WONDERS OF THE ANCIENT WORLD

even stupendous structures, built between 3000 and
200 BC, became known as the Seven Wonders of the
Ancient World. Tourists of old had to travel what were then vast

and difficult distances — across Europe, North Africa and eastern Asia.

This was the ‘civilized world’, as known to the Greeks and Romans,

who first listed the ‘Seven Wonders’.

@ The word ‘mausoleum’ came to mean
a large tomb.

What was the Mausoleum?

This was a marble tomb built about
353 BC at Halicarnassus, in what is
now southwestern Turkey. It was
commissioned for Mausolus, who was ruler
of a province in the Persian Empire. The
beautiful tomb was created by architects and
sculptors from Greece. High on the roof, over
40 m from the ground, a statue was built of

King Mausolus driving in his chariot.

Ej_ich god became a Wonde

Zeus, king of the gods who the ancient
Greeks believed lived on Mount
Olympus. A mighty statue of Zeus at
Olympia was 12 m high (six times
human-size) and was made of ivory
and gold. People visited the god’s
temple to marvel at the statue of Zeus,
made about 435 Bc by Phidias, the greatest
sculptor of ancient Greece.

@ Zeus was seated on a golden throne,
wearing a robe and ornaments of gold.

Wonders of their time

Famous monuments

Had the compilers of the ancient wonders known about the Great

@ The Pharos at Alexandria was so
famous that the word pharos came to
mean ‘lighthouse’

Which Wonder had a
fire on top?

The Pharos or Lighthouse at
Alexandria (Egypt). It was a huge towe
built on an island as a lighthouse to guide
ships in and out of the harbour. The
lighthouse was 122 m high, and workers k
a fire burning at the top to provide the ligl
The first lighthouse in history, it stood for

| about 1,500 years.

Not much is left of the Mausoleum. It fell in an earthquake,

Wall of China (see page 20 for more information), they would have

added an eighth wonder. But China was too far away.

The shortest-lived Ancient Wonder was the Colossus of Rhodes. It

Khafre's face.

stood for less than 20 years before being toppled by an earthquake.

The Temple of Artemis burned down in 356 Bc. A second temple

To water the Hangng Gardens, slaves worked in shifts, lifting
water from the Euphrates River.

built on the same site was also destroyed by fire, in ap 262.
Sculptures from this second temple’s ruins were later taken to the

British Museum in London.

@ China’s Great Wall was not known to Europeans until
after the Ap 1200s, when Marco Polo visited China.

The Great Sphinx is so old that sand blowing in the wind
has rubbed away detail of the lion's body and parts of

but a few chunks and some sculptures survive. |
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