PUZZLING PYRAMIDS

f the Seven Wonders of the Ancient WOI'ld, OHIY the | @ The Great Pyramids stand at Giza besidy

the Nile River in Egypt.

Opyramids of Egypt remain in anything like their
()riginal splendour. The pyramids are the oldest of the Seven

Wonders of the Ancient World, and the biggest.

@ The royal burial chamber was reached by a passage deep inside the Great Pyramid.

Why were the
Great Pyramids built?

The pyramids were built as tombs for
kings of Egypt. The Egyptians believed that
their rulers would continue to live on after
they had died. The pyramid tombs contained
burial chambers inside which the dead king
was placed, along with objects that he might
need in the next world. Inside the Great
Pyramid of King Khufu were sealed chambers

full of treasure.

Pyramid facts

Mysterious pyramids

American pyramids were vast piles of earth,
faced with stones,with temples on top.
Egyptian pyramids were made entirely of
stone, with tombs inside.

The largest Egyptian pyramid, Khufu's, was
built with over two million stones.

Risking many different booby-traps,
tomb-robbers managed to steal the
treasures in almost all of the tombs.

How many pyramids are there’

The ruins of 35 large pyramids can be se
today near the Nile River in Egypt. The
most famous are three enormous pyramids
that stand at Giza, near the capital city of
Cairo. These pyramids were built for three
very powerful kings of Egypt. Their names
were Khufu, Khafre and Menkaure.

i Who thought pyramids were
T a waste of money?

| =

The ancient Romans. They were impressed
by the size of the Egyptian pyramids, but they
thought they were extravagant projects of
Egyptian kings with too much wealth, too
many slave-workers — and nothing better to

do! The Romans spent their money on useful

projects, such as the building of roads.

© The three great pyramids were built about
4,500 years ago — about 2600 to 2500 BC.

@ The Great Sphinx has a human head, «
wears a royal headdress.

Valley of the Kings
After 1700 sc, Egyptian kings were buried in
rock tombs in the Valley of the Kings.

Tutankhamen’s tomb is one of 62 royal tombs
in or near the Valley of the Kings, on the west
bank of the Nile River.

The Egyptians cut stones with copper tools —
they had no iron. They had no machines
either, relying on rollers, sledges, ropes and
muscle power.
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