CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

DON’T CORRECT  - COLLECT

WHEN A LEARNER, WHO IS TRYING TO TALK ABOUT SOMETHING, MAKES A COLLOCATION MISTAKE PROVIDES THE IDEAL OPPORTUNITY TO EXPAND AND ORGANISE THE LEXICON.

AS TEACHERS WE SHOULD GIVE SOME EXTRA COLLOCATIONS AND NOT JUST CORRECT THE MISTAKE.

S   I HAVE TO MAKE AN EXAM IN THE SUMMER.

      (T INDICATES MISTAKES BY FACIAL EXPRESSION)

S    I HAVE TO MAKE AN EXAM.

T   (WRITES ‘EXAM ON THE BOARD)

     WHAT VERB DO WE USUALLY USE WITH’EXAM’?

S2  TAKE.

T   YES, THAT’S RIGHT. (WRITES ‘TAKE’ ON THE BOARD)

     WHAT OTHER VERBS DO WE USE WITH ‘EXAM’?

S2  PASS.

T    YES. AND THE OPPOSITE?

S2  FAIL.

T    YES.

      ( WRITES ‘PASS’ AND ‘FAIL’ ON THE BOARD)

      AND IF YOU FAIL AN EXAM SOMETIMES YOU CAN DO IT AGAIN.    

      WHAT’S THE VERB FOR THAT? (WAITS FOR RESPONSE)

      NO? OK, RE-TAKE. YOU CAN RE-TAKE AN EXAM.

      (WRITES ‘RE-TAKE’ ON THE BOARD)

     IF YOU PASS AN EXAM WITH NO PROBLEMS, WHAT CAN WE SAY? I    

     PASSED…

S2  EASILY.

T   YES, OR WE OFTEN SAY ‘COMFORTABLY’. I PASSED 

      COMFORTABLY. WHAT ABOUT IF YOU GET 51% AND THE PASS 

      MARK IS 50%? WHAT CAN YOU SAY? I… (WAITS FOR RESPONS)

      NO? I JUST PASSED. YOU CAN ALSO JUST FAIL. (WRITES ON THE 

     BOARD)
WITH THE LANGUAGE, STUDENTS CAN NOT ONLY NAME THE CONCEPT EXAM, THEY HAVE THE COLLOCATIONS THEY NEED TO TALK ABOUT EXAMS WITH CONFIDENCE.

MAKE LEARNERS BE MORE PRECISE

IMPROVING STUDENT’S PERFORMANCE IS AN IMPORTANT PART OF THE TEACHER’S JOB, AND IT’S ALSO WHAT SUDENTS NEED.

IF A STUDENT PRODUCES: I WAS VERY DISAPPOINTED, POINT OUT THE OPTIONS: BITTERLY/DEEPLY DISAPPOINTED.

IF A STUDENT WRITES: THERE ARE GOOD POSSIBILITIES FOR IMPROVING YOUR JOB, YOU MAY WANT TO WRITE EXCELLENT PROPORTION PROSPECTS IN THE MARGIN.

 ANYTIME WE NOTICE THE LACK OF NECESSARY LEXIS WE HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO HELP STUDENTS TO BE MORE PRECISE OR MORE CONCISE.

DON’T EXPLAIN – EXPLORE

WHEN STUDENTS ASK WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN…, FOR TWO WORDS OR SIMILAR MEANING SUCH AS WORK/JOB, DON’T SPEND TIME EXPLAINING THE DIFFERENCE BUT GIVE THREE OR FOUR CONTEXTUALISED EXAMPLES OF EACH WORD, THAT IS THE APPROPRIATE COLLOCATIONAL LANGUAGE.

FOR EXAMPLE: MAKE/DO

MAKE:       A MISTAKE         

                  AN ENQUIRY             

                  THE MOST OF THE OPPORTUNITY

DO:            YOUR BEST

                   SOME OVERTIME

                   CAN YOU DO ME A FAVOUR?

