TEACHING ENGLISH TO CHILDREN

AN ACTIVITY – BASED APPROACH IS ESSENTIAL WHEN TEACHING TO YOUNG LEARNERS, AND OFFERS MUCH MORE IN TERMS OF THE OVERALL NEEDS OF THE CHILD BECAUSE:

· CHILDREN  STUDY ACTIVITIES WHICH HAVE PRACTICAL EDUCATIONAL VALUE;

· CHILDREN ARE MOTIVATED AND INTERESTED IN WHAT THEY ARE STUDYING;

· CHILDREN ARE INTRODUCED TO A WIDE RANGE OF NATURAL ENGLISH. THIS LANGUAGE IS MEANINGFUL AND UNDERSTANDABLE, BECAUSE THE ACTIVITIES ARE MEANINGFUL AND UNDERSTANDABLE;

· CHILDREN ARE TAUGHT IN ENGLISH;

· CHILDREN ARE NOT INTRODUCED TO ENGLISH LANGUAGE IN AN ARTIFICIALLY  PRE-DETERMINED  SEQUENCE OF GRAMMATICAL STRUCTURES OR FUNCTIONS; THE INPUT FROM THE TEACHER, AND THEIR LEARNING ABOUT THEIR WORLD, IS IN ENGLISH;

· CHILDREN CAN BE TAUGHT IN MIXED ABILITY GROUPS: CHILDREN WITH MORE ENGLISH WILL SPEAK MORE ABOUT THE ACTIVITY THEY ARE DOING, AND HELP LOWER-LEVEL CLASSMATES AT THE SAME TIME;

· THE LEARNING FOCUSES ON THE INDIVIDUAL CHILD: EACH CHILD IS ENCOURAGED TO ACQUIRE LANGUAGE AT HIS OR HER OWN PACE AND OWN MANNER.

