








LIFE DVD 

 

How big is the rain forest in the Congo Basin ?    

 

What does Michael Fay’s expedition hope to document ?  

 

What are the Kongou Chutes ?      

 

How long did it take to cross them ?     

 

How long did the expedition last ?     









UNIT 8: ORGANIZING A WWF CHARITY EVENT 

 

Characters:  Liam (Irish)  

Natalia (Spanish)  

Carol (Blonde)  

David (the Boss) 

 

1) What kind of animal will the event raise money for ? 

 

2) Who will organize the tickets ? 

 

3) How many tickets will there be ? 

 

4) How much will the tickets cost ? 

 

5) Who will make the posters ? 

 

6) Who will provide the tables and chairs ? 

 

7) How much will they cost ? 

 

8) What kind of music will they have at the event ? 

 

9) Who will write the questions for the quiz ? 

 

10) Who will be the quiz master ? 

  











MODAL VERBS 
 
Introduction 
Modal verbs can be divided into two basic groups: 
i) Central Modals:  can, could, will, would, shall, should, may, might, must, ought to.  
ii) Semi-Auxiliaries:  have to, have got to, tend to, need to, to be able to, be allowed to, to be supposed to. 
 
Central Modals behave as follows: 
+ I can / you can / he can / she can / it can… etc. 
— I can’t / you can’t / he can’t / she can’t / it can’t… etc. 
? Can I ? can you ? can he ? can she ? can it ? … etc. 
 
Semi-Auxiliaries, by contrast, usually act like this, 

+ I have to / You have to / He, she, it has to… etc. 
— I don’t have to / You don’t have to / He, she, it doesn’t have to...  etc. 
? Do I have to ? Do you have to ? Does he / she / it have to ? … etc. 
 
Or like this, 

+ I am allowed to / You are allowed to / He, she, it is allowed to… etc. 
— I am not allowed to / You are not allowed to / He, she, it is not allowed to… etc. 
? Am I allowed to ? / Are you allowed to ? / Is he, she, it allowed to ? etc.  
 
Modal verbs are always followed by the infinitive (without ‘to’). 
Central modal verbs do not have infinitives, past forms, present or past participles or an –s ending in the third person singular. 
Semi-auxiliaries are sometimes used to supply their past or future forms, as here: 
 

PAST PRESENT FUTURE 
Could Can Will be able to 
Had to Must Will have to 
Might May  
Should  Shall 
Would  Will 

 
All modal verbs have at least two meanings. These can be grouped into categories such as Ability, Permission, Obligation etc..  
 
 
1) Ability: can, could, be able to. 
i) We use Can, Could and Be able to to talk about the ability to do something, e.g.  
“Now I can play the piano. I couldn’t when I was nine years old.” 
“When I was nine years old, I couldn’t drive; now I can.” 
“When I leave university, I will be able to…” 
 
ii) We also use Can and Could with verbs of perception, e.g. 
“I can hear someone coming”, “I can’t see a thing”, “They could smell gas”, “She couldn’t  taste any sugar.” 
 
iii) The difference between ‘I could’ and ‘I was able to’ is that ‘I could’ indicates that you had the ability to do something,  
e.g. ‘I knew that, if necessary, I could swim to safety from the sinking ship’, although you did not necessarily do it in reality. 
‘I was able to’, by contrast, indicates that you succeeded in doing so, e.g. ‘I was able to swim to safety from the sinking ship.’ 
 
Now talk about your present, past and future abilities using modal verbs. 
 
 
2) Permission: can, may, be allowed to 
i) Can, May and Be allowed to are used to talk about permission, e.g. “You aren’t allowed to smoke in here”, “We were allowed to 
take photographs”, “The prisoner will be allowed to see his lawyer for about half an hour”. 
 
ii) Can and May are used for asking for and receiving permission: e.g. “Can I come in ?”, “May I sit down ?” 
Can is more direct, May is more formal, e.g. “May I use your phone ?”, “Can I borrow your pen ?”, “Yes, you may.”, “No, you can’t.” 
 