IF IN DOUBT, POINT THEM OUT

STUDENTS DO NOT LEARN COLLOCATIONS SIMPLY BECAUSE TEACHERS DO NOT POINT THEM OUT IN THE TEXTS THEY ARE USING.

TEACHER’S COMMON APPROACH WHEN DEALING WITH THE VOCABULARY IN THE TEXT: ARE THERE ANY WORDS YOU DON’T KNOW?

COLLOCATIONS ARE MISSED WITH THIS APPROACH.     WHY?

BECAUSE THE  WORDS OF THE COLLOCATIONS MAY NOT BE NEW, BUT THE FACT THEY OCCUR TOGETHER, AND ARE WORTH NOTICING AND RECORDING TOGETHER, MUST BE POINTED OUT BY THE TEACHER IF STUDENTS ARE NOT TO ‘LOOK STRAIGHT THROUGH’ LANGUAGE WHICH WILL EXPAND THEIR MENTAL LEXICON.

HOW TO HELP STUDENTS TO DRAW ATTENTION TO COLLOCATIONS

· USING SIMPLE QUESTIONS SUCH AS ‘WHAT’S THE VERB BEFORE ‘OPPORTUNITY’ IN THE FIRST PARAGRAPH?
LET’S SAY WAS ‘MISS’, WE CAN ADD SOME OTHERS (TAKE, GRAB, MAKE THE MOST OF, USING THE COLLECTION AND RECORDING TECHNIQUE)

· PREPARING A SIMPLE WORKSHEET OR USING THE BOARD OR  OVERHEAD PROJECTOR TO LIST PARTS OF THE USEFUL COLLOCATIONS IN THE TEXT.

ESSAY PREPARATION – USE COLLOCATION

PROBLEMS

STUDENTS: THEY SOMETIMES COMPLAIN THAT THEY LACK IDEAS WHEN SITTING DOWN TO WRITE A COMPOSITION ON A PRESCRIBED TOPIC.

TEACHERS: THEY COMPLAIN THAT THEY DO NOT WANT TO SPEND HALF THE CLASS TIME TELLING STUDENTS WHAT TO WRITE.

ANSWER

· BRAINSTORM WORDS CONNECTED WITH THE TOPIC IN  CLASS BEFORE SETTING THE COMPOSITION FOR HOMEWORK.

· ADD USEFUL COLLOCATES TO EACH WORD. IT IS PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT TO INTRODUCE THE NOUNS WHICH WILL BE CENTRAL TO THE CONTENT OF THE ESSAY.
EXAMPLE 
TOPIC: ‘EDUCATION’

NOUNS: SCHOOL, EDUCATION, QUALIFICATION, TEACHER…

NOTE DOWN COLLOCATIONS FOR EACH OF THE WORDS THAT YOU THINK YOU MIGHT USE (THE LTP DICTIONARY OF SELECTED COLLOCATIONS)
YOU MIGHT CHOOSE FOR SCHOOL: DROP OUT OF, LEAVE, SKIP, GO TO, SINGLE-SEX, MIXED, STATE, PRIVATE.
DRAW THE STUDENTS’ ATTENTION PARTICULARLY TO THE IMPORTANCE OF VERB+NOUN COLLOCATIONS.
MAKE THE MOST OF WHAT STUDENTS ALREADY KNOW

TIME SPENT ON HALF-KNOWN LANGUAGE IS MORE LIKELY TO ENCOURAGE INPUT TO BECOME INTAKE THAN TIME SPENT ON COMPLETELY NEW INPUT.

EXAMPLE:

TAKE THE WORD SITUATION AND ASK STUDENTS TO GIVE YOU FIRST ADJECTIVES AND THEN VERBS WHICH THEY THINK COLLOCATE.

