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Programma

Finalità del corso: L’inglese oggi, in qualità di lingua franca, rappresenta un imprescindibile strumento di comunicazione a livello nazionale e trans-nazionale, fra rischi e prospettive per i suoi parlanti nativi, ma soprattutto non-nativi.
Tale corso mira ad approfondire le conoscenze e le competenze in inglese, applicate al contesto di studio degli studenti, al fine di migliorarne la capacità di comprensione, nonché la padronanza nel negoziare significato nella produzione scritta e orale in tale lingua (livello d’arrivo assimilabile al C1 del quadro europeo di riferimento per le lingue, CEFR - cfr. http://www.coe.int).

Cfr. anche:
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Common_European_Framework_of_Reference_for_Languages
Prerequisiti: livello intermedio di comprensione dell’inglese scritto e parlato. Buona capacità di esprimersi in lingua inglese sia in forma scritta che orale. (la competenza complessiva di base richiesta è assimilabile al livello B1-B2 del CEFR).
Programma del corso:
Il modulo propone un percorso incentrato sul binomio ‘lingua – politica’, che miri ad acquisire competenze comunicative, collegate inscindibilmente a capacità riflessive, critico-culturali, con un approccio di tipo socio-linguistico e di riflessione linguistica e metalinguistica.
L’obiettivo fondamentale non è soltanto quello di migliorare le proprie abilità pratiche nella lingua target, bensì di approfondire e complessificare il quadro della/e lingua/e-cultura/e in inglese, integrandola con competenze parziali già presenti o da sviluppare nel proprio patrimonio linguistico-culturale, applicandole alla propria sfera personale-professionale.
Le lezioni, che si svolgeranno in lingua inglese, si raggrupperanno attorno a nodi tematici attuali quali: il potere delle lingue in politica, il ruolo dell’inglese come lingua franca a livello internazionale, le maggiori istituzioni mondiali e in particolare l’Unione Europea, il governo UK e USA; ma anche tematiche d’interesse attuale come la globalizzazione, la migrazione, la disoccupazione.
Verrà approfondito il discorso sul valore e sui significati che una lingua straniera (nel caso dell’inglese, sempre meno straniera) porta con sé, nonché le politiche anche linguistiche che si celano dietro al discorso politico.
Tali tematiche saranno trattate attraverso l’analisi linguistico-conversazionale di discorsi politici, documenti e di brani di rilevanza mondiale, attraverso la traduzione e il commento di articoli e saggi, nonché l’ascolto di documenti tratti dal web inerenti tali temi.
Saranno proposte attività pratiche che tengano in considerazione le quattro abilità chiave per la competenza linguistica (comprensione, ascolto, produzione scritta e interazione orale), nonché le competenze parziali (quali ad esempio prendere appunti, sintetizzare, argomentare). 

Obiettivi:
Al termine del corso ci si aspetta che lo studente raggiunga un livello di competenza assimilabile al C1 del CEFR. In particolare si auspica che:
.riesca a capire i nodi chiave di un testo argomentativo afferente al proprio campo di specializzazione
.sappia comunicare con un discreto grado di scioltezza e padronanza lessicale, anche utilizzando termini della micro lingua specifica, e che riesca ad interagire in L2 sia con i nativi che con i non-nativi di lingua inglese.
.sappia riassumere e parafrasare testi dall’italiano e dall’inglese in maniera coesa e coerente;
.sappia supportare il proprio punto di vista in orale e nello scritto, difendendo la propria tesi; oppure, mostri i punti forti e deboli di una problematica data.
.sappia negoziare significato e sviluppi competenze, anche parziali, applicabili ad altri contesti.
.sia in grado di ricercare autonomamente fonti e materiali 
. Il fine ultimo è quello di fornire strumenti applicabili in un secondo momento a nuove situazioni (transferable skills).

Metodi didattici 	
Lezione Frontale
Discussione in classe
Gruppi di Lavoro
Esercitazioni  in classe e da casa

Modalità d’esame	
L'esame si articolerà in una prova scritta propedeutica (comune e obbligatoria per tutti gli studenti frequentanti, non frequentanti e iscritti in modalità online) e in una prova orale, che si svolgerà interamente in inglese, secondo i seguenti programmi differenziati. Solo il superamento della prova scritta dà accesso alla prova orale. 
La prova scritta ha una durata di 2 ore e si svolgerà seguendo criteri di continuità con quanto svolto negli anni precedenti. Si costituirà indicativamente di esercizi più prettamente di grammatica, sintassi, lavoro sulla micro lingua, seguiti da un’analisi di uno dei formati trattati a lezione - testo/articolo/saggio - con sintesi e commento seguendo indicazioni prestabilite.
Durante l’esame è consentito esclusivamente l’utilizzo di un dizionario monolingue di inglese, e non è possibile utilizzare dizionari bilingui o altro materiale di riferimento.

L’esame scritto comprende tre esercizi:

1) Completamento guidato di un testo in lingua inglese fornendo le parole mancanti, che vanno
individuate per ciascuno spazio vuoto fra quelle fornite in una lista di opzioni.

2) Completamento libero di un testo in lingua inglese fornendo le parole mancanti, che vanno inserite indipendentemente da parte degli studenti per ciascuno spazio vuoto.

3) Riassunto da scrivere in lingua inglese di un testo in italiano o inglese, esprimendo in forma condensata i contenuti principali utilizzando circa la metà del numero delle parole presenti nell’originale.

I tre testi su cui sono basati gli esercizi riguardano argomenti di natura politica collegati alle discipline curricolari seguite dagli studenti.

L’esame orale ha una durata di circa 15 min, a candidato (8-6 CFU frequentanti/non frequentanti/online) e si svolge in lingua inglese (sia docente che studenti).
Gli studenti frequentanti e online per 8 CFU dovranno preparare anche una breve presentazione orale in lingua, di c.ca 5 minuti, su un argomento a scelta fra quelli elencati nella tabella sottostante, a completamento di quanto verrà loro richiesto di fare in classe durante il corso.
La presentazione va esposta senza leggere: è possibile avere con sé una scaletta sintetica dei punti principali, alcune parole chiave ed espressioni difficili, date e altre informazioni specifiche, nomi di città, persone, ecc., ma non brani interi da leggere. I contenuti non vanno esposti a memoria, bensì in maniera naturale, coerente, pronti a rispondere ad eventuali osservazioni.

Elenco dei possibili argomenti per le presentazioni da preparare (scegliere un solo argomento):



	Biographies of political figures 
	Political movements, events and issues 

	Gerry Adams 
Bill Clinton
Madeleine Albright 
Mario Cuomo 
Gordon Brown 
Benjamin Disraeli 
George W. Bush (junior) 
Martin Luther King
David Cameron 
Rudolph Giuliani
Nick Clegg 
John Major
Hillary Rodham Clinton 
Margaret Thatcher 
	British Conservative Party 
US Republican Party
British Liberal Democrat Party
Rights of Indian natives in the US
British National Party 
Boston Tea Party
The Commonwealth 
The British empire
Sinn Fein 
Good Friday agreement 
United Kingdom Independence Party
Role of the monarchy in theUK
US Democratic Party Devolution in the UK 



Dopo la presentazione verranno poste alcune domande agli studenti per approfondire le motivazioni e l’interesse per il particolare argomento scelto. L’esame orale proseguirà con una discussione dei temi affrontati a lezione (in particolare nei testi utilizzati per le varie attività).

Per gli studenti non frequentanti sono stati indicati i primi due testi alla voce ‘Testi di riferimento’ 

IN SINTESI
- Studenti frequentanti e online, 6 CFU: esame scritto + colloquio orale (di 15-20 minuti c.ca): presentazione dello studente, attraverso i suoi studi, interessi e prospettive professionali future; domande sugli argomenti trattati al corso (con esposizione in lingua, lettura ad alta voce, traduzione e commento di brevi passi scelti, in linea con la tipologia di esercitazioni del corso).
- Studenti frequentanti e online, 8 CFU: esame scritto + colloquio orale (di 15-20 minuti c.ca): presentazione dello studente, attraverso i suoi studi, interessi e prospettive professionali future; presentazione su un argomento a scelta dello studente tra quelli trattati a lezione, o personalizzato, ma concordato preventivamente con l’insegnante (cfr. tabella). Al termine, verranno rivolte allo studente almeno due domande relative alla sua presentazione, per le quali è richiesta una risposta estesa ed articolata. Seguiranno domande sugli argomenti trattati al corso (con esposizione in lingua, lettura ad alta voce, traduzione e commento di brevi passi scelti, in linea con la tipologia di esercitazioni del corso). 
- Studenti non frequentanti, 6 CFU: esame scritto + colloquio orale (di 15-20 minuti c.ca): presentazione dello studente, attraverso i suoi studi, interessi e prospettive professionali future; su un libro a scelta fra i primi due inseriti nella lista alla voce 'testi di riferimento' seguito da discussione su temi inseriti nella dispensa (con esposizione in lingua, lettura ad alta voce, traduzione e commento di brevi passi scelti, in linea con la tipologia di esercitazioni del corso).
- Studenti non frequentanti, 8 CFU: esame scritto + colloquio orale (di 15-20 minuti c.ca): presentazione dello studente, attraverso i suoi studi, interessi e prospettive professionali future; sui primi due libri inseriti nella lista alla voce 'testi di riferimento' seguito da discussione su temi inseriti nella dispensa (con esposizione in lingua, lettura ad alta voce, traduzione e commento di brevi passi scelti, in linea con la tipologia di esercitazioni del corso).

