READING

WHEN CHILDREN SHOULD START TO READ IN ENGLISH?

THERE IS NO EXACTING ANSWER, BUT THERE ARE SOME QUESTIONS  WHICH MUST BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT:

· HOW WELL CAN THE CHILDREN READ IN THEIR FIRST LANGUAGE?

· DO THEY NEED TO LEARN TO READ IN ENGLISH AT THIS STAGE?

· DO THE CHILDREN SHOW AN INTEREST IN READING IN ENGLISH?

· WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO ASK THE CHILDREN TO READ? WORDS? SENTENCES? SHORT STORIES?

GOOD PRACTICE WITH VERY YOUNG CHILDREN:

· READ THEM STORIES ALOUD FROM A PICTURE BOOK;

· SHOW THEM THE WORDS AND PICTURES AS YOU READ (THEY WILL BEGIN TO ASSOCIATE SOUND AND MEANING WITH WRITTEN SYMBOLS)

THE MOST COMMON TYPE OF TASK WHICH CAN ACCOMPANY A READING TEXT:

· COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS (SEE EXAMPLE 1/A)
· TRUE- FALSE QUESTIONS (VARIATION) (SEE EXAMLPE 1/B)
· SORT IT OUT

HOW TO CHOOSE READING MATERIAL:

· ENJOYABLE AND INTERESTING BOOKS

· POPULAR STORIES

· FACTUAL TEXTS WHICH ALLOW TO LINK ENGLISH WITH OTHER SUBJECTS

· AUTHENTIC READING MATERIAL (BOTH FOR THE LANGUAGE CONTENT AND BECAUSE CHILDREN NEED TO LEARN TO INTERPRET NON –LINGUISTIC CUES SUCH AS PICTURES)

· NO BOOKS TOO DIFFICULT LINGUISTICALLY 

· NO ‘BABYISH’ BOOKS (TOO SIMPLE LINGUISTICALLY)

· MAGAZINES WRITTEN FOR YOUNG LEARNERS (NO IDIOMATIC EXPRESSIONS)

SUGGESTION

· BUILD UP A CLASS LIBRARY AND ENCOURAGE THE PUPILS TO USE IT

· GIVE CHILDREN A READING CARD ON WHICH THEY NOTE DOWN THE BOOKS THEY HAVE READ AND THEIR OPINION ON THEM.(SEE BOOK REVIEW)
READING ACTIVITIES

· MAKING GREETING CARDS

· PROBLEM SOLVING

· THE WASHING LINE

· SORT IT OUT

· AT THE RESTAURANT
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