Now complete this sentence using modal verbs: When I go to my grandparents’ house, I can / can’t / am (not) allowed to…”  



3) Obligation: must, should, ought to, needn’t, have to, be supposed to  
Must    — it is necessary that you do something. 
Mustn’t    — it is necessary that you do not do something. 
Have to / Have got to  — it is necessary that you do something. 
Don’t have to / Haven’t got to  — it is not necessary but you can if you want to. 
Needn’t    — it is not necessary but you can if you want to. 
Should    — it is the correct thing to do. 
Ought to    — it is the correct thing to do. 
To be supposed to   — it is the expected thing.  
 
Permission and Obligation: what can / can’t / must / mustn’t / needn’t you do at the following ages ?  

6 14 16 18 21 25 65 
 
 
4) Possibility: can, could, may, might 
Can indicates a 100% possibility in the present or the future ‘ e.g. ‘Yes, I can do that for you immediately.’ 
Could indicates a 50% possibility in the present or the future  e.g. ‘If she doesn’t study harder, she could fail the exam.’ 
May indicates a 30% possibility in the present or the future  e.g. ‘The weather is getting colder. It may snow tomorrow.’ 
Might indicates a 10% possibility in the present or the future  e.g. ‘If they’re very lucky, England might win the World Cup.’ 
 
 
5) Probability: must, could, may, might, can’t 

It must be true - 90% probability  e.g. Michelle Hunziker must be the most famous woman in Switzerland. 
It could be true  - 50% probability  e.g. Madonna could  be the most famous woman in the world. 
It may be true - 30% probability  e.g. There may be a general election next year. 
It might be true - 10% probability  e.g. Amy Winehouse and Michael Jackson might still be alive. 
It can’t be true - 1% probability  e.g. It can’t be true that over a million Americans have been 

        abducted by aliens. 
 
Now read the sentences below:  
a) Amanda Knox is innocent. 
b) There is a monster in Loch Ness. 
c) About 1,000,000,000 people around the world can speak English. 
d) Prince William will be the next king of England. 
e) Most English people dream about the Queen at least once in their lives. 
f) Most Italian people dream about their Prime Minister at least once in their lives. 
 
None of the above can be proved 100% true or false. The speaker therefore has to estimate the probability of each statement. 
Now comment upon them using Must, Could, May, Might or Can’t, e.g. “It must be true”, “It can’t be true”, “It might be true”. 
 
 
6) Predictions: will / won’t / shall / shan’t/ should / shouldn’t 
i) We use Will / Won’t / Should and Shouldn’t to make predictions or logical deductions about the future based on what we know, not 
what we can see happening in the present , e.g. 
a) He left half an hour ago, so he’ll be home by now.   
b) It’s nearly Christmas, so the shops will be crowded. 
c) We shall be on holiday in August so I’m afraid I shan’t be available. 
d) She is convinced that she won’t pass her driving test.    
e) San Marino won’t win the match against Brazil.       
f) He has studied hard, so he should pass the exam.  
g) She shouldn’t have any trouble at the job interview. 
 
ii) The use of Should /Shouldn’t indicates that we approve of the action, state or event, e.g. “In 2100, we should have a cure for AIDS 
and there shouldn’t be a housing problem” whereas Will/Won’t is neutral, e.g.  “In 2100, tigers will probably be extinct and there won’t 
be any rain forests left.” 
 
Now make some predictions of your own:  “By the year 2024, I  will / should ……” /  “By the year 2050, Italy will / should ……” 
 
 