Per essere considerati frequentanti, gli studenti devono aver partecipato ad almeno il 70% delle lezioni tenute dalla Prof.ssa Briscese e aver effettuato una presentazione orale in lingua inglese in classe su un argomento concordato con la docente. Tutti gli altri studenti sono considerati non frequentanti. 

Verrà pubblicato nella pagina web della docente (o sul sito di facoltà), a fine corso, l’elenco degli studenti frequentanti, che possono portare il relativo programma per l’esame orale.

Durante la prima lezione verranno nuovamente spiegate la modalità d'esame.
Per ulteriori informazioni, gli studenti potranno contattare direttamente la sottoscritta via mail, a lezione, a ricevimento (sempre previo appuntamento): l.briscese@unimc.it

Modalità di valutazione
Il voto dell’esame scritto è espresso in 30esimi, e si può sostenere l’orale solamente se si
ottiene una votazione minima di 18/30 allo scritto.

Il voto complessivo terrà conto della votazione dello scritto, dell’orale e della presentazione (per coloro che devono sostenere tale parte).
All’orale si terrà conto anche della competenza linguistica dei candidati (pronuncia, scorrevolezza, ricchezza lessicale, etc.)
Durante il corso, agli studenti frequentanti verranno proposti lavori di approfondimento e prove intermedie propedeutici all’esame finale (pur se formativi, dunque senza voto).

Attività:
Le attività proposte mirano a rinforzare negli studenti un approccio critico alla lingua e di conseguenza ai contenuti che essa veicola, cercando la comprensione anche quando si tratta di dover negoziare significato, operando confronti fra la L1 e la L2. 
Verrà analizzato materiale per lo più autentico, tratto da articoli giornalistici, da riviste divulgative ad ampia  circolazione internazionale e da saggi accademici semi-specialistici su argomenti  relativi alle discipline curricolari degli studenti. Saranno proposte varie attività pratiche  basate su materiali autentici come le seguenti: 
L’attività formativa si articola principalmente in due punti:
1. studio degli aspetti argomentativo-retorici e socioculturali dei testi e pratica dell’inglese orale a partire dai testi oggetto di studio. 
2. sviluppo delle abilità di lettura, ascolto e produzione orale in lingua inglese in riferimento a testi di carattere politologico, storico e internazionalistico;
.Capacità di comprendere i punti principali del discorso scritto e orale su argomenti di attualità
.Capacità di produrre brevi testi scritti e orali su argomenti noti (parafrasi, riassunto, commento, analisi). 
.Capacità di descrivere esperienze ed eventi fornendo brevi motivazioni e spiegazioni di opinioni e progetti vari.

Materiali:
Per tutti: 
.procurarsi un dizionario (non tascabile) monolingue e uno bilingue inglese-italiano 
.procurarsi la dispensa preparata dall’insegnante, disponibile sia in formato cartaceo che elettronico (contenente i materiali utili per seguire le lezioni e svolgere le esercitazioni, nonché esercizi e letture per casa). La modalità di reperimento del materiale sarà comunicata durante la prima lezione. Agli studenti è richiesto di stampare e portare con sé a lezione il materiale che verrà integrato in tale dispensa. 
La dispensa è reperibile in formato cartaceo presso la copisteria (vicino a Scienze della comunicazione). Si può chiedere alla docente l’invio della dispensa via e-mail, finché non sarà attivata la pagina docente.

Per gli studenti iscritti al corso in modalità online verrà resa disponibile tramite OLAT, la piattaforma dell’Ateneo per la didattica a distanza, integrandola con esercizi interattivi e attività da svolgere online.
.Faranno da supporto presentazioni in PPT, immagini, libri di testo, supporti audio, video, riviste e quotidiani. Per coloro che frequentano in modalità online, la dispensa sarà reperibile attraverso OLAT, la piattaforma dell’Ateneo per la didattica a distanza (oltre alle lezioni e ai materiali aggiuntivi per le esercitazioni online) Tale dispensa sarà integrata nell’arco del corso, dunque gli studenti sono pregati di aggiornarla settimanalmente. 
.ulteriori riferimenti sitografici e bibliografici saranno forniti durante il corso e aggiornati alla pagina docente. Per i frequentanti è sufficiente la dispensa e i riferimenti sitografici di saggi e articoli indicati durante la lezione. 
.Si raccomanda altresì la frequenza delle ore di supporto linguistico messe a disposizione degli studenti presso il CLA di Macerata. Per i non frequentanti e gli studenti iscritti in modalità online è prevista una scelta fra i libri proposti da accertare durante la prova orale, in base al numero di crediti da conseguire, oltre alla verifica propedeutica scritta che sarà uguale per tutti e oltre ai materiali della dispensa. 
.Si consiglia, inoltre, a tutti gli studenti, frequentanti e non, di usufruire dei supporti multimediali messi a disposizione dal Centro Linguistico d’Ateneo di Macerata. 




Testi  Consigliati:
1. A. Beard, The Language of Politics. Routledge, New York, 1999.(adottato)
2. A. Partington, Persuasion in Politics: a textbook. Led-Milano, 2010.(adottato)
3. B. McArthur (a c. di), The Penguin Book of Twentieth-Century Speeches. Penguin, NY, 1999.
4. J. Jenkins, English as a Lingua Franca: attitude and identity. Oxford University Press, Oxford.  	2007.
5. A.Oshima, A. Hogue, Writing Academic English. Fourth Edition. Pearson Longman, USA. 2005.
6. M. Hewings, Advanced Grammar in Use. Cambridge University Press,	Cambridge, 2005.	
7  G. Orwell, Animal Farm, Penguin, 1945 e ediz. successive (ediz. a scelta, testo integrale)
8  G. Orwell, 1984, Penguin, 1949 e ediz. successive (ediz. a scelta, testo integrale)


Orario delle lezioni	
I semestre 
(14 incontri)

lunedì 9.00-12.00 (parte teorica + analisi testi, ascolto, discussione orale)
venerdì: 14.00-17.00 (parte pratica: comprensione, traduzione, sintesi, esercitazioni varie)


Ricevimento:
venerdì, subito dopo la lezione. Sempre via posta elettronica 

Per informazioni organizzative (cambiamenti alle lezioni, modifiche agli orari di ricevimento, ecc.), gli studenti sono vivamente pregati di controllare settimanalmente la pagina web di facoltà. 


