MARVELS OF GREECE AND ROME

Thc Greeks were famous for their skill at building, not

only temples and palaces,

but theatres and arenas

t00. They were also marvellous sculptors. The Romans copied Greek

buildings, and made improvements — the dome, for instance. The

Romans imitated the Greeks in making lifelike figures in bronze,

marble, gold and ivory.

History highlights

Greek and Roman gods

Greek Roman

Zeus Jupiter King of the gods
Ares Mars War

Artemis Diana Moon and hunting
Hera Juno Wife of Zeus
Athena Minerva Wisdom
Demeter Ceres Good harvests
Hades Pluto Underworld
Aphrodite Venus Love and beauty
Eros Cupid Love

Apollo Apollo Music and arts

Why did the Greeks
build temples?

Everywhere they settled, the Greeks
built temples to honour their gods and
goddesses. A temple usually had a statue of
its own particular god inside. People came to
the temple to bring gifts to the god and to
pray for the god’s help. Priests looked after the

statue inside the temple.

Which Roman town 3
~ disappeared under hot ash? -

A Roman port called Pompeii in Italy —
close to the foot of a volcano. In Ab 79,
the volcano, Vesuvius, suddenly erupted. Hot
ashes, stones and cinders rained down on
Pompeii. The layers of mud and ash preserved
the Roman buildings so that today you can

walk through the streets of the ruined city.

& Pompeii was only rediscovered in the 1700s.
Archaeologists have now uncovered about
75 per cent of the city.

Today, visitors to Pompeii walk into houses
and down lanes, just as the Pompeiians
did. In museums, they can see domestic
items and the remains of people killed by
the volcano. Volcanic ash hardened around
victims’ bodies, and formed a mould. As
the bodies decayed, a shell was left. By
filling the shells with plaster, archaeologists
have made copies of the bodies.

@ Pompeii was destroyed when red-lot

lava erupted from Vesuvius.

Up Pompeii

@ The Parthenon stands on the Acropoli
Greeks thought the goddess Athene watcl
over the city of Athens.

Where is the Acropolis?

The Acropolis is a rocky platform «
hill in Athens, Greece. The term ‘acrc
means ‘upper city’. Many of the cities of
ancient Greece are built around an acrop
where the people can flee to in times of

invasion, and the most sacred buildings
usually on an acropolis. Other Greek citi
had an acropolis but Athens’ is the most
famous. The rock is about 350 m long ar
150 m across. On top the Athenians buil
royal palace and temples. The ruins of t]
most famous temple - the Parthenon -

still there.
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