LESSON 3
FROM LEARNING TO LANGUAGE LEARNING
FIRST, SECOND AND FOREIGN LANGUAGES

FOREIGN LANGUAGE LEARNING DEPENDS ON THE AMOUNT AND TYPE OF EXPOSURE TO THE LANGUAGE.

LIMITS:

· CHILDREN CANNOT EXPERIENCE THE LANGUAGE OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM.

· SEVERAL HOURS OF TEACHING IN A SCHOOL WEEK.

BUT FOR A LANGUAGE LIKE ENGLISH (GLOBAL LANGUAGE) YOUNG CHILDREN CAN ENCOUNTER THE LANGUAGE IN USE ON:

· VIDEO

· COMPUTERS

· FILM

THEY CANNOT BE EXPOSED TO THE ‘STREET’ LANGUAGE, I.E. THE LANGUAGE USED FOR REAL PURPOSES IN EVERYDAY LIFE, SO IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHING,THE TEACHERS HAVE TO PROVIDE EXPOSURE TO THE LANGUAGE, AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR  LEARNING THROUGH CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES.

LEARNING THE FIRST LANGUAGE

AT WHAT AGE FIRST LANGUAGE ACQUISITION CAN BE CONSIDERED COMPLETE?

IT WAS THOUGHT BY THE AGE OF  5, BUT RECENT STUDIES HAVE PROVED THAT THIS IS NOT CORRECT.

ENGLISH IN ENGLAND:
· FORMAL LITERACY SKILLS ARE NOT COMPLETELY DEVELOPED AT FIVE AND SIX YEARS OF AGE, EVEN THOUGH THE BEGINNINGS  OF LITERACY CAN BE FOUND IN EXPERIENCES IN INFANCY, SUCH AS LISTENING TO STORIES.

· SOME STRUCTURES IN SPOKEN LANGUAGE ARE ACQUIRED LATE BECAUSE OF THEIR CONNECTION WITH THE WRITTEN LANGUAGE.  PERERA (1984) REPORTS SOME EXAMPLES:

·  CHILDREN OF 11 YEARS TEND NOT TO USE RELATIVE CLAUSES BEGINNING WITH WHOSE, OR PREPOSITIONS + RELATIVE PRONOUN (IN WHICH). IT HAPPENS BECAUSE SUCH STRUCTURES ARE MORE FREQUENT IN WRITTEN TEXT AND SO CHILDREN HAVE  LITTLE EXPERIENCE OF THEM IN THEIR EARLY YEARS.

· CHILDREN HAVE PROBLEMS USING WORDS THAT EXPRESS LOGICAL RELATIONS BETWEEN IDEAS, LIKE CAUSE AND EFFECT.

· THE FULL USE OF CO-ORDINATORS, INCLUDING BUT AND YET, IS STILL  TO BE DEVELOPED AFTER THE AGE OF 11 YEARS, AND CLAUSES INTRODUCED WITH ALTHOUGH OR UNLESS CAN CAUSE PROBLEMS EVEN FOR 15 YEAR OLD.
IT MAKES CLEAR THAT SOME ENGLISH ASPECTS SHOULD NOT BE INCLUDED ON SYLLABUSES FOR YOUNG LEARNERS OF ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE.

DISCOURSE SKILL IN THE FIRST LANGUAGE CONTINUES TO DEVELOP THROUGHOUT THE EARLY SCHOOL YEARS.
AT 7 YEARS  OF AGE, CHILDREN ARE STILL ACQUIRING THE NEDEED FOR EXTENDED DISCOURSE (COMMON PROBLEMS: THE FULL RANGE OF USES OF PRONOUNS AND DETERMINERS).

 WHEN USING STORIES IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHING,TEACHERS MUST BEAR IN MIND THAT CHILDREN MAY FIND DIFFICULT TO USE  PRONOUNS CORRECTLY IN THEIR FIRST LANGUAGE TO CONTROL REFERENCE TO CHARACTERS ACROSS A SEQUENCE OF EVENTS AND PLOT ACTIONS.
THE FIRST LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY DOES NOT DEVELOP AS A SINGLE , GLOBAL PHENOMENON, BUT DIFFERENT DOMAINS (PHONOLOGY, MORPHOLOGY, LEXIS, SYNTAX, CONVERSATION AND DISCOURSE) OF LANGUAGE USE DEVELOP DIFFERENTLY.
FOR TEACHERS OF FOREIGN LANGUAGES
AT THE EARLIEST STAGES CHILDREN WILL START LEARNING A FOREIGN LANGUAGE BRINGING WITH THEM DIFFERENTLY DEVELOPED SKILLS AND LEARNING ABILITIES IN THEIR OWN LANGUAGE.

