THE LITTLE WHITE CAT

LESSON PLAN

(from ‘Storytelling with children’ by Andrew Wright, OUP)
	LEVEL:               

	Elementary

	AGE:                   
	7 to 10



	TIME:                  
	35  minutes



	LANGUAGE:
	Listening and some speaking; have you got…?, have/haven’t;  introductions;  adjectives

	MATERIALS:      
	a large piece of paper (for example, A2) and a thick black felt tip pen.

	PREPARATION:
	1. You must know your story by heart or read it from the text.

2. Learn how to draw a cat, a witch, a chimney sweep and a cottage

	IN CLASS:
	1. Introduce the children to the little white cat and to her parents  and brothers and sisters by drawing them on a large piece of paper (not the board because you can keep the drawing you make on paper and use  it again). Then draw the three witches, the chimney sweep and the cottage. Explain the job of a sweep: he doesn’t sweep the floor (mime), he sweeps the chimney (mime and point to the chimney of the cottage). Tell the children there are six main characters in the story (the little white cat, the cat’s mother, witch 1, witch 2, witch 3, chimney sweep).

2. Divide the children into groups of six or less. If there are fewer children in one of the groups then one child can play two of the six characters, for example, a witch and the sweep. Explain to the children, before you put them in groups, what is going to happen. You are going to tell them a story several times. All they have to do the first time is listen.
The second time they listen and mime the characters.

The third time they listen, act a character, and say some words the character says.

3. First telling: make the story understandable as you can 

through acting and through pictures. The children only listen.

4. Second telling: ask the children in each group to divide the characters between them. They should then introduce themselves to each other. If you wish they can walk around the classroom introducing themselves to other children in the class. Tell them to stand up and to mime their character as you tell the story.

5. Third telling: ask the children to try to say some of the words of their characters as you tell the story. You will have to allow time for the children to do this – basically the children repeat what you say when it is their character speaking. The same character from each group should do their acting and speaking at the same time.


	FOLLOW-UP
	Record the play on CD, and perform it with puppets, with shadow puppets, etc.


	FOLLOW-UP
	Make a book of the story.
Make a CD of the story.


