THE COMMON REFERENCE LEVELS
• BREAKTHROUGH, (CONTATTO)CORRESPONDING TO WHAT WILKINS IN HIS 1978 PROPOSAL LABELLED ‘FORMULAIC PROFICIENCY’, 
• WAYSTAGE, REFLECTING THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE CONTENT SPECIFICATION.

• THRESHOLD, (SOPRAVVIVENZA) REFLECTING THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE CONTENT SPECIFICATION.

• VANTAGE, (SOGLIA) REFLECTING THE THIRD COUNCIL OF EUROPE CONTENT SPECIFICATION, A LEVEL DESCRIBED AS ‘LIMITED OPERATIONAL PROFICIENCY’ BY WILKINS, AND ‘ADEQUATE RESPONSE TO SITUATIONS NORMALLY ENCOUNTERED’ BY TRIM.

• EFFECTIVE OPERATIONAL PROFICIENCY (EFFICACIA) WHICH WAS CALLED ‘EFFECTIVE PROFICIENCY’ BY TRIM, ‘ADEQUATE OPERATIONAL PROFICIENCY’ BY WILKINS, AND REPRESENTS AN ADVANCED LEVEL OF COMPETENCSUITABLE FOR MORE COMPLEX WORK AND STUDY TASKS.
• MASTERY (PADRONANZA) (TRIM: ‘COMPREHENSIVE MASTERY’; WILKINS: ‘COMPREHENSIVE OPERATIONAL PROFICIENCY’), CORRESPONDS TO THE TOP EXAMINATION OBJECTIVE IN THE SCHEME ADOPTED BY ALTE (ASSOCIATION OF LANGUAGE TESTERS IN EUROPE). IT COULD BE EXTENDED TO INCLUDE THE MORE DEVELOPED INTERCULTURAL COMPETENCE ABOVE THAT LEVEL WHICH IS ACHIEVED BY MANY LANGUAGE PROFESSIONALS.

LOOKING AT THESE SIX LEVELS YOU CAN SEE THAT THEY ARE RESPECTIVELY HIGHER AND LOWER INTERPRETATIONS OF THE CLASSIC DIVISION INTO BASIC, INTERMEDIATE AND ADVANCED. 
ALSO, SOME OF THE NAMES GIVEN TO COUNCIL OF EUROPE SPECIFICATIONS FOR LEVELS HAVE PROVED RESISTANT TO TRANSLATION (E.G. WAYSTAGE, VANTAGE). THE SCHEME THEREFORE PROPOSED ADOPTS A ‘HYPERTEXT’

BRANCHING PRINCIPLE, STARTING FROM AN INITIAL DIVISION INTO THREE BROAD LEVELS : A, B AND C.

3.3 PRESENTATION OF COMMON REFERENCE LEVELS

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SET OF COMMON REFERENCE POINTS IN NO WAY LIMITS HOW DIFFERENT
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