Exercises
Quick entry test
Just one option is correct. Try to answer all these questions. Then look them up in the online encyclopedias (e.g. Encyclopedia Britannica, http://www.britannica.com/, Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page or those websites suggested in PPT 1st lesson).
1) How many countries is UK composed by?
	4		5		6	
2) The form of government in the UK is considered a parliamentary 
	democracy and a(n)…
	Republic      Constitutional  Monarchy     Absolute Monarchy     Federalism 
3) What is the name of the current Prime Minister?
	Tony Blair	Margaret Thatcher		David Cameron 
4) What does MP stand for?
	member of parliament	member of politics	   mayor politics 
5) What is the Commonwealth of Nations?
a political union	    the British Empire   an organisation of independent member states 
6) Does Australia belong to the Commonwealth of Nations?
	Yes	no
7) Does UK belong to EU?
	yes	no
8) What type of currency is there in Ireland?
	Pound sterling		Irish pound	Euro	
9)Which one is not a constituent country of UK?
	Wales		Scotland	Cornwall	Northern Ireland 
10) What does IRA stand for?
	Irish Republican Army	  Irish Revolutionary Army       Irish Rebel Army 
11) Who was Churchill?
A British PM during the 1WW	An American politician during the 2WW	
A British PM during the 2WW
12) Who is the Iron Lady? 
Hillary Clinton	Margaret Thatcher       Sarah Palin 
13) Does Canada have its onw flag? 
Yes	no
14) What does OZ stand for?
	Africa		Australia		America		Oceania 
15) How  are the indigenous Australians also called?
	natives	aborigines	the first ones	 black 
16) India: when its declaration of independence?
	1947		1960		1967		1989
17) Who said “Nonviolence is a weapon of the strong”?
18) What does NATO stand for?
	North American Treaty Organization	North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
19)What is the capital of the USA?
	Boston		NY	Washington	Washington D.C.	
20) Form of Government in USA:
 Federal government       constitutional Republic 	Federal government of the constitutional republic		
21) What does ONU stand for? (can you remember it in English?)
	Operazione delle Nazioni Unite	Organizzazione delle Nazioni Unite
22) Hillary Clinton is currently:
	lawyer		NY senator	Secretary of State        First lady in USA
23) What is the term of office for a US president?
	3	4	5	6
24) What political party does Obama belong to?
	Democrat	Republican	Liberal		Conservatory 
25)Who are the 2 contendants to the presidency in USA now?
	H.Clinton/Obama	Bush/Obama	Romney/Obama	McCain/Obama
26)  Obama is the first...
	…
27) In the USA, governors are to states what mayors are to… 
provinces 	 cities 	 districts 		counties 		parishes 
28) What is the symbol of the democrats?
	elephant	donkey 
29) When did the US constitution go into effect?
	1492		1776		1789		1860	
30) Who was the 1° president of the USA
	Lincoln	Washington	Jefferson		Adams
31) In which year did the Americans declare independence from the British?
	1504 	 1661 	 1776 	1789 	 1848
32) Who was ML King?
	a US president		a politician	a clergyman	a common citizen 			
33) Kennedy was President during:
	I WW		II WW		the Cold War	the Vietnam War		
34) The civil war in USA: what was the main reason?
	religion	land 	   slavery           	faithfullness to the Mother Country 
35) What is the ‘watergate’?
	scandal	war     a piece of architecture to contain water         geographic zone	
 36) What does ‘Cold’ War mean?
	fought in cold counties	enemies		without real contact	bad
37) 9/11: can you remember the year?
	1997		2000		2001		2004
38) The war to Iraq: when?
	1998		2001		2003		2011
39) EU: how many states?
	6	21	27	47
40) Is Turkey part of the EU? Yes/no
41) Is Romania part of the EU? Yes/no
42) Is UK part of the EU? Yes/no
43) Which one is not a  law-making European institution?
the Council of the EU   The Council of Europe the European Commission the European Parliament 
44) current presidency of the council of the EU?
	Poland	Belgium		Cyprus		Ireland 
45) What does the Council of Europe promote?
	common currency		common laws	common culture	cultural cooperation	
46) What form of government is there in Italy?
Constitutional parliamentary republic	federal parliamentary republic	  constitutional republic	
47) Who is Barroso?
49) What country does not have english as L1?
	Australia	Philippines	Finland		Nigeria
50) What does ELF mean?
51) What does EIL mean?
52) What does ESP mean?
53) What is the second official language in USA?
54) What does plurilingualism mean?

TIPS TO IMPROVE YOUR LANGUAGE SKILLS

Some general suggestions to start:

-Read a lot in English (selecting your sources. You do not necessarily have to read just ESP texts!)
-Look for key terms in texts
-Look for collocations (phrasal verbs, idiomatic expressions, fixed expressions, meaning of words may change according to context)
-Look up in the dictionary for  terms you do not know (before try to guess their meaning)
-Choose carefully your dictionary (not a pocket size!). You may need also a synonyms/antonyms dictionary and a thesaurus. Do not forget the online dictionaries, helpful as quicker to browse and they allow you to listen to pronunciations.
-Reflect on the socio-cultural context in which a test has been written
-take note not only of isolated words, but also of examples, words in context, grammar rules 
-revise your grammar (!)
-Employ the new term as soon as you can (recycle)
-KEEP in mind English is  changing
-Learning a language is a long but exciting journey!











1) Match the following words with their definitions 
Below you find some useful words related to your field of studies. Think about synonyms, ways to express these concepts in your own words in English, and possible translations into Italian. Then check your answers in the vocabulary list given in attachment and fill in the chart (Lexicon of contemporary English, pp.100-155): keep in mind that the list does not follow an alphabetical order, as it is divided according to topics of interest.
(for online students: you can check the meaning on the online dictionaries suggested in PPT 1st lesson).
 
	Republic


	Royalist
	Rule
	Committee
	Reactionary
	Crusade
	Betters
	Mandatory

	Kingdom


	Colonial
	Regime
	Junta
	Policy
	Mutiny
	Social climber
	Mobster

	Sheikhdom


	Democracy
	Premier
	Red tape
	Mandate
	Guerrilla
	Orthodox
	Smuggle

	Federation


	Dictatorship
	Governor
	Protocol
	Poll
	Espionage
	Posh
	Hijack

	Empire 


	Sovereign
	Mayor
	Diplomat
	Campaign
	Ringleader
	Cultivated
	Blackmail

	Protectorate

	Majesty
	Congress
	Embassy
	Enfranchise
	Rank
	Bill
	Dungeon

	Commonwealth

	
	Council
	Statesman
	Ballot
	Bourgeoisie
	Convention
	Extradite


2) Below you find a list of political words, terms and notions in English which are used mostly in (or with reference to) the UK or the USA. 
These are followed by their corresponding definitions in mixed order. Using a bilingual English/Italian dictionary as well as a monolingual English dictionary, you should match each word with the correct definition. (ci sono più definizioni rispetto ai termini, onde evitare la scelta per esclusione)
(slightly modified from last year’s exam practice)

1 Abstentionism 	
2 Democracy 	
3 Manifesto
4 Amendment 
5 Nanny state
6 Appeasement 	
7 Devolution 
8 Nationalisation
9 Backbencher 	
10 Dictatorship 	
11 Nominee
12 Bandwagon effect  
13 Dove 		
14 Opposition
15 Bicameralism 	
16 Easter rising 	
17 Party
18 Bill 		
19 Election 		
20 Primary election
21 Bipartisan 	
22 Election campaign 
23 Privatisation
24 Blockade 		
25 Embargo 		
26 Question time
27 Budget
28 By-election					
29Euroskepticism
30 In recess (ofParliament)
31 Caucus	
32 Polls 
33 Referendum
34 Chancellor of the Exchequer	
35 Filibustering 
36 Shadow
37 Checks and balances
38 Frontrunner 
39 Spin doctor
40 Coalition 
41 Hawk
42 Spoils system
43 Cold War 
44  Hung parliament 
45 Suffragette
46 Commonwealth 
47 Ideology
48 Swing state
49 Conflict of interest 
50Impeachment
51 Think tank
52 Constituency 
53 Incumbent 
54 The troubles
55 Constitution 
56 Iron Curtain 
57 Underdog
58 Convention 
59 Lame duck 
60 Whip
61 Coup (d’état) 
62 Laissez-faire 
63 White paper
64 Frontbencher
65 Speaker (of the House)


-A prohibitory order, forbidding the ships of a foreign power to enter or leave the ports of a country, or native ships to proceed thither, generally issued in anticipation of war. It may also be laid on particular branches of commerce, for fiscal purposes.

-The government or its policies viewed as overprotective or as interfering unduly with personal choice.

-The process or principle of referring an important political question (e.g. a proposed constitutional change) to be decided by a general vote of the entire electorate.

-Hostilities short of armed conflict, consisting in threats, violent propaganda, subversive political activities, or the like; especially those between the U.S.S.R. and the western powers after the 1939-45 war.

-In US politics, an office-holder who is not, or cannot be, re-elected.

-A tendency to have doubts or reservations regarding the supposed benefits of increasing cooperation between the member states of the European Union (and formerly the European Economic Community); opposition to greater political or economic integration in Europe.

-The office or dignity of a ruler who has absolute authority in any sphere of the socio-political organization of a state.

-A person who is chosen to represent a party during an election campaign for a particular office or duty.

-A systematic scheme of ideas, usually relating to politics or society, or to the conduct of a class or group, and regarded as justifying actions, especially one that is held implicitly or adopted as a whole and maintained regardless of the course of events.

-The shutting up of a place, blocking of a harbour, line of coast, frontier, etc., by hostile forces or ships, so as to stop ingress and egress, and prevent the entrance of provisions and ammunition, in order to compel a surrender from hunger or want, without a regular attack.

-A political press agent or publicist employed to promote a favourable interpretation of events to journalists, to improve the image and perception of a politician or a political party among the public. An expert at presenting information or events to the media in a favourable light to gain political benefits.

-An organized course of action designed to arouse public opinion throughout the country for or against some political object, or to influence the voting at an election of members of the legislature.

-A public declaration or proclamation, written or spoken; especially a printed declaration, explanation, or justification of policy issued by a head of state, government, or political party or candidate.

-A situation whereby two or more of the interests held by, or entrusted to, a single person or party are considered incompatible or breach prescribed practice, especially in a situation in which an individual may
profit personally from decisions made in his or her official political capacity.

-A formally constituted political group, usually organized on a national basis, which contests elections and aims to form or take part in a government.

-The choice by popular vote of members of a representative body (in the United Kingdom, chiefly of members of the House of Commons); the whole proceedings accompanying such a choice.

