(59516)

Be kind. This is George Saunders’s advice   to the class of 2013, given during his graduation ceremony speech  at Syracuse University. As tradition wants, the speaker outlines the advantages of college education and gives advice for life after college.  In his humorous style Saunders recollects his life experience and gives the audience a very simple piece of suggestion:   be kind to each other. I’s not an easy idea, though, and to explain his advice and how he has come up with it, the author tells  a story from his childhood about “Ellen”. Ellen was a new school-mate,  a shy girl, teased and humiliated by the other children. He could see she was hurt, but he couldn't bring himself to make friends with her.  This is one of the things he regrets in his life: he missed the chance to help someone. “What I regret most in my life are failures of kindness” Saunders said.  He continues, “It’s a little facile, maybe, and certainly hard to implement, but I’d say, as a goal in life, you could do worse than: Try to be kinder.”
 The point of view of the author is clear: we must be less selfish, more open, we must help each other because we’re not separate. It’s as if the author suggests that life is so much better when you make others the center of it
. He also underlines that ‘’becoming kinder happens naturally, with age’’, but we can anticipate this extraordinary  event “immersing ourselves in a work of art…talking with a dear friend or establishing ourselves in some kind of spiritual tradition”. He suggests we must grow in love, we must climb the mountain
 to succeed in life. We must do the ambitious thing
 even if we make a mistake in the name of kindness. At the end he wishes the audience   great happiness and all the luck in the world.
 

(60749)

George Saunders delivered a convocation speech to the 2013 Graduates at Syracuse University. His speech focuses  on the importance of kindness for our self-fulfillment, we care for ourselves only
. According to him this
 is a consequence probably due to Darwin Evolution
 which basically led us all to the thought that we are central to the universe, we only are aware of our existence and we believe our life to be eternal.


He recollects a fact  happened when he was a kid: Ellen, a new classmate,  had been teased by other schoolmates and...
. By this remark the author wants us to know he regrets this fact and he actually tells us why. He regrets most failures of kindness: in proportion to the other kids he considered himself he had been nearly nice to her. So he tries to solve the problem of selfishness, how we might be kinder and stop always putting ourselves first.
 

What he demonstrates is that there are ways to be more loving and less selfish like pursuing an education, immersing oneself in a work of art or  talking honestly to a friend. In any case,  kindness requires hard work, though, at leastit comes more naturally with age. 

At the end of the speech Saunders wishes his audience  to be able to grow in love and kindness and he reassures them by saying that if they would have  kids it would be a moment in life in which you just don’t care about anybody but your kids
. This would increase the process of kindness.

 The author ends up saying we should do everything we want to fulfill our ambitions but we should never forget to be kind to those around us and to nurture the qualities that make us better human beings.  

(G.E. )

George Saunders’s speech is addressed to the class of 2013 at Syracuse University.                 He starts his talk by saying that he, who had a lot of experience throughout his life, warns young people against bad actions
.                                                                        He tells a story from his childhood to reach the conclusion that among his worst regrets there are  failures of kindness.                                                                                                                                    
. According to George Saunders people are not kind: we are selfish and each person cares about his needs. Anyway he firmly believes that, despite a natural tendency to be self-centered, people do want, deep in their heart and in their mind, to be kinder and unselfish. 
It is certainly not easy but there are methods to improve our behavior.  For example education and prayer are useful to reach the purpose of being kind.                                                                                                           Saunders also  believes that getting older helps people become kinder
. Indeed, when people have kids they only care about them and put  their own needs aside. 
Even if young people have more anxieties because of the fear of not succeeding in life – Saunders continues –  they must remember that there are other forms of success. Less evident then becoming rich and famous, but more meaningful.  In conclusion he suggests  young people they should  do their best to make their life good and satisfying without forgetting to be kind.

(61604)

George Saunders’s advice to Graduates

George Saunders is a New York Times columnist, a bestselling author and  a professor at Syracuse University.  Here, he delivered the convocation speech to the class of 2013 suggesting students that they should avoid the “sickness” of selfishness and “err in the direction of  kindness”. What the author says is the need of kindness and the all things that go against ?? our life
; the problem of focus too much on “success” and the trouble of swimming in a river full of monkeys feces

. He wonders: “How might we become more loving, more open, less selfish, more present, less delusional, etc.. etc?” 
 

He especially pays attention to learn from the mistakes and listen to the hearts felt advice by old people
. It is like a tradition, because it a useful thing you can do with a person, who can be your old school teacher or whatever person who want to tell you his best years
. 

You can ask them: “Looking back, what do you regret?” And they will tell you. They hope that you do not make the same mistakes. But George says that each of us is born with a series of built-in confusions and our personal story is different. 