7) Other Uses of Will/Won’t & Shall/Shan’t:  
We can also use Will / Won’t for, 
 
i) Instant decisions, e.g. “We’ll have red wine”, “I’ll have white wine”, “I’ll have chicken”, “I’ll have fish”, “OK, I’ll see what I can do.” 
ii) Promises, e.g. “I’ll buy you a bicycle for your birthday”, “I’ll let you know immediately”, “I won’t forget to write to you.” 
iii) Refusals, e.g. “I won’t come to work tomorrow”, “They won’t do their homework”, “We won’t do it and that’s final !”   
iv) Orders, e.g. “You will come to work tomorrow or you’ll be fired !”, “You will do your homework”, “You will do exactly as I tell you !”  
v) Requests, e.g. “Will you please be quiet !”, “Will you please sit down”, “Will someone please close the door ?” 
vi) Invitations, e.g. “Will you come to my party ?”, “Will you have a drink with us later on ?”, “Will you have a cup of tea ?” 
vii) In Conditional Sentences, e.g. “If it rains tomorrow, I won’t go to Rome”, “I shall let you know if the meeting finishes early.” 
 
NB. Shall/Shan’t can only be used with ‘I’ and ‘We’ when making predictions. Other possible uses of Shall / Shan’t include, 
 
i) Promises, e.g. “I shall buy you a bicycle for your birthday”, “I shall let you know immediately”, “We shan’t forget to write to you”. 
ii) Suggestions/proposals, e.g. “Shall we go out tonight ?”, “Shall I pick you up after work ?”, “Shall I get a DVD ?”, “Shall we dance ?” 
iii) The formal future, especially with regard to legal or contractual obligations, e.g. All invoices shall be paid within 90 days, Helmets 
shall be worn at all times, The client shall meet all reasonable travel expenses, i.e. it is mandatory.  
 
 
8) Speculation About Hypothetical Situations: would  
We use Would/Wouldn’t to speculate about hypothetical situations in the present and/or the future, e.g.  
 
a) “What would you do if you lost your job ?” - “I think I would leave Italy, I certainly wouldn’t stay where I am now.” 
b) “Would you prefer to live in New York or Los Angeles ?” – “Actually, I think Miami would be the best place for me.” 
c) “I would love to own a sports car but I wouldn’t be able to afford to run it.” 
d) “What would you say if I asked you to marry me ?”    
 
Now, in pairs or groups, try to imagine,  
 
1) The holiday of my dreams (e.g. a week on a desert island with Johnny Depp / Belen Rodriguez) 
2) The holiday of my nightmares (e.g. a week on a desert island with Hannibal Lecter) 
 
 
9) Other Uses of Would:  
We also use Would/Wouldn’t,  
i) In Conditional Sentences, e.g. “I wouldn’t buy an i-pad if I were you”, “If I could speak Chinese, I would work in Hong Kong.” 
ii) To make requests, e.g. “I would like a double room”, “Would you fill in this form”, “Would you sign here, please.”    
iii) To express wishes, e.g. “Frankly, I would like to resign”, “I wish it would snow”, “No, I wouldn’t like to visit Alaska.”   
iv) To make invitations, e.g. “Would you care to join us ?”, “Would you like to come to the cinema ?”, “Would you like to dance ?” 
v) To express a preference, e.g. “I’d rather stay at home”, “We’d rather you didn’t contact us again”, “He’d rather you left now.” 
 
 
10) Practice Test: Now fill in each of the gaps below using the appropriate form of a modal verb. 
 

1) You ……………………………….…….. be mad if you think I’m going to lend you any more money. 

2) I want to go out tonight. ……………………………………………………..….. we go to the cinema ? 

3)  ………………………………………...…………. I ask you a personal question ? Are you married ?  

4) This company needs a secretary who …………..…………….. speak English, French and German. 

5) It isn’t obligatory to have a biometric passport now but you  ............................. have one in order to visit the USA by 2020. 
 
6) If you want to go abroad,  I ................ bother buying travellers cheques, if I were you, just use your debit card when you get 
there. If your card is stolen, however,  you ……………. tell your bank as soon as possible so that they ………... cancel the old one 
and issue you with a new one. Remember that the local branch …………… not be open on Saturdays so, before you go, you 
……………. telephone them to check whether anyone ................. be there. You ……………  inform the police but I think it ............ 
be a good idea to do so. I remember when an Italian friend of mine had his  wallet, tickets  and passport stolen in London. He 
…………….. to wait for nearly a week before he was …………….……. to return home to Italy. 
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