LM38: Lingue Moderne per la comunicazione e la cooperazione internazionale

Inglese I anno/Mod. A/Lettorato (II semestre February-May2013)

Teacher: Dott.ssa Masturah Alatas

COURSE AIMS:

Students should be able to: 

· write a short commentary (minimum length 250 words) in 1 hour based on a given non-literary (newspaper reports, speeches, discurisve essays etc) passage of prose  

· give a Power Point presentation (5-8minutes) based on topics concerning current affairs in the world (politics/socio-political conflict, the economy etc).  

· write and speak at level: -C1/C1. No use of dictionaries permitted during exams.

EVALUATION

· 1 in-class written test (08 May 2013, date to be confirmed) *Please check my Unimc webpage for confirmation of test dates
· Power Point presentation (5-8minutes), starting from April and continuing to May, 2013. Dates to be coordinated. 

** Students may hand in only two writing commentaries as part of their writing practice, one in March and one in April, 2013.  

Readings for writing commentaries:

*for guidelines on how to write commentaries please see course material of the  I semester. 

1. from Edward W. Said’s The Clash of Ignorance, The Nation, 22 October 2001.  

The basic paradigm of West versus the rest (the cold war opposition reformulated) remained untouched, and this is what has persisted, often insidiously and implicitly, in discussion since the terrible events of September 11. The carefully planned and horrendous, pathologically motivated suicide attack and mass slaughter by a small group of deranged militants has been turned into proof of Huntington's thesis. Instead of seeing it for what it is--the capture of big ideas (I use the word loosely) by a tiny band of crazed fanatics for criminal purposes--international luminaries from former Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto to Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi have pontificated about Islam's troubles, and in the latter's case have used Huntington's ideas to rant on about the West's superiority, how "we" have Mozart and Michelangelo and they don't. (Berlusconi has since made a halfhearted apology for his insult to "Islam.")
But why not instead see parallels, admittedly less spectacular in their destructiveness, for Osama bin Laden and his followers in cults like the Branch Davidians or the disciples of the Rev. Jim Jones at Guyana or the Japanese Aum Shinrikyo? Even the normally sober British weekly The Economist, in its issue of September 22-28, can't resist reaching for the vast generalization, praising Huntington extravagantly for his "cruel and sweeping, but nonetheless acute" observations about Islam. "Today," the journal says with unseemly solemnity, Huntington writes that "the world's billion or so Muslims are 'convinced of the superiority of their culture, and obsessed with the inferiority of their power.'" Did he canvas 100 Indonesians, 200 Moroccans, 500 Egyptians and fifty Bosnians? Even if he did, what sort of sample is that?

Uncountable are the editorials in every American and European newspaper and magazine of note adding to this vocabulary of gigantism and apocalypse, each use of which is plainly designed not to edify but to inflame the reader's indignant passion as a member of the "West," and what we need to do. Churchillian rhetoric is used inappropriately by self-appointed combatants in the West's, and especially America's, war against its haters, despoilers, destroyers, with scant attention to complex histories that defy such reductiveness and have seeped from one territory into another, in the process overriding the boundaries that are supposed to separate us all into divided armed camps.

This is the problem with unedifying labels like Islam and the West: They mislead and confuse the mind, which is trying to make sense of a disorderly reality that won't be pigeonholed or strapped down as easily as all that. I remember interrupting a man who, after a lecture I had given at a West Bank university in 1994, rose from the audience and started to attack my ideas as "Western," as opposed to the strict Islamic ones he espoused. "Why are you wearing a suit and tie?" was the first retort that came to mind. "They're Western too." He sat down with an embarrassed smile on his face, but I recalled the incident when information on the September 11 terrorists started to come in: how they had mastered all the technical details required to inflict their homicidal evil on the World Trade Center, the Pentagon and the aircraft they had commandeered. Where does one draw the line between "Western" technology and, as Berlusconi declared, "Islam's" inability to be a part of "modernity"?

One cannot easily do so, of course. How finally inadequate are the labels, generalizations and cultural assertions. At some level, for instance, primitive passions and sophisticated know-how converge in ways that give the lie to a fortified boundary not only between "West" and "Islam" but also between past and present, us and them, to say nothing of the very concepts of identity and nationality about which there is unending disagreement and debate. A unilateral decision made to draw lines in the sand, to undertake crusades, to oppose their evil with our good, to extirpate terrorism and, in Paul Wolfowitz's nihilistic vocabulary, to end nations entirely, doesn't make the supposed entities any easier to see; rather, it speaks to how much simpler it is to make bellicose statements for the purpose of mobilizing collective passions than to reflect, examine, sort out what it is we are dealing with in reality, the interconnectedness of innumerable lives, "ours" as well as "theirs." 

