PALACES AND POWER

E(ings and emperors built palaces to show how rich
and power tul they were. Today, some palaces are

museums. Power has shifted to elected assemblies, such as

parliaments, but even some presidents still live in palaces. The biggest

palace in China and the most luxurious palaces of modern times were

built for the homes of the rulers of oil-rich kingdoms such as Saudi

Arabia and Brunei.

How old is Buckingham Palace?

The bit that most tourists see and
photograph, the front, dates from

1913. So Buckingham Palace is a fairly new
palace, as palaces go. It was originally
Buckingham House, a mansion bought by
King George 11 in the 1700s. From 1837 it
was the London home of Queen Victoria, and
ever since has been the London home of the
king or queen.

@ Although in use for the many official events

held by the Queen, areas of Buckingham
Palace are open to visitors.

Fit for a king

Most famous power houses

10 Downing Street — London home of the British prime minister

Elysee Palace — Paris home of the French president

White House, Washington DC — home of the president of the United States
Kremlin, Moscow — seat of government power in Russia

General Assembly Building, New York — headquarters of the United Nations
Berlaymont, Brussels — centre of power of the European Union

- Which palace was built for
: a general?

Not all palaces were homes for kings
and queens. Blenheim Palace in England
was built (1705-25) for the Duke of

Marlborough. He was England’s most famous |
. e . |
soldier. The huge house was a thank-you from

| Queen Anne and her government for

Marlborough’s victories against the French. It
is named after one of his victories at the
Battle of Blenheim. Later, Blenheim Palace
was the birthplace of another tamous

Englishman, Winston Churchill.

@ China’s finest artists worked to decorate
Forbidden City. Construction started in 1-

arnd took 14 years to complete. An estinnat
!

sy Tae O . N .
one million workers were involved.

Who lived in the
Forbidden City?

Chinese emperors, with their famili
Palaces were centres of government as we
luxurious homes. Some were cities built i1
miniature, like the Imperial Palace in Beij
China. It was designed for the Ming empe
and work on building it began in 1406. Tl
job took a million workers ten years. The
emperor and his family lived in the most
secret part, known as the Forbidden City,
because no foreigners were ever allowed
enter. The Forbidden City is now open to

public as a palace museum.

Lost room

The Amber Room in the

@ The Summer Palace at
St Petersburg.

Summer Palace at St
Petershurg was decorated
with 12 tonnes of amber. A
gift from the King of Prussia
in 1716, the room
disappeared during World
War Il (1939-45). A replica
was created to replace it.
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