TEACHING LANGUAGES TO YOUNG LEARNERS

TEACHING AND LEARNING ARE TWO DIFFERENT ACTIVITIES.

THIS COURSE WANTS TO BE AN EXAMPLE TO MAKE TEACHING MORE EFFECTIVE WITH A CORRECT CHOICE OF MATERIAL AND ACTIVITIES IN ORDER  TO GIVE STUDENTS MORE OPPORTUNITIES OF LEARNING.

COMMON MISTAKES WHEN TEACHING YOUNG LEARNERS

· TEACHING CHILDREN IS AN EXTENSION OF MOTHERING.

BUT

PRIMARY TEACHERS NEED TO UNDERSTAND HOW CHILDREN MAKE SENSE OF THE WORLD AND HOW THEY LEARN.

· CHILDREN LEARN ONLY SIMPLE LANGUAGE:

· COLOURS

· NUMBERS

· NURSERY RHYMES

· SONGS

· TALKING ABOUT THEMSELVES

BUT

CHILDREN CAN DO MORE THAN WE THINK THEY CAN.

THEY ARE OR CAN BE INTERESTED IN TOPICS THAT ARE COMPLICATED (LIKE DINOSAURS AND EVOLUTION), DIFFICULT (LIKE HOW COMPUTERS WORK), AND ABSTRACT (LIKE WHY PEOPLE POLLUTE THEIR OWN ENVIRONMNENT OR COMMIT CRIMES)

LEARNING-CENTRED APPROACH vs CHILD-CENTRED APPROACH

CHILDREN NEED MORE THAN SIMPLE LANGUAGE BECAUSE THE FIRST LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT BUILDS FROM A LEXICAL BASE AND GRAMMAR EMERGES FROM LEXICAL AND COMMUNICATIVE DEVELOPMENT.

LESSON 1/ 2

ORGANISATION OF THE COURSE

· REVIEW OF LEARNING THEORIES AND LANGUAGE LEARNING RESEARCH.

· CHILDREN SHOULD BE SUPPORTED IN CONSTRUCTING MEANING FOR EVERY ACTIVITY AND LANGUAGE USE IN FL CLASSROOM

· UNDERSTANDING IS ESSENTIAL FOR EFFECTIVE LEARNING

· ANALYSIS OF TASKS AND ACTIVITIES FROM A LEARNING PERSPECTIVE.

· LANGUAGE = CONTENT OF TEACHING. FOCUS ON THE SPOKEN LANGUAGE.

· VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT IN THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE. IT CONTRIBUTES TO CHILDREN’S CONCEPTUAL DEVELOPMENT.

· THE PLACE OF GRAMMAR . ( RISPECTING THE COGNITIVE CAPABILITIES AT DIFFERENT AGES).

· LITERACY IN THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE (EARLY STAGES OF LEARNING TO READ)

· MOTHER TONGUE OR TARGET LANGUAGE?

· ISSUES IN THE ASSESSMENT OF FL LEARNING.

