o m e 3 0 7 l a n g u a g e s w e r e s p o k e n b y 
L o n d o n s c h o o l c h i l d r e n , a n d f u r t h e r n o t e d t h a t o n e t h i r d o f c h i l d r e n c a m e 
f r o m h o m e s w h e r e o t h e r l a n g u a g e s s u c h as B e n g a l i , P a n j a b i , G u j a r a t i , H i n d i / 
U r d u , T u r k i s h , A r a b i c , a n d Creoles w e r e s p o k e n . T h e r a c i a l a n d s o c i a l m i x t h a t 
o c c u r s i n s u c h s c h o o l s t h r o u g h o u t L o n d o n a n d o t h e r B r i t i s h c i t i es i s n o w 
c r e a t i n g n e w e t h n i c i t i e s a n d n e w p a t t e r n s o f l a n g u a g e u s e , i n c l u d i n g the " c r o s s ­
i n g " i n t o Creoles a n d i m m i g r a n t l a n g u a g e s b y w h i t e B r i t i s h c h i l d r e n ( R a m p t o n , 
1999). S i m i l a r l y , i n t h e U S A , f o l l o w i n g c h a n g e s i n the i m m i g r a t i o n l a w s i n the 
1960s, t h e r e h a s b e e n s u b s t a n t i a l i m m i g r a t i o n to A m e r i c a f r o m t h e A f r i c a , the 
M i d d l e E a s t , I n d i a , C h i n a , a n d the P h i l i p p i n e s , as w e l l as f r o m t h e C a r i b b e a n , 
a n d C e n t r a l a n d S o u t h A m e r i c a . A s a r e s u l t , t h e r e h a s b e e n u n e a s e a b o u t 
h o m e l a n g u a g e s as w e l l as the v a r i o u s E n g l i s h e s s p o k e n b y i m m i g r a n t a n d 
m i n o r i t y g r o u p s ( L i p p i - G r e e n , 1997). 

I n o t h e r p a r t s of the w o r l d , the effects o f g l o b a l i z a t i o n a re b e i n g fe l t i n a 
r a n g e o f w a y s . I n s o c i e t i e s s u c h as I n d i a , S i n g a p o r e , a n d H o n g K o n g , i n c r e a s ­
i n g n u m b e r s o f y o u n g p e o p l e m a y g r o w u p w i t h p a r t of t h e i r e d u c a t i o n i n 
t h e i r p a r e n t s ' s o c i e t y , a n d p a r t , f o r e x a m p l e , h i g h s c h o o l a n d u n i v e r s i t y , i n the 
U K o r N o r t h A m e r i c a . S u c h y o u n g p e o p l e a r e i n v a r i a b l y m u l t i l i n g u a l , a n d 
m o v e r o u t i n e l y b e t w e e n W e s t e r n a n d A s i a n s o c i e t i e s , t y p i c a l l y s a m p l i n g a n d 
m i x i n g b o t h w o r l d s a n d b o t h c u l t u r e s as t h e y g o . T h e m o s t v i s i b l e r e p r e s e n t ­
a t ives of s u c h g r o u p s i n c l u d e the m i d d l e - a n d u p p e r m i d d l e - c l a s s s o n s a n d 
d a u g h t e r s o f " o v e r s e a s " desi I n d i a n o r hua qiao C h i n e s e f a m i l i e s w h o a c q u i r e 
a n e l i t e e d u c a t i o n i n t h e b e s t E u r o p e a n a n d U S s c h o o l s . M e a n w h i l e , i n the 
l a r g e l y p u b l i c l y f u n d e d s c h o o l s y s t e m s o f E u r o p e , y o u n g p e o p l e a re a c q u i r i n g 
E n g l i s h at a n u n p r e c e d e n t e d rate as a n a d d i t i o n a l l a n g u a g e i n e d u c a t i o n , as 
w e l l as i n less f o r m a l d o m a i n s , s u c h as p o p m u s i c a n d c o m p u t e r g a m e s . 

