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Writing about a period in history

1 Choose a time in the history of your
country that interests you and do some
research into the kind of lives people
used to lead then. Try to find out
information about the following topics:

Homes and Food  Health
Pastimes  Education

2 Which period did you choose? Why?
Discuss your findings as a class.

3 Read the text about Britain in the time
of the Tudors. Check new words in
your dictionary. Write in the correct
paragraph headings from Exercise 1.
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106 Unit 10 Things ain’t what they used to be!

LIFE IN TUDOR BRITAIN

The Tudors ruled Britain from 1485 to 1603. Henry VIIl and Elizabeth | were both
Tudor monarchs.

Tudor towns were very small and overcrowded. The cobbled streets were narrow,
filthy. and very unhealthy. Few people lived to be older than 40, and children often
died before they were five. Open sewers carried the filth to the nearest river, rats and
flies thrived. spreading diseases such as typhus and plague.
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The rich lived in mansions in the countryside. These were very big with up to 150
servants. They had a great many chimneys because so many fires were needed to
keep the vast rooms warm. and to cook the food for their huge feasts, which
consisted of up to ten courses. They would regularly eat venison, blackbirds, and larks
but rarely had potatoes because although explorers such as Sir Walter Raleigh had
brought them to Britain, they were not, as yet, grown very frequently by British
farmers. Honey was normally used to sweeten food: sugar was only rarely available,
but when they did have it. they put it on all their food, including meat! The poor
never had sugar or potatoes and seldom ate meat. They would occasionally catch
rabbits and fish but most of the time they ate bread and vegetables such as cabbage
and turnips.
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Poorer children never went to school. Children from better-off families had tutors to
teach them reading and French. However. boys were often sent to schools which
belonged to the monasteries and there they would learn mainly Latin in classes of
up to 60 boys. The school day went from dawn until dusk. and the schoolmasters
would frequently beat their pupils.
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The rich used to go hunting to kill deer and wild boar for their feasts. They also
enjoyed fencing and jousting contests. The poor watched bear fighting and also
played a kind of football where they jumped on each other. often breaking their
necks and backs. There were some theatres and people enjoyed watching plays,
particularly those of a young playwright called William Shakespeare.
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[image: image2.jpg]HISTORY AND POLITICS

HISTORY
a Read the text. Number the pictures 1-6.

The Battle of Hastings

This battle, which took place in 1066, is one of the
most famous events in British history. The English
King, Edward, had died, and Harold had been
crowned /kravnd/ King of England. The real

heir /ea/ to the throne, however, was the Frenchman,
William of Normandy. William decided to invade
England to claim his kingdom. He crossed the
channel with an army of about 5,000 soldiers
/'sould3ez/ and landed near Hastings on the south
coast.

On 14th October the armies fought a terrible battle
which ended when Harold was killed by an arrow in
his eye and the English soldiers ran away. He was the
last Anglo-Saxon king of England. William,
afterwards known as ‘the Conqueror’ became the
next King and reigned /remd/ for 20 years. This
explains the large number of ‘imported’ French
words in the English language, such as government,
parlmment, and royalty
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b What do the words in bold mean? Underline the
stress. Practise saying them.

| Vocabulary Builder 8

¢ Read and complete the gaps. Underline the stress.

arms
monarchy revolution rule

Civil War executed leader

surrendered

defeat dictator

The English Civil War

In 1642 Charles I was the king of England, but he argued
with his parliament, who questioned the absolute power

ofthe! . The result was the English
2 » which divided the country in two. The
King’s forces had more money and 3 ,but

the Parliamentary army had a better *

Oliver Cromwell. The war lasted four years and ended
in victory for parliament and 5 for the
King, who ¢ in 1646. King Charles was
sentenced to death and 7 in January 1649
when his head was cut off with an axe. Cromwell
became Lord Protector, a kind of 8 ,and
his? was one of the strictest in English
history. Cromwell died in 1658 and the 10

ended in 1660, when the monarchy was restored and the
King’s son was crowned Charles II.

d Say what you remember, A about the Battle of Hastings,
B about the English Civil War.

POLITICS

a Write USA, UK, Both, or Neither.
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There is a Prime Minister (PM) but not

a President.

There are 659 Members of Parliament (MPs).
There are two houses of Congress:

the Senate and the House of Representatives.
There are only two main political parties.
Government policy has to be approved by

the queen.

The left-wing party is called the Labour party.
The right-wing party is called the

Republican party.

Itis a republic.

There is a Royal Family.

The government is a dictatorship.

All citizens who are over 18 can vote.

It is a multi-ethnic society.

Elections are held every three years.

Some regions have autonomous government.

b Underline the stress. Practise saying the words.

¢ Which sentences are true for your country?
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