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Massimo Meccarelli - Curriculum  

Massimo Meccarelli was born in Macerata the 23rd of August 1968, gained 

his Ph.D. in History of law at the University of Siena in 1997; in October 2001 he 

started working as Associate Professor at the University of Macerata.  

From December 2006 as Full Professor he holds the chair of History of Law 

at the University of Macerata, were he teaches History of Law, History of 

Criminal Law, and History of modern constitutions at the Faculty of Law.  

At the University of Macerata he is also Director of the curriculum in History 

of Law of the Ph.D. Program in Legal Sciences; member of the Board of the 

Scuola di Studi Superiori Giacomo Leopardi (Giacomo Leopardi School of Higher 

Studies). Previously he was Director of the Istituto di Studi Storici; President of 

the Committee for the Research Field Legal sciences and member of the 

Scientific Committee of the University of Macerata. 

In Italy he gave lessons regarding topics on legal history in the following PhD 

and Master Programs: Master in Diritto europeo e comparato; Dottorato di 

ricerca in Diritto privato comparato; Dottorato in Scienze giuridiche of the 

University of Macerata; Dottorato di ricerca in “Diritto” - indirizzo in Storia del 

diritto, delle istituzioni e della cultura giuridica medievale, moderna e 

contemporanea, University of Genova; Corso internazionale di Dottorato di 

ricerca in Storia e comparazione delle istituzioni politiche e giuridiche europee, 

University of Messina; Corso di Dottorato di ricerca in Scienze giuridiche, 

curriculum in Diritto privato e storia della scienza giuridica civilistica, University 

of Milano-Bicocca; Cordo di Dottorato di ricerca in Teoria e Storia del diritto, 

University of Florence. 

Abroad he gave lessons concerning topics on legal history at the following 

foreign Institutions: Faculté de droit, Université d’Orléans; Lehrstuhl für 

Rechtsgeschichte und Privatrecht, Universität Zürich; Master en Derecho Público 

y Privado, Universidad Carlos III de Madrid; Instituto de investigaciones 

Jurisprudenciales y de promocion y difusion de la Etica judicial, Suprema Corte 

de Justicia de la Nacion, Mexico City; Pós Graduação em Direito (Mestrado e 

Doutorado), Universidade federal do Paraná; REUNA meeting (Network of 

Scandinavian Ph.D. Programms) at the Institutum Romanum Finlandiae in 

Rome; International Max Planck Research School for Comparative Legal History, 

Frankfurt am Main; Master de ciencias juridicas, Universitat Pompeu Fabra; 

Faculdade de Direito – Universidade de Brasília; Programa de pós-graduação en 

direito - Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina. 

He has been member of Jury in the defense of dissertations of Master 

Programs (Programa de pós-graduação en direito - Universidade Federal de 
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Santa Catarina) and Ph.D. Programs (Facultat de Geografia i Historia - 

Universitat de Valencia; Departamento de derecho penal, procesal e historia del 

derecho - Universidad Carlos III de Madrid; Programa de Pós-Graduação da 

Faculdade de Direito - Universidade de Brasília). He was Referee for PhD 

Disseration in the Girona International Graduate School - Universitat de Girona 

(Spain). 

He was Profesor Visitante in the Facultad de Derecho onf the Universidad 

Autonoma del Madrid. 

He was Stipendiat for research activity in the Max Planck Institut für 

europäische Rechtsgeschichte, Frankfurt am Main. 

He carried on research activity at the following foreign Institutions: 

Bibliotheque National de France, Paris; Université d’Orléans; Nidersächsische 

Staat- und Universitätsbibliothek, Göttingen; Herzog August Bibliothek, 

Wolfenbüttel; Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin; Facutad de derecho de la Universidad 

Autonoma de Madrid;  Biblioteca Nacional de España, Madrid. 

He has been a delegate in many international Conferences and Seminars in 

Italy, France, Germany, Austria, Spain, Argentina, Mexico and Brazil. 

He is co-director of the Forum Historiae Iuris. Erste europäische 

Internetzeitschrift für Rechtsgeschichte, (http://www.forhistiur.de); he is a 

member of the Consiglio di redazione of Quaderni fiorentini per la storia del 

pensiero giuridico moderno (Florenz); he is member of the Wissenschaftliche 

Beirat of Zeitschrift fuer historische Forschung, (Berlin); he is a member of the 

Comité de Evaluadores Externos of Circunstancia Revista de Ciencias Sociales del 

IUIOG (Madrid).  

He is a member of the Conselho Editorial for the book series „Biblioteca de 

historia do direito“ issued by Juruà Publishers, (Curitiba, Brazil); member of the 

Wissenschaftliche Beirat for the book series “Rechtsgeschichte und 

Rechtsgeschehen – Italien” issued by Lit Verlag (Berlin). 

He organized intedisciplinar and international Research groups and 

networks on the topics: Justice and juridical order; Penal law, state of 

emergency and international Terrorism; Human rights; Migrations, Circulation 

of Rights, Circulation of Law; Geographical Areas and Periodisations in the Legal 

History. 

He took part to Research Networks PRIN [Programs of scientific Research of 

significant National Interest]) in 1999 (La cultura giuridica italiana del 

Novecento), 2001 (ll sistema penale italiano nel regime statutario), 2005 (Il 

processo penale e l'opinione pubblica in Italia. Pubblicità, garanzie e rilevanza 
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costituzionale della giustizia tra Otto e Novecento), 2007 (Il potere 

regolamentare e le circolari ministeriali nel sistema delle fonti. Profili storico-

giuridici e comparativi tra Otto e Novecento), 2009 (La dimensione 

costituzionale della giustizia e i paradigmi del processo politico nello Stato 

liberale). 

As foreign languages he speaks German, French, English, Spanish and 

understands Portuguese. 

His scientific research work, for the medieval and modern time, focused on: 

the arbitrium in juridical systems during the ius commune; the systematic 

function of the statutes in medieval towns; the doctrinal elaboration of the 

criminal trial features.  

For the contemporary age, his research work centred about: the doctrinal 

debate concerning the relationship between statute law and law interpretation; 

the systematic and constitutional features of jurisdiction, with particular 

reference to the supreme jurisdiction in a compared perspective (Italy, France, 

Germany); the relationship between legality and criminal jurisdiction; the 

juridical regimes and theoretical paradigms of the states of emergency in 

criminal law. 

His current research themes: the features of jurisprudential law and 

autonomy of law; Dimensions of Justice and Ordering Factors in the Criminal 

Law; The emersion of a transnational criminal law between nineteenth and 

twentieth centuries; circulation of law and multiculturalism; Standards, 

paradigms, roots of legal protection in the juridical modernity. 