W i t h i n l i t e r a r y s t u d i e s , t h e n e w l i t e r a t u r e s i n E n g l i s h h a v e b e e n t h e f o c u s of 
s e r i o u s l i t e r a r y c r i t i c i s m f o r s o m e t i m e . R e c e n t l y , E v e l y n C h ' i e n ' s (2004) s t u d y 
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of the Weird English of s u c h w r i t e r s as V l a d i m i r N a b o k o v , M a x i n e H o n g K i n g ­
s t o n , A r u n d h a t i R o y , J u n o t D i a z , a n d S a l m a n R u s h d i e h i g h l i g h t s the w a y s 
i n w h i c h t h e i r w r i t i n g a c c o m m o d a t e s " m u l t i p l e l o y a l t i e s , m u l t i p l e l i n g u i s t i c 
c o m m i t m e n t s , a n d the m u l t i p l e a n x i e t i e s of s e v e r a l h i s t o r i e s : the m o d e r n 
a n d the p o s t m o d e r n se l f . " I n th is w o r k , C h ' i e n n o t e s that the h y b r i d i t y of 
s u c h l i t e r a t u r e f i n d s e x p r e s s i o n i n the " w e i r d i n g " of the l a n g u a g e b y these 
" p o l y c u l t u r a l " a n d " p o l y l i n g u a l " w r i t e r s (2004: 249). 

H i s t o r i c a l l y , o n e m i g h t a r g u e that o n e e a r l y m a r k e r o f the " p a r a d i g m s h i f t " 
i n w o r l d E n g l i s h e s w a s w h e n M e n c k e n f i rs t p r e s e n t e d h i s r a t i o n a l e f o r the 
" A m e r i c a n l a n g u a g e , " a n d t h e r e c o g n i t i o n of a n A m e r i c a n " v a r i e t y . " I n the 
p r e f a c e to h i s c lass i c i n q u i r y , M e n c k e n e x p l a i n e d that h e h a d e n c o u n t e r e d 
s t r o n g r e s i s t a n c e , a n d the c o n s e n s u s of e s t a b l i s h e d t h o u g h t w a s l a r g e ! ) ' d e ­
v o t e d to p r o v i n g that " n o s u c h t h i n g as a n A m e r i c a n v a r i e t y of E n g l i s h e x i s t e d 
- that the d i f f e r e n c e s I c o n s t a n t l y e n c o u n t e r e d i n E n g l i s h a n d t h a t m y E n g l i s h 
f r i e n d s e n c o u n t e r e d i n A m e r i c a n w e r e c h i e f l y i m a g i n a r y " ( M e n c k e n , [1919] 
1921). I n A s i a , the r e c o g n i t i o n of n e w E n g l i s h e s h a s b e e n r e l a t i v e l y r e c e n t , a n d 
w a s l a r g e l y u n a n t i c i p a t e d d u r i n g the c o l o n i a l p e r i o d . F o r e x a m p l e , i n 1853, t h e 
R e v d D a v i d O . A l l e n a r g u e d that the p r o s p e c t s f o r E n g l i s h i n I n d i a w e r e p o o r , 
a n d t h a t of t h o s e t h e n s t u d y i n g the l a n g u a g e , " m a n y d o n o t a c q u i r e s u f f i c i e n t 
k n o w l e d g e f o r a n y p r a c t i c a l p u r p o s e , a n d o n l y a s m a l l p a r t of t h e m l e a r n it 
t h o r o u g h l y " ( A l l e n , 1854: 275). E x a c t l y 160 y e a r s l a t e r , D a v i d C r y s t a l is c i t i n g 
s ta t i s t i cs to s u g g e s t that a r o u n d 350 m i l l i o n p e o p l e s p e a k E n g l i s h i n I n d i a , a n d 
that the c o u n t r y is n o w h o m e to " t h e la rges t E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g p o p u l a t i o n 
i n t h e w o r l d , " w h o s e E n g l i s h is m a r k e d b y a r a n g e of d i f f e r e n t accents a n d 
d i a l e c t s ( C r y s t a l , 2004). 

O v e r the las t three d e c a d e s , w o r k i n w o r l d E n g l i s h e s h a s b e e n a b l e to c h a r t 
the d e - c e n t e r i n g a n d r e - c e n t e r i n g o f E n g l i s h l a n g u a g e s t u d i e s a c r o s s a v a r i e t y 
of f i e l d s , i n c l u d i n g the l i n g u i s t i c , l i t e r a r y , a n d c u l t u r a l . A t the s a m e t i m e , the 
d o u b l e - v o i c e d n e s s of c e n t r i p e t a l a n d c e n t r i f u g a l f o r c e s ( r e c a l l i n g B a k h t i n a n d 
P a u l ) c a n a l s o b e s e e n i n the t e n s i o n b e t w e e n w o r l d E n g l i s h e s a n d n o t i o n s 
o f " i n t e r n a t i o n a l E n g l i s h , " " g l o b a l E n g l i s h , " a n d " w o r l d s t a n d a r d E n g l i s h . " 
W h i l e t h e p l u r a l i t y of E n g l i s h e s h i g h l i g h t s the d i v e r s e f e a t u r e s , f u n c t i o n s , a n d 
c o n t e x t s of E n g l i s h w o r l d w i d e , w o r l d " E n g l i s h " i n the s i n g u l a r s u g g e s t s the 
e x i s t e n c e of a t r a n s n a t i o n a l s t a n d a r d l i n k e d to the p o w e r of the U S A a n d U K 
i n p a r t i c u l a r areas of c o m m u n i c a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g c o m p u t e r s a n d i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
p u b l i s h i n g . 