2. Rey Chow cited in ‘Unacceptable Suffering’ by Jennifer Pan in The Margins, 24 January 2013. 

We all tend to think we know what the pornographic is; indeed, we live in a time when sex and violence, which are usually assumed to be what the pornographic is all about, have become utterly mundane. Because we encounter sex and violence everywhere, we are no longer shocked by them. To achieve any visibility these days, portrayals of sex and violence must outdo themselves. The trend, in other words, is for such portrayals to be increasingly extreme, as though they must keep surpassing whatever threshold of extremity that was previously reached. It is this compulsive movement of reaching beyond accepted thresholds that I associate with the pornographic. As I indicate in my book, for some, the pornographic has to do with a perceived numbness and indifference to suffering on the part of some audiences. So the term is used to articulate audience apathy as well as the spectacle of sex and violence. To these two aspects, I would like to add an emphasis on the tendency to transcend existing limits.

Now, if porn understood in this sense is indisputably a part of our mass culture, might it also manifest itself in areas that are more avant-garde and politically progressive? What are some forms of self-undoing and self-surpassing—going beyond thresholds and limits—that we can find in critical and cultural theory, for instance? To respond to these questions, I suggest, it would be productive to rethink how reflexivity—that is, thought becoming conscious of its own activity—which is the hallmark of all interesting theoretical writing, tends to operate. In this connection, the prevalent trope adopted by many theorists engaged in one type of reflexivity or another, the trope of laying (something) bare, is fascinating. From the Russian Formalists to Giorgio Agamben, the notion of bareness seems an inexhaustible source of intellectual stimulation. Why?

And how is this process of laying bare “conveyed” in a medium such as film? Literally, how does one portray the state of bareness in a medium that is all about seeing things? There is something in Michael Haneke’s work that strikes me as particularly relevant, not only because he likes to portray violence through different media but also because he is so good in showing that the violence is pointless. In films such as Benny’s Video and Funny Games, the audiences of such violence are also the perpetrators, and they seem completely apathetic to the suffering of others. It is as though any hint of sympathy or empathy—the type of emotion that binds us to others in fellowship—would “downgrade” or contaminate the purity of the evil condition being portrayed. This staging of the extreme (extreme cruelty, extreme violence, extreme indifference), which is not allowed to be diluted, is what I consider pornographic, perhaps more so than the commonplace images of sex and violence. In our time, porn is a kind of ethos, a way of thinking, and it may or may not have to do with showing genitals.

3. ‘More Evangelical Islamophobia’ by Tony Jones, www.patheos.com, 27 January 2013 

Last September, Brian McLaren called on evangelicals to choose whether or not they would continue with their Islamophobia. In a post that garnered nearly 9,000 comments, he cited emails and articles meant to gin up evangelicals in their fear of Muslims.

So it was interesting to me, as I round out my week in a majority Muslim country, to read this headline, screaming out from the front page of the American evangelical rag, The Christian Post. 

Malaysia ‘Bible-Burning Festival’ Over Use of ‘Allah’ Threatens Country’s Stability

Here’s what’s interesting: unlike the reporter of this article, I’ve spent the last week in Malaysia. Indeed, I’ve spent it with Christian pastors of many stripes, with the Lutheran bishop and the Methodist district superintendent, and at the leading Malaysian seminary. 

And no one is the least bit interested in the Bible burning.
In fact, the Bible burning is supposed to take place today, on Sunday, on the island of Penang. But it won’t take place, and everyone knew it wouldn’t take place. In the news, this story has gotten even less play here than the Terry Jones Koran burning stories get in the States.

That’s because everyone here knows this is a hoax, a political ploy. There is no one behind the threatened Bible-burning, no time or place announced for it.

You see, there’s an election here in March. And, for the first time in a long time, there is actually the potential that the ruling coalition of conservative Malays (who are Muslim) might be defeated. That’s because the Malay coalition is fractured, with a more progressive Malay element growing among younger, urban Muslims.

To counteract this, the ruling Malay party is doing what they can to sow religious discord and to get their supporters out to vote. It’s very much like the Minnesota Republicans did with the marriage amendment last year. In that case, it completely backfired. Many here are wondering if the same thing will happen.

But no matter the outcome, not a single Christian I’ve met is the least but concerned about the supposed Bible burning, because they all knew that it would never happen.

The evangelical press in America, however, doesn’t want the deeper story. Instead, they’d rather run a headline that reinforced the impression that Muslims are Bible-burning zealots who hate Christianity and the West.

