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Morning everybody, please have a seat.  

It’s always a great pleasure to welcome my friend and partner, Prime Minister David Cameron. The 

great alliance between the United States and the United Kingdom is rooted in shared interests and 

shared values. And it is indispensable to global security and prosperity. But as we have seen recently, 

it is also a partnership of the heart. Here in the United States we joined our British friends in mourning 

the death of Baroness Margaret Thatcher, a great champion of freedom and of the alliance between 

our two countries. And after the bombings in Boston we Americans were grateful for the support of 

our British friends. At the London Marathon, runners paused in a moment of silence, and dedicated 

the race to Boston, and David will be visiting Boston to pay tribute to the victims. So David, I want to 

thank you and the British people for reminding us that in bad times as well as in good ones our two 

peoples stand as one.  

David’s here first and foremost as the United Kingdom prepares to host the G8 next month. We 

discussed how the summit will be another opportunity to sustain the global economic recovery with a 

focus on growth and creating jobs for our people. We also discussed the importance of moving ahead 

with the EU towards new trade negotiations. I believe we’ve got a real opportunity to cut tariffs, open 

markets, and make all of our economies more competitive. Of course, we discussed Syria and the 

appalling violence being inflicted on the Syrian people. Together we are going to continue our efforts 

to increase pressure on the regime, to provide humanitarian aid to the long suffering Syrian people, 

and to prepare for a democratic Syria without Bashar Assad. Finally today we are reaffirming our 

commitment to global development. And David has made it clear that the G8 Summit will be another 

opportunity to make progress on food security and the fight against malnutrition.  

As we consider the challenges we face around the world it is clear we face a demanding agenda but, if 

the history of our peoples show anything it is that we persevere. As one of the London runners said at 

the marathon, ‘We are going to keep running’. And that is the spirit of confidence and resolve that we 

will continue to draw upon as we work together to meet these challenges.  

 