M c A r t h u r (1997) a r g u e s that the n o t i o n o f a g l o b a l s t a n d a r d h a s m o s t r e a l i t y 
w i t h r e f e r e n c e to p r i n t a n d b r o a d c a s t m e d i a . H e t h u s i d e n t i f i e s a n " i n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l p r i n t s t a n d a r d , " a n " i n t e r n a t i o n a l m e d i a s t a n d a r d , " a n " i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
g o v e r n m e n t a l , a d m i n i s t r a t i v e , a n d l e g a l s t a n d a r d , " a n " i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o m m e r ­
c i a l a n d t e c h n o l o g i c a l s t a n d a r d , " a n d a n " i n t e r n a t i o n a l e d u c a t i o n a l s t a n d a r d . " 
T o d a y , n o d o u b t , M c A r t h u r w o u l d a l so w i s h to m e n t i o n the M i c r o s o f t s t a n d ­
a r d s t h a t a re n o w p r o g r a m m e d i n t o E n g l i s h w o r d - p r o c e s s i n g s o f t w a r e e v e r y ­
w h e r e . H e a l s o c l a i m s t h a t E n g l i s h " w i t h i ts p r i n t b a s e , i s at the e n d of the 2 0 t h 
c e n t u r y a m a r k e d s u c c e s s , s e r v i n g a l l h u m a n k i n d as the f i rs t h i g h - l e v e l g l o b a l 
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l i n g u a f r a n c a " ( M c A r t h u r , 1997: 16). A n a l t e r n a t i v e v i e w , h o w e v e r , m i g h t 
c o n c e p t u a l i z e s u c h s t a n d a r d s i n t e r m s o f s h a r e d reg i s te rs or g e n r e s of use 
r a t h e r t h a n i n v a r i a n t s t a n d a r d i z e d " v a r i e t i e s . " 

A n o t h e r e x a m p l e o f " c e n t r i p e t a l " t e n d e n c i e s m i g h t be i d e n t i f i e d i n the 
" l i n g u i s t i c o u t s o u r c i n g " c u r r e n t l y t a k i n g p l a c e i n I n d i a a n d t h e P h i l i p p i n e s . 
C u r r e n t l y , the t w o m o s t i m p o r t a n t l o c a t i o n s f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l c a l l centers 
are l o c a t e d i n I n d i a a n d the P h i l i p p i n e s . T h e U n i t e d States a l o n e l o s t 250,000 
c a l l - c e n t e r jobs to A s i a i n the t w o y e a r s f r o m 2001 to 2003 (CBS Navs, 2003), 
a n d s u c h centers h a v e b e c o m e a m a j o r n e w s o u r c e of e m p l o y m e n t f o r e d u ­
c a t e d y o u n g p e o p l e i n b o t h t h o s e A s i a n s o c i e t i e s . In a recent a n d c o n t r o v e r s i a l 
a r t i c l e b y S u s a n S o n n t a g (2003) e n t i t l e d " T h e w o r l d as I n d i a , " S o n n t a g , s o m e ­
w h a t n a i v e l y , e u l o g i z e s the i n d u s t r y , the " m u n i f i c e n t " s a l a r i e s , a n d the w o r k 
of y o u n g I n d i a n s i n t h i s sec tor : 

The y o u n g people . . . had first to be trained for months , by instructors and by 
tapes, to acquire a pleasant m i d d l e A m e r i c a n (not an educated A m e r i c a n ) accent, 
and to learn basic A m e r i c a n slang . . . so that if the exchange w i t h the cl ient in the 
U n i t e d States becomes p r o l o n g e d , they w i l l not falter w i t h the s m a l l talk, and 
have the means to cont inue to pass for A m e r i c a n s . (Sonntag, 2003) 

