BACKGROUND TO THE CEF

THE CEF IS A PRODUCT OF DEVELOPMENTS IN LANGUAGE TEACHING SPONSORED BY THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE OVER A PERIOD OF MORE THAN 40 YEARS. (IT BEGAN IN THE LATE 195Os)

WHY EUROPEAN?

THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE  HAS NO CONNECTION WITH THE EUROPEAN UNION.

EVEN IF ITS WORK IS ‘POLITICAL’ IN THE MOST EXTENSIVE SENSE (TO SAFEGUARD THE HUMAN RIGHTS, DEMOCRACY), AN IMPORTANT PART OF WHAT IT DOES IS ABOVE ALL CULTURAL IN NATURE RATHER THAN POLITICAL OR ECONOMIC. 
WHAT IS THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE?
WEB SITE: www.coe.int
CONTINENT’S OLDEST POLITICAL ORGANIZATION, FOUNDED IN 1949. IT NOW GROUPS TOGETHER 45 COUNTRIES, INCLUDING 21 COUNTRIES FROM CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE. IT IS BASED IN STRASBOURG, AND RUN BY THE COMMITTEE OF MINISTERS, ON WHICH ALL MEMBER STATES ARE REPRESENTED.

THE COUNCIL WAS SET UP TO:

· DEFEND HUMAN RIGHTS, PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY, AND THE RULE OF LOW;

· DEVELOP CONTINENT-WIDE AGREEMENTS TO STANDARDIZE MEMBER COUNTRIES’ SOCIAL AND LEGAL PRACTICES;

· PROMOTE AWARENESS OF A EUROPEAN IDENTITY BASED ON SHARED VALUES AND CUTTING ACROSS DIFFERENT CULTURES.
THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE HAS GIVEN A GREAT IMPORTANCE TO THE PROMOTION OF LANGUAGE TEACHING-LEARNING, CONSIDERING IT ONE OF ITS MAJOR PRIORITY AREAS. IT HAS ALSO PROMOTED THE DEVELOPMENT OF INTER-CULTURAL AWARENESS VIEWED AS AN ESSENTIAL PART OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF COMPETENCE IN ANOTHER LANGUAGE OR OTHER LANGUAGES.
FIRSTLY THE COUNCIL FOCUSED ITS ATTENTION ON TEACHING LANGUAGES TO ADULTS IN 1970s. THIS WORK  LED TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF NOTIONAL-FUNCTIONAL SYLLABUSES, THE THRESHOLD LEVEL, AND THE BIRTH OF THE COMMUNICATIVE APPROACH. THE LANGUAGE LEARNT WAS OF IMMEDIATE PRACTICAL APPLICATION IN THE WORLD OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM.

THROUGH THE 198Os THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE WAS INVOLVED  IN A NUMBER OF INITIATIVES TO BUILD ON THE IDEAS INCORPORATED IN THE THRESHOLD LEVEL.  THE WAYSTAGE WAS DEVELOPED AS A LOWER-LEVEL SET OF OBJECTIVES.
IN THE LATE 1980s AND INTO THE 1990s, THE CHANGED POLITICAL SITUATION IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE BROUGHT NEW MEMBER STATES TO BE INVOLVED IN THE AREA OF LANGAUGE LEARNING.
FROM 1989-97  A MAJOR PROJECT CALLED ‘LANGUAGE LEARNING FOR EUROPEAN CITIZENSHIP’ WAS UNDERTAKEN. IT PROVIDED GUIDELINES FOR THE REFORM AND DEVELOPMENT OF LANGUAGE TEACHING IN THE NEW MEMBER STATES.

THE MAIN AIM OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE WAS TO USE EDUCATION IN ITS BROADEST SENSE, INCLUDING LANGUAGE EDUCATION, TO PROMOTE HUMAN VALUES.
THE FORMAL ORIGINS OF THE CEF DATE BACK TO 1991. THE AIM WAS TO PROVIDE A MEANS OF DEVELOPING LANGUAGE TEACHING IN EUROPE BY FINDING A WAY TO COMPARE THE OBJECTIVES AND ACHIEVEMENT STANDARDS OF LEARNERS IN DIFFERENT NATIONAL CONTEXTS.
THE CEF IS A DESCRIPTIVE FRAMEWORK , NOT A SET OF SUGGESTIONS, RECCOMANDATIONS, OR GUIDELINES. 
IT IS NOT DOGMATIC ABOUT OBJECTIVES, ABOUT SYLLABUS DESIGN, OR ABOUT CLASSROOM METHODOLOGY.
AT THE HEART OF THE CEF ARE THE COMMON REFERENCE LEVELS- THE GLOBAL SCALE. THIS IS A BROAD DESCRIPTION OF WHAT A USER OF A LANGUAGE CAN ‘DO’ AT SIX DIFFERENT LEVELS OF PERFORMANCE RANGING FROM ‘BASIC’ (A1 – A2) THROUGH ‘INDIPENDENT’ (B1 – B2) TO ‘PROFICIENT’ (C1 –C2).  THEY ALLOW US TO SPECIFY WHAT DO WE WANT OUR LEARNERS TO BE ABLE TO DO AT A CERTAIN LEVEL.

Global Scale

	Proficient
	C2
	Can understand with ease virtually everything heard or read. Can summarise information from different spoken and written sources, reconstructing arguments and accounts in a coherent presentation. Can express him/herself spontaneously, very fluently and precisely, differentiating finer shades of meaning even in more complex situations.

	User
	C1
	Can understand a wide range of demanding, longer texts, and recognise implicit meaning. Can express him/herself fluently and spontaneously without much obvious searching for expressions. Can use language flexibly and effectively for social, academic and professional purposes. Can produce clear, well-structured, detailed text on complex subjects, showing controlled use of organisational patterns, connectors and cohesive devices.

	Independent
	B2
	Can understand the main ideas of complex text on both concrete and abstract topics, including technical discussions in his/her field of specialisation. Can interact with a degree of fluency and spontaneity that makes regular interaction with native speakers quite possible without strain for either party. Can produce clear, detailed text on a wide range of subjects and explain a viewpoint on a topical issue giving the advantages and disadvantages of various options.

	User
	B1
	Can understand the main points of clear standard input on familiar matters regularly encountered in work, school, leisure, etc. Can deal with most situations likely to arise whilst travelling in an area where the language is spoken.  Can produce simple connected text on topics which are familiar or of personal interest. Can describe experiences and events, dreams, hopes & ambitions and briefly give reasons and explanations for opinions and plans.

	Basic
	A2
	Can understand sentences and frequently used expressions related to areas of most immediate relevance (e.g. very basic personal and family information, shopping, local geography, employment). Can communicate in simple and routine tasks requiring a simple and direct exchange of information on familiar and routine matters.  Can describe in simple terms aspects of his/her background, immediate environment and matters in areas of immediate need.

	User
	A1
	Can understand and use familiar everyday expressions and very basic phrases aimed at the satisfaction of needs of a concrete type. Can introduce him/herself and others and can ask and answer questions about personal details such as where he/she lives, people he/she knows and things he/she has. Can interact in a simple way provided the other person talks slowly and clearly and is prepared to help.
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