In conclusion, we must take example from our grandfathers
, because they have a good education and they become more honest and less selfish
. Old person can teach us so much because they have more experience than us
.  

(60892)

George Saunders’s Advice to Geaduates

George Saunders makes a speech for the Class of 2013
. It is not the classical speech in which an old sage  wishes his students success in their career. He prefers to focus on the word “success” and make the students reflect on the importance of it
. He begins by saying that what he regrets the most are “failures of kindness”. He tells about a girl he used to know when he was a child. She  needed help because she was very shy and  other schoolmates made fun of her. One day the girl moved to another city with her family and now he regrets not doing anything for her, even if he had never offended her This chldhood memory makes him  put two important questions to his listeners: <why aren’t we kinder? How can we become more polite?>. He answers the questions himself. According to Saunders when we are young we are selfish and we think only about our life, our personal success, career, behaviour…But then we fall in love, we need other people help, we marry, we have children. This means that it is life which will make us understand the importance of being kind. Day by day , we will get older and we will be much less selfish, we will be happier about our children behaviour and success then about ours. 
This doesn’t mean that success is wrong. He is only trying to make us understand that success must be accompanied by kindness. Ending his speech, Saunders gives his graduates one more advice: findthe luminous part of your soul and clear away all that keeps you separate from it.

(60081)

The text is a convocation speech made by George Saunders for the class of 2013 of the Syracuse University. The speech is a heartfelt advice from an old person to a young one and the author focuses on some main points, likethe need for kindness and the importance of love, dreams, hope and success in the most beautiful experience: life.

The author begins by reflecting on his regrets, saying that he doesn’t regret the poverty or the terrible jobs that he has done, not even the humiliation he has received. The thing that he most regrets in his life is  not being kinder with other people.

Then Sounders wonders: “Why aren’t we kinder?”  He thinks that this lack of kindness is due to the presence of some believes  that force us to prioritize things and needs: even if we don’t want to be selfish, we are, instinctively misled by the idea that “we’re central to the universe”. Yet, there are ways to be good people, to make our being, our existence useful and worthwhile. And these ways have various shapes, they can be education, prayer, meditation, traditions, frankness, loyalty...

Sounders observes that  kindness comes naturally with age. What he asserts is that the experience of life makes us focus more on the importance of good than evil. Life teaches us that being selfish is useless. Love is better. 

The author ends paying attention to success. Ambition and hope are the ways that lead us to accomplishment. So he says to the young generation: “Succeed, but do it now.” He encourages and exhorts them to travel, fall in love, get rich, love, be clever, be the change that they want to see in the world.

(59706)

Summary of  “George Saunders’s Advice to Graduates”



In this speech George Saunders suggests 2013-graduates of Syracuse University how to have a great life. The talk begins on a traditional note, in the form of a dialogue between  the young people in the audience and the old man who tells stories to  teach them an important lesson. In this traditional form he asks himself what  his main regret in life is. After an amusing list of regrettable experiences, like 
swimming naked in a river full of monkey feces, he underlines that his main regret in life has been his “failures of kindness” before a suffering person. That will let him focus on the larger theme of being kind to other people.Thus, he introduces the “million-dollar question”, that is “What’s our problem? Why aren’t we kinder?”  He asserts that our Darwinian lack of kindness is due to the fact that we live giving priority to our needs over the need of others, even if we make every kind of effort in being less selfish, and more loving. 

Now, there are ways to repel selfishness. Ways like education, meditation or a frank talk with an old friend: they are good ways to achieve this goal, in the author’s opinion. Moreover, Saunders believes that the process of being kinder is natural and in aging we will be “replaced by LOVE”. But the main aim of the author is not only that of cheering with students, he tells them to start a war at selfishness immediately. He wants them to “err in the direction of kindness” so that at the end of their lives those young people will say that “It has been so wonderful”.

(53328)

George Saunders speaks to the class of 2013 of  Syracuse University about the need for kindness and the risk of focusing too much on success. 

Saunders begins his speech by reflecting on the question “what do you regret?” 

He mentions episodes of his life which have been very embarrassing to him, though he does not regret any of those. Then he recalls his classmate Ellen. She was shy and she was often teased by fellow pupils. He dwells on this childhood memory because he regrets he did nothing to help her. Thus he reveals what he most regrets: his  “failures of kindness”.

This prompts him to put students two “million dollars questions: “Why are not we kinder? And How might we DO this?”.

Saunders says that human beings are born with  particular certainties
. We are convinced to be the center of the universe, to be separated from the universe and to be permanent. He points out that, unfortunately, we give priority to ourselves even when we want to be less selfish.

