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WHAT IS A EUROPEAN LANGUAGE PORTFOLIO

THE EUROPEAN LANGUAGE PORTFOLIO WAS DEVELOPED AND PILOTED BY THE MODERN LANGUAGES DIVISION OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE, STRASBOURG, FROM 1998 UNTIL 2000. IT WAS LAUNCHED ON A PAN-EUROPEAN LEVEL DURING THE EUROPEAN YEAR OF LANGUAGES 2001 AS A TOOL TO SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT OF PLURILINGUALISM AND PLURICULTURALISM.

ELP IS A DOCUMENT IN WHICH THOSE WHO ARE LEARNING OR HAVE LEARNED A LANGUAGE CAN RECORD THEIR LANGUAGE LEARNING  AND CULTURAL EXPERIENCES.

IT IS ADDRESSED TO AND IS PROPERTY OF THE LEARNER.

THE PORTFOLIO HAS PEDAGOGIC AND REPORTING FUNCTIONS AND CONTAINS THREE PARTS.

LANGUAGE PASSPORT

· THE PASSPORT SECTION PROVIDES AN OVERVIEW OF THE INDIVIDUAL’S PROFICIENCY IN DIFFERENT LANGUAGES AT A GIVEN POINT IN TIME; 

· THE OVERVIEW IS DEFINED IN TERMS OF SKILLS AND THE COMMON REFERENCE LEVELS IN THE COMMON EUROPEAN FRAMEWORK;

·  IT RECORDS FORMAL QUALIFICATIONS AND DESCRIBES LANGUAGE COMPETENCIES AND SIGNIFICANT LANGUAGE AND INTERCULTURAL LEARNING EXPERIENCES; 

· IT INCLUDES INFORMATION ON PARTIAL AND SPECIFIC COMPETENCE;

· IT ALLOWS FOR SELF-ASSESSMENT, TEACHER ASSESSMENT AND ASSESSMENT BY EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS AND EXAMINATIONS BOARDS; 
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LANGUAGE BIOGRAPHY

· THE LANGUAGE BIOGRAPHY FACILITATES THE LEARNER’S INVOLVEMENT IN PLANNING, REFLECTING UPON AND ASSESSING HIS OR HER LEARNING PROCESS AND PROGRESS;

· IT ENCOURAGES THE LEARNER TO STATE WHAT HE/SHE CAN DO IN EACH LANGUAGE AND TO INCLUDE INFORMATION ON LINGUISTIC AND CULTURAL EXPERIENCES GAINED IN AND OUTSIDE FORMAL EDUCATIONAL CONTEXTS;

· IT IS ORGANISED TO PROMOTE THE PLURILINGUALISM ( THE DEVELOPMENT OF COMPETENCIES IN A NUMBER OF LANGUAGES).

 IT COMPRISES FIVE PARTS:

1. LANGUAGE SELF-PORTRAIT. HERE THE LEARNER OUTLINES HIS/HER LANGUAGE SELF PORTRAIT, GIVING INFORMATION ABOUT THE LANGUAGE  SPOKEN IN THE FAMILY, THE LANGUAGES LEARNED AT SCHOOL, LANGUAGES AREAS WHERE HE/SHE HAS LIVED IN, AND PRACTICAL USE OF THE LANGUAGE IN SPECIFIC SITUATIONS, ANY CULTURAL EXPERIENCES WHICH HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO ENHANCE THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FOREIGN COUNTRY AND CULTURE. 

2. LEARNING STYLE. THE SECTION CONCERNS THE WAY LEARNERS LEARN AND THE DIFFERENT LEARNING STYLES. IT REQUIRES A REFLECTION UPON THE TECNIQUES USED IN DIFFERENT SKILLS OR WHEN THE LEARNERS  WANT TO ACHIEVE A SPECIFIC GOAL. IT HELPS FOCUS ON THE DIFFERENT STRATEGIES IMPLIED IN THE LANGUAGE LEARNING PROCESS AND DEVELOP A SELF-ASSESSMENT ATTITUDE .
3. SELF-ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST. THERE IS THE POSSIBILITY TO ASSESS ONESELF AND TO CHECK INDIVIDUAL PARTIAL OBJECTIVES. 
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SELF-ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST ARE PROVIDED IN THE LANGUAGE BIOGRAPHY FOR SIX LEVELS INDICATED BY THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE. LEARNERS CAN RECORD WHAT THEY THINK THEY CAN DO IN THE DIFFERENT SKILLS OF THE LEARNING PROCESS. 
4. LANGUAGE NEEDS, WISHES, AIMS. THE BIOGRAPHY GIVES ALSO THE OPPORTUNITY TO REFLECT UPON THE FUTURE OBJECTIVES AND PLANS FOR LANGUAGE LEARNING, WHAT THE LEARNER WANTS TO KNOW AND 

WHY, WHICH ASPECT OF SKILL OF THE LANGUAGE HE/SHE WANTS TO KNOW BETTER, HOW HE/SHE WOULD LIKE TO ACHIEVE IT. IT COULD BE A PRECIOUS TOOL TO SET PERSONAL LANGUAGE OBJECTIVES AND CHOOSE HOW TO LEARN.
5. INTERCULTURAL  EXPERIENCES. HERE LEARNERS GIVE INFORMATION   ABOUT IMPORTANT INTERCULTURAL EXPERIENCES AND ACTIVITIES, WHICH HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO A GREATER KNOWLEDGE OF THE SOCIETY AND CULTURE OF THE FOREIGN COUNTRY (ART, MUSIC, LITERATURE, HISTORY, MEDIA, ETC.) 

DOSSIER

THE DOSSIER OFFERS THE LEARNER THE OPPORTUNITY TO SELECT MATERIALS TO DOCUMENT AND ILLUSTRATE ACHIEVEMENTS OR EXPERIENCES RECORDED IN THE LANGUAGE BIOGRAPHY OR PASSPORT.

THE OWNER OF PORTFOLIO DECIDES WHICH DOCUMENTS AND PIECES OF WORK HE/SHE WANTS TO INCLUDE TO SHOW HIS/ HER LANGUAGE COMPETENCE. THEY COULD BE WRITTEN WORKS, PROJECT WORKS, CASSETTE RECORDING AND VIDEOS.
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