PRIORITIES FOR TEACHERS OF ENGLISH

· ESTABLISHING A GOOD WORKING RELATIONSHIP WITH CHILDREN, AND ENCOURAGING THEM TO DO THE SAME WITH THEIR CLASSMATES.

· THE TEACHER’S ROLE IS THAT OF A PARENT, TEACHER, FRIEND, MOTIVATOR, CO-ORDINATOR, ORGANISER, FACILITATOR. THE SKILLS FOR THESE ROLES HAVE MORE TO DO WITH UNDERSTANDING CHILDREN’S DEVELOPMENT, CHILDREN’S NEEDS, CHILDREN’S INTERESTS, THE CHILDREN THEMSELVES, THAN WITH EFL METHODOLOGY ALONE.

YOUNG LEARNERS HAVE SPECIFIC LEARNING NEEDS. IT IS NOT SUFFICIENT TO PROVIDE CHILDREN WITH A PROGRAMME OF STUDY WHICH MERELY FOCUSES ON LANGUAGE, OR INDEED ON ANY OTHER ISOLATED SKILL. INSTEAD, IT IS NECESSARY TO OFFER A WHOLE LEARNING SITUATION IN WHICH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT IS AN INTEGRAL  PART OF THE LEARNING  TAKING PLACE, AND NOT THE ONLY END PRODUCT.

· CHILDREN LEARN BEST WHEN THEY ARE INVOLVED, AND WHEN THEIR WORK IS VALUED.

· THEY LEARN BEST WHEN THEY ARE THE OWNERS OF THEIR WORK, WHEN THEY HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXPERIENCE AND EXPERIMENT FOR THEMSELVES.