-An alliance for combined action of distinct parties, persons, or states, without permanent incorporation into one body.

-In the UK, the member of the House of Commons who is chosen by the House itself to act as its representative and to preside over its debates.

-The system or body of fundamental principles according to which a nation, state, or body politic is
constituted and governed.

-A barrier to the passage of information, etc., at the limit of the sphere of influence of the Soviet Union.

-A member of a particular party in Parliament whose duty it is to secure the attendance of members of that party on the occasion of an important division, or when specific votes are taking place, especially to guarantee the maximum amount of votes to support the policies promoted by the party in question.

-Referred specifically to the UK, the transfer of some powers from Parliament at Westminster to Scottish and
Welsh assemblies; also, the delegation of certain administrative functions from central government to provincial offices in Scotland and Wales.

-The highest finance minister of the British Government.

-Freely used in political contexts in the 20th century, and since 1938 often used disparagingly with allusion to the attempts at conciliation by concession made by Mr. Neville Chamberlain, the British Prime Minister, before the outbreak of war with Germany in 1939; by extension, any such policy of pacification by concession to an enemy.

-A female supporter of the cause of women’s political enfranchisement, especially one of a violent or ‘militant’ type.

-The accusation and prosecution of a person for treason or other high crime or misdemeanour before a competent tribunal; in Great Britain, it refers to the judicial process by which any man, from the rank of a peer downwards, may be tried before the House of Lords at the instance of the House of Commons. In the US, a similar process in which the accusers are the House of Representatives and the court is the Senate.

-Government by the people, especially in reference to a state or a community in which the government is vested in the people as a whole. The form of government in which the sovereign power resides in the people as a whole, and is exercised either directly by them (as in the small republics of antiquity) or by officers elected by them. In modern use often more vaguely denoting a social state in which all have equal rights, without hereditary or arbitrary differences of rank or privilege.

-In the US, a private meeting of the leaders or representatives of a political party, previous to an election or to a general meeting of the party, to select candidates for office, or to concert other measures for the furthering of party interests.

-Means of limiting or counteracting the wrongful use of administrative power (originally and chiefly referred to the USA). More broadly referred to the political and administrative system of a country or state in which each branch of government has limits because other branches have the right to amend its actions.

-A formal assembly met for deliberation or legislation on important matters, ecclesiastical, political, or social.

-Of representing, or composed of members of, two (political or other) parties. Referring to a consensus across the political spectrum.

-The choice of a parliamentary representative at a time other than that of a General Election.

-The association of Great Britain and certain self-governing nations which were formerly dominions or colonies, together with all her dependencies and theirs, mostly owing allegiance to the British sovereign.

-The tendency to join in what seems likely to be a successful enterprise, to strive to join the winning side, especially when the likely result of an election becomes clear, and efforts are made to get closer to the winning candidate or party to gain personal advantage (e.g. being rewarded with positions of influence).
- Refusing to use one’s vote at elections. Also in more general terms, non-participation in the established political process.

- A political party (or occasionally parties) in a country, state, etc., opposed to the current party in government of the same country, especially the largest or most important of such parties.

-A government publication presented to Parliament, especially one outlining proposed legislation or stating policy to be implemented, usually as a form of consultation of the public at large, to stimulate debate on the issues involved.

-The action of bringing land, property, an industry, etc., under state ownership or control.

-The practice of a successful political party giving government or public offices, etc., to its supporters after an election, removing officials and political figures who had been appointed by the previous governing party.

-The current holder of any political office or authority.

-The body of voters who elect a representative member of a legislative or other public/political body; in looser use, the whole body of residents in the district or place represented by such a member, or the place or district itself considered in reference to its political representation.

-The leading contestant in a political competition, the favourite candidate in an election.

-A period during parliamentary proceedings when MPs may question ministers.

-A research institute or other organization providing advice and ideas on political or commercial problems (both domestic and international), especially to policy-making institutions such as the government or political parties, usually consisting in an interdisciplinary group of specialist consultants.

-A statement of the probable revenue and expenditure for the ensuing year, with financial proposals founded thereon, annually submitted by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, on behalf of the Ministry, for the approval of the House of Commons in the UK. Hence applied to an analogous statement made by the finance minister of any foreign country.

- The removal of regulations and restrictions, especially those fixing prices, (from an industry, etc.).

-To obstruct progress in a legislative assembly, to practise obstruction, e.g. to prevent or at any rate delay and slow down the approval of a law to which a party (especially one in opposition) is strongly opposed.

-In a competition such as an election, the person or party considered to be the weakest and the least likely to win.

-A public election or meeting at which a preliminary selection of delegates or of candidates for office takes place. The resulting winners are most likely to represent the entire party in a subsequent election, as they gain the largest number of votes from the party’s own supporters.

-In the UK, a member of parliament who occupies a seat on the back benches on either side of the house. This conventionally indicates that a member of parliament in question does not have any official position in the government or in one of the opposing parties.

- The transfer of a business, industry, service, etc., from public to private ownership and control.

-A person who is inclined to advocate negotiations as a means of terminating or preventing a military conflict, as opposed to one who is in favour of a hard-line or warlike policy. Mainly used of politicians who can influence party or government policy.

- Advocacy or adoption of a bicameral parliamentary system.

-A period of time in which the proceedings of a parliament, court, or other official body are suspended or adjourned.

-A sudden and decisive change of state policy, especially a sudden and great change in the government carried out violently or illegally to overthrow the legitimately elected administration.

- The alteration of a bill before Parliament. Hence it refers concretely to a clause, paragraph, or words proposed to be substituted for others, or to be inserted, in a bill.

-Any of various rebellions, civil wars, and unrest in Ireland, especially in 1919-23 and in Northern Ireland since the early 1970s due to socio-political tension with the central British political authority, partly based on religious grounds.

- A phrase expressive of the principle that government should not interfere with the action of individuals, especially in industrial affairs and in trade.

-Used in the title of important members of the main opposition party to designate politicians nominated as counterparts of members of the government in power holding cabinet or other offices, whose role consists in monitoring the activity of cabinet ministers on specific political areas.

- A person who tends to advocate a hard-line or warlike policy, used especially to refer to politicians who can direct party or government policy.

- An unofficial poll in which people leaving a polling station are asked how they have voted, used in predicting the result of an election.

- Describes an elected body or assembly in which no political party has an overall majority.

- In the UK, an occupant of a front bench in Parliament, i.e. a leading member of the Government or Opposition.

- The draft of an Act of Parliament submitted to the legislature for discussion and adoption as an ‘Act.’

-Refers to a state in the US in which both candidates in a Presidential election have a reasonable chance of winning, because electoral support is almost evenly divided. The outcome of the election is extremely difficult to predict in advance and remains uncertain until the official results are announced.
- Refers to the Republican insurrection in Ireland against British government, which began on Easter Monday, April 24, 1916, in Dublin.


3) Match the following idiomatic expressions referred to politics to their definitions below (try to guess their meaning first, then look for definitions in the dictionary or from online dictionaries/sources):
-Body politic
-Carpet bagger
-Casting vote
-Dog-whistle politics
-Economical with the truth
-Fifth columnist
-Fourth estate
-Get on your soapbox
-Greasy pole
-Gunboat diplomacy
-Megaphone diplomacy
-On the stump
-Politically correct
-Pork barrel
-The ayes have it
-Toe the line
-Wedge politics
-You can't fight City Hall
Definitions:
-When politicians are campaigning for support and votes, they are on the stump.
-Pork barrel politics involves investing money in an area to get political support rather than using the money for the common good.
-Things or people that are politically correct use language that will not cause offence.
-If negotiations between countries or parties are held through press releases and announcements, this is megaphone diplomacy, aiming to force the other party into adopting a desired position.
-If someone toes the line, they follow and respect the rules and regulations.
-(USA) In wedge politics, one party uses an issue that they hope will divide members of a different party to create conflict and weaken it.
- (AU) When political parties have policies that will appeal to racists while not being overtly racist, they are indulging in dog-whistle politics.
-If a nation conducts its diplomatic relations by threatening military action to get what it wants, it is using gunboat diplomacy.
-This is an idiomatic way of describing the media, especially the newspapers.
-This phrase is used when one is so cynical that one doesn't think one can change their Representatives. The phrase must have started with frustration towards a local body of government. -If the ayes have it, those who voted in favour of something have won.
-A group of people organized under a single government or authority (national or regional) is a body politic.
-A carpetbagger is an opportunist without any scruples or ethics, or a politician who wants to represent a place they have no connection with.
-The casting vote is a vote given to a chairman or president that is used when there is a deadlock.
- (UK) If someone, especially a politician, is economical with the truth, they leave out information in order to create a false picture of a situation, without actually lying.
- (UK) A fifth columnist is a member of a subversive organization who tries to help an enemy invade.
-(UK) The greasy pole is the difficult route to the top of politics, business, etc.
-If someone on their soapbox, they hold forth (talk a lot) about a subject they feel strongly about.
4) Explain the following Italian expressions/issues in English (if you cannot find the exact words to express your thoughts, make use of periphrasis – change the word order, the syntax, make use of synonyms - or look for extra information on the web, or on mono-bilingual disctionaries). Please, try to paraphrase and use your own words when explaining, and cite your references. You cannot just translate these expressions (which is, in most cases, useless). You need to explain them, pretending foreign people need to understand you.

