VOCABULARY AND GRAMMAR
WHAT CAN YOUNG CHILDREN DO?
· LEARN WORDS QUICKLY

· LEARN STRUCTURES SLOWLY

WHY?

· WORDS HAVE EVIDENT, IMMEDIATE MEANINGS

· STRUCTURES ARE LESS USEFUL ( ‘RUBBER!’ ‘CAN I HAVE A RUBBER?’)

· CHILDREN SEEM TO LEARN PHRASES HOLISTICALLY. ‘I’VE GOT’ IS LEARNT AS A SINGLE ITEM ‘IVEGOT’ /aıvgot/, RATHER THAN ANALYSED INTO ITS SEPARATE PARTS.
WHAT DO WE HAVE TO DO AS TEACHERS?

· REPEAT THE SAME STRUCTURES SEVERAL TIMES IN DIFFERENT MEANINGFUL CONTEXTS, USING A VARIETY OF VOCABULARY.

OLDER CHILDREN:

· CAN ANALYSE THE LANGUAGE THEY HEAR AND SEE BETTER AND SEPARATE IT INTO ITS COMPONENT.

· CAN MAKE NEW EXPRESSIONS USING ELEMENTS THEY HAVE ALREADY LEARNT.

IT’S QUITE COMMON LISTENING TO CHILDREN WHO MIX THEIR OWN LANGUAGE WITH ENGLISH TO GIVE MEANING TO THEIR UTTERANCES  ‘CAN I HAVE A TEMPERINO?’

HOW CAN CHILDREN SUCCED IN LEARNING VOCABULARY?

· ILLUSTRATE THE MEANING OF THE WORD, FOR EXAMPLE USE  A PICTURE, AN ACTION, OR A REAL OBJECT.
· LET CHILDREN MEET AND USE THE WORD IN RELEVANT CONTEXT, SO THAT THEY CAN FIX THEM IN THEIR MINDS.

BOTH VOCABULARY AND GRAMMAR NEED TO BE TAUGHT IN CONTEXT AND THE CHILDREN SHOULD ALWAYS TO BE GIVEN PLENTY OF OPPORUNITIES TO USE THE LANGUAGE THAT THEY HAVE LEARNED IN CLASS.

THE RULES MUST BE PUT INTO PRACTICE TO COMMUNICATE
ACTIVITIES
· 5.1 FLASHCARDS IDEAS. AIMS:

· TO PRESENT AND REVISE VOCABULARY
· TO DRILL STRUCTURES AND FUNCTIONS

· TO HELP CHILDREN  RELATE WORDS AND IMAGES

· 5.3 VOCABULARY NETWORKS. AIMS:
· TO PRESENT AND PRACTICE GROUPS OF RELATED WORDS

· TO PRACTICE USING DICTIONARIES

· 5.4 A VERY LONG SENTENCE. AIMS:
· TO ACTIVATE VOCABULARY

· TO ACTIVATE THE CHILDREN’S MEMORY

· TO HAVE FUN

· 5.5 ODD WORDS OUT. AIMS:
· WORD FAMILIES

· TO PRACTICE USING CRITERIA TO DEFINE ITEMS

· 5.8 COLOUR PARSING. AIMS:
· TO LEARN HOW A SENTENCE IS CONSTRUCTED.
ACTIVITY 5.8 COLOUR PARSING

STUCTURE TO FOCUS ON : QUESTIONS WITH ‘LIKE’

COLOURS TO USE:
RED             LIKE, LOVE, HATE (VERBS)

BLUE           I, YOU, HE, SHE, ETC. (SUBJECT PRONOUS)

YELLOW      DO, DOES (AUXILIARY VERBS)

GREEN        PIZZA, COFFEE, TEA, BANANAS, TOMATOES (NOUNS)

IN CLASS:

· DIVIDE THE BOARD INTO TWO HALVES

· ON THE LEFT WRITE SOME WORDS THAT FIT INTO THE SENTENCE STRUCTURE YOU HAVE CHOSEN, FOR EXAMPLE:

	LIKE       DO          YOU

   SHE       LOVE      HATE

DOES     HE   COFFEE    BANANAS
	


· UNDERLINE A VERB IN RED AND INVITE THE CHILDREN TO FIND AND UNDERLINE OTHER ‘RED’ WORDS. DO THE SAME WITH THE BLUE, YELLOW AND GREEN WORDS.

	LIKE       DO          YOU

   SHE       LOVE      HATE

DOES     HE   COFFEE    BANANAS
	


WRITE YOUR MODEL SENTENCE ON THE RIGHT OF THE BOARD AND ASK THE CHILDREN TO UNDERLINE THE WORDS IN THE APPROPRIATE COLOURS.

	LIKE       DO          YOU

   SHE       LOVE      HATE

DOES     HE   COFFEE    BANANAS
	DO YOU LIKE BANANAS?


· SHOW THE CHILDREN HOW TO MAKE OTHER SENTENCES LIKE YOURS, USING THE WORDS ON THE LEFT.

· THEY CAN MAKE SOME OF THEIR OWN, EITHER INDIVIDUALLY OR IN GROUPS.

· ASK THE CHILDREN TO TELL YOU THEIR SENTENCES AND WRITE THEM UNDER THE MODEL.
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