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g T r i v e d i ' s (2003) s c a t h i n g c r i t i q u e of S o n n t a g , t h e i s s u e of 
l i n g u i s t i c o u t s o u r c i n g a n d c a l l centers i n I n d i a d o e s s e r v e to i l l u s t r a t e the 
c h a n g i n g m a p of E n g l i s h e s w o r l d w i d e . 3 I n d e e d , o n e d e s c r i p t i v e q u e s t i o n r a i s e d 
h e r e is w h e t h e r w e s h o u l d r e g a r d the l i n g u i s t i c b e h a v i o r of s u c h c a l l - c e n t e r 
agents as the a d o p t i o n o f a " n a t i v e - s p e a k e r " o r " s t a n d a r d " v a r i e t y o f E n g l i s h . 
Is t h i s s i m p l y a n e x a m p l e of " w o r l d s t a n d a r d E n g l i s h " a s s e r t i n g i ts p o w e r , o r 
is there a n a l t e r n a t i v e e x p l a n a t i o n ? O n e p o s s i b l e c l u e h e r e m i g h t b e the use 
of the w o r d " p a s s " i n the q u o t a t i o n f r o m S o n n t a g w h e r e she t a l k s a b o u t c a l l -
center e m p l o y e e s h a v i n g " t h e m e a n s to c o n t i n u e to p a s s for A m e r i c a n s . " W h a t ­
e v e r the l i n g u i s t i c d e m a n d s o r e x p e c t a t i o n s r e q u i r e d i n s u c h w o r k , the m e r e 
( c o n s c i o u s o r u n w i t t i n g ) c h o i c e of the w o r d pass i n t h i s c o n t e x t i s i n t e r e s t i n g i n 
i tse l f , r e s o n a t i n g as i t d o e s w i t h acts of " p a s s i n g " a c r o s s the b o u n d a r i e s of 
g e n d e r a n d race . 

T h e y o u n g A s i a n s i n c a l l c e n t e r s i n N e w D e l h i o r M a n i l a m a y n o t h a v e 
s i m p l y a c q u i r e d a " n a t i v e - s p e a k e r " v a r i e t y of E n g l i s h i n s o m e p s v c h o l i n g u i s t i c 
sense , b u t m a y i n s t e a d h a v e d e v e l o p e d the s k i l l o f d o i n g o r " p e r f o r m i n g a 
" n a t i v e - l i k e v a r i e t y . " T h e u s e of s u c h a v a r i e t y i n t h i s c o n t e x t m a y i n v o l v e less 
the u s e of a p a r t i c u l a r d i a l e c t of l a n g u a g e , b u t m o r e the c o n s c i o u s c r e a t i o n of 
a l i n g u i s t i c " v o i c e " c a l l e d f o r t h b y c o n t e x t a n d f a c i l i t a t e d b y t h e A s i a n b i l i n -
g u a l ' s l i n g u i s t i c c r e a t i v i t y . W h a t e v e r the e c o n o m i c a n d s o c i a l r e a l i t i e s of s u c h 
l i n g u i s t i c o u t s o u r c i n g , n e w c o n t e x t s s u c h as these w i l l c o n t i n u e t o c h a l l e n g e 
t r a d i t i o n a l c o n c e p t s of " d i a l e c t s " a n d " v a r i e t i e s . " O n l y 50 y e a r s a g o , a s o c i o l o ­
g i s t l i k e P i e r i s (1951), b a s e d at least f o r a t i m e i n S o u t h A s i a , w a s m o v e d to 
d i s c u s s the E n g l i s h - k n o w i n g b i l i n g u a l as a " r a c i a l o r c u l t u r a l h y b r i d , s i t u a t e d 
o n the f r i n g e of t w o c u l t u r e as a M a r g i n a l M a n " ( P i e r i s , 1951: 329) . T o d a y , 
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b y c o n t r a s t , m u l t i l i n g u a l i s m a n d w h a t C h ' i e n d u b s " p o l y c u l t u r a l i s m " s e e m s 
to s p e a k to t h e center r a t h e r t h a n the m a r g i n s of c o n t e m p o r a r y i n t e l l e c t u a l 
e x p e r i e n c e , w h e r e v e r o n e i s l o c a t e d . 

