HOW TO USE THE EUROPEAN LANGUAGE PORTFOLIO IN THE CLASSROOM

SOME IDEAS ON HOW TO INTRODUCE THE ELP IN THE CLASSROOM AND HOW TO WORK WITH IT:

· ENCOURAGE THE STUDENTS TO BUILD UP THEIR OWN PERSONAL DOSSIERS AS IF IT WERE A WORK OF ART DESIGN, LIKE AN ARTIST’S PORTFOLIO. DISCUSS WHAT A GOOD FOLDER SHOULD CONTAIN AND WHICH OF THEIR WORKS ARE THE MOST SUITABLE TO SHOW THEIR COMPETENCE.

· ASK THE STUDENTS TO RECOGNIZE WHAT THEY ARE ABLE TO DO IN ENGLISH, AND ELICIT FROM THEM ‘I CAN DO’ STATEMENTS. THIS PRACTICE HAS ALSO ANOTHER PEDAGOGICAL ASPECT: BY CONSTANTLY EMPHASIZING WHAT LEARNERS CAN DO , IT AVOIDS THE NEGATIVE FEELING OF FRUSTRATION WHICH OFTEN OCCURS WHEN STUDYING A LANGUAGE. TRY TO REFLECT ON THE ‘I CAN DO’ STATEMENTS AFTER EACH UNIT OR MODULE.

· GET THE STUDENTS TO ASSESS THEMSELVES AFTER A PERFORMANCE OR TASK AND TO EVALUATE THEIR OWN WORK. REFER TO SELF-ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST WHEN NECESSARY.

· WHENEVER YOU CAN FIND IT APPROPRIATE , GET THE CLASS TO EVALUATE A PHASE OF LEARNING, DISCUSSING TOGETHER ON HOW THEY HAVE WORKED  AND WHAT COULD HAVE BEEN DONE TO IMPROVE THE RESULTS.

· DISCUSS WITH YOUR LEARNERS HOW THEY CAN IMPROVE THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF THE LANGUAGE. WHAT EXPERIENCE COULD BE THE MOST USEFUL. ETC. MAKE POSTER WITH THE SUGGESTIONS  THE STUDENTS COME UP WITH AND THEN HELP THEM COMPILE THE LANGUAGE BIOGRAPHY. 

