TFL TO YOUNG LEARNERS

DEMANDS WHEN TEACHING ENGLISH : NOT TOO EASY, NOT TOO DIFFICULT.

· TO DO A TASK WHICH DEMANDS A SOPHISTICATED CONTROL OF SPATIAL ORIENTATION

· ACTIVITIES PERCIEVED AS CHILDISH OR BELOW CHILDREN’S INTELLECTUAL LEVELS

THE YOUNGER THE CHILDREN ARE, THE MORE HOLISTIC LEARNERS THEY WILL BE.

YOUNGER LEARNER RESPOND TO LANGUAGE ACCORDING  TO WHAT IT DOES OR WHAT THEY CAN DO WITH IT. IN FACT IT IS NOT AN INTELLECTUAL GAME OR ABSTRACT SYSTEM.

ADVANTAGES                                                      DISADVANTAGES


YOUNGER LEARNERS’ ADVANTAGES

THEY ARE:

· GREAT MIMICS

· UNSELFCONSCIOUS

· USUALLY PREPARED TO ENJOY THE ACTIVITIES PREPARED BY THE TEACHER

ALL THESE FACTORS  CONTRIBUTE TO MAINTAIN A HIGH DEGREE OF MOTIVATION AND TO MAKE THE ENGLISH CLASS AN ENJOYABLE, STIMULATING EXPERIENCE FOR THE CHILDREN.
SOME POINTS TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT:

· ACTIVITIES  SIMPLE ENOUGH TO ALLOW THE CHILDREN TO UNDERSTAND WHAT THEY HAVE TO DO;

· A SUITABLE TASK: ACHIEVABLE BUT AT THE SAME TIME SUFFICIENTLY STIMULATING FOR CHILDREN;

· ACTIVITIES LARGELY ORALLY BASED;

· WRITTEN ACTIVITIES USED SPARINGLY.

ACTIVITIES WHICH WORK VERY WELL:

GAMES

SONGS WITH ACTIONS

TASKS THAT INVOLVE COLOURING

CUTTING

STICKING

REPETITIVE STORIES

REPETITIVE SPEAKING ACTIVITIES WITH A COMMUNICATIVE VALUE

EXAMPLE: SONG

WHAT’S THE TIME?

ONE, TWO, THREE, FOUR,    I CAN SAY

WHAT’S THE TIME,    TIME TO PLAY

FIVE, SIX, SEVEN, EIGHT, NINE AND TEN     TIME TO PLAY AGAIN

HIP, HOP, HIP, HOP,    UP AND DOWN

CLAP YOUR HANDS, TURN AROUND

BEND YOUR BODY LIKE A SNAKE       IN A TREE  BY A LAKE

JUMPING, JUMPING, JUMPING ALL AROUND

STAMPING, STAMPING, STAMPING ON THE GROUND…

AS CHILDREN MATURE THEY BRING MORE INTELLECTUAL, MOTOR, SOCIAL SKILLS TO THE CLASSROOM, BUT ALSO A WIDER KNOWLEDGE OF THE WORLD. THEREFORE ALL THESE ELEMENTS CAN BE APPLIED TO THE PROCESS OF ACQUIRING ANOTHER LANGUAGE. 

THE TEACHER IS ASKED TO EXPLOIT CHILDREN’S CAPABILITIES BUT MAKING A LANGUAGE RELAVANT, PRACTICAL AND COMMUNICATIVE.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

DEVELOPMENT OF THE FOUR SKILLS
USE OF A WIDE RANGE OF TOPICS 

(CROSSCURRICULAR ACTIVITIES)

BUT
THE FOCUS SHOULD CONTINUE TO BE ON LANGUAGE AS A VEHICLE OF COMMUNICATION AND NOT ON THE GRAMMAR, THOUGH THE ABILITIY OF OLDER CHILDREN TO MAKE LOGICAL LINKS AND DEDUCTIONS CAN BE EXPLOITED.

FOR EXAMPLE CHILDREN MIGHT WORK ON TASKS IN WHICH THEY DISCOVER FOR THEMSELVES SIMPLE GRAMMATICAL RULES, OR THEIR ATTENTION COULD BE FOCUSED ON THE STRUCTURE OF THE LANGUAGE TO HELP THEM TO FORMULATE AN ‘INTERNAL GRAMMAR’ OF THEIR OWN . (LTL)                                                                                                                                                         

THEY RESPOND TO THE MEANING WITHOUT WORRYING ABOUT INDIVIDUAL WORDS OR SENTENCES.





THEY DO NOT MAKE THE ANALYTICAL LINKS THAT OLDER LEARNERS DO.
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