-governo tecnico					-auto blu			-riciclaggio
-mani pulite						-senatore a vita		-esodati
-questione meridionale				-recessione			-primarie
-referendum

5) Collocations are frequent combinations of words.
Fill the gaps looking for the nouns given (e.g. ‘politics’), but do not read only its definition, rather look for examples suggested in the dictionary providing the context of use. Complete each sentence with a verb from the left and a noun from the right. You may need to
change the form of the verb to make it appropriate to the construction and meaning of the sentence.
You can check the results also here: http://oxforddictionary.so8848.com/
1 They __________    ______________  in the hope of changing society.
2 With a week to go until polling day, the Conservatives are still ________ ______________
3 The general election _________ gets _______________ today.
4 The opposition has accused the government of____________ the ________

5 The government denied that it had __________ the union with an ______________


	1st gap

	2nd gap

	campaign
	in the polls

	behind
	election

	present
	ultimatum

	go into
	politics

	rig	
	underway




6) Metonymy
Explain what these metonymies refer to:

	place
	Person/role

	The White house
	

	10 Downing Street
	

	Wall Street
	

	Buckingham Palace 
	

	Montecitorio
	

	Palazzo Chigi
	

	Brussels
	




7) Try to explain in your own words the following expressions. Then find a synonym
Bloodshed
Manipulation
Spin doctor
Claptrap
Launching an attack
Win hearts and minds
Lend a hand
Hands off




8) Fill the gaps with a suitable term from the list below (you can number the gaps)
downloaded on 17-11-2012 and slightly adapted from http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/ej-dionne-the-not-so-hidden-obama-agenda/2012/10/21/a4280792-1ba4-11e2-9cd5-b55c38388962_story.html 
E.J. Dionne Jr. 
Obama’s not-so-hidden second-term agenda
The president does lack a crisp, here’s-my-plan set of____________. What’s less ________is whether this should matter to anyone. Mitt Romney’s five-point plan sounds good but is quite _______ and, upon inspection, looks rather like five-point plans issued by earlier Republican presidential __________. Moreover, Romney has been resolutely unspecific about his tax plans, leading to the understandable suspicion that he’s hiding something politically unsavory, either in the popular deductions he’d have to slash or in the programs he’d have to get rid of.
Obama, by contrast, has been far more straightforward about what he would do about the deficit: He wants a ______________ deal that includes both spending cuts and tax increases. He has put ______________ rather detailed deficit-reduction proposals. […]
But these are responses to what Obama has proposed. To disagree with some of Obama’s specifics is to acknowledge that the specifics exist.
Some dismiss what an Obama ________ term might achieve by claiming that it will be mainly concerned with consolidating his _________ -term accomplishments. If these had been trivial, that might be a legitimate criticism. […]
The president has also been _________ that he wants to take on immigration reform. The question always asked is: Why should we think he’ll do it in a second term when he didn’t do it in the first? The answer is that if Obama is _______, it will be in no small part because he overwhelms Romney among Latino voters who have stoutly rejected the Republican’s “self-deportation” ideas. It’s possible that Republicans will cooperate on immigration reform simply because they don’t want to keep losing elections by getting clobbered in Latino precincts. And Obama will know that he has an electoral ___________ to pay.
Republicans have been relentless in attacking the clean-energy projects Obama has financed. If Obama _________, the president will have reason to say that clean energy won, too, and push ahead. And in one of the best articles on what Obama might do in a second term, the New Yorker’s Ryan Lizza observed in June that Obama’s campaign statements — to that point, at least — suggested he would like to take another shot at legislation to address ________ change.
Obama speaks incessantly about _____________ the country’s infrastructure. He also stresses the _____________ of retooling both our education system and the way we train people for well-paying jobs. One can imagine a comprehensive ___________, jobs and investment program being a high priority in a second Obama term. And you can bet he will join efforts to create a new campaign financing system to check the power billionaires and corporations exercise in the world after Citizens United.
There is every reason to _________ that Obama would pull all this together in a more inspiring way. Some of us would like him to be much _________ in addressing income inequality, the huge roadblocks to upward mobility, and the persistence of poverty. But is there an Obama second-term__________? Yes, there is.

1 vague		6 obvious		11 wish			16 wins
2 first			7clear			12 sound bites		17 forward
3 second		8 bolder		13 debt 			18 upgrading
4education		9 reelected		14 climate			19 candidates 
5urgency		10 agenda		15 budget

9) Text analysis
Downloaded  on 14th Nov. 2012 and slightly adapted from 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-20326957
  14 November 2012 
Workers across the European Union are staging a series of protests and strikes against rising unemployment and austerity measures
General strikes in Spain and Portugal halted transport, businesses and schools and led to clashes between police and protesters in Madrid. Smaller strikes were reported in Greece, Italy and Belgium, and rallies were planned in other countries. Hundreds of flights have been cancelled in Spain and Portugal. Airlines are recommending passengers check the schedules before setting out to airports. The European Trade Union Confederation has co-ordinated the Europe-wide action. The confederation's Judith Kirton-Darling told the BBC that austerity was not working. "It's increasing inequalities, it's increasing the social instability in society and it's not resolving the economic crisis," she said. Some 40 groups from 23 countries are involved in Wednesday's demonstrations. 'There is just no work'. Unions in Spain and Portugal started strikes at midnight to protest against austerity measures that have combined tax rises with cuts in salaries, pensions, benefits and social services. Marchers came out late on Tuesday in Spain, where 25% are unemployed, the highest rate in Europe. … The usual propaganda war on the day of a general strike is under way. The unions say a large majority of the Spanish workforce are not working. The government says there is a considerable amount of economic activity, given that a strike has been called.  … "I have two sons in my house, one is getting subsidies, the other has been at home for the last three years," said protesting housewife, Paqui Olmo."It is not that he doesn't want to work, there is just no work." In the first reported clashes of the day, picketers and police fought at a Madrid bus depot where demonstrators were trying to stop buses from leaving. There were outbreaks of violence in other Spanish cities, and the interior ministry said more than 30 arrests had been made. The government has played down the strike, saying the electricity grid is registering 80% of its normal usage. But unions claim the operations of several large companies, including Danone and Heineken, have ground to a halt. In neighbouring Portugal, demonstrators took to the streets in the early hours, carrying banners denouncing the European Union, International Monetary Fund and European Central Bank. The so-called troika has bailed out Portugal to the tune of 78bn euros ($100bn; £62bn), and demanded deep austerity measures in return. The BBC's Chris Morris in Lisbon says public transport has come to a virtual standstill, and many schools and public offices are expected to be closed. Police and protesting workers clashed in several Spanish cities. In Italy, unions have called for a series of rolling four-hour strikes through the day which were expected to affect road, rail and air transport. Correspondents said early signs were that the impact had been fairly limited. In Greece, the strike action is the third major walkout in two months. Successive governments have been pushing through deeply unpopular spending cuts and tax rises in order to receive bailout payments from the IMF and EU. Earlier this week, MPs backed a fifth austerity package of salary and pension cuts and labour-market reforms, as well as a stringent budget for next year. The IMF and EU had demanded the measures in return for the next 31.5bn-euro instalment of the bailout. The government, which is being forced into short-term financing in the bond markets, says it needs the bailout to avoid bankruptcy. Athens police said they expected about 10,000 people to protest, which is a relatively small demonstration by the standards of Greece. In France, the CGT union has called for public sector strikes, but there are questions about how many workers will stay away. The strikes are not anti-government, analysts say, but rather a way of showing that workers in France are in solidarity with their fellow-workers elsewhere in Europe. While some Belgian unions have told the BBC they will not be striking, all have expressed solidarity with the day's protests. Protesters are expected in Brussels outside the embassies of Germany, Spain, Greece, Cyprus, Portugal and the Republic of Ireland. And Eurostar has warned of delays or cancellations and advised passengers wanting to travel from London to Brussels not to travel on Wednesday.

