A Brief Recognition of New-Englands Errand into the Wilderness: 
Di Samuel Danforth

(An Online Electronic Text Edition transcribed and edited by Paul Royster is here:  http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1038&context=libraryscience) 
[Seguono un breve riassunto e un estratto dal sermone che il pastore Samuel Danforth, uomo di cultura e pastore di Roxbury, Mass., pronunciò nel 1670. Si tratta di un classico esempio di geremiade. In esso si sottolinea la differenza sostanziale tra le colonie del New England e le altre colonie americane. La ricerca della libertà religiosa è la motivazione principale dei primi coloni puritani del New England. Il sermone è una riflessione sulle parole di Gesù nel Vangelo di Matteo e condanna chi antepone preoccupazioni terrene alla missione religiosa della nuova colonia. Più avanti  Samuel Danforth riprende il tema della wilderness rievocando i quarant’anni passati dall’arrivo dei primi coloni.]

Abstract

Samuel Danforth’s election sermon of 1670 is a classic example of the New England jeremiad. Addressed to the assembled delegates on the occasion of the election of officers for the Massachusetts General Court, it asks the very pointed question: “What is it that distinguisheth New-England from other Colonies and Plantations in America?” The answer, of course, is that the Puritan colonies (Massachusetts, Plymouth, Connecticut, and New Haven) were founded for the pursuit of religious ends by the reformed Protestant churches of England:

“You have solemnly professed before God, Angels and Men, that the Cause of your leaving your Country, Kindred and Fathers houses, and transporting your selves with your Wives, Little Ones and Substance over the vast Ocean into this waste and howling Wilderness, was your Liberty to walk in the Faith of the Gospel with all good Conscience according to the Order of the Gospel, and your enjoyment of the pure Worship of God according to his Institution, without humane Mixtures and Impositions.”

Danforth’s sermon is an eloquent and extended meditation on the words of Jesus in Matthew, chapter 11, “What went ye out into the wilderness to see?”—concerning the character and function of John the Baptist, both as prophet and as harbinger or forerunner of the Messiah. While Danforth excoriates those who have put worldly concerns above New England’s religious mission, and enumerates examples of God’s special punishments and trials directed at the colony, he also holds out the “promise of divine Protection and Preservation” and the opportunity to “choose this for our Portion, To sit at Christ’s feet and hear his word; and whosoever complain against us, the Lord Jesus will plead for us ... and say. They have chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from them.”

Samuel Danforth (1626-1674) was pastor of the church in Roxbury, Massachusetts. He was a graduate of Harvard College, a poet, almanac-maker, and astronomer, and an associate of the Rev. John Eliot, the missionary.

Estratti:
Da A Brief Recognition:
—“What went ye out into the wilderness to see ? A reed shaken with the wind ? But what went ye out for to see ? A man clothed in soft rainment ? behold, they that wear soft clothing, are in Kings houses. But what went ye out for to see ? A Prophet ? yea, I say unto you, and more then a Prophet”. These words are our Saviour’s Proem to his illustrious En comium of John the Baptist. John began his Ministry, not in Jerusalem, nor in any famous City of Judea, but in the Wilderness, i.e. in a woody, retired and solitary place, thereby withdrawing himself from the envy and preposterous zeal of such as were addicted to their old Traditions, and also taking the people aside from the noise and tumult of their secular occasions and businesses, which might have obstructed their ready and cheerful attendance unto his Doctrine. John Preached in the Wilderness, which was no fit place for silken and soft raiment. His work was to pre pare a people for the Lord, by calling them off from worldly pomp and vanities, unto repentance and mourning for sin. His peculiar habit and diet was such as became a penitentiary Preacher. 

Da Matteo 11. 7, 8, 9:

1Quando Gesù ebbe terminato di dare queste istruzioni ai suoi dodici discepoli, partì di là per insegnare e predicare nelle loro città.
2Giovanni intanto, che era in carcere, avendo sentito parlare delle opere del Cristo, mandò a dirgli per mezzo dei suoi discepoli: 3"Sei tu colui che deve venire o dobbiamo attenderne un altro?". 4Gesù rispose: "Andate e riferite a Giovanni ciò che voi udite e vedete: 5I ciechi ricuperano la vista, gli storpi camminano, i lebbrosi sono guariti, i sordi riacquistano l'udito, i morti risuscitano, ai poveri è predicata la buona novella, 6e beato colui che non si scandalizza di me". 7Mentre questi se ne andavano, Gesù si mise a parlare di Giovanni alle folle: "Che cosa siete andati a vedere nel deserto? Una canna sbattuta dal vento? 8Che cosa dunque siete andati a vedere? Un uomo avvolto in morbide vesti? Coloro che portano morbide vesti stanno nei palazzi dei re! 9E allora, che cosa siete andati a vedere? Un profeta? Sì, vi dico, anche più di un profeta. 10Egli è colui, del quale sta scritto:

Ecco, io mando davanti a te il mio messaggero
che preparerà la tua via davanti a te.
11In verità vi dico: tra i nati di donna non è sorto uno più grande di Giovanni il Battista; tuttavia il più piccolo nel regno dei cieli è più grande di lui. 12Dai giorni di Giovanni il Battista fino ad ora, il regno dei cieli soffre violenza e i violenti se ne impadroniscono. 13La Legge e tutti i Profeti infatti hanno profetato fino a Giovanni. 14E se lo volete accettare, egli è quell'Elia che deve venire. 15Chi ha orecchi intenda.

Ancora da A Brief Recognition: 
1. Of solemn and serious Enquiry to us all in this general

Assembly, Whether we have not in a great measure forgotten

our Errand into the Wilderness. You have solemnly professed

before God, Angels and Men, that the Cause of your leaving your

Country, Kindred and Fathers houses, and transporting your

selves with your Wives, Little Ones and Substance over the vast
Ocean into this waste and howling Wilderness, was your Liberty
to walk in the Faith of the Gospel with all good Conscience according

to the Order of the Gospel, and your enjoyment of the pure Worship

of God according to his Institution, without humane Mixtures and

Impositions.

2. To what purpose then came we into the Wilderness, and what

expectation drew us hither ? Was it not the expectation of the pure

and faithful Dispensation of the Gospel and Kingdome of God ?

The times were such that we could not enjoy it in our own Land :

and therefore having obtained Liberty and a gracious Patent

from our Soveraign, we left our Country, Kindred and Fathers

houses, and came into these wilde Woods and Deserts ; where the

Lord hath planted us, and made us dwell in a place of our own,

that we might move no more, and that the children of wickedness

might afflict not us any more, 2 Sam. 7. 10. What is it that distinguisheth

New-England from other Colonies and Plantations

in America ? Not our trans portation over the Atlantick Ocean,

but the Ministry of Gods faithful Prophets, and his holy Ordinances.

 Did not the Lord bring the Philistines from

Caphtor, and the Assyrians from Kir, as well as Israel from the land

of Egypt ? Amos 9. 7. But by a Prophet the Lord brought Israel out

of Egypt, and by a Prophet was he preserved, Hos. 12. 13. What ;

is the Price and Esteem of Gods Prophets, and their faithful

Dispensations, now fallen in our hearts ?
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