Spot wildlife
Whether it is dolphin spotting off the Moray Coast or catching a glimpse of a golden eagle souring high above the trees, enjoy a day of wildlife watching across Scotland. Make a day of it and head out into the countryside with your binoculars to see what you can spot. Or enjoy a relaxing boat tour to see what animals you can see off Scotland’s coast.
*

Started in 1468 and completed in the 18C, this sanctuary is adorned by a succession of artists, including Sangallo, Bramante and Vanvitelli. Its sober and harmonious façade (see the lovely trefoil apse) is heralded by three bronze doors. There is also Saint-Mark's sacristy, decorated with frescoes by Melozzo da Forli then St-John's sacristy decorated by Luca Signorelli ending with Santa Casa at the crossing, sumptuously decorated in sculpted marbles. 

*

COME and celebrate the North East’s mining heritage at Beamish! Follow the parade of miners banners through the pit village, take a trip down the mine, explore our newly opened pit pony stable (from Saturday 29th) or sit back and enjoy the sound of the brass bands. Join us to celebrate Old King Coal, which runs from 27th to 30th March, and marks the start of our spectacular Great North Festival of Transport. Each day see: Steam locomotives at the Colliery railway and narrow gauge railway. Miners’ banners displays and play quoits in The Pit Village. 

*

Lancelot & Guinevere and Robin Hood & Maid Marian, Mr Darcy & Elizabeth Bennett and Romeo & Juliet, Victoria & Albert and William & Kate. From the legendary to the literary, let the great lovers inspire your romantic weekend breaks in England. Whether it’s strolling hand in hand on country walks, stargazing into velvet blue skies, or laying down a private picnic on a hidden beach, England is packed with romantic things to do. If all this sounds too traditional, 21st-century couples holidays can be enjoyed in hedonistic haunts. Choose raunchy weekends in courtesan bedrooms, indulgent spa breaks and pitch-black restaurants. 
*

Martyrdom of Saint Lawrence (Oil on canvas, 1765)
Probably painted in the late 1570s, this dramatic canvas may have been inspired by Titian's paintings of the same subject in the Jesuit Church of Venice and the Escorial, Madrid. 
St Lawrence was an third-century Christian martyr who was condemned to be roasted on a gridiron for refusing to hand over the riches of the Church to the Roman authorities. The painting is a good example of Tintoretto's masterful use of chiaroscuro and oblique diagonals to create a dynamic composition. This painting, as well as The Butcher’s Shop, demonstrate the somewhat ‘macabre’ taste of its former owner, the military man and collector who left his collection to Christ Church, General Guise. 