Activity:
a) Answer the following questions. You can work with your monolingual, bilingual and web dictionaries/resources. Try to use your own words (i.e. do not copy word by word what you find in the passage or any definitions/information from your sources).
-When did the strike take place?
-were the armed forces involved?
- What did Darling report the BBC about the European situation?
-Is there a high percentage of unemployment in Spain? Find the sentence that supports your answer, then answer using your own words.
-What did the demonstrators try to do to buses in Madrid?
-What happened in Italy?
- IMF stand for…?
-Are French workers protesting against their own government?
b) Find a synonym to the words/expressions underlined in the above text (they were left in the passage so you can read them ‘in context’). First try to infer meaning, guessing it from the context and from your pre-knowledge. Then, You can make use of the monolingual dictionary/dictionary of synonyms-antonyms. Keep in mind that according to the context, the meaning may change.
The article has been copied here on purpose without paragraph divisions: you can try to divide the article into paragraphs (do not forget that each paragraph has to contain a key topic, so it is a unity in its own).


TIPS TO PARAPHRASE AND SUM UP
(PLEASE find in attachment chapter 8 “Paraphrase and Summary” and some other tables and bulleted lists from A.Oshima, A. Hogue, Writing Academic English. Fourth Edition. Pearson Longman, USA. 2005)
(for online students: you can have a look at the tips given in PPT 4th lesson)

A summary is not a mere translation of some paragraphs from the original.
It is a text in its own right, correct, cohesive and coherent, and it should express the overall content of the full passage but in a shorter form (about half the number of words), in an objective way.
Here below a brief  list of steps in order to train on  summaries:

-read it carefully
-skim the text to understand the main topic of the passage
-then scan the text
 -look for the key words/ideas and underline them
- try to divide into paragraphs
-give them a title
-look for ‘contextual’ words
-look for any clusters of words, collocations, fixed expressions, idioms
-look for any double meaning
-see if the writer is neutral of takes parts
-try to guess, infer meaning when possible (you cannot look for any single word!)
-eliminate superfluous info
-list the points you want to take into consideration 
-1st to 3rd person (impersonality is better)
-avoid direct speech
-be objective
-avoid plagiarism
-keep it short but keep the meaning
-rewrite directly in English the main points. Make use of connectors, transistors (as, for example cause-consequence, aim, and/or/but, lists, on the one side,..SEE ATTACHMENT)
-include an opening sentence or short paragraph at the beginning which encapsulates the substance or global contents of the original article.

-read it again in order to see f it is coherent, fluent, correct (also grammatically: see articles, female/masculine, singular/plural, verb tenses, spelling)
-check if your summary is objective enough, otherwise change those words, verbs, expressions that sound too subjective with more objective and impersonal ones.
-add a title to your summary: it has to mirror/evoke the main topic of your summary. It should be short but informative
-check for the word number (it should be more or less half the length of the original)
-keep it simple





10) paraphrase and sum up the following article. Then provide a suitable title for your summary
Downloaded on 15th November 2012 from:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-20217117
Mark Devenport
Lowering the voting age
As millions of Americans prepare to cast their votes for either Obama, Romney or any of the third party candidates who rarely get a mention, Stormont MLAs are deliberating on whether 16-year-olds should get the right to choose their elected representatives. Martin McGuinness told me on Inside Politics last month that the decision to allow 16-year-olds to vote in the Scottish independence referendum should set a precedent for any future border poll. This wasn't exactly a surprise - Sinn Fein has long advocated lowering the voting age.  Apart from the principled argument put forward by Sinn Fein's Megan Fearon on the BBC's Sunday Politics that such an initiative will help young people connect with their politicians, there's another reason why nationalists might favour votes at 16. The latest statistics produced by the Department of Education in May show that the religious breakdown of Northern Ireland's 300,000 school pupils was 51% Catholic, 37% Protestant with the rest defined either as other Christian, non-Christian or no religion. Whilst in these changing times it's dangerous to assume that someone's religion equates to their politics, it's easy to see why nationalists might draw more heart from these statistics than unionists. Which makes it more of a surprise that the Ulster Unionists have decided to support lowering the voting age. Perhaps the UUP was sensitive to all those commentators who used to stereotype the party as a bunch of grey men in grey suits. But now, whilst DUP politicians like Christopher Stalford and Alastair Ross express their opposition to change, the Ulster Unionist Roy Beggs believes giving 16-year-olds a say would help address the "disconnect between the electorate and what is happening in Stormont". It's not an absolute divide between the two unionist parties, as the North Antrim MP Ian Paisley has made no secret of the fact that he is sympathetic to votes at 16. But in general the DUP are against the change, whilst the UUP have now joined the nationalists and Alliance in favour. I discussed Alliance's position on the voting age with David Ford last month. Given his justice portfolio, I asked Mr Ford why politicians who think children don't know right from wrong until they are 12 want them to have the vote at 15, whilst those who believe children should be criminally responsible at 10 don't think they are responsible enough to vote until they are 18.  I'm not sure the Alliance leader solved the conundrum for me, but he did point out that anyone who has raised teenagers will recognise how fast they develop in the four years between 12 and 16. The argument will continue, but it's not just Martin McGuinness who reckons the Scottish referendum decision is a game changer. And in politics, here or in the USA, it's important to recognise when change becomes inevitable.



Activity:
-Try to paraphrase, explain in your own words (in English) the parts of the text which are underlined
-underline the key words
-divide the passage into paragraphs
-give a title to each paragraph
-try to sum up the main idea in each paragraph
-try to understand the writer’s position (if overt or not…)
-sum up the content of the whole passage
-give a title to your summary

11) paraphrase and sum up the following article. Then provide a suitable title for your summary
 Downloaded on 14th November 2012 from:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-20267690 
Nuala McCann
BBC News
The Obama pic that made social media history


The picture that made social media history 
It was a picture that was worth 1,000 words - a photograph of Michelle and Barack Obama, his face etched with emotion, hugging. The caption read: "Four more years." As the four years became a reality for the Obamas in the US elections this week, that photograph made social media history. It was the photograph that President Obama posted on Twitter and Facebook pages just as TV networks announced his victory. "Four more years," his campaign team tweeted and his photo message became the most tweeted and the most liked on Facebook ever, beating the record previously set by teenage singer Justin Bieber. The woman who took the photograph was Scout Tufankjian - a photojournalist who has travelled the world to cover breaking news. But she took the first steps towards a career as a professional photojournalist on the streets of Northern Ireland.  At 18 years of age, she looked at the map of the world and decided that Ireland was for her. "I wanted to go some place where English was spoken, but was cheaper than London," she said. She ended up in Northern Ireland and liked it so much that she came back to study Peace and Conflict Studies. "I settled in Derry and one day I saw photographers covering Lundy Day protests. I just realised then that I could take my pictures and be paid for it. I could be a professional photographer," she said. "That was the moment that I got serious about photography. I went home, I bought a decent camera, I took courses and I started to work." Scout Tufankjian at work on the Obama campaign. Since then, she has covered international stories like the Egyptian revolution and the Haitian earthquake. Back in 2006, she was sent to New Hampshire to cover a book signing by a junior senator from Illinois. She decided to spend two and half years covering what became his winning presidential campaign. "Through sheer chance and pigheadedness, I became the only photojournalist to cover the entirety of the 2008 Obama campaign," she said. She made a book of her photographs, Yes We Can, and got on with her job for Newsweek, Essence, US News & World Report, Le Monde, Newsday and The New York Times. The latest Obama picture was taken in Dubuque, Iowa, on 15 August. "Iowa is always a pretty special place for the Obamas, since Iowans were really the first people outside of Chicago to embrace the Obama candidacy, and we had been on a bus tour for three days," she said. "This was the first event the First Lady had been at and they hadn't seen each other for a few days." For Scout, the Obamas are inspirational. "I find their relationship to be totally inspirational in terms of the respect they have for each other, so I always try to focus on them as a couple, rather than as public figures."I am recently married but when I was dating, I used to ring my boyfriend and ask; 'Do you love me as much as Barack loves Michelle?'". When she heard that the US President had tweeted her picture and that it had broken social media records, she was surprised and shocked. "It is not really about my picture," she said. "It is about how people feel about the Obama family." But it was good moment for her. Now she will turn her attention to going wherever the big stories are, which can mean danger. "My parents prefer the Obama coverage to the Egyptian revolution," she joked. She is passionate about her job as a photojournalist which has been her life for 13 to 14 years. "I feel connected to people and the way they live their lives. This gives me a window into people's lives and I have been so fortunate that they have welcomed me in. "I show up on the worst days of people's lives and yet they welcome me," she said. Scout also treasures her links to Northern Ireland, where she has returned on several occasions to cover news like the marching season. "I have many friends there," she said. "I owe them a visit, but luckily many of them like to come to me in New York."



Activity
(READ THIS PASSAGE CAREFULLY as its content could be part of the oral examination, too)
-explain the underlined words/expressions and find a synonym (before guess, then look for it in the dictionary)
-look for and underline the linkers/connectors/transition markers among sentences/paragraphs, then divide into paragraphs
-highlight the key words
-can you trace the writer’s point of view?
-what is the tone we get from this passage?
-sum up the text and give a title to your summary

12) Sum up and provide a title for your summary
Downloaded on 27th November 2012and slightly adapted  from: La Repubblica http://www.repubblica.it/politica/2012/09/28/news/monti_bis_ipotesi_che_piace_poco_se_vuole_si_presenti_a_elezioni-43458303/ (28 settembre 2012)
Do not forget that your hypothetical readers are non-Italians: you need to explain any expression/concept which is strictly connected to the Italian context, when it could sound too vague.

