PRINCIPLES AND IMPLICATIONS OF THE LEXICAL APPROACH

· LANGUAGE CONSISTS OF GRAMMATICALISED LEXIS, NOT LEXICALISED GRAMMAR.

· STRUCTURAL PATTERNS ARE ACKNOWLEDGED AS USEFUL BUT LEXICAL PATTERNS ARE CONSIDERED OF PRIMARY IMPORTANCE TO LANGUAGE TEACHING.

· SUCCESFUL LANGUAGE IS A WIDER CONCEPT THAN ACCURATE LANGUAGE.

· SOCIO-LINGUISTIC COMPETENCE-COMMUNICATIVE POWER  PRECEDES AND IS THE BASIS, NOT THE PRODUCT OF GRAMMATICAL COMPETENCE.

· MUCH LANGUAGE CONSISTS OF MULTI-WORD “CHUNK”.

· TEACHERS SHOULD RAISE STUDENTS’ AWARENESS OF “CHUNK” AND DEVELOP THEIR ABILITY TO “CHUNK” LANGUAGE SUCCESFULLY.

· LANGUAGE IS RECOGNIZED AS A PERSONAL RESOURCE, NOT AN ABSTRACT IDEALISATION.

· THE PRIMACY OF SPEECH OVER WRITING IS RECOGNIZED; WRITING IS ACKNOWLEDGED AS A SECONDARY ENCODEMENT, WITH A RADICALLY DIFFERENT GRAMMAR FROM THAT OF THE SPOKEN LANGUAGE.

· GRAMMATICAL ERROR IS RECOGNIZED AS INTRINSIC TO THE LEARNING PROCESS.

· RECEPTIVE SKILLS, PARTICULARLY LISTENING, ARE RECOGNIZED AS DESERVING PRIMARY IMPORTANCE.

· GRAMMAR IS FOCUSSED ON THE PERCEPTION OF SIMILARITY AND DIFFERENCE.

· THE PRESENT- PRACTICE- PRODUCE PARADIGM IS REJECTED IN FAVOUR  OF A PARADIGM BASED ON OBSERVE- HYPOTHESISE- EXPERIMENT CYCLE.

· TASK AND PROCESS, RATHER THAN EXERCISE AND PRODUCT ARE EMPHASISED.

· THE ACQUISITION OF VOCABULARY IS NOT A LINEAR BUT BRANCHING PROCESS (WORDS ARE NOT LEARNT MECHANICALLY BUT ASSOCIATIVILY; GOOD LANGUAGE LEARNERS RECOGNIZE AND USE COLLOCATIONS, POLYWORD CONTRACTIONS, FIXED AND SEMI-FIXED EXPRESSIONS, ETC.

· THE ACQUISITION OF VOCABULARY IS A PERSONAL PROCESS WHICH DEPENDS ON OUR OWN PAST AND PRESENT EXPERIENCE.

· IT IS ALSO A SOCIAL PROCESS: WE EXPAND OUR APPREHENSION OF WORD MEANINGS BY INTERCHANGING AND SHARING THEM WITH OTHERS.

· THE ACQUISITION OF LEXIS IS NOT A PURELY INTELLECTUAL PROCESS, BUT AN EXPERIENTIAL ONE.
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