Task 1 – Inglese 1


International Women’s Day still necessary

International Women’s Day ended Tuesday with mass __________ around the world organized to express two important points. One is to celebrate the advances and achievements women have made since the first IWD was established in Copenhagen in 1910; The other is to tell women of the world their struggle to __________ full equality is not yet over. The highest profile meeting took place at the United Nations, where delegates discussed a blueprint for improving living conditions for women. Priorities included better health care, the upholding of human rights and reduction of __________ against women, and a greater say in economic and political issues within their countries. Kenyan Nobel Peace prize winner Wangari Maathai __________ for women to fight poverty, "It is us who will eventually have to convince our governments that women need to be given equal space, to be given an opportunity to exploit their potential, and that it is not a __________ for women to participate in decision-making — it is a right." Former U.N. assistant secretary-general Angela King said, "Let us __________ today … that the flame for women's freedom and equality become a shining beacon for action to fully realize gender equality, development and peace." Elsewhere in the world, Bangladeshis rallied for better protection against the acid attacks which so horribly __________ women’s faces; in Pakistan Mukhtar Mai, the woman who was gang raped because of her brother’s sexual activities, __________ a protest against violence on women; in Sao Paolo, Brazil, 30,000 people gathered for the start of a seven-month, 50-country women’s march; and in Europe politicians called for women to be given equal wages. There is still a long way to go, and still a need for the next U.N. blueprint in 2015.

Fill the following words in the gaps: 

called           pledge          led          rallies          violence         disfigure         achieve         gift

WORD SEARCH: Look in your dictionaries / computer to find collocates, other meanings, information, synonyms … of the words ‘woman’ and ‘day’.

TRUE FALSE: Answer whether the following statements about the article are true or false:

a. International Women’s Day celebrated the advances women have made.  T / F

b. The first International Women’s Day was held in 1910.  T / F

c. The struggle for women to achieve full equality is nearly over.  T / F

d. A United Nations blueprint outlined better living conditions for women.  T / F

e. Kenyan Nobel prize winner Wangari Maathai called for women to fight men.  T / F

f. In Bangladesh men throw acid into the faces of women.  T / F

g. Thirty thousand people are to do a seven-month, 50-country women’s march.  T / F

h. Women and men in Europe receive the same wages.  T / F

QUESTIONS

a. What was interesting in this article?

b. What was disturbing in this article?

c. What was hopeful in this article? 

d. Why don’t women in power fight more for equality? 

e. What inequality do you see / experience on a daily basis?

f. Would a change in advertising make a difference?

g. Would a change in politics make a difference?

h. Would a change in education make a difference?