Monti bis, ipotesi che piace poco "Se vuole, si presenti a elezioni"L'idea di un secondo mandato al professore solleva un coro di voci contrarie da parte di chi, come Bersani e Di Pietro, non vede l'ipotesi accettabile senza ricorrere alle urne. Berlusconi non si sbilancia. Marchionne: "Sarebbe passo avanti per Paese". Ok anche dalla Germania: "Merkel lavora bene con il premier"

ROMA - Il giorno dopo la dichiarazione di Mario Monti, che ieri davanti all'Assemblea generale dell'Onu, si è detto disponibile ad aiutare il Paese ... aprendo la strada alla possibilità di un secondo mandato alla guida del governo, continuano ad arrivare le reazioni all'ipotesi di un Monti-bis.
No in nessun caso. Non è affatto d'accordo con questa idea il leader del Sel, Nichi Vendola: "È un'ipotesi che io contrasto. Dire 'se servo' significa immaginare altri scenari di crisi economica", ha detto il presidente della Puglia ai microfoni di Radio 24. Il governatore critica la strategia di Monti per uscire dalla crisi: "Fa politiche che stanno peggiorando la situazione di crisi economica del Paese, perché stanno spingendo l'Italia verso una recessione ancora più buia e profonda. Come avviene in tutta Europa e ovunque si pensa di rispondere alla crisi tagliando il welfare, tagliando i diritti dei cittadini, tagliano i servizi sociali". Un'"umiliazione per la politica" sarebbe, per il sindaco di Firenze, Matteo Renzi, un secondo mandato al professore, e ha escluso, se lui vincesse le elezioni, di farsi da parte per un nuovo esecutivo retto da Monti, anche in eventuali condizioni finanziarie e internazionali particolarmente gravi. Con le dichiarazioni su un possibile Monti-bis, Renzi ritiene che il presidente del Consiglio abbia "inteso dare un segnale ai mercati o ai partiti, probabilmente ad entrambi, ma propendo per la prima ipotesi. In un momento che sembrava crescere l'instabilità, con quanto accade in Spagna e in Grecia, Monti ha voluto dare un segnale. Dopodiché - ha continuato Renzi - il presidente del Consiglio, comunque si chiami, lo devono scegliere i cittadini".
Mai senza elezioni. "In una democrazia l'idea che qualcuno voglia governare il Paese senza chiedere l'autorizzazione ai cittadini di poterlo fare, esiste solo nelle dittature o nei paesi nei quali i cittadini vengono considerati di serie B", commenta il leader dell'Idv, Antonio Di Pietro, a proposito di un secondo mandato al professore. ''Per questa ragione - ha proseguito Di Pietro - diciamo a Monti che se vuole governare si candidi e ai cittadini diciamo di non votarlo''. Anche il segretario della Lega, Roberto Maroni, è contrario a un Monti bis, ma aggiunge "che chiunque può aspirare a fare il presidente del Consiglio, in democrazia però si passa dalle elezioni. Non potrà più succedere, non deve più succedere - ha aggiunto Maroni - che ci sia qualcuno che viene pescato dal mazzo e mandato lì da non si sa chi. Il popolo è sovrano - conclude Maroni-. Monti vuole candidarsi? Si presenti alle elezioni e vediamo il popolo sovrano che deciderà''. La stessa posizione è condivisa dal segretario del Pd, Pier Luigi Bersani, che a Repubblica ha dichiarato: "Non possiamo vivere nell'eterna emergenza. Dobbiamo ritrovare la normalità. Altrimenti il vero rischio è dare per scontato che la politica non è in grado di offrire soluzioni". E ha aggiunto: "Monti è una risorsa del Paese. Ma se vuole continuare senza maggioranza politica, gli dico che non è possibile. Questo è il punto basico, tutto il resto viene dopo".
Né sì né no. Resta in bilico Silvio Berlusconi, che non apre a un Monti bis, ma nemmeno sbarra la strada. ...
Segnale di rassegnazione. Sembra che il Paese non sia capace di costruire alternative diverse a Monti per uscire dalla crisi, secondo il segretario generale della Cgil, Susanna Camusso: "Il Paese deve tornare a una situazione di normalità, bisogna presentarsi con dei programmi e farsi votare. I cittadini devono poter scegliere", ha aggiunto il rappresentante sindacale a margine del corteo per lo sciopero dei servizi pubblici a Roma. "Sarebbe un messaggio di rassegnazione, non una prospettiva di cambiamento. Noi abbiamo bisogno di cambiamento".
Le voci a favore. Un governo Monti-bis "sarebbe un passo avanti per il Paese. Darebbe credibilità e toglierebbe molta incertezza", è la posizione dell'amministratore delegato della Fiat, Sergio Marchionne al Salone dell'Auto di Parigi. "La conferma di Monti avrebbe un grande valore - ha spiegato Marchionne - in termini di credibilità internazionale. Giro il mondo come una trottola e vedo la reazione degli altri Capi di Stato: la reputazione che il Paese ha grazie a Monti è anche maggiore di quella che si merita. La continuità di gestione è importante. La scelta è ovviamente sua, ma aiuterebbe moltissimo tutti quelli che fanno industria nel Paese". Il Monti bis è una delle possibilità, secondo il presidente di Confindustria, Giorgio Squinzi. Ma al di la dei nomi all'Italia serve un governo solido, affidabile e di gente credibile e che abbia una base politica. Ieri entusiasta all'idea di Monti ancora a capo di Palazzo Chigi si era espresso il leader dell'Udc, Pier Ferdinando Casini: "Le liste che presenteremo alle elezioni chiederanno agli italiani di richiamare Monti in servizio effettivo permanente dopo le elezioni". "Siamo vicini a qualsiasi soluzione possa favorire un adeguato e rapido superamento della crisi", ha risposto monsignor Crociata, segretario generale della Cei, a chi gli chiedeva di esprimere un parere sull'ipotesi di un Monti bis. "Siamo preoccupati - ha continuato nella conferenza stampa conclusiva dei lavori del Consiglio episcopale permanente -, ma auspichiamo una coesione accresciuta tra chi ha a cuore il bene del Paese".
...
Anche Berlino dà l'ok. Alla Germania, invece, l'idea di Monti ancora a capo del governo italiano non dispiace: il portavoce di Angela Merkel, Steffen Seibert, ha dichiarato che la cancelliera "lavora bene e in stretto contatto con il premier Mario Monti" e anche l'ambasciatore tedesco in Italia, Reinhard Schaefers, ha dichiarato che "la collaborazione tra la cancelliera e il primo ministro è ottima. C'è desiderio da parte tedesca che questo spirito di collaborazione e di cooperazione continui".
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I-Fill the gaps with a suitable term from the list below (you can number the gaps)
downloaded on 18-11-2012 and slightly adapted from http://edition.cnn.com/2012/11/17/politics/obama-asia-trip/index.html?hpt=hp_inthenews
By the CNN Wire Staff (18-11-2012)

Obama Asia trip includes landmark visit to Myanmar
President Obama is on his way to making _________this weekend with a trip to Asia that includes a _______in Myanmar - a first for any American_________.
Obama's three-day ______________to the region also means visits to Thailand and Cambodia, where he will attend the East Asia Summit.
In Myanmar, also known as___________, Obama will "speak to civil society to encourage Burma's ongoing democratic transition," according to the White House. He will ________with President Thein Sein and activist. The trip comes as Myanmar's new reformist president has created a opening for further democracy there. Under Thein Sein, the Myanmar government has _________hundreds of political prisoners in the past year, part of a series of reforms that have followed decades of __________military rule. Western governments have responded to the efforts by starting to ease sanctions put in place to pressure the military__________.
Myanmar authorities have also engaged in peace talks with rebel ethnic groups and allowed Suu Kyi's party, the National League for Democracy, to successfully participate in special _________ for the national parliament in April.
"I think the president's message when he goes is going to be one of welcoming the progress that has taken place, noting the truly historic developments that we've seen over the course of the last year, but also underscoring that more work needs to be done to insure a full transition to civilian rule to ensure a full transition to democracy, and to bring about national_____________," said Ben Rhodes, deputy national security adviser for strategic communications.
Suu Kyi, a democratic freedom activist who spent 15 years under house _________traveled to Washington earlier this year to accept the U.S. Congressional Gold Medal.
She was freed from house arrest two years ago and ___________to the Myanmar parliament this year, a notable moment in the country's ____________history.

