YOUNG LEARNERS
CHILDREN FROM THE FIRST YEAR OF FORMAL SCHOOLING (FIVE OR SIX YEARS OLD) TO ELEVEN OR TWELVE YEARS OF AGE.

NOT ONLY THE AGE BUT ALSO CHILDREN’S MATURITY COUNTS IN THE CLASSROOM.

FACTORS WHICH INFLUENCE CHILDREN’S MATURITY:

· THEIR CULTURE

· THEIR ENVIRONMENT (CITY OR RURAL)

· THEIR SEX

· THE EXPECTATIONS OF THEIR PEERS AND PARENTS

CHILDREN’S CIRCUMSTANCES, ATTITUDES AND INTERESTS SHOULD BE CONSIDERED WHEN WE CHOOSE THE APPROACH AND TYPE OF ACTICITY. 
PRIMARY EDUCATION

THE YEARS AT PRIMARY SCHOOL ARE VERY IMPORTANT IN CHILREN’S INTELLECTUAL, PHYSICAL, EMOTIONAL AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT.

THEY PROGRESSIVILY ACQUIRE SKILLS NECESSARY TO LIVE IN THE SOCIETY THEY BELONG TO.

MANY OF THESE SKILLS ARE INTERDEPENDENT, AND IF ONE HAS NOT BEEN SUFFICIENTLY DEVELOPED, THE ACQUISITION OF ANOTHER MAY BE IMPEDED.

EXAMPLES:

CHILDREN UNABLE TO IDENTIFY THE ODD SHAPE IN THE FOLLOWING GROUP WILL HAVE DIFFICULTY IN DISTINGUISHING THE LETTERS b, p AND d.

IF AN OLDER CHILD IS UNABLE TO DISSOCIATE HIM - OR HERSELF FROM THE HERE AND NOW, AND TO PROJECT AND ENTER INTO IMAGINARY WORLDS, HE OR SHE WILL FIND IT DIFFICULT TO MAKE DEDUCTIONS FROM EVIDENCE, TO APPLY HIS OR HER EXPERIENCE TO OTHER SITUATIONS, OR TO ACCEPT THAT THE WORLD HAS NOT ALWAYS BEEN AS IT IS NOW.
ON THE PHYSICAL SIDE, CHILDREN NEED TO DEVELOP BALANCE, SPACIAL AWARENESS, AND FINE CONTROL OF PARTICULAR  MUSCLES IN ORDER TO PLAY SPORTS OR PERFORM EVERYDAY ACTIONS SUCH AS DRESSING THEMSELVES, COLOURING, DRAWING AND WRITING. 

SOCIALLY, CHILDREN NEED TO DEVELOP A SERIES OF CHARACTERISTCS TO BE ABLE TO FIT INTO ( TO BE IN HARMONY WITH) THE SOCIETY THEY LIVE IN, TO BECOME AWARE OF THEMSELVES IN RELATION TO OTHERS, TO SHARE AND COOPERATE, AND TO BE ASSERTIVE ( AUTHORITATIVE) WITHOUT BEING AGGRESSIVE.
CHILDREN NEED TO LEARN HOW TO LEARN. THEIR EDUCATION AND LEARNING SHOULD NOT BE CONFINED TO THE LIMITS OF THEIR CLASSROOM, TEXTBOOX AND TEACHERS. WE SHOULD HELP THEM TO ACQUIRE SKILLS AND INDEPENDENCE TO BE ABLE TO CONTINUE LEARNING OUTSIDE AND BEYOND THE SCHOOL.

IMPLICATIONS:

· TO BE ABLE TO ACCEPT CRITICISM AND BECOME SELF-CRITICAL.

· TO BE AWARE OF HOW THEY LEARN.

· TO EXPERIMENT WITH DIFFERENT LEARNING STYLES.

· TO ORGANIZE THEIR WORK.

· TO BE OPEN AND INTERESTED IN ALL THAT SORROUND THEM.
CONSEQENCE: LANGUAGE TEACHERS NEED TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE EDUCATION OF THE WHOLE CHILD WHEN PLANNING THEI TEACHING PROGRAMME.
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