[It should take about 1 hour or 1 hour 15mins to complete these parts. No consultation of dictionaries allowed]

Second Year English Exam Reading Comprehension and Composition May 2011
Despite our dislike for cultural stereotypes, there are many studies out there showing marked and quantifiable differences between Chinese and Westerners when it comes to parenting. In one study of 50 Western American mothers and 48 Chinese immigrant mothers, almost 70% of the Western mothers said either that "stressing academic success is not good for children" or that "parents need to foster the idea that learning is fun." By contrast, roughly 0% of the Chinese mothers felt the same way. Instead, the vast majority of the Chinese mothers said that they believe their children can be "the best" students, that "academic achievement reflects successful parenting," and that if children did not excel at school then there was "a problem" and parents "were not doing their job." 

The fact is that Chinese parents can do things that would seem unimaginable—even legally actionable—to Westerners. Chinese mothers can say to their daughters, "Hey fatty—lose some weight." By contrast, Western parents have to tiptoe (camminare in punta di piedi) around the issue, talking in terms of "health" and never ever mentioning the f-word, and their kids still end up in therapy for eating disorders and negative self-image. 

I've thought long and hard about how Chinese parents can get away with what they do. I think there are some big differences between the Chinese and Western parental mind-sets. I've noticed that Western parents are extremely anxious about their children's self-esteem. They worry about how their children will feel if they fail at something, and they constantly try to reassure their children about how good they are notwithstanding a mediocre performance on a test or at a recital. In other words, Western parents are concerned about their children's psyches. Chinese parents aren't. They assume strength, not fragility, and as a result they behave very differently.

For example, if a child comes home with an A-minus (9 meno) on a test, a Western parent will most likely praise the child. The Chinese mother will gasp in horror and ask what went wrong. If the child comes home with a B (7) on the test, some Western parents will still praise the child. Other Western parents will sit their child down and express disapproval, but they will be careful not to make their child feel inadequate or insecure, and they will not call their child "stupid," "worthless" or "a disgrace." If a Chinese child gets a B—which would never happen—there would first be a screaming, hair-tearing explosion. The devastated Chinese mother would then get dozens, maybe hundreds of practice tests and work through them with her child for as long as it takes to get the grade up to an A. 

Don't get me wrong: It's not that Chinese parents don't care about their children. Just the opposite. They would give up anything for their children. It's just an entirely different parenting model.

There are all these new books out there portraying Asian mothers as unkind, overly determined people indifferent to their kids' true interests. For their part, many Chinese secretly believe that they care more about their children and are willing to sacrifice much more for them than Westerners, who seem perfectly content to let their children turn out badly. I think it's a misunderstanding on both sides. All decent parents want to do what's best for their children. The Chinese just have a totally different idea of how to do that.

Western parents try to respect their children's individuality, encouraging them to pursue their true passions, supporting their choices, and providing positive reinforcement and a nurturing environment. By contrast, the Chinese believe that the best way to protect their children is by preparing them for the future, letting them see what they're capable of, and arming them with skills, work habits and inner confidence that no one can ever take away. Adapted from Amy Chua’s ‘Why Chinese Mothers Are Superior’, Wall Street Journal 08/01/2011
Reading Comprehension (30 marks) Please answer the following questions.  Questions 3, 4 and 5 are to be answered in your own words as far as possible

1. “to foster” means a) to reject b) to encourage c) to abandon d) to speed

2. “the f-word” used in the above context refers to a) free b) friend c) female d) fat

3. “to tiptoe around the issue” means……………………………

4. How do Chinese and Western parents react when their child gets a B on a test?

5. Describe two differences in the approach to parenting between Chinese and Western parents. 

Composition (30 marks) 200-250 words

Comment on the notion that parents determine the success of their children. What are the other factors that determine why people become successful? 