	1 political
	6 repressive
	11 elected

	2 elections
	7 history
	12 Burma

	3 released
	8 meet
	13 stop

	4 journey
	9 arrest
	14 president

	5 regime
	10 reconciliation
	15 




II-Free gap filling
downloaded on 28-11-2012 and slightly adapted from http://edition.cnn.com/2012/11/07/world/europe/greece-austerity/index.html?hpt=hp_bn8
By Elinda Labropoulou and Laura Smith-Spark, CNN
November 8, 2012
Greek Parliament approves austerity cuts
Athens, Greece (CNN) -- The Greek parliament early Thursday narrowly ________ a new round of austerity cuts that are required for Greece to receive the next installment of a crucial international economic bailout [...]
The cuts have provoked ire among Greeks furious about the effects of multiple rounds of belt-tightening, which have resulted in _______ to pensions and pay. They have seen unemployment soar to more than 25%. It is Greece's fifth year of recession. As many as 70,000 people took part in the demonstration in Athens' central Syntagma Square, outside the parliament building, according to police estimates. [...]
"Greece has made a big, ___________, optimistic step, a step ________ recovery," Prime Minister Antonis Samaras said after the vote. "Today we made a first important step for which I am obviously happy."
There is a second step needed before Greece can get the bailout funds: Sunday's vote on the 2013 budget. Because it contains many of the measures from Wednesday's vote, it is expected to pass. [...] The austerity bill sets out reforms and fiscal ___________ worth 13.5 billion euros over the next two years. It will raise the retirement age from 65 ________ 67 and cut pensions on average between 5% and 15%.
Some salaries in the public sector will be _________ by about a third, and several bonuses will be scrapped. Some judges must take a 30% pay cut, for example. [...]
The anger in the Greek population _________ the latest round of cuts, which come on top of many others, runs deep. "The measures just never stop. Every time, politicians say they are going to be the ________measures ... they are never the last," Melina Grigoriadou, a 50-year-old married businesswoman with two children, told CNN. [...]
As she looks around in Thessaloniki, Greece's second-largest city, she sees real poverty _________ those who've had their incomes and pensions drastically cut, or suddenly lost their jobs. Despite paying for social security from her wages, getting a doctor's appointment now takes months and medicines are costly, she added. [...]
But if Greece is to stick to the course laid out by the so-called troika -- the European Commission, the European _________ Bank and the International Monetary Fund -- more budget cuts will be _______________, as the country's debt woes are worse than previously believed.
Recent budget projections for the Greek government exceed the worst-case scenarios drawn up by international lenders when they agreed to a bailout, according to a Financial Times report published by CNN. [...]
Although the third coalition member -- the socialist party Pasok -- supports the cuts, individual party members came out against them. Radical leftist party Syriza, bitterly opposed ______ austerity and closely connected to Greek unions, called on its website for Greeks to demonstrate __________ the "rape" of democracy and the dashing of the hopes of the people.
Samaras warned that if the measures didn't pass, international funds ________ not arrive and the nation could plunge into chaos. He pushed for Greece to receive more than the 31.5 billion euros expected in the latest installment "so that there is a significant effect on the real economy."
Greece, and particularly Athens, has seen repeated street _______________ against the austerity measures imposed on the nation, some of which have turned violent.
	1
	6
	11
	16

	2
	7
	12
	17

	3
	8
	13
	18

	4
	9
	14
	19

	5
	10
	15
	20



III- Summarize the following passage and provide a suitable title for your summary
downloaded on 28-11-2012 and slightly adapted from  http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-20214618
5 nov. 2012
Scottish independence: Youngsters quiz politicians on 2014 referendum
The status quo would not be acceptable in the event of Scotland voting no to independence in 2014, politicians have told a TV audience of young people.

Those gathered for BBC Scotland's referendum debate, also heard taxes could rise in an independent Scotland.
The mainly 16 and 17-year-olds quizzed a panel of politicians for an hour.
In the hot seats were the Lib Dem's Willie Rennie, Labour MP Anas Sarwar, SNP minister Angela Constance and Green MSP Patrick Harvie. The panel at the Motherwell Civic Centre event also included Scottish historian and academic Tom Devine.
Last month an agreement was signed by the UK and Scottish governments laying the ground rules for the referendum, due to take place in autumn 2014. One of the deals reached was that 16 and 17-year-olds would be given a vote in the key ballot. A number of that new electorate attended the BBC Scotland-hosted TV debate which was the fourth to take place ahead of the poll.
The young people asked questions on a range of subjects including whether a go-it-alone Scotland would have a separate immigration policy to the rest of the UK and whether in an independent Scotland the country would have its own Olympics team.
Land tax
Asked whether taxes would rise in an independent Scotland, Mr Harvie said he would "certainly like some taxes to rise". He added: "Some of the wealthiest people and some of the biggest corporations in this country are currently getting away with paying very little tax. There are also resources like land - it would be really effective if taxes applied to land instead of something like council tax or business rates."
Mr Rennie said that "taxes might well have to rise" post independence. He added: "Scotland can roughly raise what it spends, but that is with oil at the current price. The oil is not going to last forever, probably another 40 years, and you may have the volatility of the price of oil as well."
Ms Constance said that Scotland more than "pays its way", adding that over the last 30 years the country had contributed £19bn more than it had received back in expenditure.
She went on: "The important thing to acknowledge about taxation is taxation, and the whole basket of taxes that we should be deciding here in Scotland, are economic levers and if we are serious about getting this country back to work we need to be making a whole range of decisions about taxation in response to the economic climate of the time."
However, Labour's Mr Sarwar said that the SNP needed to be honest with its approach on public spending in an independent Scotland. He said: "Let's look at the figures, 9.6% of tax intake is £53bn, 9.3% of spend is £63bn, that is a deficit for Scotland of £10bn. What the SNP are saying is let's have Scandinavian public services but the tax system of Monaco, that is not credible and that is not being honest with the people of Scotland." Mr Devine said that if independence was to introduce a social justice approach, then taxes would have to be increased. He told the gathering: "Some people think we should move in a Scandinavian direction, if we are are going to move in that direction where there is more concern for social justice and support for the disadvantaged in society, then there will almost certainly have to be an increase in taxation in some areas of our country."  
On the question of what would happen in the event of "no" to independence, the majority of the panel agreed that change would be needed.
Scottish Lib Dem leader Mr Rennie believed that a no in the referendum did "not mean no to change". He added that there would need to be more powers for a new federal Scotland.
Youth employment minister Ms Constance said she would accept the "will of the people", but she insisted that the status quo "would not be acceptable" if independence was rejected.
Mr Devine believed that the "established" pro union parties would have to look at devo max solutions and Mr Harvie expressed worries that Scotland might be ignored by the UK political and media classes if an independence vote failed.
Labour's Scottish deputy leader Mr Sarwar said that regardless of the outcome of the referendum, "all of us in the country would come together and work to build a more fairer, prosperous Scotland".
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C1

I can understand extended
speech even when it is not
clearly structured and when
relationships are only
implied and not signalled
explicitly. I can understand
television programmes and
films without too much
effort.

I can understand
long and
complex factual
and literary
texts,
appreciating
distinctions of
style. I can
understand
specialised
articles and
longer technical
instructions,
even when they
donot relate to
my field.

I can expre \
fluently and spontaneously
without much obvious
searching for expressions.
I can use language flexibly
and effectively for social
and professional purposes.
I can formulate ideas and
opinions with precision
and relate my contribution
skilfully to those of other
speake

S

T can expr
myself with
clarity and
precision, relating
to the addre
flexibly and
effectively in an
1red, personal,
style.

I can present clear,
detailed descriptions
of complex subjects
integrating sub-
themes, developing
particular points and
rounding off with an
appropriate
conclusion

I can expre
myselfin clear,
well-structured
text, expressing
points of view at
somme length. I can
write detailed
expositions of
complex subjects
inan essay or a
report, undetlining
what I consider to
be the salient
issues. I can wiite
difterent kinds of
texts ina style
appropriate to the
reader in mind.

B2

I can understand extended
speechand lectures and
follow even complex lines
of argument provided the
topic is reasonably familiar.
I can understand most TV
news and current attairs
programumes. I can
understand the majority of
films in standard dialect.

I can read
articles and
reports
concerned with
contemporary
problems in
which the writers
adopt particular
stances or
viewpoints. I can
understand
contemporary
literary prose.

I can interact with a degree
of fluency and spontaneity
that makes regular
interaction with native
speakers quite possible. [
can take an active part in
discussionin familiar
contexts, accounting for
and sustaining my views.

I can write letters
highlighting the
personal
significance of
events and
experiences.

I can present clear,
detailed descriptions
ona wide range of
subjects related to my
field of interest. I can
explaina viewpoint
ona topical issue
giving the advantages
and disadvantages of
various options.

1 can write clear,
detailed text ona
wide range of
subjects related to
my interests. I can
write an e or
report, passing on
information or
giving reasons in
support of or
against a particular
point of view.