BY THE AGE OF FIVE, INDIVIDUAL DIFFERENCES IN LANGUAGE DOMAINS WILL BE ESTABLISHED. THEREFORE SOME CHILDREN WILL FIND EASIER TO LEARN VOCABULARY THAN OTHERS, OR CHILDREN WITH MORE DEVELOPED CONVERSATIONAL SKILLS MAY TRANSFER THESE TO THE NEW LANGUAGE MORE EASILY THAN OTHERS.
CONSEQUENCES:  FROM THE SAME LANGUAGE LESSON, IT IS LIKELY THAT DIFFERENT CHILDREN WILL LEARN DIFFERENT THINGS, DEPENDING PARTLY ON WHAT THEY FIND EASIER TO LEARN.

LEARNING A SECOND LANGUAGE
· CHILDREN LEARN A SECOND LANGUAGE BETTER THAN ADULTS
· CRITICAL PERIOD HYPOTHESIS: NAME GIVEN TO THE IDEA THAT YOUNG CHILDREN CAN LEARN A SECOND LANGUAGE EFFECTIVELY BEFORE PUBERTY (THEIR BRAINS ARE STILL ABLE TO USE THE MECHANISM USEFUL FOR FIRST LANGUAGE ACQUISITION. AFTER THIS STAGE CTH SUBSTAINS THAT OLDER LEARNERS WILL LEARN LANGUAGE DIFFERENTLY AND CAN NEVER ACHIEVE THE SAME LEVEL OF PROFICIENCY, ABOVE ALL FOR ACCENT.
· CRITICS TO CPH: THERE IS A LIMITED POINT FOR LANGUAGE LEARNING (LIGHTBOWN AND SPADA, 1999). DIFFERENT NEEDS, MOTIVATIONS AND CONTEXTS OF DIFFERENT GROUPS OF LEARNERS MUST BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT.
THE INFLUENCE OF THE FIRST LANGUAGE ON THE SECOND.

THEORY OF ‘COMPETITION MODEL’: FIRST LANGUAGE LEARNING MAY AFFECT SECOND OR FOREIGN LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT.

DIFFERENT LANGUAGES= DIFFERENT WAYS OF CARRYING MEANING. THE PRESENCE OF SPECIAL  ‘CUES’ FACILITATES THE INTERPRATATION OF THE MEANING.
EXAMPLE: WORD ORDER IN ENGLISH. HELPFUL CUE TO IDENTIFY SUBJECT AND OBJECT
AGE AND FIRST LANGUAGE

· YOUNGER CHILDREN (7- 8) SEEM TO PAY MORE ATTENTION TO SOUND AND PROSODY.
· OLDER CHILDREN ARE MORE ATTENTIVE TO CUES OF WORD ORDER.
NOTICING: IN LEARNING A FOREIGN LANGUAGE, STUDENTS ARE LEARNING BOTH THE WHOLE AND THE PARTS.

PARTS: TINY ASPECTS OF GRAMMAR OR PHONOLOGY, CRUCIAL IN REACHING A ‘WHOLE’ INTERPRETATION.

INFLUENCE OF TEACHING ON SECOND LANGAUGE LEARNING

TEACHING METHOD INFLUENCES WHAT IS LEARNT.

THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE
IN APPLIED LINGUISTICS ( A LINGUISTC SYSTEM OR A SET OF SKILLS):
THE FOUR SKILLS (LISTENING, SPEAKING, READING AND WRITING)

GRAMMAR

VOCABULARY 

PHONOLOGY

SOME SYLLABUSES ( LANGUAGE USED IN COMMUNICATION):
TOPICS
FUNCTIONS

NOTIONS

WHAT IS BETTER FOR YOUNG LARNERS?
SPOKEN LANGUAGE IS THE MEDIUM THROUGH WHICH THE NEW LANGUAGE IS ENCOUNTERED, UNDERSTOOD, PRACTISED AND LEARNT. SPOKEN FORM IN THE YOUNG LEARNER CLASSROOM REPRESENTS THE PRIME SOURCE OF LANGUAGE LEARNING.
PAGE  
5

