HOW TO LEARN TO READ AND WRITE

SECOND LANGUAGE LITERACY IS A COMPLICATED AREA. 

WE SHOULD CONSIDER READING AND WRITING AS LANGUAGE USE FOR EXPRESSING AND SHARING MEANINGS BETWEEN PEOPLE.

THEREFORE LITERACY BECOMES BOTH SOCIAL AND COGNITIVE.






READING BRINGS TOGETHER:

· VISUAL INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN SYMBOLS;

· PHONOLOGIAL INFORMATION FROM THE SOUNDS THOSE SYMBOLS MAKE WHEN SPOKEN;

· SEMANTIC INFORMATION FROM THE CONVENTIONAL MEANINGS ASSOCIATED WITH THE WORDS AS SOUNDS AND SYMBOLS

INTEGRATION OF INFORMATION IN A READING TEXT



       SOUNDS                                                                         SYMBOLS


             SPOKEN                                                                                          WRITTEN

               WORDS                                                                                            WORDS

                                                               CONCEPTS


          DISCOURSE

ALL THREE TYPES OF INFORMATION ARE USED BY FLUENT READERS IN REACHING AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE TEXT, TOGETHER WITH INFORMATION ABOUT THE SOCIAL USES OF THE TEXT AS DISCOURSE.

THE  UNNUTURAL DEMANDS OF LITERACY

· MANY CHILDREN  DO NOT DEVELOP LITERACY SKILLS IN NATURAL WAY

· THEY STRUGGLE TO LEARN TO READ IN THEIR FIRST LANGUAGE

WHY?

WE MUST TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE HISTORICAL CONSTRUCTION OF LITERACY AND THE DEMANDS PLACED ON THE INDIVIDUAL LEARNER TO UNDERSTAND THE REASONS FOR READING PROBLEMS.

THE WRITTEN LANGUAGE FOR VYGOTSKY (1978) = ‘SECOND-ORDER’ MEANING REPRESENTATION.

HE CONSIDERS TWO STAGES BETWEEN TALK AND WRITTEN TEXT IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF LITERACY IN SOCIETIES.

DIFFERENT SOCIETIES HAVE PRODUCED DIFFERENT WAYS OF WRITING DOWN TALK:

· ENGLISH USES AN ALPHABETIC SYSTEM;

· ARABIC USES AN ALPHABETIC SYSTEM BUT WITH A DIFFERENT DIRECTION:

· JAPANESE USES A SYLLABIC SYSTEM, WITH A SYLLABLE AS A UNIT, AND A LOGOGRAPHIC SYSTEM, IN WHICH SYMBOLS REPRESENT MEANING DIRECTLY.

THE WRITTEN FORM OF LANGUAGE DEVELOPS, OFTEN OVER CENTURIES, AS A TOOL TO REPRESENT THE SPOKEN LANGUAGE, SO NEW RULES AND CONVENTIONS HAVE TO BE RELEARNT BY EACH SUCCESSIVE GENERATION OF CHILDREN.

IN THE CASE OF ENGLISH, SOME SPELLING CONVENTIONS DATE BACK TO THE 16TH AND 17TH CENTURIES, OTHERS WERE IMPOSED IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY AND, BECAUSE SPELLING HAS BEEN FIXED WHILE PRONUNCIATION HAS CHANGED, MANY OF THE CONVENTIONS OR RULES OF THE WRITTEN LANGUAGE DO NOT MATCH HOW ENGLISH IS SPOKEN TODAY. (Stubbs 1980)

EX.: THEE= YOU,  HATH = HAS  (1500-1600)

ANOTHER REASON WHY WRITTEN LANGUAGE IS OFTEN MUCH 

LESS NATURAL MUST BE FOUND IN ITS SOCIAL CONTEXTOF USE.


THE WRITER IS MUCH MORE DISTANT FROM A READER THAN IN THE CASE WITH SPEAKING, AND THIS DISTANCE CAN REPRESENT A HIGH DEMAND ON A READER TO CONSTRUCT AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE TEXT. (Reid 1990)
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A WRITTEN TEXT REQUIRES PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE OR SUPPORT THROUGH PICTURES OR DIAGRAMS
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IT REQUIRES THAT LEARNERS USE SPECIFIC SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE ABOUT HOW THE WRITTEN LANGUAGE OPERATES IN PROCESSING TEXT.





IT PROVIDES PEOPLE TO SHARE MEANINGS ACROSS SPACE AND TIME








PAGE  
4