Yet, he is also sure that there are ways to be kind. Among them he suggests : pursuing an education,  praying,  meditating and speaking sincerely. 

In the writer opinion Life is a continuous course
 to become kinder. He argues that aging we understand that selfishness is useless. So he suggests  his audience to hurry up and find the best medicine against selfishness. 

Lastly he encourages students to be ambitious in the pursuit of success and to do everything is possible to “bright”. But “succeeding”, he continues,  must not take up their whole life.

(60479)

George Saunders told the students what he thinks they should to do
. He focused on the behaviour of the students and on the anxiety for the future. He started with an example from  his past, recalling how a very shy school-mate of his  was teased  by their fellow pupils. Later he felt sorry about not helping her. With this example he tried to explain his thesis: in everyday life you have to be kinder. Saunders knows  human nature very well: it has “a series of built-in confusions” 
. We believe to be the centre of the Universe (though  we know we are not)  and everyday life makes us selfish. We were not born like that but we became selfish because of our anxiety for the future, because we are afraid of not succeeding in our purpose or not realizing our dreams. Despite all this Saunders suggested that it’s important to be in a good mood. Surely when you become older thanks to  experience and to education, you learn to be “flexible (or:adaptable)” and to appreciate life. The point of view of the speaker is that it’s better  to try following the good feelings and being kinder, not only when you are eighty years old but when you are still young. He said : “Because kindness, it turns out, is hard- it starts out all rainbows and puppy dog, and expands to include… well, everything”. In conclusion it’s surely important to travel, to succeed, but you have to find some time to focus on yourself, to find “your light” and to try being a good person.

(59515)

The speech of George Saunders, held on the occasion of the graduation ceremony at  the "Syracuse University " is a tribute to following the path of life in its fullness , seeking to reach those objectives that are the very meaning of existence: generosity , willingness to love, being able to  face the difficulties of his companions
.
Immediately he starts pointing right at the aim he wants to reach. In order to do that he ideally carries his young listeners towards the twilight of life with a question: " Looking back, what do you regret ?" An exhilirating list of humiliating eperiences follows...But he doesn't regret any of them.
Instead, one thing is still alive in his mind: his failures of kindness. As an example he tells a childhood memory: in his class there was a girl called Ellen, she was clumsy and was teased by everybody and  he himself didn't do anything to be kinder with her.
Before a girl in need  
 he showed an impassible behavior .
The reason for the lack of humanity , George Sanders continues , is in selfishness, that puts us above the others. We assume we are the center of the universe , we consider ourselves immortal (death is a fact only for others).
Is it possible to find a way  out of this situation? 
The answer, the author says, is certainly positive.

He discovers an essential thing, with the age we become kinder and we realize how useless it is to be selfish. but especially  growing with awareness, engaging in every phase of development for the reach of the fullness of our personality and the affirmation of the humanity on the egoism.

In conclusion, he recommends that it is always necessary to keep in mind the luminous ideals such as Shakespeare and Gandhi , at every stage of life, clearing all that makes us trivial and superficial.

(60195)

Summary of “George Saunders’s Advice to Graduates”

This text talks about kindness. George Saunders speaks about it providing advice. The speech begins saying that if you speak with an old person, he or she will tell you about their past experience. Saunders makes an example recalling a childhood memory. He remembers that once in his class a nice girl arrived and her name was Ellen. This girl had a “problem”: when she got nervous, she took a strand of hair into her mouth and chew on it. Every kid shunned her  or made fun of her.  
 Then he asked himself why  people are not kinder. He argues that everybody is born with prejudices: we believe we are central to the universe, separate from the universe and  permanent. That's why sometimes we are egocentric and we don't notice other people's problems. He also claims that to be kinder we have already known how to do it
, but he gives suggestions, too. According to Saunders we become more loving and less selfish when we grow up. Growing up we think less about us and more about love: we replace ourselves with love. In conclusion we have a lot of things to do: we should follow the ideals offerend by Gandhi, Mother Teresa or Shakespeare. Above all we have to be courteous and respect each others.

 60719

Summary George Saunders’s speech

The New York Times bestselling American writer George Saunders gave a speech at the graduation ceremony for students at Syracuse University.  Saunders speech was simple:  as a goal in life, try to be kind to each other.

He told the audience a story from his childhood about a new girl who was humiliated by other children. He was unable to help her in a significant way and this still bothers him. 