At least in Malaysia, that’s not the real story.

Response:

Hi Tony,
Thanks for sharing your thoughts about your trip to Malaysia.

I know it’s difficult to do good research and write balanced pieces while jet lagged and doing speaking engagements. You may want to consider making a correction to your post.

You said “no time or place announced for [the event].”

Yet according to a Christian Federation of Malaysia statement issued on 22 January, “This terrible event is to be held this Sunday 27th January 2013 at 10 am in front of the Dewan Ahmad Badawi at the Bagan Luar municipality field in Butterworth.”

My point is this: Christians you have not met, those represented by the CFM, were concerned about “the supposed Bible burning.”

And, when you reflect on the amount of play stories get in the Malaysian media (versus US-based media), you need to take into account the truth there is no free press in Malaysia (the daily newspapers are owned by member parties of the ruling regime) and that self-censorship is in the DNA of Malaysian bloggers, editors and journalists.

Whether the title of the article in the Christian Post (CP) is a product of “Islamophobia” is debatable. From a content perspective, I would say the CP article is too generous when it claims it’s only extremist Muslims who believe the term “Allah” belongs exclusively to Muslims: how Umno, the party which leads the ruling coalition can be classified as “extremist Muslim” is beyond me: it’s Umno which refuses to comply with a High Court ruling made 3 years ago.

Peace be with you

Rama Ramanathan

4. from ‘Malala Yousufzai: Pakistani schoolgirl had defined threats from Taliban for years’, by Dera Ismail Khan, Pakistan, The Christian Science Monitor, 15 October 2012. 

A 14-year-old Pakistani schoolgirl campaigner shot by the Taliban had defied threats for years, believing the good work she was doing for her community was her best protection, her father said on Wednesday.

Malala Yousufzai was shot and seriously wounded on Tuesday as she was leaving her school in her hometown in the Swat valley, northwest of the capital, Islamabad.

The Taliban claimed responsibility saying her promotion of education for girls was pro-Western and she had opposed them.

The shooting has outraged people in a country seemingly inured to extreme violence since a surge in Islamist militancy began after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks on the United States.

"She is candle of peace that they have tried to blow out," said one Pakistani man, Abdul Majid Mehsud, from the violence plagued South Waziristan region.

In the Swat valley, a one-time tourist spot infiltrated by militants from Afghan border bases more than five years 

ago, her family and community are praying for her survival.

Her father, Ziauddin Yousufzai, who ran a girls' school, said his daughter had wanted to go into politics.

He said that of all the things he loved about her, it was her fairness - her democratic ideals - that he loved the most.

Malala, then a dimpled 11-year-old with dark eyes, shot to fame when she wrote a blog under a pen name for the BBC about living under the rule of the Pakistani Taliban. 

The militants, led by a firebrand young preacher, took over her valley through a mixture of violence, intimidation and the failure of the authorities to stand up to them.

Even after the military finally went into action with an offensive in 2009 that swept most of the militants from the valley, it remained a dangerous place.
Malala didn't keep quiet. She campaigned for education for girls and later received Pakistan’s highest civilian prize.
Her prominence came at a cost.

"We were being threatened. A couple of times, letters were thrown in our house, that Malala should stop doing what she is doing or the outcome will be very bad," her father, sounding drained and despondent, said by telephone.

But despite the threats, he said he had turned down offers of protection from the security forces.

"We stayed away from that because she is a young female. The tradition here does not allow a female to have men close by," he said.

Malala had spent many sleepless nights kept awake by gunfire, had been forced to flee her home with her two younger brothers and walked past the headless bodies of those who defied the Taliban.

Her parents also wanted her to have some chance of a normal childhood, her father said. Security in Swat had improved after the army had pushed back the Taliban in 2009.

"We did not want her to be carrying her school books surrounded by bodyguards. She would not have been able to receive education freely," he said.

Her parents thought she would be safe among their neighbours in the town of Mingora, nestled among the snow-capped mountains that earned Swat the nickname of the Switzerland of Pakistan.

"I never imagined that this could happen because Malala is a young innocent girl," her father said. "Whenever there were threats, relatives and friends would tell Malala to take care but Malala was never fearful."

"She would frequently say 'I am satisfied. I am doing good work for my people so nobody can do anything to me'."

Recently, Malala had started to organize a fund to make sure poor girls could go to school, said Ahmed Shah, a family friend and chairman of the Swat Private Schools Association.

"She had planned on making the Malala Education Foundation in Swat," Shah said, adding that the Taliban even used to print threats against her in the newspaper.

