III year English language course 2012-2013 (Level: C1) 

Dott.ssa Masturah ALATAS

WRITING

Students will have to write a commentary (250-400 words) based on a critical analysis of a short literary passage (20-25 lines). Time: 1h 30mins

Or students may choose to write a commentary analyzing a passage as well as the Italian translation of it, taking into consideration whether the translation strategies are appropriate or not or if you can provide alternative or solutions.

As an example of the exam, please see Progress Test Dec 2012 and Sample Exam. 

HOW TO DO A CLOSE READING OF A SHORT PASSAGE AND WRITE A SHORT COMMENTARY ON IT:

1. Read and annotate (highlight relevant and important words, themes etc)

2. Look for patterns: repetitions, contradictions, similarities

3. Ask questions about the patterns: how and why

Writing about a close reading:

Intro: 

In the first paragraph, briefly summarise the passage. Say what is happening (action), identify who is involved (characters)

Body: 

Analysis: identify patterns, connotation of words and phrases, style. Analysis of translation. 

Conclusion: 

Talk about effect of passage (on you). Talk about the effect of the translation. Compare. 

Writing about a translation:

-Read the text in English

-Identify unknown words or phrases

-Identify words or phrases that may present problems for translation

-Compare with the Italian translation

-Analyse if translation is appropriate

-Meaning in context

-Your own translation suggestions

