WRITING SKILL
SOME QUESTIONS BEFORE STARTING TEACHING ENGLISH:

· HOW WELL CAN THE CHILDREN READ AND WRITE IN THEIR OWN LANGUAGE?

· DO THEY NEED TO BE ABLE TO WRITE IN ENGLISH AT THIS STAGE?

· DO THEY KNOW THE LATIN SCRIPT?

· DO THEY SHOW AN INTEREST IN WRITING?

· WILL THE ENGLISH SPELLING SYSTEM INTERFERE SERIOUSLY WITH WHAT THEY ARE LEARNING IN THEIR OWN LANGUAGE?

· ARE YOU GOING TO ASK THEM TO COPY OR TO BE CREATIVE?
· ARE YOU GOING TO ASK THEM TO WRITE WORDS, SENTENCES, OR STORIES?

A GOOD PRACTICE TO INTRODUCE ENGLISH:

· LISTENING AND SPEAKING FIRST

· READING

· WRITING

· EVALUATE THE NEEDS AND ABILITIES OF PUPILS

HOW TO START

SOME TIPS:

· INVITE CHILDREN TO DRAW A PICTURE FIRST 

· ASK THEM TO WRITE A SHORT CAPTION FOR IT. THEY CAN COPY WORDS AND SHORT SENTENCES FIRST (USEFUL TO PRACTICE THEIR HANDWRITING AS MUCH AS THEIR ENGLISH)
· WORDS AND SHORT SENTENCES SHOULD REFLECT THEMES CONNECTED WITH THE CHILDREN’S SCHOOLWORK OR DAILY ROUTINES.

· STICK CHILDREN’S WORKS (PICTURES, POSTERS) ON THE WALL IN THE CLASSROOM.

BUT WRITING IS NOT ONLY WRITING DOWN WORDS MECHANICALLY; IT’S SOMETHING MORE, IT INVOLVES:

· BEING CREATIVE

· SPELLING

· GRAMMAR

· PUNCTUATION

· CHOICE OF APPROPRIATE WORDS

· SENTENCE LINKING

· TEXT CONSTRUCTION
AND FOR OLDER CHILDREN:

· HAVING IDEAS ABOUT THE CONTENT

· THE ABILITY TO BE SELF-CRITICAL

· THE ABILITY TO EDIT THEIR OWN WORK

SOME OF THESE SKILLS ARE LEARNT AFTER THE CHILDREN HAVE LEARNT WRITING IN THEIR FIRST LANGUAGE, BUT OTHERS HAVE TO BE TAUGHT EXPLICITLY IN THE ENGLISH CLASS.

CORRECTION 
WE USUALLY CORRECT TWO THINGS:
1. THE TEXT ITSELF: 

· ARE THE IDEAS GOOD?

· ARE THEY PUT TOGETHER IN A WAY WHICH IS EASY TO FOLLOW?

      2.  ACCURACY:

· IS THE ENGLISH CORRECT?
· A CHILD MIGHT INVENT AN EXCELLENT STORY BUT BE UNABLE TO WRITE IT DOWN IN ACCURATE ENGLISH. (IT IS ESSENTIAL TO RECOGNIZE AND PRAISE INVENTIVENESS AS WELL AS PONTING OUT MISTAKES)

HOW TO HELP CHILDREN TO BE SELF-CONFIDENT WHILE WORKING:

· READ THE CHILD’S WRITTEN WORK FIRST FOR ITS CONTENT.

· IF POSSIBLE INVITE THE CHILD TO STAND BY YOU SO THAT YOU CAN MAKE COMMENTS AND TALK ABOUT THE STORY TOGETHER.

· APPRECIATING CHILDREN’S WORK FIRST IS BETTER THAN LOOKING FOR MISTAKES IN ENGLISH.

· WITH OLDER CHILDREN WHO CAN WRITE CONFIDENTIALLY, POINT OUT SERIOUS ERRORS IN THE ENGLISH AND ASK THEM TO WRITE THE STORY AGAIN.
· WITH VERY ADVANCED LEARNERS, DON’T CORRECT THE LANGUAGE, BUT ASK THEM TO TRY TO THINK OF THE CORRECT ENGLISH.

· INVITE YOUR CHILDREN TO WRITE OUT A NEAT VERSION TO BE DISPLAYED.

WRITING ACTIVITIES
4.1 VARIATIONS ON A GAP

4.2 THE OTHER DAY

4.4 SIMPLE POEMS

4.6 STORY WRITING

VARIATIONS ON A GAP (CLASS 4, 5)
PICTURE GAPS
This is my 


  __________________. He likes

_________________and

____________
ADJECTIVE FILL
· CHOOSE OR WRITE A DESCRIPTION : INSERT SEVEN/EIGHT ADJECTIVES WHICH CAN BE EASILY BE CHANGED FOR OTHERS.

· THE CHILDREN READ THE DESCRIPTION AND DRAW A PICTURE OF IT.

