Remarks by Sir James Bevan, UK High Commissioner, on the “Top ten reasons why Indians
should visit Britain”, Mumbai, 12 March 2014

Ladies and gentlemen,

Here in Mumbai you live by the sea. Over a thousand years ago, in Britain, people who lived by the
sea feared one thing above all others: an attack by the Vikings. Now, there’s a story about two
Viking invaders who are walking up the beach in the pouring rain. One looks up at the sky and says,
“So this is Britain. What is it like?” The other one says, “Well, if you like the weather, you’ll love
the food!”

Today | want to tell you why those two Vikings were wrong, and why Indians are much more
welcome in Britain than the Vikings were. Indians are already coming to the UK: in 2013 the
numbers of Indian tourists rose by 9%. But there are 193 countries in the world. So why should
Indians choose the UK? Here are my Top Ten reasons.

The first reason is the British countryside and the second our historic heritage...and Indians love
them both.

The third is British culture and literature, which the Indians are quite familiar with.

The fourth reason is sports — we in Britain play a game called cricket, which Indians have become
rather good at. Indeed someone said that cricket is an Indian game which was accidentally
discovered by the British.

Reasons 5, 6, 7 and 8 are, respectively, the huge variety of attractions, the best shopping malls in
the world, the friendliness with which Indians will be welcomed, and the efficient visa issuing
procedure — nine out of ten Indians who apply for a visa get one in a short period of time.

Now, the ninth reason why Indians should visit the UK is, believe it or not, food. It is true that we
British do have food with odd names: spotted dick or toad in the hole are two such examples. But
they all taste better than they sound. And for Indians who are homesick for their mother’s food,
Britain is the place, as the best Indian food in the world is now served in London.

And the last reason is ...the weather...yes, weather. The Vikings were wrong about that too. It is
true that it occasionally can get slightly damp...but British weather is a lot better than people think.
Rome has more rain than London. And ‘foggy London’ actually gets less fog than San Francisco.

For all these reasons, we hope to see you soon.



