WALLS AND TOWERS

A wall is built to keep people in or out. Towers can be part |
of a wall. One of the most mysterious walls is a 160 km-long
earth bank known as the Eredo in Nigeria. It is partially hidden by

dense forest, and is thought to be about 1,000 years old but no one is

certain why it is there.

Which was the longest
Roman wall?

3

@ The Great Wall is the longest structure ever built, but in the end it did not keep out invaders. | Hadrian’s Wall (named after the

Emperor Hadrian) stretches for

Why did the Chinese build to keep its nusiance neighbours out. The 118 km across the hills of northern

the Great Wall? Great Wall winds for more than 6,400 km England from Wallsend-on-Tyne in 1
The Great Wall of China was built to over mountains, hills and plateaus and east to Bowness on the Solway Firth
protect China against ‘barbarian’ along the edges of deserts. The wall was 9 m | the west. In the ab 120s, Roman legionar
invaders from the north. Chinese high, and was originally dotted with | soldiers built this wall to control travel
civilization was based on farming, and the watchtowers with a walkway along the top for | between Roman Britain and the north, anc
young Chinese nation was often raided by patrolling guards. Some sections of the Great | keep out northern tribes. When it was first
nomads from the North. In the 200s sc, the Wall are now in ruins or have even built, the wall was 2 to 3 m thick and 117 k
Chinese emperor Shi Huangdi ordered old disappeared, but it is still one of the world’s in length. Long stretches of the wall still w
frontier walls to be linked by walls and forts most momentous sights. over the hills.

Dizzying heights Amazing facts

* Though no longer the tallest skyscraper, the Sears Tower il
Chicago, USA (443 m) still has the most floors: 110.

* The first skyscraper was built by Le Baron Jenney in Chicat
1885. It had just ten floors.

» The Empire State Building, New York City, is probably the
world’s most recognized tall building; built in 1931 it
is 381 m high.

& The Ananda Temple in Myanma, Burma, was completed
in 1091, It rises in graduated terraces to a height of 52 m.
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MEMORIALS AND MYSTER

Memorials help us remember events or people. Some

memorials are so big that it’s impossible to miss them. But

others are hidden. Sometimes, treasures found in the

ground reveal hidden stories about a long-lost past.

What was unearthed
at Sutton Hoo?

A king who ruled East Anglia in
England in the 600s. He was buried in a
wooden ship, 27 m long. The ship had been
placed in a trench, and inside lay the body of
a warrior, probably a powerful local king
called Raedwald of the East Angles. He had
been buried with clothes, weapons and
treasure. Then his ship-grave had been filled
in. The ship-burial remained undiscovered
until unearthed by archaeologists at Sutton
Hoo in Suffolk in 1939.

@ A replica of the Sutton Hoo helmet, found
in the ship-burial.

Ancient treasures

o

e

@ The Gateway Arch is the tallest monument
in the USA. It was completed in 1965,

lhose journey is rememberec -
by a giant arch?

American pioneers. The Gateway to the
West in St Louis, USA is an192-m U-shaped
arch that stands beside the Mississippi River.

It commemorates the migration of thousands
of settlers who set off in wagon trains to
make new homes in the West in the
1840s-1870s.

What's wonderful about a mummy?

The Egyptians believed in life after death and
made careful preparations for death and burial.
They believed it was important to preserve the
body of a dead person. The body was treated
with chemicals and oils and then dried, to stop
it decaying. The mummy was wrapped in linen £3
bandages and put in a coffin, inside a tomb,
along with clothes, weapons, jewels and food.

@ When ready for burial, a mummy was

placed inside a special coffin. Some of these

were shaped and richly decorated.

ES

Who was buried with an
army of clay soldiers?

The Chinese emperor, Shih Huang:-
in around 210 Bc. The ancient Chines
believed their dead rulers would need

servants and soldiers in the after-life. So
when Shi Huang-di, the first Qin empero
died his tomb was filled with clay model
soldiers. Archaeologists were amazed to
them in 1974 when part of the huge imp

tomb complex was opened.

@ The terracoita clay warriors of the Ch
erperor’s inmortal army.

Famous
monuments

The highest column in the world
commemorates the battle of San Jacii
fought between Texans and Mexican:
1836. Britain's famous monuments in
The Monument (a column marking th
spot in London where the Great Fire 1
1666 began) and Nelson’s Column in
Trafalgar Square in London, with a st
of Admiral Horatio Nelson on top.
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