FORTS AND CASTLES

or thousands of years, forts and castles have been
Fstrongholds for defence. The best place to build a fortress
was usually on a hilltop, as this is the best position to see approaching
attackers and because a hilltop is usually easiest to defend. Some
medieval castles still tower above the surrounding landscape today.

| @ Maiden Castle was defended by ditches and
banks, and by wooden fences and gates.

Who built Britain's
strongest castles?

: . @ Krak des Chevaliers
The Normans and the medieval kings castle in Syria. It was built by

of England who followed them. After Crusaders, but Muslims added extra

) . . : lefences after they captured it in 1271.
the Norman Congquest, in 1066, Norman L L

barons built stone motte and bailey

What is the

castles: the motte was an earth mound, | i
Krak des Chevaliers?

the bailey and the enclosure around it. |
Later, in the Middle Ages, when Edward I, A mighty Crusader castle. During
who was king of England from 1272 to 1307, | Crusades, or religious wars, of the Midc

conquered Wales, he built huge stone castles | Ages, both sides (Muslims and Christia

What was Maiden Castle? to subdue the Welsh. Cannons brought an end | built castles. Each side did its best to ca

to the age of castles in the 1400s. the enemy’s castles, and castles often ¢k

A hillfort, built by Iron Age people in hands several times. The Crusader cast
Britain. Over 2,000 years ago these people, is best-preserved is Krak des Chevalier:
who were Celts, lived in groups or tribes. To _ _ E has very high walls on three sides and ¢

rotect themselves, and their farm animals, on the fourth. It has a keep that is surrc
F

they built fortified villages on hilltops. Mai by a precipitous slope of smooth rock, «

Dun or Maiden Castle in Dorset was one of was known to the attacking Muslims as

the biggest hillforts (‘Mai Dun’is Celtic for Mountain' because it was impossible to

‘great hill"). It was captured by the Romans
after they invaded Britain in Ab 43. Some : 3 = =

! ®@ Edward I's castles, such as Conwy Ce
were the wonders of their age.

of its ramparts rise to a height of 6 m.

Built to last

Roman forts

Strength In NuU mbers The Romans built small army forts

to guard their frontiers. They also

Earliest castle Hattusas, Turkey 1500 B built legionary fortresses that were
Oldest British castle Richmond, Yorkshire, UK 1075 as big as small towns. They were
Biggest brick castle Coca, Spain 1400s smart too. Roman fort-builders

made forts look stronger than they
were, plastering over wooden walls
to make them look like stone.

Last of their line Maginot Line forts, France  1930s

@ Enemies would think twice
before attacking a Roman fort.
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