On Tuesday, a gunman arrived at her school, asking for her by name. He opened fire on her and two classmates on a bus.

Now her father is waiting for her to regain consciousness as she lies swathed in white bandages in a military hospital.

"Doctors are hopeful," he said. "I appeal to the country to pray for her survival."

Ziauddin Yousufzai said the shooting would stop neither him nor his daughter from their work.

He echoed many people who said that the shooting was against Islamic law and against the culture of the ethnic Pashtun region, which forbids the targeting of women.

"We will focus even more on our work with more strength," he said. "If all of us die fighting, we will still not leave this work."

(Additional reporting by Katharine Houreld in Islamabad; Editing by Robert Birsel)

5. ‘Beyond Castration’ by Salil Tripathi, Livemint, 02 January 2013. 

The demand for stronger laws, quicker justice, and harsher punishment arises because people feel criminals are being treated leniently, and because they think that the statutory punishment is not a sufficient deterrent. But both can’t be right. If criminals are being let off lightly, then even a harsher punishment won’t make any difference. 
In the upsurge of collective anger in India over the tragic death of the 23-year-old woman who was sadistically gang-raped two weeks ago, the proposed solutions include publicly registering rapists (presumably after conviction), death penalty and chemical castration. All three responses are wrong. 

A register on a website, or in public places, is unlikely to stop a man intent on raping a woman. Nor would it provide any real means of defence to a woman who faces him. If he is a danger to others, he should be in jail; if not, and if he has served his time, what is the need for continuing to out him? 

While the Supreme Court’s informal moratorium on the death penalty ended with the execution of Ajmal Kasab, the sole surviving Pakistani terrorist who attacked Mumbai landmarks in 2008, the court’s view, that the death penalty be imposed only in the rarest of rare cases, remains. I happen to be against the death penalty, but that apart, in the context of the Delhi crime, which has rightly aroused so much revulsion and emotion, it will be difficult for any judge to be dispassionate and apply the test fairly. The public wants a quick trial and execution, which is why we rely on impartial judges to rule in a fair, non-discriminate manner. The death penalty is often administered imperfectly; it is more likely when the defendant is poor, vulnerable, or not influential to hire a top defence lawyer.

The idea that chemical castration would deter rape is based on a false assumption, that the main driver for rape and sexual assault is libido or erotic desire. Castrate them painlessly (to show the society’s humanity) and you eliminate the driver. 
But lust alone does not drive rapists. Misogyny—the desire to subjugate a woman through sexual violence, the instinct to control, to disempower the woman, and to demonstrate power lie at the heart. The gang in the bus that night had used iron bars. In other incidents around the world, men have used crude instruments limited only by their morbid, ghastly imagination on women. Would a castrated male, already humiliated, not use force again on a woman after he is released?

If the government appears to be entertaining such ideas, the opposition perpetuates bad ideas. One Bharatiya Janata Party legislator wants to ban skirts as school uniform. Others have criticized women who use make-up—painted and dented (sic)—as one Congress parliamentarian said, in a tainted and demented moment. And Sushma Swaraj may only be describing the fate of a raped woman when she used the term zinda lash (living dead in Hindi), but her job is to challenge that stereotype, and not to perpetuate it, especially given the nature of Indian political class. 

Civil society groups have circulated a list of elected politicians and party candidates who face criminal charges, including rape and violence against women. Such candidates should be disqualified. But politicians alone aren’t the problem: we know how intimidating and humiliating the experience of registering a rape complaint is for women, including an intrusive physical examination. Single women may be sexually active and it is only their business. The job of the police is to register each complaint and then investigate, and not try to broker marriage between the assailant and victim, as has happened in some cases. There should be well-lit rooms offering privacy when complaints can be lodged in the presence of a woman police officer. A professional trained in handling such trauma needs to be there. Incentives need to change, so that a police station that registers a rise in rape complaints is not penalized for more honest reporting. 

Then there are judges: again, we now know judges who think their role is to counsel women and return to abusive husbands even if they rape them. Even within a marriage the woman can say no, and judges should know that. If it means retraining judges, so be it. Their role is not to uphold traditional family values, whatever that means, but to uphold the Constitution which guarantees fundamental rights, including equal protection under law. 
India’s woman problem begins with the way boys and girls are brought up, and how values are taught and reinforced at home and schools. The state must rewrite textbooks, and change the way teachers are taught, so that stereotypes are broken. 

