Work to be done by the students.

Students are expected to:

· Listen to/read regularly the talks/texts as indicated in the class schedule;

· write a summary of Ryan’s and Davis’s Talks according to the lines given;

· write a short essay of  1500 words. For this essay you are asked to discuss how Ryan, Davis, Pinker define language and its relation to culture; their observations about the English language, its structure and present-day  role;  reflect on their use of lexicon and definitions.

Follow the guidelines for descriptive essay writing.

Deadline:  December 6.
· write a short argumentative essay of  1500 words on “The need for an American vernacular language in Webster and Whitman”. Follow the guidelines for  the writing of an argumentative essay. Deadline: December 15. 
