Lesson1

LEARNERS DON’T LEARN WHAT TEACHERS TEACH

TEACHING

ORGANISED, LINEAR AND SYSTEMATIC, STEP-BY-STEP
LEARNING
COMPLEX, NON-LINEAR,  NON- SYSTEMATIC ACQUISITION, HOLISTIC, CYCLICAL AND EVOLVES OVER TIME
TEACHERS CANNON CONTROL:

· WHAT STUDENTS LEARN
· IN WHAT ORDER THEY WILL LEARN 

· HOW FAST THEY WILL LEARN

 ‘I AM CONSTANTLY REMINDING STUDENTS, AUDIENCES AND MYSELF THAT TEACHING DOES NOT CAUSE LEARNING’ (DIANA LARSEN-FREEMAN) 

EXPECTING MASTERY IN THE IMMEDIATE SHORT TERM IS UN UNREALISTIC EXPECTATION.

STUDENTS MAY OR MAY NOT ACQUIRE WHAT YOU TEACH THEM. IF THEY DO THEY MAY ACQUIRE IT IMMEDIATELY, LATER OR ONLY PARTIALLY.

HOW CAN ACQUISITION TAKE PLACE?

A STUDENTS PRODUCES: ‘HE’S A STRONG SMOKER’

WE COULD SIMPLY SUPPLY THE STUDENT WITH THE STANDARD COLLOCATE ‘HEAVY’ AND MOVE ON.

BUT AN IDEAL OPPORTUNITY TO ACTIVATE LANGUAGE ON THE EDGE OF THE STUDENT’S LEXICON HAS BEEN MISSED.
IT REQUIRES VERY LITTLE EXTRA TIME OR EXPLAINING TO ADD: OCCASIONAL, CHAIN AND NON- AS MORE COLLOCATES OF SMOKER.

GIVEN THAT WE CANNOT KNOW WHETHER STUDENTSWILL REMEMBER AND USE  HEAVY SMOKER, YOU MIGHT AS WELL GIVE THEM THREE MORE.
KNOWING A WORD IS COMPLICATED

NEW IMPUT MEANS INDIVIDUAL LEARNERS CONSTANTLY NEED TO MAKE ADJUSTMENTS TO WHAT THEY HAVE ALREADY INTERNALISED.

LEARNING IS NOT SIMPLY ADDITIVE; IT INVOLVES THE LEARNER RE-ORGANISING HIS OR HER PREVIUS INTERLANGUAGE.
TENSES: PRESENT PERFECT AFTER PRESENT SIMPLE AND PAST SIMPLE 
NOT ENOUGH TIME TO EXPLORE COLLOCATIONS OF WORDS?

SOME OF THE TIME IS BETTER SPENT SHOWING STUDENTS WHAT WORDS DO - HOW THEY ARE ACTUALLY USED AND HOW THEY COLLOCATE – RATHER THAN EXPLAINING WHAT THEY MEAN.

EXPLAINING AND EXPLORING.

INTERMEDIATE PLATEAU

THE REASON SO MANY STUDENTS ARE NOT MAKING ANY PERCEIVED PROGRESS IS SIMPLY BECAUSE THEY HAVE NOT BEEN TRAINED TO NOTICE WHICH WORDS GO WITH WHICH.
THEY MAY KNOW QUITE A LOT OF INDIVIDUAL WORDS WHICH THEY STRUGGLE TO USE, ALONG WITH THEIR GRAMMATICAL KNOWLEDGE, BUT THEY LACK THE ABILITY TO USE THOSE WORDS IN A RANGE OF COLLOCATIONS WHICH PACK MORE MEANING INTO WHAT THEY SAY OR WRITE.

MOST INTERMEDIATE STUDENTS WOULD IMPROVE DRAMATICALLY IF THEY SPENT LESS TIME TRYING TO PERFECT THEIR GRAMMAR AND LEARN NEW, RARE WORDS, AND INSTEAD SIMPLY LEARNED TO USE THE WORDS, WHICH THEY ALREADY KNOW IN  A HUGE  NUMBER OF COLLOCATIONS OF WHICH THESE WORDS ARE PARTS.
THE GRAMMAR-VOCABULARY DICHOTHOMY IS INVALID

MASTER THE GRAMMAR SYSTEM, LEARN LOTS OF WORDS AND THEN YOU WILL BE ABLE  TO TALK ABOUT WHATEVER YOU WANT: 

FALSE!
CHUNKS OF LEXIS, WHICH INCLUDE COLLOCATIONS, DO MORE THAN JUST NAME THINGS, THEY HAVE ALSO A PRAGMATIC ELEMENT. THEY ENABLE YOU TO TALK ABOUT THINGS- TO ‘DO’ THINGS.
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