9 Conclusion 

I n t h i s c h a p t e r , I h a v e set o u t to e x a m i n e n o t i o n s o f l a n g u a g e v a r i e t y a n d 
v a r i a t i o n i n the c o n t e x t of w o r l d E n g l i s h e s . T h e e a r l y s e c t i o n s of t h i s c h a p t e r 
h a v e d i s c u s s e d the h i s t o r i c a l d i a s p o r a s of E n g l i s h , c o n t r a s t i n g the h i s t o r i e s o f 
s u c h I n n e r - C i r c l e soc ie t ies as t h e U S A , A u s t r a l i a , a n d N e w Z e a l a n d w i t h t h o s e 
of t h e O u t e r - C i r c l e p o s t c o l o n i a l soc ie t i es of A f r i c a a n d A s i a . L a t e r s e c t i o n s of 
the c h a p t e r h a v e a t t e m p t e d t o u n r a v e l the n o t i o n of " v a r i e t y " a n d " v a r i e t i e s " 
i n the c o n t e x t of l a n g u a g e s t u d i e s . O n e a r g u m e n t that e m e r g e s h e r e i s that the 
l i k e l y p r o v e n a n c e of " v a r i e t y " as a t e c h n i c a l (or q u a s i - t e c h n i c a l ) l i n g u i s t i c 
t e r m w a s e i g h t e e n t h - a n d n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y n a t u r a l s c i e nc e a n d b i o l o g y , 
w h i c h , i n t u r n , o v e r l a p p e d w i t h e a r l y n o t i o n s of r a c i a l h i e r a r c h i e s . A s M u f w e n e 
(2001) h a s p o i n t e d o u t , t h e n a m i n g p r a c t i c e s that h a v e b e e n a p p l i e d to v a r i e t i e s 
of E n g l i s h h a v e a l so b e e n a f f e c t e d b y the e n t a n g l e m e n t of r a c i a l a n d l i n g u i s t i c 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . U n d e r l y i n g m a n y of the d i s c u s s i o n s c o n c e r n i n g v a r i e t i e s a n d 
v a r i a t i o n i s a t e n s i o n b e t w e e n w h a t are s e e n as the o r g a n i c q u a l i t i e s o f d i a l e c t s 
a n d v a r i e t i e s as the " n a t u r a l " e x p r e s s i o n of v i t a l l i n g u i s t i c s y s t e m s , a n d the 
v i e w of l a n g u a g e s a n d l a n g u a g e v a r i e t i e s as s o c i a l a n d p o l i t i c a l c o n s t r u c t s . 

T h e w o r l d E n g l i s h e s i n i t i a t i v e i n r e c o g n i z i n g a n d d e s c r i b i n g the n e w 
E n g l i s h e s of the C a r i b b e a n , A f r i c a , a n d A s i a h a s b e e n p a r t l y m o t i v a t e d b y 
a c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the l o c a l l i n g u i s t i c " f a c t s , " a n d p a r t l y b y a c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
of the w i d e r c u l t u r a l a n d p o l i t i c a l c o n t e x t s of l a n g u a g e a c q u i s i t i o n a n d u s e , 
a n d the d e s i r e to c r e a t i v e l y r e m o d e l a n d r e c o n s t r u c t d i s c u r s i v e p r a c t i c e s . T h i s , 
i n t u r n , h a s i n v o l v e d the c r e a t i v e r e w r i t i n g of d i s c o u r s e s t o w a r d a r e c o g n i t i o n 
of p l u r a l i s m a n d m u l t i p l e p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r s c h o l a r s h i p . T h e n o t i o n of " v a r i ­
e t i e s " i n t h i s c o n t e x t i s s i m i l a r l y d y n a m i c , as n e w c o n t e x t s , n e w r e a l i t i e s , n e w 
d i s c o u r s e s , a n d n e w v a r i e t i e s c o n t i n u e to e m e r g e . S i m u l t a n e o u s ! ) ' , a n a w a r e ­
ness o f t h e o r i g i n s a n d t r a d i t i o n s o f the m e t a l a n g u a g e , n a m i n g p r a c t i c e s , a n d 
d i s c o u r s e s o f " v a r i e t i e s o f E n g l i s h " has the p o t e n t i a l to assist o u r o w n 
c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n s a n d t h e o r i z a t i o n s of th is b r a n c h of l i n g u i s t i c s . 

N O T E S 

1 Q u i r k ' s l inguist ic l ibera l i sm is 
perhaps somewhat ironic here, 
cons ider ing his later stance on such 
issues (see Q u i r k , 1990; K a c h r u , 1991; 
D a v i s i n this vo lume) . 

2 These dates are largely taken f r o m 
C r y s t a l (1995). G i v e n the complex i ty 
of i n d i v i d u a l colonia l histories, they 
are probably best taken as an 
approx imate g u i d e to events. 
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3 T r i v e d i (2003) takes Sonntag to task 
for her enthus iasm for su c h call 
centers, c l a i m i n g that i n this industry 
"the turnover is r a p i d , the burn-out 
is h i g h , and the scars of emot ional 
frustrat ion are d e e p " and that these 
" p o o r y o u n g m e n and w o m e n are 

indeed the cyber-coolies of our 
global age, w o r k i n g not o n sugar 
plantat ions but o n f l i cker ing screens, 
and lashed into s u b m i s s i o n through 
v ig i lant and p u n i t i v e m o n i t o r i n g , 
each s l ip i n accent or lapse i n 
pretence m e a n i n g a cut i n w a g e s . " 
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