SPEAKING 
WHAT CHILDREN LOVE:

· HAVING LITTLE CONVERSATIONS

· SING SONGS 

· LEARN SHORT PHRASES

MUSIC AND RHYTHM ARE MORE APPRECIATED AND CHILDREN CAN LEARN A CHANT OR A SONG BETTER THAN A SPOKEN TEXT.

SONGS AND CHANTS ARE VERY USEFUL TO TEACH STRESS PATTERN AND RHYTHM OF ENGLISH AND IT IS EASIER FOR CHILDREN TO PRODUCE A  NATIVE-LIKE PRONUNCIATION.

BUT WHY SPEAKING IS  SOMETIMES CONSIDERED A DIFFICULT SKILL TO TEACH?

LEARNERS HAVE TO MASTER MANY DIFFERENT ELEMENTS OF LANGUAGE IN ORDER TO SAY WHAT THEY WANT:

· VOCABULARY

· PRONUNCIATION

· STRUCTURES

· FUNCTIONS AND SO ON

WHAT TO DO?

WE CAN START TEACHING SHORT, SET  PHRASES, SUCH AS EVERYDAY CLASSROOM LANGUAGE ( GREETINGS, REQUESTS e.g.: ‘What’s your favourite animal?’). IT HELPS TO GET THE CHILDREN USED TO THE SOUND, FEEL AND RHYTHM OF THE LANGUAGE. THEREFORE CHILDREN ARE NOT WORRIED ABOUT HOW TO FORMULATE WHAT THEY WANT TO SAY. 

AS THEY GET OLDER THEY BECOME BETTER ABLE TO USE AND MANIPULATE THE LANGUAGE, AND TEACHERS CAN ADD LESS CONTROLLED ACTIVITIES SUCH AS STORYTELLING (FOR EXAMPLE 2.5 ‘THE THREE LITTLE PIGS’) OR INFORMATION GATHERING ( FOR EXAMPLE, 2.6 A QUESTIONNAIRE ON HEALTH).

DON’T FORGET!

CHILDREN NEED TO SEE THE REASON FOR DOING THE ACTIVITY

FOR EXAMPLE:

TO COMPLETE A POSTER

TO FIND INFORMATION TO MAKE A GRAPH

TO PUT ON A PERFORMANCE

THE FINAL PRODUCT IS AN IMPORTANT MOTIVATING FACTOR

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN THE CHILDREN, IN MONOLINGUAL CLASSES, DON’T HAVE ENGLISH NECESSARY TO DO THE TASK?

THEY ARE VERY FRUSTRATED

WHAT TO DO THEN?

1. CHOOSE TASKS THAT ARE WITHIN THEIR CAPABILITIES AND MAKE IT VERY CLEAR  WHEN THEY CAN AND CANNOT SPEAK THEIR OWN LANGUAGE .

2. GIVE THE CHILDREN THE OPPORTUNITY TO RELAX AT THE END OF A TASK (JUST FEW MINUTES TO USE THEIR OWN LANGUAGE) AND THEY WILL RESPECT THE RULES BETTER.

SPEAKING ACTIVITIES

2.1 SIMPLE SPEAKING ACTIVITIES

· FIND YOUR PARTNER

· WHICH ONE IS IT?

· HIDE AND SEEK

· MIME AND GUESS

2.3 A CLASS SURVEY- FAVOURITE SPORTS

2.5 THE  THREE LITTLE PIGS – A STORY BUILD

2.6 A QUESTIONNAIRE ON HEALTH

2.3 A CLASS SURVEY

GRID 1

	SPORT

(MOTHER TONGUE)
	SPORT

	CALCIO

PALLACANESTRO

PALESTRA

ATLETICA

…
	FOOTBALL

BASKETBALL

GYM

ATHLETICS

…


GRID 2

	SPORT
	HOW MANY?
	TOTAL

	FOOTBALL

BASKETBALL

GYM

ATHLETICS

…
	
	


2.5 THE THREE LITTLE PIGS

VOCABULARY TO BE PRE-TAUGHT

NOUNS:                     VERBS:
WOLF                         BLOW

STRAW                      BUILD

WOOD                        RUN

BRICKS

2.6 A QUESTIONNAIRE ON HEALTH

WHAT CAN WE DO TO BE HEALTHY? 

	EAT FRUIT                           DON’T SMOKE          DO SPORT
DRINK MILK                 SLEEP                DON’T WATCH TOO MUCH TV
EAT VEGETABLES
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