· THEY CHANGE THE ADJECTIVES AND DRAW A PICTURE OF THEIR NEW DESCRIPTION.
LAURA GETS UP _____________(early). SHE DRINKS A ______________(warm) CUP OF TEA AND EATS SOME TOAST.

THEN SHE GETS HER ______________(red) SCHOOL BAG. AFTER THAT  SHE GOES TO SCHOOL ON A _________________(blue) BUS.

OPPOSITES
· CHOOSE OR WRITE A TEXT: INSERT SEVEN/EIGHT WORDS WHICH HAVE ‘OPPOSITES’.
· GIVE THE CHILDREN A COPY AND ASK THEM TO WRITE THE OPPOSITES IN THE SPACES BY THE ORIGINAL WORDS.
AN OLD WITCH LIVES IS A ______________(big) COTTAGE IN A WOOD. SHE HAS A _______________(long) NOSE, ____________(brown) EYES AND ________________(black) HAIR.
OTHER WORDS

· CHOOSE OR WRITE A TEXT ABOUT A VERY NEUTRAL PERSON. (INCLUDE DESCRIPTION AND SOME ACTION IN IT)

· THE CHILDREN WORK IN PAIRS OR GROUPS OF THREE.

· ASK THEM TO CHANGE THE TEXT, IMAGINING THAT THE PERSON IS AN ANIMAL (e.g. A LION, A GIRAFFE, A HIPPO…)

· ASK THEM TO READ EACH OTHERS’ TEXTS.

MRS BROWN IS A DOCTOR. SHE IS SHORT AND PLUMP. SHE HAS GOT LONG BLACK HAIR. HER FAVOURITE FOOD IS PASTA.
MRS BROWN IN A GIRAFFE. SHE IS TALL AND THIN. SHE HAS GOT BLOND HAIR. HER FAVOURITE FOOD IS GRASS.

NO GAPS
· CHOOSE OR WRITE A VERY BASIC TEXT THAT CONTAINS NO ADJECTIVES OR ADVERBS.

· GIVE THE CHILDREN A COPY AND GET THEM TO PUT IN ADJECTIVES AND ADVERBS WHERE THEY THINK SUITABLE.
THE COLOSSEUM IS A BUILDING IN ROME. VESPASIAN AND TITUS  BUILT IT IN 1ST CENTURY AD. IT IS A AMPHITEATRE. THE COLOSSEUM WAS THE PLACE WHERE GLADIATORS FOUGHT AND GAMES TOOK PLACE.
ADJECTIVES: BEAUTIFUL, BIG, SPECTACULAR, BRAVE
THE OTHER DAY… (CLASS 4,5)
CHILDREN MUST BE CREATIVE AND USE THEIR IMAGINATION

THE OTHER DAY I WENT TO ____________________________

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

THERE I SAW A _________________________________

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SO I SAID, ______________________________________________

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

IT SAID,’YOU CAN HAVE A WISH.’ THIS IS WHAT I WISHED FOR: _____

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

BUT WHEN MY WISH CAME TRUE, IT WASN’T EXACTLY WHAT I WANTED! INSTEAD, ___________________________________________

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

THEN I WENT HOME AND MY MUM AND DAD SAID TO ME:__________
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SIMPLE POEMS (CLASS 4,5)

· WRITE A POEM ON THE BOARD

· READ IT OUT LOUD TO THE CLASS

WINTER

COLD DAYS

HOT CHOCOLATE

WHITE MOUNTAINS

SOFT SNOW

WARM HOUSES
BEAUTIFUL DECORATIONS

SWEET SONGS
· ASK THEM IF THEY CAN SEE THE PATTERN OF THE LINES AND IF THEY CAN ADD ANY MORE

· TELL THEM THEY ARE GOING TO WRITE A SIMILAR POEM
· GIVE THEM THE TOPIC (THE FIRST TIME IS NECESSARY TO CHOOSE FAMILIAR TOPICS SUCH AS ‘BIRTHDAYS’, ‘OUTSIDE THE WINDOW’. LATER YOU CAN USE ABSTARCT IDEAS ‘POLLUTION’, ‘WHAT MAKES ME HAPPY’…

· GET THE CHILDREN TO CALL OUT ENGLISH WORDS ON THE THEME. 

· WRITE THEM ON THE BOARD AND DIVIDE THEM INTO ADJECTIVES AND NOUNS.

· SHOW THE CHILDREN HOW TO COMBINE AN AJECTIVE AN A NOUN AS IN THE EXAMPLE.

· ASK THEM TO WRITE THEIR OWN POEMS USING THE WORDS ON THE BOARD. (PLAY SOME MUSIC TO CREATE A PLEASANT  ATMOSPHERE)

STORY WRITING (SEE p72)

· FOLLOWING AN EXAMPLE

· STORIES ON THEMES

· BEGINNING, MIDDLE, AND END

· MODERN FAIRY TALES

· STORIES FROM PICTURES AND WORDS

· WRITING SPEECH BUBBLES (PHOTO STORY)

· STORIES FROM PICTURES
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