* http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0OwR4wzk323M


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OwR4wzk323M

W. B. Yeats
(1865-1939)

Irish History
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Population of the Republic of

Ireland
- Irish population = approximately 4 million
- 25% are under the age of 30
- About 15% now new immigrants

- Centuries of emigration (late 18th — 1970s)
have resulted in an Irish population
dispersed around the English-speaking
world (the “Irish Diaspora™)

- Status as a “new nation” has made the
Irish very conscious of a distinctive identity



Prehistoric Ireland

Many prehistoric
monuments,
including ring forts,
burial mounds, and
dolmens such as this
one in Sligo, are
evidence of pre-
Celtic history in
Ireland










Newgrange--A Prehistoric Passage
Tomb
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Celts > Ireland as
early as 400 B.C.

The Celts brought Iron
Age technology and
European Celtic
artistic styles (known
as La Tene style) with
them.




Gold Boat, Early Iron Age




The Tara Brooch




Fantastic heroic tales and myths from
[rish Celtic culture = transcribed by
Christian monks

Christianization of Ireland = supposed to
have been brought about by St. Patrick in
432 A.D.

Among the most famous human heroes =
Finn MacCumhail and Cuchulain.
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“I had three interests: interest in a form of
literature, in a form of philosophy, and a
belief in nationality. None of these seemed
to have anything to do with the other, but
gradually my love of literature and my
belief in nationality came together. [...] Now
all three are, I think, one” (W.B.Yeats, 1919)



The Celtic myths retain a
cultural potency in Ireland,
where Cuchulain, for example,
serves as a symbol of heroism
and defiance for Nationalists and
Loyalists.



Loyalist Wall-Mural, Belfast
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Celtic Christianity
thrived in Ireland during
the European “Dark Ages”
and produced artistic

masterpieces such as the
8th century Book of Kells.







Come away, oh human child

To the waters and the wild

With afaery, hand in hand,

For the world's more full of weeping than you can understand

(Yeats, The Solen Child, 1889)




Viking Raids and Settlements,
793-1014
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1611: The Tempest, W. Shakespeare

THE IRISH FRANKENSTEIN.



Elizabethan Stereotypes of the

Irish

Irish-speaking vs. English-speaking
Illiterate (an oral culture) vs. literate
Therefore, primitive vs. civilized
Tribal vs. national
Musical vs. literate

dancing (performers)

musicians (harper)

Feckless (irresponsible, carefree, drunken) vs. practical,
responsible, reliable.
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Plantations, war,
emigration and Penal Laws
helped to effect a gradual
transfer of land from
Catholic to Protestant hands
between 1641 and 1703, as
these maps show.

ASCENDANCY

76 MWaps by J1.G. Simms
showing

the proportion of land
owned by catholics in
Ireland according

to counties, in 1641,
1688 and 1703, The effect
of the Cromwellian
confiscation, as modified
at the restoration,

is indicated by the first
and second maps, the
effect of the Williamite
confiscation by the
second and third maps



English Woodcut of Irish Atrocities,

8 The Tmage of "398, Genrge Crulkshank endowed the rebels of 17595 with dis-
tinctly hmtish and pegnathous features, when e drew the illustrations for
W. H, Muxwells history of the rebellion in 1798 (London, 1845, (Detail
frum “Murder of George Crawford and his Granddanghter™ in Histery of the
Rehellion in Trelamd in 1798, page 6. Reprinl, Lundon, 1504.)



of Lord Edward Fitzgerald,




1801: Acts of Union > United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland



Daniel O’Connell
organized a movement
for Catholic emancipation
that succeeded in 1829; he
then began a movement
to repeal the Act of Union,

which was brought to a
halt by famine in 1845.




The Great Famine

It began when the potato
crop failed in 1845. For the next
few years, a devastating famine
followed, reducing the
population drastically and
changing Irish society forever.
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Charles Stewart Parnell,
the “uncrowned king of
Ireland,” led the Irish
parliamentary movement
for Home Rule until he was
stopped by scandal in 1890.

He died soon after, in 1891.




Maud Gonne




The Mask (1910)
"Put off that mask of burning gold
With emerald eyes."
"O no, my dear, you make so bold
To find if hearts be wild and wise,
And yet not cold.”

