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Thank you all.   

Well, it is truly a pleasure to be here today with so many fabulous women. And speaking of 

fabulous women, I want to start by thanking Nancy Pelosi not just for her kind introduction but for 

her outstanding and historic leadership in Congress. She is a fighter. She has courage. She's willing 

to take the risks, and she has been behind our President every step of the way.  Thank you so much.  

But I also want to thank all of you for taking the time to be here today.  Let’s think for a moment 

about what Barack said in his State of the Union speech earlier this week.  I want you to think about 

the vision that he laid out for our future. Think about everything he's asked Congress to help him 

achieve over the next three years:  ending gun violence, raising the minimum wage, investing in 

scientific research, opening the doors of pre-school for all of our children -- and so much more.  

There's so much work that needs to be done.  And that is how your President wants to lift up the 

middle class and restore opportunity to everyone in this country. Like all of you, I believe that in 

America, no matter how you start out, if you are willing to work and sacrifice, you should be able to 

build a decent life for yourself and an even better life for your kids.  That is the American Dream 

that we all believe in.    

But we also understand a pretty simple principle that in the blink of an eye, any of us could be faced 

with a terrible diagnosis, any of us could be injured in a horrible accident, any of us could lose the 

job we count on to support our family. And when that happens, it shouldn’t mean having to go 

without food or medicine or a roof over our heads.  No, not here in America. Because we 

Americans believe that everyone should have the basic security they need to provide for their 

families. As you know, my family wasn’t rich.  But I was fortunate not only because I had parents 

who supported me every step of the way, but also because I had public schools that prepared me to 

succeed, and because my dad’s job got him a decent wage. So let us not lose all that! 

 