“Why aren’t we kinder?” he wonders. , inviting us to reassess the enduring prejudice of our centrality in the universe..
Saunders suggests there is a therapy for our egotistic life : “ We must be more aware of what’s actually happening in the present moment, more open and more loving ”. This transformation in ourselves might happen naturally:  as we get older we tend to understand how  life can be hard and how important it is to have someone to take care of. And finally  “ YOU will gradually be replaced by LOVE ”. 

Surely you  must be your best selves and pursue you goals, but love and generosity will enlarge you  as a person and will make your life healthier.

Saunders wants us to understand we must do all "the ambitious things” we want, but above all, "err in the direction of kindness."

�	 Quot. George Saunders’s speech.





�Already said: you can skip this quotation


�Stolen! If you find a nice phrasing belonging to someone else don't treat it as if it were yours: put it between inverted commas and treat it as a quotation! 


�What mountain? Explain it 


�What ambitious thing? Kindness itself? Then you must rephrase the sentence: “We must dare and 'err in the direction of kindness', even if this may look as a mistake to our ego”. You cannot say: “We must have kindness to each other even if we make a mistake in the name of kindness”, it is not coherent. 


�I think here you missed the key topic developed in the last part: they way you understand “success” is a relative concept, perhaps less important than other concerns. This makes the summary a bit imbalanced : too much Ellen and not enough reflection!


�“We care for ourselves only”: this is a dangling sentence, it does not cohere with anything else, unless you provide a connection with what comes before. For ex.: “His speech focused on the importance of being kinder and leaving our selfishness behind.”


�What does this deictic refer to? Does “this” refer to “the importance of kindness”, “the speech”, or what? Probably you meant to anchor it to “we care for ourselves only”. In this case you need to state it more clearly: According to him our egotism is a consequence of...” 


�This sounds a bit too scientific, while Saunders's allusion to Darwin is more tongue-in-cheek 


�Lack of continuity with the previous paragraph. You should add a logical connection with what comes before, for ex.: “To demonstrate that failures of kindness might become our worst regrets he recollects a childhood memory”. 


�Here you should add the point of recalling the episode: he regrets having let her go without a kind word of support


�The past 3 sentences are too wordy: you used up 152 words out of 300 to sum up only the first page, what about the other 2 pages?


�Repetition: leave it out


�This remark on kids is not at the end of the speech


�No, he doesn't mention “bad actions”, rather he engages regrets. He starts his talk on a humorous note, acting as the “old fart” who gives advice to young people full of energy. He continues saying that at least experience makes you wise in one field: regrets. 


�How is this linked to the previous paragraph? Rephrase it (for ex.: According to Saunders people are selfish for a number of reasons...) 


�“Expose” is not “esporre” but “esporre a rischi” or “divulgare, rivelare”


�Getting old can't be considered a “method” you can adopt, it is rather a fact of life


�If you start this sentence with young people you create a link to the previous sentence on old people


�You have already stated that he underlined the importance of kindness; the second part of the sentence is obscure


�This is a dangling sentence. After a semicolon you need a sentence with a subject and a verb, here we have two noun phrases hanging loose  


�Try to rephrase: Saunders considers how our ambitions and concerns make us self-centered and blind to the needs of others and he wonders how we might 'become more loving...' “


�Is that a personal comment?


�Not relevant


�Not really: he pays attention to the strategies we may adopt to become better and kinder human beings, while material goals and ambitions might lead us astray. 


�That refers to a very brief and humorous note in the introduction, it is not really one of the main concerns of Saunders' talk


�No, grandparents are not mentioned :-)


�Where have you read that??


�This would be the right conclusion of a text addressing the role of the elderly in contemporary societies, but it does not have much to do with Saunders' conclusion.


�Yes, but this is a weak starting sentence. Try again (for ex.: George Saunders, a bestselling U.S. Writer, delivers a striking speech to the graduation ceremony of class 2013. It is not...)


�Are you sure about this? He suggests revising our idea of success but I think he focuses on kindness 


�I think he ends up underlining that success is important to your self-fulfillment, but not at the expenses of kindness


�Here either you put inverted commas to signal the quotation or you find a synonym


�Questo è un po' troppo ricalcato sull'italiano... since they are born, human beings are misled by misconceptions: we are convinced...


�What do you mean by 'course'? 


�To become better human beings? To avoid regrets? To succeed in life? This introduction needs an expansion. And also a short hint at what the context is.


�Whose companions?


�Sufferance is a false friend; in English it means “patient endurance”


�This is twisted, make it simpler, for ex.: We grow up and we become aware that to fulfill ourselves we should be more humane than egotistic. 


�NO! He was not kind, he did nothing to help her. That's what he regrets!


�Confused. You meant: “we already know how to be kinder”?