AWKWARD                         ACCEPT

COMPLICATED                  ANALYSE

CRITICAL                            ASSESS

DESPERATE                      BE IN COMMAND OF

AWKWARD                        MAKE THE BEST OF THE 

ASK FOLLOW –UP QUESTIONS SUCH AS: CAN YOU REMEMBER THE LAST AWKWARD/ AWKWARD /DESPERATE SITUATION YOU WERE IN? DO YOU ALWAYS ANALYSE SITUATIONS OR DO YOU JUST ACCEPT THEM?
MANY COLLOCATIONS ARE SITUATIONALLY EVOCATIVE, SO STUDENTS OFTEN FIND TO HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY IN RESPONSE TO THESE QUESTIONS.

IT IS BETTER TO ASK QUESTIONS WITH OR RATHER THAN SIMPLE YES/NO-QUESTIONS BECAUSE THEY ELICIT MORE LANGUAGE IN RESPONSE. OR-QUESTIONS ALSO CREATE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE COLLOCATIONS TO BE USED IMMEDIATELY.

TYPICAL QUESTIONS:

DO YOU SOMETIMES BREAK PROMISIS OR DO YOU ALWAYS KEEP THEM?

DO YOU ALWAYS COME BY BUS OR DO YOU SOMETIMES COME BY CAR?

EXPOSING STUDENTS TO MORE INCREASES THE CHANCES OF SOME ACQUISITION TAKING PLACE.
RECORD AND RECYCLE

THE LEXICON IMPLIES A GREATER MEMORY LOAD, AN ICREASED LEARNING LOAD AND CAREFUL AND SYSTEMATIC RECORDING OF COLLOCATIONS.

SOME TIPS TO RECORD COLLOCATIONS:

· ASK STUDENTS TO WRITE DOWN COLLOCATIONS IN THEIR NOTE-TAKING BOOKS AND TO TRANSER THEM LATER INTO THEIR  COLLOCATION SECTION OF THE LEXICAL NOTEBOOK.
· ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO RECORD COLLOCATIONS IN TOPIC GROUPS.

SOME TIPS TO RECYCLE COLLOCATIONS:

· BEFORE THE LESSON THE TEACHER MAKES A LIST OF ALL THE COLLOCATIONS HE/SHE WANTS TO RECYCLE BUT DELATES PART OF EACH COLLOCATION BEFORE PHOTOCOPYING THE LIST FOR EACH STUDENT.

· STUDENTS SEARCH THEIR NOTEBOOKS TO FILL IN THE MISSING PART OF THE COLLOCATION.

· WHEN YOU DELETE THE COLLOCATION, LEAVE THE WORD OR WORDS WHICH MOST STRONGLY SUGGEST WHAT THE MISSING PART IS. FOR EXAMPLE: A WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY,  DELETE OPPORTUNITY, AS A WINDOW OF… IS MORE HELPFUL THAN …OPPORTUNITY.
· THE AIM IS TO HELP LEARNER , NOT TO MAKE THE TASK ARTIFICIALLY DIFFICULT.

· VARIATION: DICTATE PART OF THE COLLOCATION AND STUDENTS HAVE TO REMEMBER OR FIND THE MISSING PART IN THEIR NOTEBOOKS BEFORE YOU DICTATE THE WHOLE ITEM.

· DOMINO-TYPE GAMES: MATCH THE CARDS END TO END BY MATCHING THE COLLOCATION.

· FIND YOUR PARTNER: COLLOCATIONS ARE SPLIT BETWEEN MEMBERS OF THE CLASS WHO THE HAVE TO FIND THEIR ‘PARTNER’.

· MEMORY GAME: THE CARDS ARE PLACED FACE DOWN ON THE TABLE AND, IN GROUPS, STUDENTS TAKE IT IN TURNS TO TURN OVER TWO CARDS AT A TIME HOPING TO FIND THE COLLOCATIONS.
· RECYCLE LITTLE AND OFTEN WITH SOME VARIATION.
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