Welcome to Oxford 
Many periods of English history are impressively documented in Oxford's streets, houses, colleges and chapels. Within one square mile alone the city has more than 900 buildings of architectural or historical interest. 

For the visitor this presents a challenge – as no single building dominates Oxford and no famous fortress or huge cathedral will give you a short cut view of the city. Much of Oxford's famous University comprises a tangle of 46 colleges and halls in various parts of the city, side by side with shops and offices. Nor does Oxford flaunt its treasures; behind department stores lurk grand Palladian doorways or half-hidden crannies of medieval architecture. The entrance to a college may be tucked down a narrow alleyway, and even then it is unlikely to be signposted. 

But persevere and you will be amply rewarded. The roof-top views from the Sheldonian Theatre, Carfax Tower or the church towers of St Mary the Virgin and St Michael are rewarding. The panorama is best on a sunny day, when the slanting light picks out the honey-gold outline of Oxford's famous 'dreaming spires'. In warm weather the city is bedecked with flowers, and it is easy to see why it has been judged the national winner of the Britain in Bloom competition. Enjoy the colleges' peaceful quadrangles and immaculate gardens, the bookshops and students pubs and the wide variety of entertainment – from art exhibition to pop concerts, and first-rate theatre to breezy (and sometimes bawdy) student 'fringe' events. 

[…] Groups and foreign-language tours can also be arranged through the Tours Assistant at the Information Centre. You can see Oxford and the colleges from the open-top, double-decker buses which offer circular tours from several points around the city. A day-ticket is purchased, allowing you to get on and off whenever you please. 

Alternatively, you can take an umbrella, (just in case!) and follow the walking tour on page 5. This takes around 2 hours of easy walking, all of which is on the flat. Most colleges are happy to receive unobtrusive visitors; details on page 18. 