"l would but find what's there to find,
Love or deceit.”
"It was the mask engaged your mind,
And after set your heart to beat,
Not what's behind."

"But lest you are my enemy,
| must enquire.”
"O no, my dear, let all that be;
What matter, so there is but fire
In you, in me?"



1904: “That 1s not the poetry of
Insight and knowledge, but of longing
and complaint”

- Abbey Theatre (1904)

- Ezra Pound (1908)



A Coat (19106)

| made my song a coat
Covered with embroideries
Out of old mythologies
From heel to throat;
But the fools caught it,
Wore it in the world's eyes
As though they'd wrought it.
Song, let them take it,
For there's more enterprise
In walking naked.



Easter 1916

The Easter Rising in
1916 declared an Irish
Republic and led to harsh
English reprisals,
executions, and finally,
war of independence.

POBLACHT NA H EIREANN.
THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMINT

QaF THE

IRISH REPUBLIC
70 THE PECPLE OF IRELANY.

IRISHMER AND IRISHWOMEN : In the namé of God and of the dead peceritiens
from which she ressives bar old tradition of naticnhosd, [reland, throagh us, sammens
b ehildren to her flag and atrikes for her frosdom.

Having erganised and irained her mashood throogh ber sscrel revelwtlosary
organicition. the Irish Republican Brotherhood. aod through ber opes military
organisalions, the Irish Volunlesrs and the Irish Citizen Army, having patiestly
parfected ber discipline, hawieg resolutsly waited for the right momssnl Lo reveal
itsell shve now saizes thai momesit. and, supportsd by ber axiled childres ln Amarics
and by gallast allies i Esrope, bid relying ik the Orst on ber own sireagih sbe
strikes in full confidenes of viclery.

Wa declurs Lhe Fight of the peopls of Iraland Lo the ownsrship of Ireland, and i
ihe unfattared comtrol of Irish destinies. o be sovervign and indefeasible.  The leag
murpation of thel rght by & foreign people and government kas not axvingubtbed L
rghl mor cam |t ever b axlinguished except by the destructiss of the Irish In
wvary generation the Irish peopls have asserted their right to sational and
soveralgney ; six limes during the pail three Bundred years they have ssscrted it o
wrmi. Sianding on thal furdamental right and again asserting it i arms in dhe fee
of tha world, we hereby procinim the Irish Republic a8 & Sovertign Independent Staiks,
and we pledge ouar lives and the lives of eur comrades-in-arms to the causs of its fresdom,
of its welfure, and of ils axaliation umeong tha nations

The Irish Republic is entitbed Lo aod hersby claims, the alleginnes
Irishman and IFlshwoman.  The Republic guaraniess religious and eivil u..q :ﬂ
rights and equal epportunitiea L all its citizens, and dnclires its reselve Le pursus
the heppiness and prosperity of the whole nation and of all its parts, cherishing all
Lha ehildren of the nation eguaelly. and eblivious of the difersnces carsfully fostared
by aa alisn gowernmest. which have divided & mimority from the majarity in the past

Ustil our arms have brought Lhe opportune moment for the establishmant of &
parmanant MWational Government. representative of ths whole pesple of Irsland sed
edocied by the sullrages of all ker men and women, the Provisienal Governmant, heraby
tomstituted, will administar (e civil and military affairs of the Eopublie in trust for
tha paopla.

Wa placs the cause of the Irish Republic under the proteetion of the Most High UH..
Whoss blessing wo invoke upon ear arms, and we pray Uval B0 ond wiiwe swrves Lhat
causs will dishoneur it by cowardice, inhumanity, or rapise. o Unks siprime hoar
il Irish nation muse, by its valour and discipline and by the readiness of lis children
to sacrifies (hemsaives for Lhe comman goad, prove itself worthyaf the asgust desting
o which It ls salled.

PEARSE, EAND
" JAMES CONNOLLY. JOSEFH PLUNKETT.



the Easter Rising (1916)




* Contessa Markiewicz
* Padraic Pearse

* Thomas MacDonagh
* John MacBRide



War of Independence, 1918-1921




Civil War, 1922-1923




Northern Ireland and the
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