Signing that e-petition, clicking like on Facebook, or retweeting an article won’t change anything. Significant investment in law enforcement, sounder laws, hiring more judges, and changing our textbooks are some necessary steps ahead—not punishment for instant gratification. If this isn’t the fundamental civilizational challenge for India, what is? 

6. ‘Can vegans stomach the unpalatable truth about quinoa?’ by Joanna Blythmann, The Guardian, 16 January 2013. 

Not long ago, quinoa was just an obscure Peruvian grain you could only buy in wholefood shops. We struggled to pronounce it (it's keen-wa, not qui-no-a), yet it was feted by food lovers as a novel addition to the familiar ranks of couscous and rice. Dieticians clucked over quinoa approvingly because it ticked the low-fat box and fitted in with government healthy eating advice to "base your meals on starchy foods".

Adventurous eaters liked its slightly bitter taste and the little white curls that formed around the grains. Vegans embraced quinoa as a credibly nutritious substitute for meat. Unusual among grains, quinoa has a high protein content (between 14%-18%), and it contains all those pesky, yet essential, amino acids needed for good health that can prove so elusive to vegetarians who prefer not to pop food supplements.

Sales took off. Quinoa was, in marketing speak, the "miracle grain of the Andes", a healthy, right-on, ethical addition to the meat avoider's larder (no dead animals, just a crop that doesn't feel pain). Consequently, the price shot up – it has tripled since 2006 – with more rarified black, red and "royal" types commanding particularly handsome premiums.

But there is an unpalatable truth to face for those of us with a bag of quinoa in the larder. The appetite of countries such as ours for this grain has pushed up prices to such an extent that poorer people in Peru and Bolivia, for whom it was once a nourishing staple food, can no longer afford to eat it. Imported junk food is cheaper. In Lima, quinoa now costs more than chicken. Outside the cities, and fuelled by overseas demand, the pressure is on to turn land that once produced a portfolio of diverse crops into quinoa monoculture.

In fact, the quinoa trade is yet another troubling example of a damaging north-south exchange, with well-intentioned health and ethics-led consumers here unwittingly driving poverty there. It's beginning to look like a cautionary tale of how a focus on exporting premium foods can damage the producer country's food security. Feeding our apparently insatiable 365-day-a-year hunger for this luxury vegetable, Peru has also cornered the world market in asparagus. Result? In the arid Ica region where Peruvian asparagus production is concentrated, this thirsty export vegetable has depleted the water resources on which local people depend. NGOs report that asparagus labourers toil in sub-standard conditions and cannot afford to feed their children while fat cat exporters and foreign supermarkets cream off the profits. That's the pedigree of all those bunches of pricy spears on supermarket shelves.

Soya, a foodstuff beloved of the vegan lobby as an alternative to dairy products, is another problematic import, one that drives environmental destruction [see footnote]. Embarrassingly, for those who portray it as a progressive alternative to planet-destroying meat, soya production is now one of the two main causes of deforestation in South America, along with cattle ranching, where vast expanses of forest and grassland have been felled to make way for huge plantations.

Three years ago, the pioneering Fife Diet, Europe's biggest local food-eating project, sowed an experimental crop of quinoa. It failed, and the experiment has not been repeated. But the attempt at least recognised the need to strengthen our own food security by lessening our reliance on imported foods, and looking first and foremost to what can be grown, or reared, on our doorstep.

In this respect, omnivores have it easy. Britain excels in producing meat and dairy foods for them to enjoy. However, a rummage through the shopping baskets of vegetarians and vegans swiftly clocks up the food miles, a consequence of their higher dependency on products imported from faraway places. From tofu and tamari to carob and chickpeas, the axis of the vegetarian shopping list is heavily skewed to global.

There are promising initiatives: one enterprising Norfolk company, for instance, has just started marketing UK-grown fava beans (the sort used to make falafel) as a protein-rich alternative to meat. But in the case of quinoa, there's a ghastly irony when the Andean peasant's staple grain becomes too expensive at home because it has acquired hero product status among affluent foreigners preoccupied with personal health, animal welfare and reducing their carbon "foodprint". Viewed through a lens of food security, our current enthusiasm for quinoa looks increasingly misplaced.

• This footnote was appended on 17 January 2013. To clarify: while soya is found in a variety of health products, the majority of production - 97% according to the UN report of 2006 - is used for animal feed.

Powerpoint Presentations:

To get inspiration, please take a look at:

-I, Pencil: the movie 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IYO3tOqDISE
-The European Multinational and Multicultural Identity 

cevug.ugr.es/africamideast/slides/modulo_2.ppt

There are many resources on the web on Powerpoint presentations. Please consult them. 
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